
 

 

Minutes 
Gateway Cities Service Council 
Regular Meeting 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 
5:00PM 

    
Dollarhide Community Center  
Room 116 
301 N Tamarind Ave  
Compton, CA 90220 

 

  
All Metro meetings are held in ADA accessible facilities. Meeting location served by Metro 
Lines 51/351, 125, 127, and Blue Line Compton Station. 
 

Called to Order at 5:05pm 
Council Members: 
Richard Burnett 
Gene Daniels  
JoAnn Eros-Delgado 
Samuel Peña 
Wally Shidler  
Joe Strapac 

Officers: 
Gary Spivack, Deputy Executive Officer 
Dolores Ramos, Council Admin Analyst  
Michael Sieckert, Transportation Planning Mgr. 
Julia Brown, Community Relations Manager 
Kelly Blanton, Transportation Associate 
Pamela del Valle, Transportation Associate 

 

For Metro information in English, please call the following phone number: 213-922-1282. 
 

Para más información de Metro en español, por favor llame al número que aparece a 
continuación: 213-922-1282 
 

Մետրոյի մասին հայերեն լեզվով տեղեկություններ ստանալու համար, խնդրում ենք 
զանգահարել այս հեռախոսահամարով՝ 323-466-3876 
 

Для получения информации о Metro на русском языке, пожалуйста, позвоните по указанному 
ниже телефонному номеру: 323-466-3876 
 

需要都会运输局的（语言名称）资料, 请拨打以下电话号码: 323-466-3876 
 

Metroに関する日本語での情報は、以下の電話番号でお問い合わせください：323-466-3876 
 

สําหรับข้อมลูเก่ียวกบัรถโดยสารเมโทรเป็นภาษา [ไทย] กรุณาติดต่อท่ีหมายเลขโทรศพัท์ด้านล่าง: 
323-466-3876 
 

េដើម្បនិយជមមអ�កបកែ្ប Metro ម� ក� សូមទូរស័ព�តមេលខ 323.466.3876។ 
 

메트로(Metro) 정보를 [한국어]로 알아보시려면, 아래 번호로 전화하십시오: 323-466-3876 
 

Để biết thông tin về Metro bằng tiếng Việt, vui lòng gọi số điện thoại dưới đây: 323-466-3876 
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1. PLEDGE of Allegiance 

 
 

2. ROLL Called 
 
 

3. APPROVED Minutes from June 8, 2017 Regular Meeting with Abstention of 
Councilmember Daniels  

 
 

4. PUBLIC Comment for items on the Agenda - None 
 
 

5. RECEIVED I-710-South Corridor Project Update, Ernesto Chaves, Senior Director, 
Countywide Planning & Development 
 
The goal of the I-710 S Project which spans from East Los Angeles south to the City of Long 
Beach is to improve air quality and safety and prepare for the anticipated growth in use of 
the corridor. Three alternatives have been identified to move into the draft environmental 
study phase: no build, modernize and widen the I-710, or modernize I-710 and add a “Clean 
Emissions” Freight Corridor. The draft will be reviewed by the various advisory committees 
who will forward their final recommendations. The Metro Board will then submit the final 
recommendation to Caltrans and the project will move into the Final EIR/EIS stage. A 
decision is projected to be made in winter 2018.  
 
Councilmember Peña commented that several members of the Service Council have been 
involved in this project over the last 17 years and commended staff who has worked on it. 
The Gateway Cities Council of Governments (GWC COG) has all the documents dating back 
to the beginning of the project on their website. He is concerned that this isn't considered a 
national project but a local one. Eighty percent of all imported goods in the United States 
come through Long Beach seaport; he doesn't understand why it isn’t considered a national 
project as the region bears the brunt of the traffic generated from the ports.  
 
Mr. Chaves replied that the project is still approached as a national project and presented as 
such when Metro pursues funding. The EIR/EIS has to be approved to pursue funding. Staff 
has not seen massive infrastructure programs coming out of Washington D.C. that would be 
required to fund the project on a national level.  
 
Councilmember Daniels commented that Washington DC is aware of the project; there are 
representatives pitching the project for funding. When the project started, there was an 
extensive outreach process and community support. Then there was an article that stated 
that 130 homes were going to be taken which undermined the good will generated from all 
the outreach. A similar situation occurred when there was a proposal to double deck I-710. 
He stressed that it is important to conduct community outreach from bottom up.  
 
Councilmember Shidler commented that he understands that there is a fee on the Alameda 
corridor per TCU. He asked why a fee cannot be applied to I-710 to fund the project. Mr. 
Chaves replied that the fee can be applied but there are alternative routes such as I-110 and 
I-605, so the fee would only be effective to a certain extent. The freeway would have to have 
tolls implemented, not just the corridor. While it is a possibility, any funds generated would 
not be enough to fund the project. 
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Councilmember Strapac stated that billions were spent on the Alameda Corridor to relieve I-
710 traffic. Then the Harbor Department was going to buy Tier 4 tractor trucks to be the only 
ones allowed in the Harbor area. The Alameda Corridor is only a few feet away and is 
minimally used. Taxpayers need to see the corridor being used before spending on the I-710. 
The Harbor can use the Corridor to avoid putting trucks on I-710 without spending billions 
on a truckway. He thinks citizens are not going to support it as long as they're still paying for 
the Alameda Corridor. Mr. Chaves replied that the Alameda Corridor is underutilized. The 
travel demand forecasting assumes that the Alameda Corridor will be at capacity and that the 
Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach are going to do everything they need to do to get it 
there. There is still a large portion of boxes that will not be on the Corridor because of their 
point of origin or destination.  
 
Councilmember Peña commented that the congestion issues spill over to surrounding areas 
when people don't want to take I-710. It's not going to get any easier. One of the suggestions 
was to build a Slauson off-ramp off I-710 which is no longer being discussed. There are 
groups that think that if you add an off-ramp, it will cause other problems. Everyone has the 
same goals to improve air quality, but it’s a big undertaking.  
 
Mr. Timberlake is concerned about potentially building an expensive project for goods 
transport that relies on the alternatives becoming so crowded that anyone who can’t possibly 
avoid it will drive on the I-710. There's nothing requiring goods transiting from the Port to 
use it. He thinks the problem is the Ports; if they were able to prevent haulage that goes 
beyond the county line from using anything but the dedicated lanes proposed, it would work, 
but they're not going to do that, so in his view, let them suffer the consequences.  
 
Councilmember Daniels commented that something has to be done; the corridor currently 
carries 17,000 trucks per day; by 2045, that number will increase to 42,000. The reason the 
Alameda Corridor isn’t used is to avoid paying the fees associated with use.  
 
Councilmember Peña added that these goods still have to transition to get to their 
destination once they get to Vernon; it doesn't just end there. 
 
 

6. ADOPTED FY18 Work Plan with Addition of a Year-end Council Review, Councilmembers  
 
Service Council bylaws decree that each Service Council must adopt a work plan that 
outlines the activities and priorities of the Council for that year. The Service Councils are 
expected to have a significant role in the extensive community outreach efforts that will 
occur around the upcoming bus system restructuring study.  
 
Mr. Timberlake commended staff for presenting a Work Plan that seems much more 
detailed than sometimes in the past. He suggested that the Service Councils ask the Board 
for some authority to review rail service that run through their service areas. There is no 
oversight of rail service; the planned service advisories are meaningless. He tried to come 
back from Westwood last night but there was nothing on the website. He checked this 
morning and the service wasn't even close to being on time.  
 
 

7. RECEIVE Line Ride Report, Councilmember Gene Daniels 
 
Councilmember Daniels took Line 258 in Paramount north to Altadena. The bus departed 
on time. The operator has been driving with the company for 28 years. The bus was clean, 
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the air conditioning worked. He observed the bus driver going beyond the call of duty 
assisting seniors, passengers with wheelchairs, and overall being an excellent ambassador 
for the company. After a short layover, he took the return trip. At East Los Angeles College, 
there was an operator change. The replacement operator was equally excellent. The bus 
arrived at the stops right on time, no more than 1 minute either way of the timetable. There 
weren't many passengers continually on the bus, as most passenger trips were very short, 
only a few stops. Eighty percent of alighting passengers thanked the driver. He did not 
observe any pass-ups.  
 
 

8. RECEIVE Report on Regional Service Performance, Gary Spivack, Deputy Executive Officer 
 

 June Board Meeting items included:  
 Contract for 295 40’ CNG buses approved Board  
 Measure M Guidelines adopted 
 Measure M Independent Taxpayer Oversight Committee appointed 

 Purchase of 60’ Zero Emission Buses to be considered at July 27 Board Meeting 
 West Santa Ana Branch Comment Period extended to Friday, August 4, 2017 
 
Councilmember Shidler noted that Lines 60 and 760 have the worst on-time performance. 
He asked if anything is being done to improve performance. Mr. Spivack replied that more 
running time is given to account for the solid traffic that the lines contend with. 
 
Mr. Timberlake commended staff for providing a line-by-line breakdown of on-time 
performance and suggested that Lines 258, 751, and 266 be added to the list.  
 
 

9. PUBLIC Comment for items not on the Agenda 
 
Wayne Wright commented that the rail time message signs at Rosa Parks Station displayed 
the destination but not the train arrival times when he was on his way to the meeting; one 
side of the screen was blank. The signs need to be overhauled and replaced or at least 
adjusted to address the ongoing problems. They’re always blank and don’t tell you what time 
the trains are coming; this needs to be corrected.  
 
 

10. CHAIR and Council Member Comments  
 
Councilmember Burnett asked what time of day and what day of the week Councilmember 
Daniels took his line ride. Councilmember Daniels responded that he took his line ride on a 
Thursday; he left at 9:05 am, arrived in Altadena/Lake at 11:05am. After a 15-minute layover, 
he departed from Lake/Altadena at 11:34am and arrived in Paramount at 1:37pm.  
 
Councilmember Peña shared that Chair Armenta's was unable to attend tonight's meeting 
as his mother recently passed away, and requested that the meeting be adjourned in her 
honor. 
 
ADJOURNED in memory of Chair David Armenta’s mother to PUBLIC HEARING at 
6:02pm 
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