
 
 

 

The Honorable K. Jane Williams 
Acting Administrator 
Federal Transit Administration  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
August 10, 2018 
 
Dear Ms. Williams,  
 
On behalf of the Los Angeles South Bay Service Council, please accept this letter in support 
of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s (LA Metro) grant 
application to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Buses and Bus Facilities 
Infrastructure Investment Program. Metro is requesting $9.55 million to complete the 
financing package for replacing 30 diesel buses with an equal number of near-zero 
compressed natural gas (CNG) buses.  
 
The proposed project seeks to replace the remaining 30 diesel buses that are remain in 
operation in the South Bay region of Los Angeles. The seven routes on which these buses 
are used receive a combined total of nearly 6 million passenger boardings per year. These 
buses are well past their useful life and as a result, experience maintenance issues that erode 
the level and quality of service provided to South Bay residents and visitors, and contribute to 
local and regional air pollution in an area that suffers some of the worst air quality 
conditions in the United States. 
 
Selection of LA Metro’s application would result in the complete phasing out of those diesel 
buses, reducing air pollution generated in Los Angeles County while improving the 
reliability of the service. Our residents are heavily dependent on transit and deserve quality 
services provided with first-rate, environmentally conscious vehicles such as those used 
throughout the rest of LA Metro’s service area.  
 
At our August 10, 2018 Service Council Meeting, the members of the South Bay Service 
Council unanimously voted to support LA Metro’s application to the FTA Buses and Bus 
Facilities Infrastructure Investment Program. We are very hopeful that LA Metro’s 
application will be selected so that the South Bay residents we represent will gain both 
improved air quality and reliable public transit services.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ralph L. Franklin 
Chair, South Bay Cities Service Council 
 
Cc: Mark Bathrick, Office of Program Management 
 


