
 

Sepulveda Transit Corridor Frequently Asked Questions – March 2024 

  

Metro has a plan to make it easier to get around. The natural barrier created by the Santa Monica Mountains 
makes traveling between the San Fernando Valley and the Westside complex and challenging – and will require 
innova�on and mul�ple solu�ons. Metro is studying several projects in this area, including a new rail line with 
the Sepulveda Transit Corridor Project.   
  
PROJECT STATUS AND DESCRIPTION   
  
1. What is the status of the Sepulveda Transit Corridor (STC) Project?    

This project is currently in environmental review that is leading to the release of a Dra� 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). This is the second of five major phases in the project 
development process, followed by final design, construc�on, and opera�ons. The 
environmental process is expected to generate an inclusive vision that balances the unique 
needs of diverse corridor stakeholders, including future riders, through ongoing dialogue with 
project stakeholders and communi�es. As the regional transporta�on planning agency for Los 
Angeles County, Metro is leading the environmental analysis consistent with the requirements 
of both the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and Na�onal Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA).    
 
See the next sec�on for more informa�on on the environmental review process.   

  
2. What are the goals of the project?   

For this project, Metro has established six goals:    
i. Improve Mobility   

• Increase transit frequency and decrease travel �me   
• Increase transit ridership   
• Priori�ze connec�ons to high traffic points of interest   
• Promote efficiency of transfer experience   
• Support non-automobile First-Last Mile connec�ons 

ii. Improve Accessibility and Promote Equity   
• Improve access for Equity Focus Communi�es    
• Target infrastructure and service investments towards those with the greatest 

mobility needs  
iii. Support Community and Economic Development   

• Increase opportunity for economic growth around sta�ons    
• Minimize physical barriers to communi�es created by the project   
• Priori�ze sta�on placement and design that is consistent with community context    

iv. Protect Environmental Resources and Support a Sustainable Transporta�on System  
• Reduce vehicles miles travelled, greenhouse gas emissions, and other air pollutants 
• Minimize impacts to environmental resources 

v.   Provide a Cost-Effec�ve Solu�on and Minimize Risk    
• Maximize benefits to the public rela�ve to cost    
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• Maximize poten�al eligibility for state and federal funding opportuni�es   
• Provide an affordable transit solu�on that achieves cost and schedule certainty  

vi. Enhance Resiliency   
• Provide resilience to natural disasters and climate change   

  
3. What alterna�ves are under considera�on?   

Metro is conduc�ng the evalua�on of six build alterna�ves for a high-capacity rail transit op�on 
between the San Fernando Valley and the Westside, including alterna�ves with different 
modes – monorail (Alterna�ves 1-3) and heavy rail (Alterna�ves 4-6). Metro contracted with 
two private sector teams in a Pre-Development Agreement (PDA) to design five of the six 
alterna�ves.  Those teams are LA SkyRail Express (LASRE) and Sepulveda Transit Corridor 
Partners (STCP).  In addi�on, Metro is developing a sixth alterna�ve. See ques�ons 7-9 for 
more informa�on about the PDA process. 
 
For all alterna�ves, the northern end of the project would be at the Van Nuys 
Metrolink/Amtrak sta�on, and the southern end point at the Metro E Line (Expo). As required 
by CEQA and NEPA, a “No Project” alterna�ve is also being considered to compare benefits and 
impacts of the proposed project with those that would occur if the project were not approved 
and implemented.   
 
Alterna�ve 1: Monorail with aerial alignment in the Interstate 405 (I-405) corridor and electric 

bus connec�on to UCLA (LASRE)  
Alterna�ve 2:  Monorail with aerial alignment in I-405 corridor and underground automated 

people mover connec�on to UCLA (LASRE)   
Alterna�ve 3:  Monorail with aerial alignment in the I-405 corridor and underground alignment 

between Gety Center and Wilshire Bl (LASRE)  
Alterna�ve 4:  Heavy rail with underground alignment south of Ventura Bl and aerial alignment 

generally along Sepulveda Bl in the San Fernando Valley (STCP)  
Alterna�ve 5:  Heavy rail with underground alignment including along Sepulveda Bl in the San 

Fernando Valley (STCP)  
Alterna�ve 6: Heavy rail with underground alignment including along Van Nuys Bl in the San  

Fernando Valley and southern terminus sta�on at Bundy Dr (Metro) 
No Project:  The “No Project” alterna�ve includes all exis�ng highway and transit services 

and facili�es, as well as other transit and highway projects scheduled to be 
opera�onal by 2045.   

 
Learn more and see maps on the interac�ve StoryMap.   
  

Alterna�ve 6, also a heavy rail alterna�ve, is being developed by Metro’s environmental consultant, HTA 
Partners. 
 
4. Will Alterna�ve 2 be eliminated? 

LASRE requested the removal of Alterna�ve 2 from further considera�on in the environmental 
process. Withdrawal of an alterna�ve from further considera�on can be made per CEQA 
Guidelines Sec�on 15126.6(f) and documented in the Alterna�ves Considered but Rejected 
sec�on of an EIR or elsewhere in the administra�ve record. Metro will hold community 
mee�ngs in Spring 2024 specifically dedicated to gathering addi�onal feedback on the monorail 
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alterna�ves. This feedback will inform whether Alterna�ve 2 should be eliminated. More 
informa�on can be found in the March 6, 2024 Board Update.  

 
5. Where would the sta�ons be located?   

Nine sta�on loca�ons are being studied throughout the project area, with varia�ons across the 
six alterna�ves. These are:  

• Van Nuys Metrolink Sta�on  
• Sherman Way Sta�on  
• Metro G Line (Orange) Sta�on  
• Ventura Boulevard Sta�on  
• Gety Center Sta�on  
• UCLA Gateway Plaza Sta�on  
• Wilshire Boulevard/Metro D Line (Purple) Sta�on  
• Santa Monica Boulevard Sta�on  
• Metro E Line (Expo) Sta�on  

 
Note: Alternative 1 would connect onto the UCLA campus via a bus and Alternative 2 would do 
so via an automated people mover. Each of those would have a stop near the Wilshire 
Boulevard monorail station, an intermediate stop in Westwood Village, and at UCLA Gateway 
Plaza.  
 
More informa�on about the poten�al sta�on loca�ons can be found here.  
  

6. Can new alignments or sta�ons be considered? Will any of the remaining alterna�ves be 
modified or eliminated as a result of the studies that are underway?  
Based on the results of the earlier Feasibility Study and proposals received from the PDA 
teams, Metro iden�fied the alterna�ves for environmental review. As the EIR study progresses 
and new data emerges, remaining alterna�ves and sta�ons could be eliminated or modified as 
a result of technical informa�on or public input. Metro will con�nue to keep the public 
informed about the ongoing study and project design work, including any changes that may 
arise.  
 

7. Is Metro open to innova�on and new technologies for this project?   
Metro is exploring innova�on and mul�ple solu�ons to address the mobility challenges facing 
the Sepulveda Pass in part by working with two private sector teams – LA SkyRail Express and 
Sepulveda Transit Corridor Partners – to design five of the six alterna�ves being considered. 
The Metro Board approved the use of a Pre-Development Agreement (PDA) process for the 
project to solicit the most innova�ve ideas from the private sector. All PDA proposers, whether 
selected or not, proposed a proven rail technology, either light rail, heavy rail, or monorail.    

  
8. What is a Pre-Development Agreement (PDA)  

A PDA is an agreement with a contractor to ini�ate the development of a project through a 
public-private partnership (P3) model designed to incen�vize innova�ons in design, 
engineering, construc�on approach, financing and opera�ons. The use of a PDA for the project 
was approved by the Metro Board of Directors in 2019 and was a cri�cal component of several 
unsolicited proposals submited to Metro’s Office of Extraordinary Innova�on in 2016. The PDA 
contractors – LA SkyRail Express and Sepulveda Transit Corridor Partners – are bringing their 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ODJ7tSuDcE2-XaRL_Nw3hOZY-YZP_p67aoOjYZ4jS7SwmyudnuVXnScH8mQTIP0oJJf9nWnagLfwUjx9xFZFVn2N2jrNr4X_YWwVvIxxzJN9xEw_-FvFeywcrrqCJUOy64tOXS4BK719g9zweDlOgLS2LPArcTV5ph6FlF9yIX9WEj17pWHhVCt_pEDmaFGVI-tzhTuQEWjG5GwhYHgqgATYXpwzEcmmoLYo1XWLEaXSErZBCRplRtmbqB_gLLlmU6G-ibfgOOJCHXgYlE9I3i5XynPkEYCuaOGcUb-5culGFAbVPzqxOL42m45v-x1CiPIiMlpvoh2sp_VZuu9HQNVyesqgvr_iSNtiqAyGGRKJlysQMh3Iy2q1LKjXsqfF&c=7qdoW4DRjXE6MG1k9XTPt_lxwaYf8B2jugo2ZwkkbTXlTrYa5cO1dA==&ch=rWNDkyF5KklbkTNUMxa-_0Hz-8WjCCQLM2J8DFi_qmaYtVTi6Sg_mA==
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fbe1a5e154b6447b86507e4bb87159cf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fbe1a5e154b6447b86507e4bb87159cf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AADSBDRSVnIrauHVXaR4cIqGa/Reports%20and%20Info/Final%20Feasibility%20Report%20%E2%80%93%20November%202019/Feasibility%20Report.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/fg1rb8xudfdio7tbeaz7q/h/Reports%20and%20Info/Meeting%20Summary%20Reports/Final%20Feasibility%20Report%20%E2%80%93%20November%202019?rlkey=glxypiku0crn6qa1cl00d71po&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AADSBDRSVnIrauHVXaR4cIqGa/Reports%20and%20Info/Final%20Feasibility%20Report%20%E2%80%93%20November%202019/Feasibility%20Report.pdf?dl=0
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exper�se and crea�vity to the table early— when cri�cal planning, design and engineering 
decisions can have the greatest impact on the project’s ul�mate success.   
 

9. What is Metro’s role rela�ve to the PDA teams?   
Metro is managing each of the PDA teams. Addi�onally, consistent with the agency’s role in 
state statute, Metro is leading the environmental evalua�on of all alterna�ves, including 
alterna�ves proposed by the PDA teams. As the regional transporta�on planning agency for Los 
Angeles County, Metro is authorized to environmentally study and approve fixed guideway (i.e., 
rail) projects in Los Angeles County.   
 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROCESS   
  

10. How did planning for the project begin?  
Metro ini�ated the planning process in 2017 with the development of a Feasibility Study that 
considered 48 poten�al concepts for fulfilling the goals of the project. That study narrowed 
these down a�er conduc�ng mul�ple rounds of analysis, receiving public feedback, and 
applying evalua�on criteria. The range of project alterna�ves was further informed by the PDA 
proposals, which included both heavy rail and monorail concepts.    
  
The formal environmental study started on November 30, 2021 when Metro issued a No�ce of 
Prepara�on (NOP) and began scoping for the project. The project is now in the environmental 
review process and Metro is working with the two PDA teams to design five of the six 
alterna�ves being considered. HTA Partners, Metro’s environmental contractor, is developing 
the sixth alterna�ve.   
  

11. What are the �ming and next steps in the environmental review process?    
Metro is con�nuing to advance the technical studies in support of the Dra� Environmental 
Impact Report (DEIR)that is being developed to evaluate the project alterna�ves.    
 
The environmental study will con�nue progressing under CEQA un�l the DEIR is released for 
public review and comment. The release of the DEIR is currently an�cipated to occur in early 
2025, assuming receipt of all technical informa�on from the design teams. At that �me, there 
will be an opportunity for the public to provide input during the formal DEIR comment period, 
including public hearings.  
 
Following the public comment period, the Metro Board of Directors will be asked to iden�fy a 
Locally Preferred Alterna�ve (LPA). Once an LPA is iden�fied, environmental clearance for the 
project will con�nue through the development of the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) 
under CEQA and the Dra� Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (FEIS) under NEPA.    

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/fg1rb8xudfdio7tbeaz7q/h/Reports%20and%20Info/Meeting%20Summary%20Reports/Final%20Feasibility%20Report%20%E2%80%93%20November%202019?rlkey=glxypiku0crn6qa1cl00d71po&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AADSBDRSVnIrauHVXaR4cIqGa/Reports%20and%20Info/Final%20Feasibility%20Report%20%E2%80%93%20November%202019/Feasibility%20Report.pdf?dl=0
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https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AAAXN9BJY-iSfZeE-XBPWAbNa/Notifications/Sepulveda%20Transit%20Corridor%20Project_Notice%20of%20Preparation%20%28Nov%202021%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AAAXN9BJY-iSfZeE-XBPWAbNa/Notifications/Sepulveda%20Transit%20Corridor%20Project_Notice%20of%20Preparation%20%28Nov%202021%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AAAXN9BJY-iSfZeE-XBPWAbNa/Notifications/Sepulveda%20Transit%20Corridor%20Project_Notice%20of%20Preparation%20%28Nov%202021%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AAAXN9BJY-iSfZeE-XBPWAbNa/Notifications/Sepulveda%20Transit%20Corridor%20Project_Notice%20of%20Preparation%20%28Nov%202021%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AAAXN9BJY-iSfZeE-XBPWAbNa/Notifications/Sepulveda%20Transit%20Corridor%20Project_Notice%20of%20Preparation%20%28Nov%202021%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AAAXN9BJY-iSfZeE-XBPWAbNa/Notifications/Sepulveda%20Transit%20Corridor%20Project_Notice%20of%20Preparation%20%28Nov%202021%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AAAXN9BJY-iSfZeE-XBPWAbNa/Notifications/Sepulveda%20Transit%20Corridor%20Project_Notice%20of%20Preparation%20%28Nov%202021%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AAAXN9BJY-iSfZeE-XBPWAbNa/Notifications/Sepulveda%20Transit%20Corridor%20Project_Notice%20of%20Preparation%20%28Nov%202021%29.pdf?dl=0
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Throughout this process, there will be mul�ple opportuni�es for the public to review and 
comment on the project alterna�ves and the environmental analysis. Watch this informa�ve 
video to learn more about the environmental analysis process.   
 
As a precursor to the NEPA process for this project, Metro is also currently conduc�ng a 
Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) study in collabora�on with the Federal Transit 
Administra�on (FTA).  The PEL study engages federal agencies early in the planning process and 
prior to the ini�a�on of NEPA to gather input on the alterna�ves under considera�on and to 
iden�fy poten�al issues of concern that would be studied further in the future NEPA process. 
The PEL study uses informa�on, analysis, and products developed earlier in the planning 
process (including CEQA) to provide the necessary data for the eventual NEPA process, 
including the development of a Dra� Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS).    
 

12. What will the DEIR include?   
The DEIR will contain a summary evalua�on of the alterna�ves, including:   

a. Costs: construc�on cost, right-of-way cost, annual opera�ng costs   
b. Benefits: overall ridership, reduc�on in vehicle miles traveled, access to key 

des�na�ons (employment centers, cultural and educa�onal ins�tu�ons, 
atrac�ons, etc.), increased mobility for Equity Focus Communi�es (EFC)   

c. Impacts and mi�ga�ons: effects on natural and human environments, including 
property acquisi�ons, and proposed mi�ga�ons to address any nega�ve impacts   

  
It will also have conceptual engineering plans for each alterna�ve, including track alignment, 
typical cross-sec�ons, sta�on layouts and right-of-way impacts. Environmental technical 
reports analyzing each alterna�ve will also be included in the DEIR. Please see our 
Environmental Review Fact Sheet and this video for more informa�on on the study process.   
 

  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/pgm1gzjfclul7ia/22-1429_Metro_EnvironmentalReview_FINAL_220823.mov?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/pgm1gzjfclul7ia/22-1429_Metro_EnvironmentalReview_FINAL_220823.mov?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/pgm1gzjfclul7ia/22-1429_Metro_EnvironmentalReview_FINAL_220823.mov?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/pgm1gzjfclul7ia/22-1429_Metro_EnvironmentalReview_FINAL_220823.mov?dl=0
https://www.metro.net/about/environmental-review/
https://www.metro.net/about/environmental-review/
https://www.metro.net/about/environmental-review/
https://www.metro.net/about/environmental-review/
https://www.metro.net/about/environmental-review/
https://www.metro.net/about/environmental-review/
https://www.metro.net/about/environmental-review/
https://www.metro.net/about/environmental-review/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/pgm1gzjfclul7ia/22-1429_Metro_EnvironmentalReview_FINAL_220823.mov?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/pgm1gzjfclul7ia/22-1429_Metro_EnvironmentalReview_FINAL_220823.mov?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/pgm1gzjfclul7ia/22-1429_Metro_EnvironmentalReview_FINAL_220823.mov?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/pgm1gzjfclul7ia/22-1429_Metro_EnvironmentalReview_FINAL_220823.mov?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/pgm1gzjfclul7ia/22-1429_Metro_EnvironmentalReview_FINAL_220823.mov?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/pgm1gzjfclul7ia/22-1429_Metro_EnvironmentalReview_FINAL_220823.mov?dl=0
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13. What technical analyses will be conducted during the environmental review process?  
Topics for environmental study under CEQA include:   

• Air Quality   
• Community and Neighborhood   
• Ecosystems and Biological Resources   
• Energy   
• Geotechnical, Subsurface, and Seismic Hazards and 

Hazardous Materials   
• Greenhouse Gas Emissions   
• Historic, Archeological, and Paleontological 

Resources   
• Land Use and Development   

• Noise and Vibra�on   
• Parklands and Community Facili�es  
• Real Estate and Acquisi�on   
• Safety and Security   
• Transporta�on   
• Tribal Cultural Resources   
• Visual Quality and Aesthe�cs   
• Water Resources   
• Wildfire   

The purpose of the technical analyses is to provide a comprehensive assessment of all poten�al 
environmental impacts associated with the project alterna�ves, while also addressing the 
environmental resource topics listed in the State CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G, while also 
covering federal requirements for the subsequent NEPA document.   
 

14. How long will the public comment period be for the Dra� EIR when it’s released?    
The environmental process is governed by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
which mandates a minimum comment period of no less than 30 days, and no longer than 60 
days except in unusual circumstances. Metro is commited to ensuring the public has sufficient 
�me to review the DEIR.  
 
As such, given the size and regional significance of the Sepulveda Transit Corridor project, Metro 
will extend the minimum review period to 60 days.  

 
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT/OUTREACH    
 
15. What are the opportuni�es for public engagement and feedback on the project?    

Public input is encouraged throughout the environmental analysis of the project. Metro 
welcomes comments at our public events, as well as through our website, phone line, email and 
U.S. Mail. Please contact us through any of those means to be added to our distribu�on list to 
receive informa�on and updates about the project, including formal comment opportuni�es.  
Phone: 213.922.7375 
E-mail: sepulvedatransit@metro.net 
U.S. Mail:  Peter Carter, Project Manager 

Metro 
One Gateway Plaza, Mail Stop 99-22-6 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

16. How was past community input incorporated into the solicita�on and procurement of the PDA 
contractors?    
The 2019 Feasibility Study included two years of ongoing community and stakeholder outreach, 
including three rounds of public mee�ngs throughout the study area. Reports from the 
Feasibility Study, including the public engagement and input are public informa�on and were 
made available to the bidders as part of the PDA solicita�on and procurement.  
 

https://resources.ca.gov/CNRALegacyFiles/ceqa/docs/ab52/final-approved-appendix-G.pdf
https://resources.ca.gov/CNRALegacyFiles/ceqa/docs/ab52/final-approved-appendix-G.pdf
https://www.metro.net/projects/sepulvedacorridor/
mailto:sepulvedatransit@metro.net
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/fg1rb8xudfdio7tbeaz7q/h/Reports%20and%20Info/Meeting%20Summary%20Reports/Final%20Feasibility%20Report%20%E2%80%93%20November%202019?rlkey=glxypiku0crn6qa1cl00d71po&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AADIkInrnTWLeCVamNh0-n6za/Reports%20and%20Info/Final%20Feasibility%20Report%20%E2%80%93%20November%202019?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AADIkInrnTWLeCVamNh0-n6za/Reports%20and%20Info/Final%20Feasibility%20Report%20%E2%80%93%20November%202019?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
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17. What kind of feedback did Metro seek during scoping? How many comments did Metro 
receive and how are they being used?   
The scoping period was the first opportunity during the environmental phase to share the 
project alterna�ves with the public and discuss the process of environmental review.  
 
During the 74-day scoping period, from November 30, 2021 to February 11, 2022, Metro 
sought feedback from the public about:   

• Alterna�ves being considered   
• How the alterna�ves might be enhanced or modified   
• Other alterna�ves that should be evaluated   
• Issues and concerns with the project plans   
• Ques�ons that should be answered as part of the study    

 
Metro received input from nearly 3,100 individuals, organiza�ons and ins�tu�ons during the 
scoping period, with many of the submissions containing mul�ple comments. Metro has 
reviewed and organized the comments and shared them with the technical and PDA teams 
working to refine the alterna�ves and develop the Dra� EIR.  
 
The feedback received during this period is informing the environmental analysis underway and 
is available in the Scoping Summary Report. A summary was presented at the June 2022 
Community Update Mee�ngs (video recording and Power Point Presenta�on).    

  
18. Has Metro shared any other informa�on with the public?  

In January 2023, Metro held a series of open houses – one in Van Nuys, one in Westwood and 
one via Zoom – to share informa�on and gather feedback about the proposed sta�on loca�ons 
and their entrances. The goal of these events was to allow the public to view how future riders 
would access the system. More informa�on about the sta�on loca�ons and alterna�ves can be 
found in the interac�ve Sta�on Loca�on StoryMap. More than 500 stakeholders atended these 
open houses and 1,800 feedback forms were collected. A summary of what we heard can be 
found in this report. 
 
In Fall 2023, Metro again hosted community mee�ngs – one in Westwood, one in Van Nuys and 
one via Zoom – to share informa�on and gather feedback about the projected travel �mes and 
ridership for all alterna�ves. The presenta�on and recording of the mee�ng are available on 
the project website. Atendees were able to ask ques�ons and submit feedback. Addi�onally, 
stakeholders provided feedback via email and online. In total, 720 comments and ques�ons 
were received between Oct. 24 and Dec. 11, 2023. A summary of what we heard can be found 
in this report. 
 
Metro will con�nue to share informa�on from the study with the public as it becomes 
available.  
 

19. How else has Metro engaged with the public on this project? 
Since the passage of Measure M and the Feasibility Study for the Sepulveda Transit Corridor 
project, Metro has steadfastly focused on execu�ng an outreach program that provides a wide 
range of opportuni�es for engagement. Given the regional importance of this project, the 
outreach has been focused not only within the study area, but also in the surrounding 
communi�es from which trips through the corridor originate.  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AADrndj_9S5i-XuaNYZLq6Xca/Reports%20and%20Info/Scoping%20Summary%20Report%20-%20June%202022?dl=0&preview=Sepulveda+Transit+Corridor+Scoping+Summary+Report.pdf&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/lw1nixokb1jbqwmch3koa/Sepulveda-Transit-Corridor-Scoping-Summary-Report.pdf?rlkey=nf3ff0r7kyzrkp9zpy88053bh&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AADrndj_9S5i-XuaNYZLq6Xca/Reports%20and%20Info/Scoping%20Summary%20Report%20-%20June%202022?dl=0&preview=Sepulveda+Transit+Corridor+Scoping+Summary+Report.pdf&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AADrndj_9S5i-XuaNYZLq6Xca/Reports%20and%20Info/Scoping%20Summary%20Report%20-%20June%202022?dl=0&preview=Sepulveda+Transit+Corridor+Scoping+Summary+Report.pdf&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F60TOj6ceskw&data=05%7C01%7CDelarivaJ%40metro.net%7C4bc7372ff4594e26dc6808da5568979b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C637916204963204272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HBBvN09fyt%2BlcHh4sysrgkbSp%2FnD%2FLWqTvFoVzgnoxg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F60TOj6ceskw&data=05%7C01%7CDelarivaJ%40metro.net%7C4bc7372ff4594e26dc6808da5568979b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C637916204963204272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HBBvN09fyt%2BlcHh4sysrgkbSp%2FnD%2FLWqTvFoVzgnoxg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F60TOj6ceskw&data=05%7C01%7CDelarivaJ%40metro.net%7C4bc7372ff4594e26dc6808da5568979b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C637916204963204272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HBBvN09fyt%2BlcHh4sysrgkbSp%2FnD%2FLWqTvFoVzgnoxg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F60TOj6ceskw&data=05%7C01%7CDelarivaJ%40metro.net%7C4bc7372ff4594e26dc6808da5568979b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C637916204963204272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HBBvN09fyt%2BlcHh4sysrgkbSp%2FnD%2FLWqTvFoVzgnoxg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F60TOj6ceskw&data=05%7C01%7CDelarivaJ%40metro.net%7C4bc7372ff4594e26dc6808da5568979b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C637916204963204272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HBBvN09fyt%2BlcHh4sysrgkbSp%2FnD%2FLWqTvFoVzgnoxg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F60TOj6ceskw&data=05%7C01%7CDelarivaJ%40metro.net%7C4bc7372ff4594e26dc6808da5568979b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C637916204963204272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HBBvN09fyt%2BlcHh4sysrgkbSp%2FnD%2FLWqTvFoVzgnoxg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F60TOj6ceskw&data=05%7C01%7CDelarivaJ%40metro.net%7C4bc7372ff4594e26dc6808da5568979b%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C1%7C0%7C637916204963204272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HBBvN09fyt%2BlcHh4sysrgkbSp%2FnD%2FLWqTvFoVzgnoxg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/vwnd3wdeniztsfwmrsp0q/STC_Comm-Update-Meeting-Presentation_English_06.16.22.pdf?rlkey=vt19gp6pdxyu1mz6vza8l34oo&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AABVOchNFybnTl--Gc6NfZaNa/Presentations%20and%20Meeting%20Materials/2022_06_16_June%20Community%20Update%20Meeting/STC_Comm%20Update%20Meeting%20Presentation_English_06.16.22.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AABVOchNFybnTl--Gc6NfZaNa/Presentations%20and%20Meeting%20Materials/2022_06_16_June%20Community%20Update%20Meeting/STC_Comm%20Update%20Meeting%20Presentation_English_06.16.22.pdf?dl=0
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fbe1a5e154b6447b86507e4bb87159cf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fbe1a5e154b6447b86507e4bb87159cf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0byerml83ks8dvy/AACxqB1cmXtBzv64ee4T7Wwia/Reports%20and%20Info/Board%20Reports?dl=0&preview=2023.08.25_Board+Box++Sepulveda+Transit+Corridor+Project+Update+on+Community+Outreach.pdf&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/945dhzn47cdoklvja6cgz/Fall-2023-FINAL-Presentation-for-Upload.pdf?rlkey=d9t17zg7bq0g00aehgfv1rgnr&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/8n0rclvyxir2esyxywn7t/STC_Virtual_Meeting11.1.23_English.mp4?rlkey=e9semlh254fdj9xd3cwkyolmx&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/j87innsq218434pi0t5m5/2024.05.06_Sepulveda_Transit_Corridor_Project_-Board_Box_October_Meeting_Summary_Report.pdf?rlkey=99nnn8kj90oxbr8tvsz2qdel6&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/fg1rb8xudfdio7tbeaz7q/h/Reports%20and%20Info/Meeting%20Summary%20Reports/Final%20Feasibility%20Report%20%E2%80%93%20November%202019?rlkey=glxypiku0crn6qa1cl00d71po&dl=0
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To that end, the team has held mul�ple, bilingual (English and Spanish) forums for community 
engagement. Metro hosted 22 public mee�ngs through the end of 2023.   
 
Copies of the mee�ng presenta�ons, materials, and recordings of the virtual community 
mee�ngs are posted on Metro’s website. This has extended the reach of these live events so 
that the public can view them on their own �me. The team also recognized that many people 
are not able to par�cipate in public mee�ngs or feel comfortable doing so. Therefore, we have 
also engaged stakeholders at events/fes�vals, stakeholder briefings/mee�ngs, transit sta�ons, 
churches, and youth events. 
 
All of this public engagement has been and will con�nue to be shared on the project website.   
An outreach summary will also be included as part of the Dra� EIR.   
 

20. Why doesn’t Metro have all the answers to the public’s ques�ons? Why can’t the agency be 
more forthcoming? Why is the process taking so long? 
The purpose of the environmental study is to thoroughly evaluate the alterna�ves, their 
benefits and their environmental impacts. That necessarily includes the answers to the 
ques�ons that the community is asking. We understand that there is also a great deal of 
interest in the alterna�ves, including those from the PDA developers. We also understand that, 
at �mes, the process can be frustra�ngly slow, including at this early stage of the study when 
those answers aren’t yet available.  
 
Following the guidelines of both CEQA and NEPA, it is Metro’s responsibility to consider a range of 
alterna�ves while ensuring that the process treats all alterna�ves impar�ally as they advance 
through the same rigorous, technical analysis. Those guidelines also require that the analysis is 
impar�al and protects the process of receiving public input and disclosing environmental impacts. 
This includes Metro’s commitment to a comprehensive outreach program that provides 
stakeholders the necessary informa�on, tools and resources to remain informed and engaged, and 
provide valuable input at key milestones. See ques�ons 12 and 13 for more informa�on about what 
will be included in the DEIR.  
 
Informa�on regarding projected ridership and travel �mes was shared with the public in 
October/November 2023. Further informa�on including about project costs, environmental 
impacts and mi�ga�ons will be shared as it becomes available through the study.  
 

21. Is Metro the only source of informa�on for the project? Are the PDA teams able to provide 
informa�on directly to the public?  
Official informa�on regarding the project can be found on Metro’s project website. The 
administra�ve record for the project will include comments made through official channels 
from the scoping period and during the official comment period when the DEIR is released.    
Please note that the awarded PDA contracts are for the design of the concepts proposed by the 
two PDA teams (Alterna�ves 1- 5). These concepts are expected to evolve with feedback from 
the PDA teams and environmental processes.  
 
The PDA teams may share informa�on with the public, with the following disclaimer on all 
materials:    

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/945dhzn47cdoklvja6cgz/Fall-2023-FINAL-Presentation-for-Upload.pdf?rlkey=d9t17zg7bq0g00aehgfv1rgnr&dl=0
https://www.metro.net/projects/sepulvedacorridor/
https://www.metro.net/projects/sepulvedacorridor/
https://www.metro.net/projects/sepulvedacorridor/
https://www.metro.net/projects/sepulvedacorridor/
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Because Metro has not completed a CEQA review, the information contained herein does not 
constitute or evidence an approval by Metro of, or commitment of Metro to, any action for which 
prior environmental review is required under CEQA. Metro retains the absolute sole discretion to 
make decisions under CEQA, which discretion includes, without limitation (i) deciding not to 
proceed with the Project (known as the “no build” alternative) and (ii) deciding to approve the 
Project. There will be no approval or commitment by Metro regarding the development of the 
Project, unless and until Metro, as the Lead Agency, and based upon information resulting from 
the CEQA environmental review process, considers the impacts of the Project.  

   
22. How will Metro promote equity in its outreach process for this project?  

Metro’s Equity Pla�orm commits Metro to address inequi�es and create more equitable access to 
opportunity for Equity Focus Communi�es (EFCs), which are communi�es in which:   

• 40% of households are low-income and 80% are non-white OR   
• 40% of households are low-income and 10% have no access to a vehicle   

 
EFCs are concentrated in the north end of the Study Area in the San Fernando Valley. Metro is 
commited to an outreach process that promotes equity. The outreach consultant team that is 
engaged on this project reflects the diversity of Los Angeles and the project area and is working 
closely with Metro to develop a program that reaches the broadest range of stakeholders to 
engage them effec�vely and meaningfully. The team has conducted a broad range of ac�vi�es, 
including booths at events, outreach at transit sta�ons, collabora�on with community-based 
and faith-based organiza�ons, and coordina�on with elected officials represen�ng the 
communi�es throughout the project area. These efforts will con�nue throughout the 
environmental study phase and beyond.  

 
TRAVEL TIMES/BOARDINGS 
  

23. How are the boarding and travel �me projec�ons being developed? How or why might they 
change as a study progresses?  
Metro maintains a travel demand model that is used to develop ridership forecasts for all its planned 
rail lines. The model includes projec�ons of the distribu�on of popula�on, employment, and college 
enrollment throughout Southern California, based on the most recent demographic data provided 
by the Southern California Associa�on of Governments (SCAG). The current version of Metro’s 
model is calibrated to 2019 ridership and produces forecasts for year 2045 condi�ons, based on 
demographic projec�ons from SCAG’s Regional Transporta�on Plan (RTP) adopted in 2020.  
 
Ridership forecasts for individual alterna�ves depend on a number of factors, including proximity of 
sta�ons to popula�on, jobs, and college students; sta�on parking; service frequency; sta�on-to-
sta�on travel �mes; distance of any required transfers from other bus or rail lines; and the number 
of transfers required to complete a trip. As the study of a transit project progresses, ridership 
forecasts are updated as the features of the alterna�ves themselves are refined and as more 
detailed designs become available, allowing the model to represent travel and transfer �mes more 
precisely.   
 
In addi�on, the updated demographic projec�ons that SCAG produces every four years for the RTP 
may result in changes to forecast travel paterns, which could result in changes in the ridership 
forecasts for both exis�ng and planned transit lines. For example, if SCAG forecasts increased 
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employment growth in one area, the travel demand model may forecast an increase in transit trips 
to that area.  
 

24. What are the projected end-to-end travel �mes for the project? 
The travel �mes from the Van Nuys Metrolink sta�on to the E Line (Expo) range from 18-32 
minutes as follows: 

Alterna�ve 1: 28 minutes 
Alterna�ve 2: 30 minutes 
Alterna�ve 3: 32 minutes 
Alterna�ve 4: 20 minutes 
Alterna�ve 5: 19 minutes 
Alterna�ve 6: 18 minutes 
 

25. What about projected travel �mes to key des�na�ons? 
Travel �me (mins) from  
Van Nuys Metrolink to: 

Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 

UCLA Gateway Plaza 39 32 24 16 15 12 
D Line Century City Sta�on 33 34 36 26 24 22 
E Line Santa Monica Sta�on 43 45 48 36 35 31 

 
26. How does this compare to driving? 

All of the alterna�ves offer significant �me savings. Driving southbound in the morning peak can 
take 40-85 minutes or more, as compared to a projected 18-32 minutes for the Sepulveda Transit 
Corridor, depending on the alterna�ve, which would be a more consistent, predictable commute 
than driving.  
 

27. What are the forecasted boardings for the project? 
The total forecasted boardings at all of the sta�ons on the project on an average weekday in 2045 
are as follows: 

Alt 1: 64,798       
Alt 2: 69,985 
Alt 3: 86,013       
Alt 4: 120,546    
Alt 5: 121,624    
Alt 6: 107,096 
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28. What are the projected weekday boardings for each sta�on in 2045?  

 Alt 1 Alt 2 Alt 3 Alt 4 Alt 5 Alt 6 
Van Nuys Metrolink 12,583 12,531 13,140 18,385 19,338 17,983 
Sherman Way 1,587 1,532 1,574 6,637 6,587 - 
Metro G Line 9,172 8,906 9,021 15,026 14,900 13,568 
Ventura Bl 5,837 5,665 6,090 7,176 7,206 7,163 
Getty Center 1,393 1,346 1,335 - - - 
UCLA Gateway Plaza - - 17,909 18,252 18,294 16,322 
APM - 5,787 - - - - 
E-Bus 900 - - - - - 
Wilshire Bl D Line 18,877 18,880 21,161 33,133 33,237 30,917 
Santa Monica Bl 3,271 3,560 3,758 5,001 5,024 5,625 
Metro E Line 11,179 11,778 12,025 16,936 17,038 15,518 

 
29. Why are these boarding projec�ons different from the 2019 Sepulveda Transit Corridor 

Feasibility Study? 
The EIR is building on the Feasibility Study that served as a star�ng point for the project. It is not 
unusual for forecasts to evolve as project evalua�on progresses, alterna�ves are refined and more 
detailed designs become available. Con�nued design of the alterna�ves, including informa�on 
about sta�on entrances, pla�orm loca�ons, etc. has allowed for more detailed analysis. The “No 
Project” alterna�ve has also changed since the Feasibility Study to account for changes in bus 
service due to the implementa�on of the NextGen Bus Plan, as well as bus changes that are planned 
when the D/Purple Line opens. In addi�on, regional growth forecasts have been updated. See 
ques�on 23 for more informa�on about how boarding informa�on is developed.  
 

PARKING  
  

All of the alterna�ves include the parking that is available at current Metro sta�ons on the 
Metro G (Orange) and Metro E (Expo) Lines that will connect to this project. These Metro-
owned parking facili�es would be available to all Metro riders on a first come, first serve basis. 
In addi�on, some of the alterna�ves may have new parking facili�es proposed. 
  

30. How is the project evalua�ng parking needs and impacts?  
Exis�ng and proposed parking at the sta�ons is one of the factors u�lized in forecas�ng the 
ridership for each alterna�ve. Ridership forecasts will be included in the Dra� EIR along with 
es�mates of how many passengers are expected to arrive at the sta�ons by bus, rail, walking, 
park-and-ride, or kiss-and-ride.  
  
The effects of the project on parking and traffic will be evaluated in a technical report that will 
be shared with the public at the same �me that the DEIR is released. The analysis in this report 
will include an inventory of on-street and off-street parking within one-quarter mile of each 
proposed sta�on, iden�fy any on-street or off-street parking that would be removed to 
construct each of the alterna�ves, and whether new/added parking would generate new car 
trips in the area. 
  

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/fg1rb8xudfdio7tbeaz7q/h/Reports%20and%20Info/Meeting%20Summary%20Reports/Final%20Feasibility%20Report%20%E2%80%93%20November%202019?rlkey=glxypiku0crn6qa1cl00d71po&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/fg1rb8xudfdio7tbeaz7q/h/Reports%20and%20Info/Meeting%20Summary%20Reports/Final%20Feasibility%20Report%20%E2%80%93%20November%202019?rlkey=glxypiku0crn6qa1cl00d71po&dl=0
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Metro does not have jurisdic�on over property it does not own. However, in conjunc�on with 
the opening of a new rail line, Metro coordinates with the local city where sta�ons are located 
to iden�fy parking restric�ons, such as residen�al parking permit programs, that may be 
necessary to discourage transit customers from parking on streets adjacent to transit sta�ons.  
 

31. How does Metro determine whether to provide new parking facili�es?  
Metro considers a variety of factors to determine where and whether to provide new parking 
facili�es. These include the availability of exis�ng parking, if new property would need to be 
acquired and the cost of that property, associated construc�on costs, poten�al effects on 
adjacent land uses, and access to the sta�on by other modes of travel. 

  
OTHER PROJECT QUESTIONS  

  
32. Can this project be extended to Los Angeles Interna�onal Airport (LAX)? 

The current project is being designed so that future projects can provide an extension of the 
proposed line to LAX.  All of the alterna�ves under study allow for a future extension to LAX. 
 

33. Do all proposed alterna�ves have sufficient capacity to accommodate the long-term demand 
in the corridor?  
All six alterna�ves being studied have sufficient capacity to meet the projected long-term 
demand for the corridor. Informed by the 2019 Sepulveda Transit Corridor Feasibility Study, 
Metro established that all the alterna�ves to be studied in the environmental process must 
provide infrastructure capable of carrying at least 12,000 passengers per direc�on, per hour.  
The number of passengers that can be carried is a func�on of the capacity of the trains, their 
speed and frequency of service. Metro will con�nue to evaluate all the alterna�ves under 
considera�on to ensure they meet this requirement. 
     

34. Will any of the proposed alterna�ves allow trains to travel on other exis�ng or planned Metro 
rail lines? If so, could maintenance facili�es be shared with other lines? 
None of the proposed alterna�ves would allow trains to travel directly onto other Metro lines 
nor could they use exis�ng maintenance facili�es. The Sepulveda Transit Corridor is being 
studied and planned as a north-south alignment. All proposed alterna�ves will strive to provide 
fast, easy and convenient transfers to the Metro G Line (Orange), D Line (Purple), E Line (Expo) 
Lines, and the future East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor. This allows for more frequent 
and beter passenger service on each individual line as opposed to when trains alternate their 
service on different lines. Therefore, the Sepulveda Transit Corridor Project will require its own 
maintenance and storage facility (MSF). For more informa�on, see our Rail Maintenance and 
Opera�ons Facili�es Fact Sheet.   

  
35. Once this line is in opera�on, will Metro change or improve service on other rail or bus lines 

that connect to it? 
Yes, Metro typically evaluates service across its network and par�cularly for connec�ng lines 
when a new rail line opens. 
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POTENTIAL PROJECT IMPACTS    
 
36. Do the proposed monorail alterna�ves have sta�ons in the median of I-405?   

The monorail alterna�ves (Alterna�ves 1-3) do not have any proposed sta�ons in the median of 
the freeway. The proposed monorail sta�ons are almost all located on the side of the I-405. 
Informa�on about sta�on loca�ons for all alterna�ves, including the monorail, can be found in 
the interac�ve Sta�on Loca�on StoryMap.   
 

37. Will Metro study the health impacts on riders of the sta�ons adjacent to the I-405 Freeway? 
CEQA requires an assessment of health risks associated with toxic air pollutants. Those are 
typically assessed in detail when a project would result in a new source of air toxics (e.g., a 
factory) or “sensi�ve receptors” in long-term proximity to an exis�ng source of air toxics (e.g., 
housing next to a freeway). Once a source of air toxics and associated receptors have been 
iden�fied, an evalua�on of health risks would assess the amount, dura�on and patern of toxic 
dispersion in the air from its source, as well as the length of exposure. 
 
The EIR for the STC project will not quan�ta�vely assess health risks for transit riders wai�ng on 
sta�on pla�orms. Exposure �me for transit riders is an�cipated to be too brief to result in any 
meaningful change in health risks especially given an�cipated improvements in auto emissions 
due to new technologies and regulatory requirements. Further, as all the alterna�ves propose 
electric powered vehicles, the rail cars would not generate toxic exhaust emissions. 
 
However, the EIR will evaluate the health risks of construc�on ac�vi�es with a focus on sensi�ve 
loca�ons where heavy equipment could be used. 

 
38. Will elevated trains and sta�ons cause noise or vibra�on for those nearby?  

Noise and vibra�on experienced from above ground rail opera�ons are a func�on of the type 
of technology as well as proximity to the trains, tracks and sta�ons.  
 
The impact of noise on communi�es is one of the many possible impacts Metro studies when 
considering transit projects. Metro is comple�ng technical analyses related to noise for all 
alterna�ves as part of the environmental process.  
 
The findings of these studies, along with mi�ga�on measures and effec�veness of those 
measures, will be shared with the community prior to the release of the Dra� EIR, which will 
also include that informa�on. Metro will invite the public’s comment as it considers a locally 
preferred alterna�ve recommenda�on. 

 
39. During construc�on, will there be noise, vibra�on or other impacts that residents will be 

aware of? How will construc�on of the monorail affect/impact traffic on the 405?  
The nature of construc�on impacts will depend on the selected alterna�ve. The environmental 
process will iden�fy and evaluate construc�on impacts such as noise and vibra�on. Those 
impacts, along with mi�ga�on measures and the effec�veness of these measures will be 
described in the DEIR.     
 

40. What effects does tunneling have at the surface?    
Modern tunneling methods such as Tunnel Boring Machines (TBM) and Sequen�al Excava�on 
Method (SEM) generally produce no no�ceable noise, vibra�on, or setlement at the ground 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fbe1a5e154b6447b86507e4bb87159cf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fbe1a5e154b6447b86507e4bb87159cf
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surface. This is because bored tunnels are generally deeper compared to tunnels constructed 
using cut and cover methods, and the ground around and above the tunnel remains fully 
supported at all �mes. Recent Metro experience with the D Line (Purple) Extension, K Line 
(Crenshaw/LAX) and the Regional Connector projects have shown these underground ac�vi�es 
can proceed with no disturbance even to sensi�ve neighbors, such as schools or theaters.   
 
No�ceable construc�on typically occurs where facili�es are needed on the surface. This 
includes at sta�ons, at the launch and extrac�on sites of boring machines, and at places where 
tracks transi�on from tunnels to the surface. Tunnel launch sites, o�en part of sta�on 
construc�on sites, are generally the largest and most ac�ve of these, as they include storage of 
materials like tunnel lining and staging for hauling away soil and rock removed from the ground 
during tunneling. These loca�ons are iden�fied during environmental studies and will be 
described in the DEIR along with impacts and associated mi�ga�ons. For more informa�on, see 
our Tunneling Fact Sheet and our Sta�on Construc�on Fact Sheet.    
 

41. What monitoring takes place during tunneling?    
Extensive and con�nuous monitoring is part of tunneling opera�ons to ensure no no�ceable 
vibra�on or setlement occurs at the ground surface, as well as monitoring for air quality in the 
tunnels. Several types of sensors are used within the tunnel and as part of this work. Other 
types of sensors are placed along the alignment at ground level, below ground, and on nearby 
structures. Plans for monitoring are developed during environmental studies and described in 
the DEIR.    
   

42. Will trains running in tunnels cause noise or vibra�on at the surface?    
In bored tunnels, trains generally produce no no�ceable noise or vibra�on at the surface. Noise 
and vibra�on from transit opera�ons can occur near surface facili�es such as sta�on entrances, 
ven�la�on facili�es, or transi�ons from tunnels to the surface. The environmental process will 
iden�fy and evaluate impacts due to opera�ons, including noise and vibra�on. Those impacts, 
along with mi�ga�on measures and the effec�veness of these measures will be described in 
the DEIR.    
 

43. Would a tunnel need to be vented? Would it be on private property? If so, what are the 
impacts such as noise and other consequences?    
Underground trains push the air as they move through the tunnels. This air can be vented to 
the surface in a variety of loca�ons. Ven�ng occurs at sta�ons, and where the tunnels come up 
to the surface. Some�mes ven�la�on sha�s at other loca�ons are also needed. The 
requirements for number, size and loca�on of ven�la�on sha�s will vary with the length of the 
underground sec�ons, the tunnel size and design, and the number and frequency of trains. The 
environmental study for the project will evaluate the vent facili�es required, how many, 
poten�al loca�ons, any environmental impacts along with any associated mi�ga�on measures.   
 
Vents can generate noise, but the amount of noise associated with a vent is dependent on its 
size and several design variables. Emissions from vents do not impact air quality as the 
ven�la�on system filters out pollutants before being released to the environment. The means 
of ven�la�on, any poten�al impacts, including property impacts, will be analyzed in the 
environmental document. Vent facili�es may require property acquisi�on. Please see our 
Property Acquisi�on Fact Sheet for more informa�on.     
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44. Will property easements be needed? And what are the prac�cal implica�ons of those 
required easements?    
Yes, most new rail projects need to acquire easements for their construc�on and opera�on. 
Some projects need property for tunnels, sta�ons, aerial structures, or other facili�es. Typical 
examples might include easements for emergency ingress and egress, underground easements 
for tunnels and sta�ons, easements for maintenance, or air rights for aerial structures. Projects 
might also need to acquire property or easements on a temporary basis for use during project 
construc�on.   
 
To ensure public safety and protect property for all par�es, some easements allow Metro to 
review plans for construc�on above or adjacent to the easement area. However, not all 
projects require significant review from or coordina�on with Metro and, in many cases, can be 
quite rou�ne and conducted as a part of the city review for the future project. The level of 
review depends on the proximity to Metro’s facili�es, site condi�ons, and the poten�al impact 
to Metro’s facili�es opera�ons/services. There are many examples around Los Angeles where 
property owners have been able to build successfully above and adjacent to our tracks, 
tunnels, sta�ons or other facili�es.   
 
The DEIR will iden�fy poten�al easements and acquisi�ons for each of the alterna�ves. More 
informa�on is available in our Property Acquisi�on Fact Sheet.   
  

45. Will eminent domain be used?    
Metro always works to achieve a nego�ated agreement with any property owner before 
pursuing eminent domain as a last resort. The property acquisi�on process is governed by the 
Uniform Reloca�on Assistance and Real Property Acquisi�on Act. More informa�on on that 
process is available in the Property Acquisi�on Fact Sheet.     

  
COST/FUNDING    
  

46. How much and what types of funding are available for the project?    
Metro’s project funding plans for major capital projects include assump�ons of other federal, 
state, and local revenue including discre�onary grants that Metro must secure through 
compe��ve processes and with local poli�cal support.  
 
The project is funded in part by Measure M, the transporta�on sales tax approved by 71 
percent of Los Angeles County voters in 2016. Measure M has allocated $9.5 billion (in 2015 
dollars) in funding ($5.7 billion for the Valley-Westside segment currently being studied and 
$3.8 billion for the future Westside-LAX segment).  
 

47. Will this be sufficient to fully fund the project and how will you get addi�onal funds if 
needed?    
Once the environmental analysis has determined project components such as the length of the 
alignment, the mode, the number of sta�ons, the property that will need to be acquired in order to 
build, etc., the project budget can be finalized. U�lizing the project budget, we can then develop the 
funding plan, that can include other local, state and federal funding sources, including discre�onary 
grants that Metro must secure through compe��ve processes.  
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48. Why is Metro considering alterna�ves that may exceed the funding currently available for a 
project? How much will the project cost?   
As required by CEQA and NEPA, the environmental review must look at a range of alterna�ves 
to address the project goals. The alterna�ves will be analyzed for environmental benefits and 
impacts across their proposed modes, alignments, sta�on loca�ons, and aboveground or 
below-ground configura�ons. In conjunc�on with the environmental review process, Metro will 
evaluate the cost es�mates and construc�on �meframes of all proposed alterna�ves. The 
findings of the environmental analysis, including projected cost es�mates, will be released in 
the DEIR for public review with a comment period and public hearings to solicit public input 
before final determina�on and iden�fica�on of an LPA. The proposed alterna�ves are being 
evaluated equally and no decisions have been reached. The ini�al cost es�mates in the 2019 
Final Feasibility Report and in the PDA proposals are based on preliminary designs. As the 
designs for the alterna�ves advance, the cost es�mates will be refined.   

 
NEARBY PROJECTS    
  
49. What else is Metro doing in the Sepulveda Corridor? 

Besides the STC Project, Metro is also studying: 
a. The I-405 Sepulveda Pass ExpressLanes (EL) is evalua�ng the possibility of conver�ng the 

exis�ng High-Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lane into High-Occupancy Toll (HOT) lanes – also 
known as ExpressLanes and adding a second HOT lane in each direc�on. In coordina�on with 
the California Department of Transporta�on (Caltrans), a combined Environmental Impact 
Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) is currently under development. 

b. The Santa Monica Mountains, including the Sepulveda Pass, are one of three areas being 
evaluated for roadway tolling and reinvestment in transporta�on services as a part of 
Metro’s Traffic Reduc�on Study (TRS). At the conclusion of the current feasibility Study, the 
Metro Board of Directors will consider staff’s recommenda�on about whether to move a 
project forward. If the Board chooses to advance a project, it would be evaluated in more 
detail through an environmental review process.  
 

More details about those efforts can be found on their websites. 
 

50. Why are you looking at so many projects in this area? 
Constrained by the Santa Monica Mountains, the Sepulveda Pass is especially challenging and 
complex and will likely need more than one project to improve travel in this area. The Sepulveda 
Transit Corridor Project is intended to provide a fast, reliable, high-capacity rail alterna�ve to 
driving between the San Fernando Valley and the Westside. ExpressLanes are intended to 
improve travel flow and maximize person-throughput of the I-405 in this area by providing toll-
free travel for carpools and offering single occupant drivers the choice to use the ExpressLanes 
by paying a toll. Toll revenue would be used for transit improvements. The Traffic Reduc�on 
Study is intended to recommend areas where a combina�on of roadway tolling, reinvestment in 
transporta�on alterna�ves and low-income assistance programs would reduce conges�on and 
provide new ways to move throughout the County. 

 
The three poten�al projects have different strategies to reduce conges�on, expand alterna�ves 
to driving alone, encourage transit ridership and carpooling, improve trip reliability, reduce air 
pollu�on, op�mize person throughput, apply technology to help manage traffic, and, in the case 
of TRS, improve street safety. 
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51. Why are Sepulveda Transit Corridor and I-405 Sepulveda Pass ExpressLanes being studied 
separately rather than together? 
While the Sepulveda Transit Corridor (STC) and ExpressLanes (EL) projects are both intended to 
improve mobility between the San Fernando Valley and the Westside, they have different 
purposes, as discussed in ques�on 49.  
 
There are two important considera�ons when determining whether these two projects should 
be studied together for environmental analysis purposes – whether they have the same 
endpoints and if either can be usable without the other. The STC endpoints are at other transit 
lines (the Van Nuys Metrolink Sta�on in the San Fernando Valley and the E/Expo Line on the 
Westside). The ExpressLanes endpoints are at the interchanges with the US-101 and I-10 
Freeways.  The two projects are also not dependent upon one another and could be usable on 
their own if built and operated separately. 
 

52. What about funding? Can Metro really afford all of these projects? 
Measure M, approved by LA County voters in 2016, commits funding for both STC and EL. Roadway 
pricing projects such as EL and those being studied through the TRS can also consider 
bonding/borrowing against future revenue streams to finance construc�on. Addi�onal funding 
sources for each project will be iden�fied as these projects advance through the development 
process.  
 

53. If the monorail op�on is selected for STC, is there enough room to also accommodate 
ExpressLanes and a recommended project from the Traffic Reduc�on Study in this corridor? And, 
conversely, if these projects are implemented in this corridor, is there enough room to 
accommodate monorail for STC? 
Both STC and ExpressLanes are going through their own environmental reviews which will evaluate 
what is possible in this corridor and the impacts given the physical constraints in the area. The two 
projects are con�nuing to coordinate with each other as a part of their respec�ve environmental 
studies. If the Board authorizes a project from the TRS study, that project would also go through an 
environmental review process. This coordina�on will con�nue as each project advances.    

DECISION-MAKING PROCESS    
  

54. What is the decision-making process?  
The decisions about a locally preferred alterna�ve and a project delivery method will be made 
by the Metro Board of Directors. These decisions will be based on a variety of factors, including 
the environmental effects of each alterna�ve, public and stakeholder feedback, cost 
effec�veness, an�cipated transit benefit and constructability and opera�onal considera�ons. 
The environmental documenta�on and review process will generate a substan�ve technical 
assessment of each of the alterna�ves under considera�on. The process affords several 
opportuni�es for public feedback and input. The Metro Board will base its decision on a 
substan�al array of technical informa�on and public feedback. There will be ample �me for 
Board delibera�on to weigh and debate all aspects of the project alterna�ves.    
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55. Who has oversight of Metro’s decisions?    
Metro is a public agency created by the State of California. Per state statute, decisions are 
made by the Metro Board of Directors that is comprised of 13 vo�ng members – the five 
members of the County Board of Supervisors, the Mayor of the City of Los Angeles plus three 
individuals appointed by the Mayor, and four local elected officials – mayors or council 
members – from and chosen by the other ci�es within Los Angeles County.    

   
LIST OF ACRONYMS    
  
CEQA  California Environmental Quality Act      HOV  High-Occupancy Vehicle  
DEIR  Dra� Environmental Impact Report    I-405  Interstate 405  
DEIS  Dra� Environmental Impact Statement    LPA  Locally Preferred Alterna�ve    
EFC  Equity Focus Communi�es    MSF  Maintenance and Storage Facility  
EIR    Environmental Impact Report      NEPA  Na�onal Environmental Policy Act    
EIS  Environmental Impact Statement      PDA  Pre-Development Agreement  
FEIR  Final Environmental Impact Report    PEL  Planning and Environment Linkages    
FEIS  Final Environmental Impact Statement    SEM  Sequen�al Excava�on Method  
FTA  Federal Transit Administra�on    TBM  Tunnel Boring Machine    
HOT  High-Occupancy Toll         

  
  

  

 


