
January 13, 2020

Mr. David Kim
Secretary, California State Transportation Agency
915 Capitol Mall, Suite 350B
Sacramento, CA 95814

Letter Of Support For 2020 Cycle 4 Transit And Intercity Rail Capital Program
Zero-Emission Buses and Charging Infrastructure Deployment & System Integration

Dear Secretary Kim:

On behalf of Metro’s San Gabriel Valley Service Council, we are pleased to submit this
letter in support of the request of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (Metro) for a grant award of $105 million from the California State
Transportation Agency (CalSTA) Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) for
the Zero-Emission Buses and Charging Infrastructure Deployment & System
Integration Project (the “Project”).

The Project consists of the procurement and integration into transit revenue service of
battery-electric buses as well as supportive electrical enhancements and charging
infrastructure. The zero-emission buses will replace compressed natural gas (CNG)
buses that have exceeded their useful life, including CNG tanks. The buses will be
deployed on routes that are served by Metro’s Division 9 in the City of El Monte and
Division 18 in the City of Gardena. Routes originating from these divisions serve a
wide variety of destinations in Los Angeles County including the San Gabriel Valley,
Central Cities, Gateway Cities, and South Bay Cities subregions. In addition, the bus
routes identified in the grant application serve predominantly disadvantaged
communities and low-income communities and households.

The Project will support Metro’s Board-approved commitment to transition Metro’s
bus fleet to zero-emission operation by 2030, including full electrification of all local,
rapid, shuttle, and express routes. A transition of this magnitude would be the first of
its kind in the United States and aims to accelerate by 10 years the schedule required
by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to transition all of California’s transit
services to 100% zero-emission operation by 2040. The Project will also support the
implementation of the recommendations of Metro’s NexGen Bus Study, which seeks
to reimagine Metro’s bus network to be more relevant, reflective of, and attractive to
the diverse customer needs within Los Angeles County and to increase transit use
within the County over the next decade.

The San Gabriel Valley Service Council appreciates your favorable consideration of
Metro’s TIRCP grant request. Should you have any questions regarding this letter of



support for Metro’s application to the 2020 TIRCP, please contact Dolores Ramos at
(213) 922-1210 or via email at ramosd@metro.net.

Sincerely,

David Diaz
Chair, San Gabriel Valley Service Council
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