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Responses to Comments from Japanese American Cultural and Community
Center, Handa, Toshio “Terry”

Response to Comment PC115-1

It is noted that the commenter supports the Fully Underground LRT Alternative and opposes the
other alternatives. The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the
Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

A description of cut and cover operations is provided in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered,
Section 4.18, Construction Impacts, and Appendix K, Description of Construction, of the Draft
EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR. Cut and cover entails a construction shoring system, excavating
down from the ground surface, placing a temporary deck over the excavated area, constructing
the underground facilities beneath the deck, and then backfilling and restoring the surface once
the facilities are completed. Temporary concrete decking can be placed over the cut immediately
following the first part of excavation (at about 12 to 15 feet below ground surface) to allow traffic
to pass above. Once the deck is in place, excavation and internal bracing would continue to the
required depth. Once the desired construction is completed inside the excavated area, the deck
would be removed, the excavation would be backfilled, and the surface would be restored
permanently. Refinements have been made to the Locally Preferred Alternative since publication
of the Draft EIS/EIR. These refinements would reduce the extent of cut and cover activities and
associated street lane and sidewalk closures. Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered, of this Final
EIS/EIR identifies locations where cut and cover would occur during construction of the Locally
Preferred Alternative.

Chapter 3, Transportation Impacts and Mitigation, and Section 4.2, Displacement and
Relocation, of the Draft EIS/EIR identified the number of on-street and off-street parking that
would be removed during construction and operation of each alternative, respectively. Chapter
3, Transportation Impacts and Mitigation, and Section 4.2, Displacement and Relocation, of this
Final EIS/EIR identifies the number of on-street and off-street parking that would be removed
during construction and operation of the Locally Preferred Alternative, respectively.
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Responses to Comments Volume F-3
I

PC116

Responses to Comments from Little Tokyo Community Council & Tokyo Villa
HOA, Nishimura, Howard

Response to Comment PC116-1

Appropriate candidate mitigation measures included in Section 4.3, Community and
Neighborhood Impacts, of the Draft EIS/EIR and confirmed in the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR includes
development of a community outreach plan to notify local communities of construction
schedules, street lane and sidewalk closures, and detours. Metro will continue to coordinate
with the community during project construction.
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October 1, 2010

Ms. Dolores Roybal-Saltarelli

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
One Gateway Plaza, MS 99-22-2

Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Comments on Draft EIS/EIR for Regional Connector
Dear Ms. Roybal-Saltarelli:

As a resident of Savoy on the corner of 1st and Alameda Street, | would like to formally
support the Fully Underground Alternative that was added to the draft EIS/EIR as the
only truly viable build option for this community. | agree with the team’s recommendation 1
and endorsement of the Fully Underground Alternative as the “locally-preferred”
alternative.

| also want to voice my concerns about construction, traffic, and related impacts on
residents as the project moves forward. | ask the MTA to work to protect the vibrancy of 2
this community through mutual cooperation and adequate mitigation measures.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Savoy Resi%
Unit # 468

MYUNGHEE 8YUN
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Responses to Comments Volume F-3
L

PC117
Responses to Comments from Byun, Myunghee

Response to Comment PC117-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PC117-2

Comment acknowledged. Traffic and construction impacts associated with the Locally Preferred
Alternative were discussed in Chapter 3, Transportation Impacts and Mitigation, and Section
418, Construction Impacts, of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR. Metro has coordinated
with the Little Tokyo community throughout the design and environmental process of this
project. For example, Metro has assisted the community in establishing the Little Tokyo
Working Group, provided funding for a consultant to assist the community in understanding the
potential project impacts during preparation of the Draft EIS/EIR, and coordinated with
community groups during preparation of this Final EIS/EIR. Metro will continue to coordinate
with the community during project construction, which will include the development of a
community outreach plan to notify local communities of construction schedules, street lane and
sidewalk closures, and detours. Appropriate candidate mitigation measures identified in the
Draft EIS/EIR have been refined and confirmed in this Final EIS/EIR and the Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8).
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Responses to Public Hearing Comments

Comment Letter/

Volume F-3

Speaker Affiliation Last Name First Name
PHA1 Fishel Alan
PHA2 Japanese Chamber of Commerce Okamoto Mike
wison
PHA4 Kay Greg
PHA5 Adelman Charles
PHAG Havens Alan
PHA7 Zablen Nathan
PHAS8 Los Angeles Hompa Hongwaniji Temple Briones William
PHA9 Little Tokyo Community Council Watanabe Bill
PHA10 Kawaratani Yukio
PHAL1 Historic_ quntown Busingss Improvement Brown RUSS

District of the L.A. City Chapter

PHA12 Covarrubias Joel

PHA13 Downtown Los Angele_s Neighborhood Berman Patti
Council

PHA14 Electric Railway Historical Association Frevele Dave
PHA15 Westwater Brady
PHA16 Springer Jay
PHA17 Nikkei Center, LLC Project Kaji Jon
PHA18 The Spice Table Luu-Ng Kim
PHA19 GetFit Little Tokyo Yamaguchi Jayson
PHA20 California Jiggggfseh%mgéi:ﬁr:\i ICommunity Nishio Alan
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Comment Letter/

Speaker Affiliation Last Name First Name
PHA21 Koraku Group, Inc. Yamauchi Hiroshi
PHA22 Fugetsu-Do Confectionery Kito Brian
PHA23 Kerr John
PHA24 Gold Line Washing(t;orglﬁignment Advocacy Howard Les
PHB1 Fixing Angelenos Stuck in Traffic Norton Hilary
PHB2 Grace Roger
PHB3 Metropolitan News Enterprise Bobigian Vahn
PHB4 Grace Jo-Ann
PHB5 Metropolitan News Enterprise Philibosian Robert
PHB6 Suehiro Café, Inc. Suzuki Keniji
PHB7 Havens Alan
PHBS8 Berg Martin
PHB9 The Transit Coalition Reed Bart
PHB10 Springhetti Joan
PHB11 Miyoshi Ellen
PHB12 Koraku Group, Inc. Yamauchi Hiroshi
PHB13 Sachs Arnold
wison
PHB15 Wright Jerard
PHB16 Central City Association Chavira Tracey
PHB17 Historic Downtown Theater Brown Russell
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Comment Letter/

Speaker Affiliation Last Name First Name
PHB18 Garza Don

PHB19 Shabu Shabu House Restaurant Maruyama Yoshi

PHB20 Baisez Christine
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
REG ONAL CONNECTOR TRANSI T CORRI DOR PUBLI C HEARI NG

DOLORES ROYBAL- SALTARELLI, PRQIECT MANACGER

In the Matter of:

METRO REG ONAL CONNECTCOR TRANSI T
CORRI DOR

— N N N

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
Los Angeles, California

Tuesday, Septenber 28, 2010

Reported by:

DANA JACCBS
CSR No. 13499

Job No:
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
REG ONAL CONNECTOR TRANSI T CORRI DOR PUBLI C HEARI NG

DOLORES ROYBAL- SALTARELLI, PRQIECT MANAGER

In the Matter of:

METRO REG ONAL CONNECTOR TRANSI T
CORRI DOR

— N N N

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS, taken at
t he Japanese American National Miseum
369 East 1st Street, Los Angeles, California,
conmmenci ng at 6:30 p.m on Tuesday,
Sept enber 28, 2010, reported by DANA JACOBS,
CSR No. 13499, a Certified Shorthand Reporter

in and for the State of California.
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APPEARANCES:

DOLORES ROYBAL- SALTARELLI
PRQIECT MANAGER

ANN KERVAN
COVMUNI TY RELATI ONS

CHRI S KOWAI
PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON OFFI CER
JAPANESE AMERI CAN NATI ONAL MJSEUM
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Los Angeles, California, Tuesday, Septenber 28, 2010

6:30 p.m

M5. KERMAN. CGood eveni ng, everybody. Can you hear ne
in the back? 1'd like to thank you all for com ng
tonight. This is a very, very exciting noment for us
because we reached a mlestone on this project, and we'l]l
be talking nore in detail about that mlestone.

But in order to get to that nilestone, it was
really because of community involvenent and lots and lots
of nmeetings and lots and lots of tinme spent by a variety
of individuals, and I'd like to thank the comunity for
allowing us to get to this day, which is the public
hearing for the regional connector.

Among those conmmunity organi zati ons that were so
instrunental in nmaking this happen were the Little Tokyo
Conmunity Counsel, the Little Tokyo Service Center, the
Buddhi st Tenple, the Japanese Chanber of Commerce, the
Downt own Los Angel es Nei ghbor hood Council, the Lincoln
Hei ght s Nei ghbor hood Council, the Historic Cultura
Nei ghbor hood Council and many ot hers.

So | would like to take this nonent, before we

get any further, to thank the community and all of you
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for allowing us to get through the process that included
our alternatives analysis and, today, our Draft EIS/ EIR
process.

I'd like to bring up Chris Komai, who is with the
Japanese Anerican National Museumto wel conme you all here
today. This is their facility. They're our host.

And Chris, if you could step forward.

MR, KOWVAlI: That's great. | didn't know any of ny
famly was here. |1'mChris Komai. |'mthe public
information officer for the Japanese American Nati onal
Museum and we did want to wel cone you all to our
facility.

You're in the George and Sakaye Arat ani
Central Hall of our pavilion, which opened in 1999.

It's interesting because this year is the year of

anni versaries, so it's the Japanese Anmerican Nati ona
Museum s 25t h anniversary since its incorporation back
in 1985.

What's interesting about that is if you had known
us in 1985, no facility, no endowrent, one staff menber
sitting at the local Merit Savings Bank here, but because
we were a conmmunity-based organi zation, we were able to
gal vani ze the support of our community and the greater

community here in Los Angel es, renovate the forner
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Buddhi st Temple there, and here, this pavilion, which
actually was a $45 mllion project.

Al'l of that has made it possible to do what its
founders wanted, which is to have public gatherings |ike
we're having today. W think, here at the nmuseum and
certainly within our community, that the nobst inportant
thing that we can do is get together and di scuss what are
the inportant issues of the day.

Now, before we get on to the nmeeting, | have just
one thing. | noticed we're being streamed tonight. Isn't
that right? And for those of you who are watchi ng, we
invite you to cone to Little Tokyo, come to the
Japanese- Aneri can National Miuseum cone here because
there are tines when you can cone and share in our
comunity as well.

The space that we're in right now, we have
Target's Free Fam |y Saturdays, nost nmonths, and like the
word says, it's free. You can cone, even on the Gold Line
because the station is right across the street fromus
over here, and there are many activities that we have
here, N sei Wek, New Years and things |ike that for you
where we can all conme, and we all invite you to conme to
t hem

The last thing | wanted to say is that speaking
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of Little Tokyo Community Council, ten years in which our
community has tried to work together, not just in
Little Tokyo, but in the greater area.

In this hearing here, in this neeting, this is
really an exanple of how that should work. Here we're
dealing with a very inportant process, but the nost
inmportant thing is that we have a place and an opportunity
for us to nmeet and tal k about those issues.

So thank you all for coming. Wlconme. |If any
of you want to cone any other time, cone and see ne.

Thank you.

MS5. KERMAN. Thank you so nuch, Chris, and we do
appreci ate your hospitality.

Well, let's get started. Good evening. Wl cone
to this public hearing on the Regional Connector Transit
Corridor Project Draft EIS/EIR M nanme is Ann Kerman.
I"mMetro's constituent program nmanager for this project
and tonight | will be facilitating the neeting, and
will also be acting as your hearing officer

Is there anyone in need of translation
assi stance? If so, if you would please advise our
registration in the back, and I would also |ike our
interpreters to nake that announcenent. Alex. Thank you

very much

PHA


GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA


25

Bef ore we begin,
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the project nmanager of this project. You'll be hearing
fromher shortly, and that's Dol ores Roybal -Saltarelli

Dol ores, if you could stand up. D ego Cardoso, who is the
executive officer fromour planning departnment. D ego

We have several people here from Mtro and our
consultant team and we're all wearing these badges.

To everyone in that group, 1'd like to introduce you
individually, but I want to nove it along. Please wave
your arm and you can speak to any of us later. W are
here until 8:00 tonight, and after the fornal
presentation, we'll still be here to take your comments
and questions.

Vll, tonight's neeting is a formal process in
the environnental review of the connector project, and we
have a | egal obligation to nake sure that we hear your
comrents on the Draft EIS/EIR W' re here tonight to hear
fromyou, and we want to give everyone a chance to speak.

Now, because this is a formal process and fornal
public hearing, we will not be answering your questions,
but we will certainly be recording every comrent, every
question. W have a court reporter here this evening,
and she will be taking note of every word.

You may conment on the Draft EIS/EIR at tonight's

the neeting during our formal conmrent session, or you nay
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send us an E-nail. Al public comments nust be received
by 5:00 p.m on Cctober 18th.

As this is a formal NEPA/ CEQA process, | now need
to provide you with the following statenment: The Regi onal
Connector Transit Corridor Studies Draft Environmental
St atement and Environnmental |npact Report was rel eased on
Septenber 3rd, 2010 along with the notice of availability
and notice of intent to hold public hearings.

To conply with the National Environnmental Policy
Act, NEPA, and the California Environmental Quality Act,
CEQA, Section 15087, the Federal Transit Adm nistration,
FTA, and the Los Angel es Metropolitan Transportation
Aut hority, METRO, have prepared a draft environnental
i npact statenent, environnental inpact report. FTA is the
| ead agency for the purposes of NEPA, and METRO is the
| ead agency for the purposes of CEQA.

A notice of availability and an intent to hold

public hearings was published in the Federal Register,
State of California Cearinghouse, Los Angel es Tines,
La Opi nion, Ni kkan San, and filed with the Los Angel es
County Clerk and the California State C earinghouse.
The notices were published on Septenber 3rd, 2010.

Copies of the Draft EIS/EIR are avail able for

public review between Septenber 3rd and Cctober 18th, and
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Public Library, Central Library, Little Tokyo Branch

Li brary, Chinatown Branch Library, the Von Kl einschni dt
Center at the University of Southern California, the
Pasadena Central Library, East Los Angel es Library,
Culver City Library, Santa Mnica Library and of course,
Metro's library, the L. A. County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority Agency's library on our 15th
floor.

In addition, electronic copies of the document,
i.e., CDs, were distributed by mail to participating
agencies, listed owners of properties identified in the
docunent, | ocal elected officials and additiona
i nterested stakehol ders.

Di spl ay ads about the public hearings were
published in Qur Wekly, Eastside Sun, Downtown News,
Korea Tines, Korea Daily, blogdowntown, Japanese Daily,

Ni kkan San, The Rafu Shinmpo and the Pacific G tizen.

Copi es of the press rel ease about the rel ease of
the Draft EIS/EIR were sent to a distribution list of over
50 nedia organi zations. The Draft EIS/EIR and infornmation
about the hearing is posted on Metro's Wb site,
www. et r o. net .

I nformation about the release of the Draft

El SEIR and the hearings were also printed in brochure
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wel | as hand delivered at key locations in the study area.

In addition, brochures that we conmonly called
"Take Ones" were sent by US. Mil to a list of over
65, 000 contacts in the project study area. The statenent
informati on was al so sent electronically to a distribution
list of 1,725 mailings.

Al'l of these materials included information about
how to find the Draft EIS/EIR as well as nore information
about the Regi onal Connector Transit Corridor study on the
Web. Affidavits of publication and copies of detailed
mailing lists are avail abl e upon request.

And now for the fun part. | would now like to
bring up our project nmanager, Dol ores Roybal -Saltarell
and invite her to begin her presentation.

MS. ROYBAL- SALTARELLI: Good eveni ng everyone. Thank
you very nuch for taking the tine to attend this public
hearing. M presentation is going to be brief. W're
here this evening to listen to you, to docunent your
coments on the draft environnmental docunment and with
that, 1'Il get started.

Regi onal connector is one of seven projects that
is a part of the Measure R projects that are noving
forward and is part of our 2035 plan. The purpose and

need of the regional connector is to inmprove public
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Gol d, Blue and future Expo Line, inprove rail travel tines
and reduce transfers by providing a one-seat ride between
Azusa and Long Beach and Santa Moni ca and

East Los Angel es and provide increased high-capacity
transit coverage of Downtown Los Angeles with the new
stations.

Qur need: Continued growh in population and
transit demand, both in downtown and across the region
transit system expansion, will also bring nore riders into
downtown. The existing rail systemrequires nultiple
transfers for many trips, both Iocal and regionally.

Project overview As | mentioned earlier, the
regi onal connector will be connecting the Metro Bl ue,

Gold and Expo Line; will provide a one-seat ride for travel
bet ween Azusa and Long Beach and Santa Mnica and East L. A
and ultimately provide an efficient nmanner to travel

t hrough the downtown as well as the rest of the region.

Proj ect developnent: W initiated this process
in '07 with alternative anal ysis where we | ooked at 36
alternatives. It was the end of that process that
reconmended two build alternatives that will be a part
of the draft, and we initiated the draft environnental
docunment in January of 2009

Due to all of your hard work and participation,
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to listen to your corments and ultimtely continue to
study through the final environnmental document, which
will be initiated in Novenber.

Proj ect progress: Wen we started in 'O07,
this study did not have any potential funding. Wth the
passage of Measure R, we do have sone Measure R funds
dedicated to this project. W also initiated the draft
in January of 2009.

W' ve been working extensively with the
communities in the project study area. W' ve al so been
able, in that process through the Little Tokyo comunity,
to include an additional alternative that's a part of
the draft.

W' ve al so been able to | ook at extensive
potential mitigation measures that were also included in
the draft and ultimately have been able to rel ease that
in the draft environnmental docunment that was rel eased
on Septenber 3rd, which many of you have received.

The draft environmental docunent has five
alternatives that need to be analyzed. The No Buil d.
What will the project study area be |ike w thout the
project in place? The Transportation System Managenent
alternative. That is the project that uses the conparison

of what you could do w thout building pernmanent
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at-grade enphasis light-rail alternative, the underground
enphasis alternative, and the fully underground Iight-rai
transit alternative that is included in the -- excuse ne.

This is interesting. | apologize. | guess al
of the maps are like this. M apologies. 1t didn't |ook
this way 30 m nutes ago. Luckily for us, we do have the
three build alternatives on the board, and the TSM
alternative. Wat we're reconmrending is two additional
bus routes essentially to connect 7th Street/Metro to
the existing Little Tokyo/Arts District station.

The next alternative, which is the at-grade
alternative is connecting the 7th Street/Metro station to
the existing Little Tokyo/Arts District. And many of you
have seen this alternative before. Wat's inportant to
know -- oh, there we are. Thank you.

As | was saying, connecting 7th Street/Metro
Center station to the existing Little Tokyo/Arts District
station. What's unusual about this alternative is that
50 percent of it is underground. That's what you see
in purple, because ultinmately you're connecting
7th Street/Metro, which is an underground station, to
an as to be conpleted at, possibly, 1lst and Al aneda.

The next alternative is the underground enphasis

alternative, which, as stated in the alternative analysis
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7th Street/Metro, underneath Flower, underneath the
2nd Street tunnel, and underneath 2nd Street, noving
west towards Little Tokyo with an at-grade connection at
1st and Al aneda to connect to the Little Tokyo/ Arts
District station.

The fully underground alternative is exactly
the same alignnent, except where it differs is in the
Little Tokyo area. Instead of connecting to the existing

Little Tokyo/ Arts District station, we now have a station
| ocated at 2nd and Central. You' re now underneath 1st and
Al aneda, and it includes two portals, one north of Tenple
and one between Al aneda and Hewitt to connect to the

exi sting at-grade Gold Line.

The fully underground alternative has four
stations, one at 5th and Flower to access the Financi al
District, one at 2nd and Hope to access Bunker HilIl, one
at 2nd and Broadway and the fourth at 2nd and Central .

As Ann nentioned earlier, there's various ways
for you to submit comment, either at this evening's public
hearing -- we will have a second one on Cctober 4th. You
can al so submit coments to nme in witing and via our
website as well as our E-mail.

There are two big inportant neetings that are

comng up in this project. W'Il be going to the
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9:00 a.m, if you d like to attend and provi de coment.
The same itemw |l be going towards our Metro Board
schedul ed for Cctober 28th at 9: 30.

Wth that, that concludes ny presentation, and
we're here to listen to you and to docunent your comrents
on the draft environnmental docunent.

MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Dol ores.

As we quickly set up to take your comments, | did
see that Kim Tachiki came in, and we'd like to thank her
for representi ng Congresswoman Lucill e Roybal -Allard.

Thank you, Kim W have so appreciated all the
support that we've had from her office and other
el ectives, so | did want to nmention that.

So as we quickly set up to take your conments,
pl ease note that the format for tonight's hearing does not
i ncl ude di al ogue or our response to your statenents or
questions. |If you would like to speak, we request
that you fill out a speaker card, and you can turn them
into the registration desk. |f you don't have a speaker
card and would |ike one, raise your hand, and we'll be
sure to get you one.

The purpose of this hearing is for Metro to
recei ve your coments and input on the Draft EIS/EIR As

I mentioned earlier, this hearing is part of the forma
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of the public record and will be addressed in the fina
docunment, which we currently expect to release in the
sunmer of 2011.

In addition to oral testinony received tonight,
all witten comments will be addressed in the fina
EIS/'EIR.  So you have an option of speaking tonight or
provi di ng your comments by mail, E-mail or filling out
a comrent formand submitting it at tonight's neeting.

Al comments will be addressed with equa
attention. Al comments will be conmunicated to the Metro

Board and to the FTA and ultimately the Metro Board and
FTA will use the final EIS/ EIR contai ning your conments
and our responses in making their final decision on the
regi onal connector project, including an adoption of
a locally preferred alternative

When you're called to the m crophone, before you
begin your statenment, if you could please state your nane
clearly for the record. You have two mnutes, and we'l|l
have a tinme clock up on the screen and four mnutes if you
require translation.

If you have a prepared statenent, we encourage
you to |leave that with a nenber of our staff, and as |
said earlier, oral and witten comments wi ||l be considered

equal ly.
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record, your coments nust be received by Metro before the
cl ose of the conment period, which we nentioned is
Cctober 18th. Comments, again, nmay be submitted via
E-mail, mail, et cetera, and we'll repeat that at the end
of the neeting.

And at this point, this is your tine. W' re going
to turn it over to you.

G nny, do you have sonme conment cards? |'m going
to call you up three at a tine so you can be prepared.
The mic is in the center of the room and our first
speaker is Al an Fishel, followed by M ke Ckanot o,
representing the Japanese Chanber of Conmerce and then

Wl son Liu, representing the Little Tokyo Busi ness

Associ ation, Little Tokyo BID. PHA1

MR. FISHEL: CGood evening. M nane is Al an Fishel.
I've been following this project fromthe very beginning,
and I want to comment on Dol ores and the staff for doing
one heck of a job in a very short tine. The services were
certainly put together not just so it's possible that the
underground route woul d be the only sel ection.

The original route that was picked was not al
that good, but thanks to the conmunity here and their
oversight, the route was changed for Al aneda to be

underground, fully underground, and that's a great job.
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cont'd
But | think that -- | know t he Al aneda/ 1st Street

i ntersection could be inproved considerably. The present
design requires four 50-mle an hour curves, slowinto
the stations, slow out of the station, and the overal
design is not done by people who are really faniliar

and use transit, and the lines need to be straight.

And there is a way of having a much faster
much straighter, nuch better way of handling the 1st and
Al arreda intersection, and also the ability to have the
station literally between Al aneda and 2nd and Central,
so it would be very easy for access.

It's a much better location for comunity, for
this community, to be able to have access to 1lst Street
and the Little Tokyo community al ong 1st Street, so the
overall design can be inproved just a little bit for about
t he same amount of cost, but the inpact will be very,
very different, and the outcome woul d be ideal

| prepared a map to show how it's going to be
done. It's in the hands of the staff here, and | urge you

to look at the possibilities of making this a better line.

M5. KERMAN: Thank you, M. Fishel

M ke Okanoto, followed by Wlson Liu, followed by

G eg Kay. PHA2
MR, OKAMOTO.  Good evening. M name is M ke Ckanoto __1 1
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qui et afternoon in the library flipping through the pages
of the EISEIR It's a lot, seven volunmes. It's a lot of
pages, and through | ooking at those, | fully support the
fully underground al ternative.

But at the sane tinme, | noticed that with the
at-grade option, 11 out of 18 intersections in the norning
and 15 out of 26 intersections will be adversely inpacted
traffic-wise. Also, the underground enphasis option has
two out of three intersections in the norning and three
out of seven intersections in the peek evening hours that
woul d be adversely inpacted, and these nunbers are really
scary, and | don't think this is less than significant;
this is pretty significant.

Al so, when we | ook at the no build option, there
was 69, 000 tons, netric tons, of greenhouse gas reduction,
which is a significant anount. Just to visualize it,
it's a football field with a six- or seven-story building
filled with water. That's how nuch 69, 000 tons of
greenhouse gas is. That's in terms of water as a wei ght,
and with the no build option, we will be losing the
chance to reduce that nuch greenhouse gas eni ssion.

So as a responsible citizen, | think it is
important for us to look into the future generations.

Just like the glass door of this roomshattered into
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MS. KERMAN: Thank you, M ke.
MR, OKAMOTO  Thank you very nuch.
MS. KERVMAN: Wl son Liu, representing Little Tokyo
Busi ness Association, followed by Geg Kay, followed by
Wl son Liu, representing the Cherry Land Conpany.

MR LIU I'"Il try to consolidate all four of ny
presentations here, but | don't want to deal with it in
my tinme. O herw se --

M5. KERMAN: | wanted to break you up a little bit.

MR LIU M nane is Wlson, and I'mcurrently up here
now representing two entities, the Little Tokyo Business
Associ ation and the Little Tokyo Busi ness | nprovenent
District. | have a joint statenment from both the
association and the BID, which is our position, which is
dat ed Septenber 28, 2010.

Metro staff. On May 1st 2009, Little Tokyo
Busi ness Association subnitted to
Dol ores Roybal -Saltarelli their support for the
under ground enphasis alternative with the station |ocation
at 2nd Street, between Los Angel es and San Pedro Street,
along with the list of concerns with mtigating neasures
that will be inplenmented and docunented in the fina
environnmental inpact statenment, the final inpact report.

In ight of the current efforts by the
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PHA3

cont'd

devel opers, the property owners of businesses on
1st Street, Al aneda Street, 2nd Street and Central Avenue
and adj acent property owners, businesses, non-profits and
resi dences adjacent to the intersection of 1st and Al aneda
Streets, Metro staff expected a fully underground
alternative to be designated as a locally preferred
alternative in the current Draft EIR

The Little Tokyo Business Association and the
Littl e Tokyo Business |nprovenment District has never taken 1 y
formal action on the fully underground alternative. In o
light of the additional fully underground and the rel ease
of the Draft Environnental |npact Report, the Little Tokyo
Busi ness Association, the board of directors and the
advi sory board need to revisit the build alternatives,
construction inpacts and mitigation issues, solutions
whi ch require inplenmentati on and docurmentation in the
final EIS/ EI R

On Septenber 22nd, both boards held joint
sessions, which we have identified four particular issues
that are really inportant to us. W, at this point on
the locally preferred alternative as far as the board is
concerned, have rescinded support for the underground
al ternative pending --

M5. KERVMAN:  Thank you, WIson. 1Is your
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of that letter, or are they separate letters?

MR LIU It is. | f

you will allow me, | would like

to subnmit themto you now

MS. KERVMAN: Absol utely.

MR LIU I will waive all the rest of the tine.

MS. KERMAN. Ckay. We'd be delighted. Thank you.

Next, G eg Kay,
foll owed by Al an Havens.
MR KAY: Hello. MW

delighted to see the addi

foll owed by Charl es Adel man,

name is Greg Kay, and | was

tion of the all underground

alternative. | think that's the only thing that makes

sense, as far as having two separate lines traveling on

the same route, which should not have grate crossings.

The only thing that | don't |ike about the

alternative is the lack of service to the central city.

It seens that that's a |i

ttle neglected. | thought I

renmenbered an alternative that had a station between

San Pedro and Los Angeles, but it seens to ne it's

important to build also for the future, where future

devel oprment m ght occur,

where it already is.

rat her than concentrating on

Thank you very nuch

M5. KERMAN: Thank you, M. Kay.

Charl es Adel man,

foll owed by Al an Havens,

25
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MR ADELMAN: Hi. M nane is Charles Adelrman. |'m an
L.A native and used to work in Little Tokyo many years
ago. Now | work all over the place, including down in the
L. A Live area.

Two comments. Generally, this is the only
proj ect being considered by any agency for downtown that
will actually inprove nmobility in the downtown area,
provided that we do the entirely underground option. L.A
is too dense to be running trains down the mddle of the
street, and especially not in that kind of a way.

My second comment is a nore technical thing. An
alternative that was consi dered and rejected, which would
be a variation on it, which would nake the junction over
here at Al aneda over/under rails, rather than two tracks
si de-by-side. The over/under is the only way to create
a safe junction for two and a half m nute headway trains.

Si de- by-si de neans that the train naking the turn
is going to be crossing the other track with the potenti al
for two trains colliding in the event that either the
signals fail or the driver nisses the signal. And as we
know, both of those things have been known to happen.

Just recently, an MIA Blue Line train plowed into
a bus because the driver of the train m ssed the signal.

There was an event in Washington, D.C. earlier this year,
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the signals failed
Thank you.
M5. KERMAN:  Thank you, M. Adel man.
Al an Havens, followed by Nate Zablen, followed by

Wl liam Briones, representing the Los Angel es Buddhi st

Tenpl e.

MR, HAVENS: M nane is Alan Havens. |'ma train
advocate, retired from Skagit Transit. | fully support
MIA's fully underground LRT alternative. | can accept

a real opinion on what's done at the 5th Street and Fl ower
station. | would note that it mght better facilitate
a center pocket track between 6th and 3rd, sonething |ike
t hat .

| recommend in addition to the Little Tokyo
underground station, maintaining the Watts line, the
existing Union Station as well. | support the surface
track in some way, shape or formfor the follow ng
reasons: One, for naintenance connections.

Two, for possible use of additional pocket
tracks.

Three, it mght facilitate sone special events
runni ng between Pasadena and East L. A

Fourth, in the future, if we get that line

out to Whittier -- | mght nmention Norwalk -- it mght
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fifth, looking real far into the future, if the
60 Freeway service mght be capable, | think we'd have
to use sonmething like this, this surface track, to go to
Union Station without congesting the main downtown
connector with too many LRT lines.

M5. KERMAN: Thank you, M. Havens.

Next, Nathan Zablen, followed by Bill Witanabe.

MR. ZABLEN. CGood evening. |'m Nate Zablen. [|I'm
a nenber of the Southern California Transit Advocates, but
I'' m speaking for myself. Generally, | support the al
underground alternative. | think that's the best way to
connect these |lines because downtown has a lot of traffic,
and there's going to be a lot of interruptions, so it's
i mportant so you can build up kind of a good speed on the
train, so it's best if they go underground.

As far as the exact location of the station, |I'm
not a resident of Little Tokyo, so | would definitely
defer to the residents of Little Tokyo and the business
people in exactly how that station should be built. For
t hose people, though, that live in the other parts of
Los Angeles County, it's one way to connect.

We have a lot of rail in L.A, but it doesn't
really connect, so here it is, giving people the

opportunity who live in the northern part of the county,
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And those people who Iive in East L.A can now go to
Sant a Mboni ca.

At the present tine, we really don't connect.
We've got all of these lines, but we have to transfer,
so it really is inconvenient. This could really be a
breakt hrough. | only hope that there is funding for it,
and it has to be done.

Thank you very mnuch.

M5. KERMAN: Thank you, M. Zablen.

Wl liam Briones, representing the Los Angel es
Ni shi Buddhi st Temple, followed by Bill Watanabe, followed
by Yuki o Kawar at an.

MR. BRIONES: Good evening. |I'mWIliamBriones. |I'm

one of the ministers at the Los Angel es Honpa Hongwanj i
Tenpl e.

This afternoon at the LTCC neeting, there was
a vote, and I'Il let Bill WAtanabe give the results, but
we are part of LTCC. Qur tenple is |ocated on the corner
of Vignes and 1st Street, right pass the 1lst Street
bridge, right there.

W' ve been inpacted by light-rail, and it was
i nconvenient, but nowit's very nice. W enjoy the train
bei ng our nei ghbor. However, we are concerned with the

portal that is being planned to be put on 1st Street. W
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Garey Street and then Hewitt, so our property |ine ends at

Garey, and the plan is to bring the portal to Hewitt.
Hopeful |y, that portal does not infringe on our property.
We just built a new building, and that is our concern.

O herwise, we are in total favor for the
underground light-rail, as Bill Watanabe will attest to.

MS5. KERMAN: Thank you so much, Reverend.

Bill Watanabe, representing the Little Tokyo
Comunity Council, followed by Yuki o Kawaratan and then
Russ Brown.

MR, WATANABE: M nane is Bill Watanabe, and |I'm

currently the chair of Little Tokyo Community Council, and

also I'"'mthe executive director of Little Tokyo Service

Center, and | al so happen to chair Little Tokyo Historica

Soci ety.

The Little Tokyo community has had a number of
meeti ngs t hroughout the past few nonths. Many, nany
meeti ngs, many discussions, |ooking at all the
alternatives, looking at all the different ways that we
could consider the community and its inpact.

And today at the Little Tokyo Comunity Counci
nmeeting, we did approve a letter, which will be sent to
Dol ores, and you should be getting it, but I'd like to

just touch on sonme of the main points.
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We support the fully underground
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option. We feel that that"s the best one, and we"d like
to have the Metro Board consider that. We feel that 1st
and Alameda and the treatment of it as proposed originally
divides the community having Alameda being such a busy,
big road with all of this traffic to go underground with
bridges, we just felt it was not feasible.

We want to urge the boring of the subway under
2nd Street be done from west to east. In my mind, there®s
a big hole where the state building used to be. It seems
like the idea was to put a bunch of dirt in there.

We feel that Metro has given us a great start in
terms of meeting with us, discussing with us. The
community would like to continue that process, to be
a part of the discussions and decision making from here on
out in terms of the decisions by the Board and also to ask
for mitigation to minimize or compensate for business
losses.

Thank you very much.

MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Bill.

Yukio Kawaratan, followed by Russ Brown, followed

by Joel Covarrubias.
MR. KAWARATAN: That"s pronounced Kawaratan.
The regional connector is a worthwhile project,

but only if the fully underground locally preferred
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EIS/EIR correctly states that the Little Tokyo community,
in comparison to all other areas along the route, will
suffer many disproportionate adverse impacts during the
construction.

Hopefully, the draft will be modified to include
more effective mitigation measures to lessen the economic
suffering, and in some cases the demise of Little Tokyo
businesses.

The draft does not adequately address the advers
impacts of the underground emphasis alternative it would
impose on Little Tokyo. For instance, the Alameda
underpass will adversely impact Little Tokyo traffic
during and long after construction. Four surface rail
tracks at 1st and Alameda will create dangerous conflicts
between pedestrians, vehicles and trains.

A proposed pedestrian bridge will be a permanent
visual plight and liability. The Little Tokyo pedestrian
movement are all at sidewalk level. Who will want to go
up 20 feet by stairs or elevator, cross 100 feet across
Alameda and then go down 20 feet? People will, instead,
take their chances. With trains coming frequently from
four tracks in four different directions, some will be
injured or killed.

These are just some of the reasons the Japanese

32
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1 alternative. 1 urge the MTA Board to approve the fully g
2 underground locally preferred alternative. cont'd
3 Thank you.
4 MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Mr. Kawaratan.
5 Russ Brown, representing the Historic District,
6 BID, followed by Joel Covarrubias, followed by
7 Patti Berman. PHA11
8 MR. BROWN: Russ Brown, Historic Downtown Business o
9 Improvement District of the L.A. City chapter. 1 think
10 the gentleman before me -- I won"t try to pronounce his
11 name, much less spell it -- did an excellent job of
12 understanding the really horrible problems of the above 1
13 ground emphasis and the partially underground.
14 We especially want to thank the team. You all
15 worked with the neighborhood council. You worked with the
16 community for almost four years on this. 1 remember the
17 very, very beginning when there was no money, there was no
18 chance that any of this was going to happen, and today to
19 see the community involvement and how this is really going
20  through the process. ]
21 We"re very much in support of the fully ] 2
22 underground project. Especially, the 2nd and Broadway —
23 station, which will connect with the streetcar and will 3
24 connect with the Red Line at the Civic Center, the 5th and o] 4
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Grand streetcar, and the fully underground Office Depot
site.

And again, we want to thank you for engaging the
community and really listening to the community from the
very beginning, and especially working really closely with
the Little Tokyo community to figure out a tricky
situation.

That"s all.

MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Russ.

Joel Covarrubias, followed by Patti Berman,
followed by Dave Frevele.

MR. COVARRUBIAS: Hi. My name is Joel Covarrubias.
The regional connector is an absolutely critical project.
Please build it as quickly and safely as possible. You
have done a fine job identifying possible alternatives,
including station options as well as an underground
prospect. 1711 talk about the project as quickly as 1
can.

Preferred alternative. Please build the fully
underground alternative, despite the higher cost. This
alternative will result in more passengers and a more
reliable line for all riders with fewer impacts in the
downtown community.

Item two. Please do not remove the station at

PHA

PHA11l

cont'd

cont'd



GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA11

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
cont'd

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
4

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
cont'd

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
5

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA12

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
1

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
2

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
3

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA


PHA

PHA12

cont'd

25 5th and Flower. There are some rumors going around about 3t'd
con

F3-383


GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA12

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
cont'd

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
3

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
cont'd

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA


F3-384

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

35

that. Once all lines are running and connected, the Metro
Center is going to be a busy transfer station. We"re
going to need 5th and Flower as the destination station
for the people going to the Financial District.

Three. |If you do decide to get rid of the
Financial District station, which | hope you don"t, please
study a new north entrance at the Central Metro station.

I believe this can be done by extending the existing
mezzanine north between 6th and Flower.

Item four. Station names. Please name the
stations after the neighborhoods served, rather than
intersections. We saw a bunch of 2nd and Broadway, 2nd
and Hope. Please think about names like
Little Tokyo, historical Bunker Hill and the Financial
District.

Point five. Plans call for a covered tunnel
under Flower Street. Please build this tunnel wide enough
to accommodate three tracks. 1°ve seen plans that call
for pocket tracks south of the Bunker Hill station.
Designing the tunnel, the entire tunnel, for three tracks
now will give Metro the space to accommodate future track,
such as a second pocket track from Metro for a passing
track along the entire length of that tunnel.

And finally, all stations. Please build the
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possibly three. | understand there are cost issues
involved, but we all want the best stations possible.

MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Joel.
And if you"d like to turn in your comments,
we"d be happy to take them.
Patti Berman, representing the Downtown
Los Angeles Neighborhood Council, then followed by
Dave Frevele, ERHA, and then I have a speaker card for
Dave Satara (phonetic).

MS. BERMAN: My name is Patti Berman. 1°m the
president of the Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood
Council, and 1 would like to reiterate something that
Russ Brown just said, which is this process has really
been so wonderful to work with in terms of Metro by making
this a really smooth, easy process, and I know we all
appreciate that.

Obviously, the Downtown Neighborhood Council has
been very vocal on this. We accept only the idea of the
fully underground alignment. We feel that adding trains
into the mix of traffic in the downtown area would be
disastrous, and we also feel that when it comes to the
exact design of how this will come up in Little Tokyo, the
people that live in this area should be the ones to make

the decision, not us.

PHA

PHA12

cont'd

cont'd

PHA13



GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
cont'd

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
7

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
cont'd

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA12

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA13

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA


25

But please look at the fully underground

PHA
PHA13

cont'd

1

cont'd

F3-387


GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA13

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
cont'd

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
1

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
cont'd

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA


F3-388

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

37

alternative, and again, thank you so much for getting this
going. 1It"s just been a really, really great process.

MS. KERMAN: Dave, you"re up next, followed by
Dave Satara, followed by Brady Westwater.

MR. FREVELE: My name is Dave Frevele. [I*m with the
ERHA, which is the Electric Railway Historical
Association. There were a lot of us that are very intent,
what we call rail fans. Some of us get to the point where
there"s a nickname for us where they would call us
foaming, referring us to rabid dogs. There®s some of us
that were very beloved of the rail system that was here
that was completely erased in Los Angeles.

Prior to MTA, there was RTD. Prior to RTD, there
was the first MTA Board that had oil company executives,
car dealers, contractors that would pave streets. 1 use
the word "naturally,™”™ but it was completely against the
public interest to remove the rail system that was here.

I want to say more than any project, but getting the first
rail to come back to the line is also important.

This project also is very critically important,
even more so than the subway. We"re very lucky that
Antonio Villaraigosa tonight is in Washington, D.C. He
understands fully and with the MTA, completely supports

30/10, which is a very overdue measure to help us in
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PHA14

cont'd

I should say something about the staff for the
regional connector. | did write the Board last week and
some meetings don"t go well, Expo and other meetings. 2
When you come to regional connector meetings, we"re fully
listened to. We"re fully communicated with, not just by
Dolores, but also Ann and Libby are very helpful.

It"s a very different atmosphere than many other
MTA meetings. Not everybody will turn around and say we
appreciate that or remark on it, but it"s a very, very

good thing.

As far as the downtown connector, please, MTA,
build that even before you do anything to the subway.
Build that instantly, fully underground. 1°m grateful 3

that you don"t molest 1st and Alameda with a fully

underground option. —
MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Dave. You“"re right on time.
Brady Westwater, followed by Jay Stringer,
followed by Jon Kaji. PHA15
MR. WESTWATER: My name is Brady Westwater. Like
everybody else, 1 support the fully underground. 1 think
it"s the only thing iIn this chain where everybody has
agreed about the same thing. | have three comments to
make, though.

First is at 2nd and Hope on the top of )
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We have an area there with Bunker Hill Towers, separate
from the rest of Bunker Hill, with a maze of streets,
which need to be reorganized, park spaces are unusable
and other activities that need to be rationalized. This
is the opportunity to do that.

MOCA also needs a permanent home for its
permanent collection that"s large. What better place
than this? The Getty needs a house for its collection.
They"re not allowed to add one foot to their existing
campus. What better place than this?

I suggest that they rewrite the report to say
that the land freed up by the construction here should be
considered for specific uses that would also make it a
destination, making people more likely to use rapid
transit in the city.

Second point is Little Tokyo where the
underground portal is. They should make it a prime
consideration to restore the brick buildings that date
back to the early days of Little Tokyo on that site. They
were originally going to be torn up by the cut that was
going to go through Little Tokyo.

Last point is when the community was Ffirst
presented, the cut through Little Tokyo was not even going

to be in the study group to study whether that should be
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1 going to happen. Someone in the community spoke up.
2 MTA listened and because of that, we"ve have a fully :ifd
3 underground proposal.
4 Thank you.
5 MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Brady.
6 Next, we have Jay Springer, followed by Jon Kaji,
7 followed by Kim Luu-Ng.
8 And 1 would like to also take this opportunity
9 before Mr. Springer starts to let you know that you can
10 still turn in speaker cards. If you need one, raise your
11 hand. We"ll be happy to get it to you.
12 And Mr. Springer, please. PHA16
13 MR. SPRINGER: Good evening. My name is Jay Springer. ]
14 I"m a resident of 1130 South Flower Street, Flower Street
15 Lofts. I"m also the president of the Flower Street Lofts
16 Homeowners Association, a community of over 250 residents.
17 Tonight I"m speaking on behalf of myself personally. 1"ve
18 also been employed in Downtown Los Angeles, 1°m afraid to 1

19 say, for over 30 years now.

20 First of all, 1°d like to offer my hearty

21 congratulations to MTA and the staff. You®ve really put
22 together a very nice set of alternatives. You really

23 deserve the community®s thanks for that effort. Thank you

24 very much.
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And I*m really pleased to see your fully

PHA

PHA16

cont'd

BE:

F3-395


GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA16

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
cont'd

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
2

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA


F3-396

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

PHA

41

PHA16

cont'd
underground alternative now shows the location of the
Little Tokyo station. 1 appreciate that. We can all
understand the plan now.
I1"m speaking tonight to support the fully p)
underground alternative. This Is an appropriate cont'd
investment, not only for this area, but for the entire

downtown community and for the entire metropolitan

Los Angeles area. Please build the fully underground

alternative. —
Thank you.
MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Mr. Springer.

I would also like to mention that we"re live
streaming this meeting, and 1"ve been advised that we have
several people watching online, so welcome to all of you.

And with that, Jon Kaji, you"re up next, followed
by Kim-Luu Ng, followed by Jayson Yamaguchi. PHA17

MR. KAJIl: Thank you. My name is Jon Kaji. [I"m with ]
the Nikkei Center, LLC Project.

First of all, as many have said before me, I"m
very appreciative to the MTA staff for spearheading this
effort, and also, 1 thank you for all of you who represent 1
working with your communities, your constituents. |1
really think that this is a wonderful -- it"s been a

wonderful process.
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It hasn"t been easy, and yet 1 think now that
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we"re here together moving forward to the Metro Board
meeting, 1 think that this is a great time to kind of look
around the room, look at all who are represented here
because to me, this has really been a remarkable and
inclusive process.

I did want to speak about the next steps. 1 know
that we"re moving towards the Metro Board meeting, but
we"re entering into a very highly competitive phase in
Washington. As you know, other communities, other cities,
other states are competing for a limited number of
transportation dollars, and 1 think Downtown L.A., and |
think Los Angeles and the region has often been short
shrifted, that we haven®t received our fTair share of those
tax dollars, which we have been paying to Washington.

I think the regional connector is a wonderful way
to show that we are getting a return on those tax dollars,
and in a way that will enhance the economic viability,
not only of downtown, but of Los Angeles and the region.

So my hats are off to the staff and all of you
for your commitment to make this a wonderful process and
also the end result. We"re looking forward to seeing it
delivered in a timely manner.

Thank you.

MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Jon.
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Kim, please,
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name better than 1 can. Kim is representing The Spice
Table, followed by Jayson Yamaguchi, followed by
Alan Nishio.

MS. LUU-NG: Good evening. My name is Kim Luu-Ng, and
my husband and I, Chef Brian Ng, are owners of The Spice
Table, which you can see if you look out this window.
We"re located at 115 South Central, the old Cuban
restaurant across the street over here, and we hope to
open in November.

That said, 1 understand that there are a lot
of people here, as well as Metro, who support the fully
underground option, and it"s extremely critical for our
long-term existence in Little Tokyo that if you are to
fully pursue the fully underground option, that you go
with the option that does not displace our restaurant.

There are two scenarios. One is where our
building and other businesses on this block across the
street here will be wiped out to make room for a staging
area for MTA. The second is that it is not touched. It
is not displaced at all. In order to preserve our
business, which is about to open its doors in less than a
month, in about a month, go with the option that preserves
our restaurant.

Number two. |1 greatly encourage the MTA to
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mitigation measures for Little Tokyo businesses. The
construction will be loud, extremely disruptive to the
area. Access points to Little Tokyo are going to be cut
off, people are not going to be able to eat at our
restaurant and shop at stores.

So therefore, we need some kind of compensation
measure that is fair and viable. 1f you"re going to spend
billions of dollars to invest in construction, then you
should also invest in small business, and we should not be
forced to die at the expense of construction.

Thank you.

MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Kim, and if you have
additional comments, please put them in writing to us.

Jayson Yamaguchi, representing GetFit
Little Tokyo, followed by Alan Nishio, followed by
Hiroshi Yamauchi.

MR. YAMAGUCHI: Good evening. My name is
Jayson Yamaguchi. 1 am a resident of Little Tokyo, and
I1"m supporting the fully underground alternative, but
recently 1 heard that when the Red Line that goes
underneath in the tunnel, during the construction, the
smaller portion of the Kaiser Hospital sunk. That"s what
I heard.

So if that i1s the case, it"s a big concern for me
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have any park for the residents or merchants or business
people from outside Flower Street, if you can give us
that, that would help Little Tokyo.

Thank you.

MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Jayson.

Alan Nishio, followed by Hiroshi Yamauchi,
followed by Brian Kito.

MR. NISHIO: Hi. 1°m Alan Nishio, and 1"m the
company chair for California Japanese American Community
Leadership Council. We"re a statewide organization of
Japanese American community organization centers that are
dedicated to the preservation of the three remaining
Japantowns in San Francisco, San Jose and Los Angeles.

Prior to World War 11, there were over 70
Japantowns in California alone and well over 100 in the
nation. Now there are only three remaining in the nation
and all three are in California, so the location of the
regional connector to Little Tokyo is very important to
our community, so we"re very concerned.

While we support the Metro Regional Connector
fully underground, we need to understand that we"re
making, as a community, great sacrifices for this station
to occur, and we want to make sure that the construction

of this does not jeopardize the future and threaten
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PHA20

cont'd

We believe Metro staff has heard that we support
the fully underground, but we want to emphasize other
things because what is really key to Little Tokyo is
small business, the small family-owned businesses, the
non-big-box franchise types of things are what makes
Little Tokyo such a unique community.

So we want to make sure that during the
construction, the concerns of small businesses are heard cont'd
and that includes where the tunnel boring begins because
we do not want four years of disruption for the small
business in Little Tokyo, and it also means some sort
of compensation for those businesses to ensure that the
character of Little Tokyo survives well into the

21st Century.

Thank you.
MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Alan.
Hiroshi Yamauchi, followed by Brian Kito,
followed by John Kerr.
And this is also a good opportunity to let you
know that if you would still like to speak tonight, raise
your hand. We"ll get you a speaker card, and we"ll be
delighted to hear your thoughts. PHA21
MR. YAMAUCHI: My name is Hiroshi Yamauchi, owner of

1

a Japanese restaurant in Little Tokyo on 2nd Street --
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MS. KERMAN: Hiroshi, we would like to give you an
interpreter, if you would like one.

MR. YAMAUCHI: Yes, yes. |I"m Hiroshi Yamauchi. |1
have a small restaurant on 2nd Street between Central
and San Pedro, right in the middle of Little Tokyo on
2nd Street. What everybody is saying, | support the fully
underground option, but I have a little question about
that.

It seems to me that you guys are going to use a
cut-and-cover method, that®"s a construction method, but if
you do this, our business cannot last for four years.
Please, everybody, reconsider your support because for
people who don*t live here, this sounds like a great idea,
but for us who live here, it Is a very serious matter, so
please reconsider because it is going to threaten our
lives. 400 businesses here in Little Tokyo and 2000
residents and people who work for the businesses included.
The population will become ten times as many.

But the plan sounds great, but in reality, the
whole Little Tokyo will become the construction site for
four long years. It is very serious for us.

Thank you.

MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Hiroshi.

Brian Kito, followed by John Kerr.

PHA

PHA21

cont'd

cont'd



GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA21

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
cont'd

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
1

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
cont'd

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA


25

And then i1f there are any others that would like

PHA

F3-409


GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHA


F3-410

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

PHA

48

to speak tonight, please raise your hand. We"ll get you
a comment card. PHA22
MR. KITO: My name is Brian Kito. | own Fugetsu-Do ]
Confectionery, which is a three-generation old business.
It"s the oldest business here in Little Tokyo, 107 years.

When 1 first heard about the alternatives for us
to have a Metro Rail line coming down to Little Tokyo, 1
was very happy. | think the first vote was between
Temple Street connector or 2nd Street or even 3rd or
4th Street connector. Obviously, 1 voted for
Temple Street, so | was very disappointed that that was
taken off the possibilities.

We have a long history here. |1 lived through the 1
redevelopment through the "80s here. My dad had two stores
here at that time, so we"ve experienced eminent domain and
losing one of our stores, the Tirst American-style bakery
here in Little Tokyo, so I"m very aware of what the small
businesses have to go through during construction and
redevelopment and these types of issues.

I do know what it feels like to have to deal
with government agencies like CRA, try to get relocation
benefits and things like that. 1 beg you guys to make
sure that whatever we can do about saving this block,

the one that®"s down by 2nd, Central and Alameda. 1 don"t
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alternative that would save that block, 1 would vote for
it for sure.
Thank you.
MS. KERMAN: Thank you very much.
John Kerr, followed by Les Howard.
MR. KERR: Good evening. 1 live in the Wilshire
Center neighborhood.
MS. KERMAN: John, if you could introduce yourself
again.
Thank you.

MR. KERR: Hi. My name is John Kerr, and 1 live in
the Wilshire Center neighborhood, but I frequent downtown
a lot, one of my favorite neighborhoods, and Little Tokyo
is a large part of it, so | also urge Metro to do
everything they can to make sure that the businesses and
the wonderful pedestrian atmosphere that Little Tokyo
provides, keep intact during all of the construction.

Secondly, I want to voice my support for the
fully underground option. It will truly keep L.A."s rapid
transit rapid. And along those lines, 1 just want to
voice a little concern for the eventual through running of
the trains to Pasadena into Long Beach, East L.A. to
Santa Monica.

A 50-mile light-rail transit line is pretty much
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travel times between those two destinations, especially
one that extends beyond Azusa further on into the
foothills, it seems like the line might be almost too
long.

So | hope there are thoughts for other through
running options such as East L.A. to Long Beach and
Pasadena to Santa Monica before accomplishing this for
those of us who look forward to this project being
completed.

Thank you.

MS. KERMAN: Thank you, John.

Les Howard.

1°d also like to use this opportunity while Les
is coming to the mic to invite anyone else who would like
to speak tonight to fill out a speaker card.

MR. HOWARD: 1I°*m a member of the Gold Line --

MS. KERMAN: Les, if you could introduce yourself,
please.

MR. HOWARD: Les Howard from Whittier and member of
the advocacy group for the Washington Boulevard alignment
for the extension of the Gold Line. |1 am excited as a
potential stakeholder, if I live long enough, of what this
project here does as a multiplier for the investment being

made across the metropolitan area as we go forward with
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I deeply appreciate the sacrifices the people in
this neighborhood will be called upon to make and support
any effective form of mitigation that can be provided, but
your neighbors even further afield, as we look forward to
this, join you in looking forward to the benefit.

Tonight, 1 had to drive to Atlantic to take the
Gold Line to Little Tokyo. Soon, 1 hope many of us will
be able to come to Little Tokyo directly.

MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Les.

Do 1 have any additional speaker cards? We will
leave this mic open until 8:00, and 1If you do want to
speak, please provide me a speaker card, raise your hand.
We"d be delighted to get you one.

In the meantime, let me also remind you that if
you could please make sure that you have signhed in
tonight, we want to make sure that we have current contact
information for all of you so that we can keep you
up-to-date on the process and progress of the study.

You can also complete a comment form at the
registration desk or again, you may E-mail us or mail us
by postal mail, all of the various ways that you can
comment on this project or the EIS/EIR through
October 18th are up on the screen.

We encourage you to stay informed on this
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metro.netregionalconnector -- metro.net/regionalconnector.

Do I hear any other comments? Well, for those
that would like to -- Diego, please.

MR. CARDOSO: 1 just want to thank the community that
came tonight to this meeting. We did a lot of work with
the community, and 1 also want to thank Dolores and the
new baby that is coming for Dolores.

We are a city that is transftorming and will
continue to transform, and as we build transit, we"re
building a more livable community, and the people that
will enjoy it more so than us are the young people that
are ahead of us in the future.

So I really thank the community, thank all of the
technical people that helped us, Ray and everybody. |IFf I
start calling names, | will forget. And our engineer iIn
the back, thank you so much for coming tonight and any
speakers please come up. And Ginny, thank you.

MS. KERMAN: No more speaker cards. Okay.

Again, we"re taking comments until 8:00, but 1
will remind you that there®s a very, very important board
meeting to put on your calendar. That is when the
Metro Board of Directors will choose a locally preferred
alternative. That is October 28th. And prior to that

board meeting, we plan to go to Metro Committee, the
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meeting.

IT you"ve provided your E-mail address on the
registration form or if we have you in our database,
we will make sure that we notify you of that meeting.

And on behalf of all the Metro staff and the
project team, that includes our consults, The Robert
Group, CDM, the entire team Ted Tanaka (phonetic), PD, we
do thank you for joining us this evening, for being part
of our process, for participating, and please get us your
comments, continue to let us know how you feel about this
project.

And again, we thank you so much, so good night.

(Hearing adjourned at 7:48 p.m.)
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Responses to Comments Volume F-3

PHA1

Responses to Comments from Fishel, Alan

Response to Comment PHAT-1
Comment acknowledged.

Response to Comment PHAT-2

Metro has refined the Locally Preferred Alternative since publication of the Draft EIS/EIR to
soften the alignment curves in the Little Tokyo area, thereby allowing higher train speeds. Metro
appreciates the submission of the map, and addresses it in responses to Comment

Letter PCT11.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHA2
Responses to Comments from Japanese Chamber of Commerce, Okamoto, Mike

Response to Comment PHA2-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHA2-2

Intersection impacts were analyzed in Chapter 3, Transportation Impacts and Mitigation, of the
Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR. The Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR determined that
during the AM peak hour 18 intersections and during the PM peak hour 26 intersections would
experience significant adverse impacts under the At-Grade LRT Alternative, and three
intersections during the AM peak hour and only seven intersections during the PM peak hour
would experience significant adverse impacts under the Underground Emphasis LRT Alternative.

Response to Comment PHA2-3

Comment acknowledged. The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate
the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative, which would result in
a regional decrease in greenhouse gas emissions compared to the No Build Alternative.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHA3
Responses to Comments from Little Tokyo Business Association and Little Tokyo
Business Improvement District, Liu, Wilson

Response to Comment PHA3-1

Comment acknowledged. Letters, submitted by the Little Tokyo Business Association and Little
Tokyo Business Improvement District, referenced in this comment are contained in this volume
of the Final EIS/EIR as Comment Letters BU18 through BU20. Please refer to Responses to
Comments BU18-1 through BU20-8, above, for detailed responses to concerns raised in these
comment letters.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHA4
Responses to Comments from Kay, Greg

Response to Comment PHA4-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHA4-2
Preference for a station between Los Angeles and San Pedro Streets is noted.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHAS

Responses to Comments from Adelman, Charles

Response to Comment PHAS-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHAS-2

Fully Underground LRT Alternative — Little Tokyo Variation 2 was eliminated from further study
due to potential impacts to the Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Temple. A rail simulation was
performed to ensure that the Fully Underground LRT Alternative — Little Tokyo Variation 1 would
be able to accommodate the Regional Connector’s projected 2.5 minute headway. Metro would
use measures such as trackside signals, cab signaling, and automatic train control systems to
ensure safety. Safety systems would be included to prevent train operators from passing

red signals.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHA6
Responses to Comments from Havens, Alan

Response to Comment PHAG6-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHA6-2
Comment noted.

Response to Comment PHA6-3

Union Station and Metro Blue Line service to Watts would be maintained. The Fully
Underground LRT Alternative was designated as the Locally Preferred Alternative in part to avoid
the impacts of surface tracks in the dense downtown area. The Locally Preferred Alternative
includes a new underground pocket track north of 7" Street/Metro Center Station. The surface
tracks connecting the Pasadena and East Los Angeles branches of the Metro Gold Line would no
longer be in service once the Regional Connector opens, and may ultimately be removed. The
majority of transit passengers riding the Metro Gold Line from East Los Angeles are destined for
downtown Los Angeles and points westward. These passengers would benefit from seamless
travel to westside destinations. Transit riders traveling from East Los Angeles to Pasadena (and
in the future to Montclair) would be required to transfer at the new underground station in Little
Tokyo. The Eastside Extension Phase 2 project would extend the Metro Gold Line farther east,
and would have direct trains into the Regional Connector. The Regional Connector ridership
forecasting assumes that the Eastside Extension Phase 2 will be in operation by the year 2035,
and results show that the Regional Connector would have adequate capacity to accommodate
the projected volumes of transferring passengers.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHA7
Responses to Comments from Zablen, Nathan

Response to Comment PHA7-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHA7-2

Comment acknowledged. Metro has included the Little Tokyo community in meetings involving
station planning and Metro will continue to coordinate with the Little Tokyo community during
the course of the project.

Response to Comment PHA7-3
Comment acknowledged. Thank you for your comment.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHA8

Responses to Comments from Briones, William
Response to Comment PHAS-1

Comment acknowledged. Construction of the Locally Preferred Alternative would not require
temporary easement, partial, or full taking of the Los Angeles Hompa Hongwaniji
Temple property.

Response to Comment PHAS8-2

Thank you for your comment. Support for an underground LRT is noted. The Metro Board of
Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the
Locally Preferred Alternative.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHA9
Responses to Comments from Little Tokyo Community Council, Watanabe, Bill

Response to Comment PHAO9-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHA9-2

Comment acknowledged. As indicated in Section 4.18, Construction Impacts, of the Draft
EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR, a range of durations, 2-4 months for the TBM insertion site and
24-48 months for the 2" Street TBM tunnel, was assumed for tunneling activities at both
insertion site options. These ranges are conservative estimates. Disproportionate impacts
associated with each alternative were discussed in Section 4.17, Environmental Justice, of the
Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR.

The small size of the 2" /Hope Street station site would require a substantial portion of
construction staging activities to occur in the surrounding streets, necessitating longer
downtown street closures and increased cut and cover activities. This would have the effect of
reducing mobility downtown and could deter visitors from frequenting many downtown
communities, including Little Tokyo. In addition, the 1¥/Central Avenue station site in Little
Tokyo would need to be used as the TBM receiving site if the tunnel boring machines are
inserted at the 2"/Hope Street station site.

Based on comments received on the Draft EIS/EIR and input received from community
meetings held during preparation of this Final EIS/EIR, the TBM insertion site options at
2"/Central Avenue station and the 2"'/Hope Street station are no longer being considered.
Instead the vacant property at the northeast corner of 1" and Alameda Streets, formerly known
as the Mangrove Site, would be used as the insertion site. The TBM would be inserted
approximately 700 feet from the originally proposed 2"/Central Avenue insertion area, which
would reduce the intensity of construction on the block bounded by 1" Street, Central Avenue,
2" Street, and Alameda Street and result in fewer acquisitions. Tunnel boring activities from this
site would proceed farther down Flower Street to 4" Street, instead of ending at the proposed
2"/Hope Street station. Spoils would be removed within the Mangrove property, and trucks
would be routed to the east and/or north to reach the freeway, and would not pass through Little
Tokyo. Section 4.18, Construction Impacts, of this Final EIS/EIR contains further detail
regarding estimated construction durations, construction scenarios, and tunnel boring
operations at the Mangrove property. Chapter 3, Transportation Impacts and Mitigation, and
Chapter 4, Environmental Analysis, Consequences, and Mitigation, of the Draft EIS/EIR have
been revised based on the new TBM insertion site in this Final EIS/EIR. A portion of the
Mangrove property was identified for construction staging in the Draft EIS/EIR. Inserting the
TBM at the Mangrove property would not result in new significant impacts or substantially
increase the severity of impacts previously identified in the Draft EIS/EIR.

Worksite Traffic Control Plans will be developed in coordination with the Los Angeles
Department of Transportation and presented to the community prior to construction activities.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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Metro will provide the community with updates regarding the construction schedule prior to and
during construction.

The tunnel boring machine insertion site needs to be located at the end of the tunneled segment
of the alignment. The former state office building site is located near the middle of the tunneled
segment, and would therefore not be practicable, and would not greatly reduce construction
impacts in Little Tokyo or at 2™ and Hope.

Response to Comment PHA9-3

Metro will continue to coordinate with the Little Tokyo community during the course of the
project. During preparation of this Final EIS/EIR, Metro held meetings with community groups,
which included meetings with the Little Tokyo Working Group, and identified municipal leaders
to guide them in the decision-making process as it relates to the proposed station locations,
alignment options, and anticipated mitigation measures. Community input during these
meetings has been taken into account in the refinement of the Locally Preferred Alternative and
the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter
8), which are presented in this Final EIS/EIR. A community outreach plan will also be developed
to notify local communities of construction schedules, street lane and sidewalk closures, and
detours during project construction.

In accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines, the Metro Board of Directors will decide whether
or how to approve or carry out the project after considering this Final EIS/EIR and in conjunction
with making findings under Section 15091 of the State CEQA Guidelines.

Appropriate candidate mitigation measures identified in the Draft EIS/EIR have been refined and
confirmed in this Final EIS/EIR and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the
Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR to minimize impacts to

local businesses.
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PHA10
Responses to Comments from Kawaratani, Yukio

Response to Comment PHA10-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHA10-2
Concurrence with the Draft EIS/EIR conclusion is noted.

Response to Comment PHA10-3

Mitigation measures were identified in Section 4.14, Economic and Fiscal Impacts, of the Draft
EIS/EIR to reduce economic impacts associated with construction of the Locally Preferred
Alternative to the Little Tokyo community. Since publication of the Draft EIS/EIR, refinements to
the Locally Preferred Alternative have reduced the significance of potentially adverse economic
and fiscal impacts during construction in Little Tokyo, refer to Section 4.14, Economic and Fiscal
Impacts, of this Final EIS/EIR. The refinements reduce the amount of cut and cover, the need
for roadway and sidewalk closures, property acquisitions, and overall disruption to businesses
that would occur during construction. The refinements to the Locally Preferred Alternative have
also reduced the number of privately-owned parcels that would be completely or partially
acquired. Appropriate candidate mitigation measures identified in the Draft EIS/EIR have been
refined and confirmed in this Final EIS/EIR and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting
Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR. The Locally
Preferred Alternative would not have significant economic effects after implementation of
mitigation. Refer to Section 4.14, Economic and Fiscal Impacts, of this Final EIS/EIR.

Response to Comment PHA10-4

The Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR adequately analyzed impacts to Little Tokyo as a result
of the Underground Emphasis LRT Alternative in Chapter 3, Transportation Impacts and
Mitigation, and Chapter 4, Environmental Analysis, Consequences, and Mitigation. Please refer
to Responses to Comments PHA10-5 through PHA10-9, below, for detailed responses regarding
concerns raised by the commenter.

Response to Comment PHA10-5

The Locally Preferred Alternative would not include an Alameda Street underpass. The traffic
lanes and pedestrian crossings at 1" and Alameda Streets would remain at-grade, as they
are today.

Response to Comment PHA10-6

Metro designs its grade crossings to minimize potential conflicts between pedestrians, vehicles,
and trains. No grade crossings would be constructed as part of the Locally Preferred Alternative.
The Little Tokyo pedestrian bridges are included only in the At-Grade Emphasis LRT Alternative
and Underground Emphasis LRT Alternative. The Metro Board of Directors voted on October
28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
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Response to Comment PHA10-7
This impact was discussed in Section 4.17.3.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR.

Response to Comment PHA10-8

Metro designs its grade crossings to minimize potential conflicts between pedestrians, vehicles,
and trains. No grade crossings would be constructed as part of the Locally Preferred Alternative.
The Little Tokyo pedestrian bridges are included only in the At-Grade Emphasis LRT Alternative
and Underground Emphasis LRT Alternative. The Metro Board of Directors voted on October
28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHA10-9

It is noted that the commenter supports the Fully Underground LRT Alternative and opposes the
Underground Emphasis LRT Alternative. The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28,
2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.
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PHAT1

Responses to Comments from Historic Downtown Business Improvement
District of the L.A. City Chapter, Brown, Russ

Response to Comment PHAT1-1
Thank you for your comment.

Response to Comment PHAT1-2

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHA11-3

Support for the 2" /Broadway station is noted. The Locally Preferred Alternative includes a
station at 2" and Broadway.

Response to Comment PHA11-4

The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground
LRT Alternative without the Flower/5" /4" Street station as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The
deletion of the station was done in an effort to reduce the cost of the project while still meeting
the project’s purpose and need. An enhanced pedestrian walkway connecting the 4"/Flower
Streets area to the existing 7" Street/Metro Center Station would be constructed on Flower
Street to improve access to the Financial District. The design of the Locally Preferred Alternative
would not preclude a station at 5" and Flower Streets from being built as a possible future,
separate project.

Response to Comment PHA11-5
Thank you for your comment.
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PHA12
Responses to Comments from Covarrubias, Joel

Response to Comment PHA12-1
Thank you for your comment. Support for the Regional Connector project is noted.

Response to Comment PHA12-2

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHA12-3

Support for the Flower/5" /4" Street station is noted. The Metro Board of Directors voted on
October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative without the Flower/5" /4"
Street station as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The deletion of the station was done in an
effort to reduce the cost of the project while still meeting the project’s purpose and need. An
enhanced pedestrian walkway connecting the 4" /Flower Streets area to the existing 7"
Street/Metro Center Station would be constructed on Flower Street to improve access to the
Financial District. Metro understands the importance of serving the Financial District and
believes that the Locally Preferred Alternative still meets the purpose and need of the project
despite the station deletion. Deletion of the Flower/5"/4" Street station would result in minimal
ridership losses because most riders would use the 2/Hope Street station or 7" Street/Metro
Center Station, which would service the Financial District. After the October 28, 2010 meeting,
the Metro Board of Directors directed staff to meet with the Financial District stakeholders to
discuss options for privately funding the Flower/5"/4" Street station, but no funding sources
were identified. However, the design of the Locally Preferred Alternative would not preclude a
station at 5" and Flower Streets from being built as a possible future, separate project.

Response to Comment PHA12-4

The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground
LRT Alternative without the Flower/5" /4" Street station as the Locally Preferred Alternative. An
enhanced pedestrian walkway connecting the 4" /Flower Streets area to the existing 7"
Street/Metro Center Station would be constructed on Flower Street to improve access to the
Financial District. The design of the Locally Preferred Alternative would not preclude a station at
5" and Flower Streets from being built as a possible future, separate project.

Response to Comment PHA12-5
Metro will undergo a formal station naming process that includes community participation. The

stations are referred to in the EIS/EIR by intersection so as to be as descriptive as possible about
their locations, but these will not necessarily become the actual station names.

Response to Comment PHA12-6

The Locally Preferred Alternative includes double track beneath Flower Street, and a pocket track
for the storage or reversal of trains. Metro performed a rail simulation as part of the Draft
EIS/EIR process, which verified that the Fully Underground LRT Alternative would be able to
accommodate the anticipated volume of trains.
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Response to Comment PHA12-7

The number of entrances at each station is based on ridership levels as well as community
needs. Metro will integrate the station entrances into the surrounding neighborhoods

through design.
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PHA13

Responses to Comments from Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council,
Berman, Patti

Response to Comment PHA13-1

Thank you for your comment. Metro has and will continue to coordinate with the Little Tokyo
community regarding the Regional Connector Transit Corridor project. The Metro Board of
Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the
Locally Preferred Alternative.
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PHA14

Responses to Comments from Electric Railway Historical Association,
Frevele, Dave

Response to Comment PHAT4-1
Thank you for your comment. Support for the Regional Connector project is noted.

Response to Comment PHA14-2
Thank you for your comment.

Response to Comment PHA14-3

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.
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PHATS
Responses to Comments from Westwater, Brady

Response to Comment PHA15-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT

Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. Please refer to Responses to Comments PHA15-
2 through PHAT15-4, below, for detailed responses regarding concerns raised by the commenter.

Response to Comment PHA15-2

Metro will work with the community to determine re-use of construction staging areas after
construction is completed. In doing so, Metro hopes to create destinations compatible with
transit use. Suggestions for improvement of the Bunker Hill area are noted. Roadway
reconfiguration in the vicinity of the 2"/Hope Street station would occur as part of the Regional
Connector project. Based on the refinements to the Locally Preferred Alternative, only the
northern portion of the block bounded by 1* Street, Central Avenue, 2" Street, and Alameda
Street would need to be acquired as part of the Locally Preferred Alternative for the 1*/Central
Avenue station site. The Sefor Fish, Weiland Brewery, associated parking, and the former Café
Cuba (The Spice Table) would still need to be displaced. However, the remaining businesses on
that block would remain, including the Office Depot and associated parking. It is Metro’s goals
to minimize such acquisitions. Metro added the Fully Underground LRT Alternative during the
Draft EIS/EIR process in response to community input.

Response to Comment PHA15-3

Unlike the Underground Emphasis LRT Alternative, the Locally Preferred Alternative does not
include a portal on the block bounded by 1* Street, Central Avenue, 2™ Street, and Alameda
Street. However, some brick structures on that block (Weiland Brewery, Sefior Fish, associated
parking, and Café Cuba [The Spice Table]) would still need to be displaced to make room for a
new underground station. The remaining businesses on that block would remain, including the
Office Depot and associated parking. A portion of the land acquired for the station would be
available for development after construction is completed.

Response to Comment PHA15-4
Comment acknowledged.
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PHAT16
Responses to Comments from Springer, Jay

Response to Comment PHA16-1
Thank you for your comment.

Response to Comment PHA16-2

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.
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PHA17
Responses to Comments from Nikkei Center, LLC Project, Kaji, Jon

Response to Comment PHA17-1
Thank you for your comment.
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PHA18
Responses to Comments from The Spice Table, Luu-Ng, Kim

Response to Comment PHA18-1

No feasible options are available for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative that would avoid
displacement of The Spice Table restaurant at 115 South Central Avenue. Metro has refined the
Locally Preferred Alternative alignment to minimize acquisition on the block bounded by 1*
Street, Central Avenue, 2™ Street, and Alameda Street, but The Spice Table would still be among
the businesses that must be displaced. As indicated in Section 4.2.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR and
this Final EIS/EIR, compensation and relocation assistance will be provided to displaced
businesses consistent with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970.

Response to Comment PHA18-2

It is Metro’s goal to minimize construction impacts to businesses. As indicated in Section 4.7,
Noise and Vibration, of the Supplemental EA/Recirculated Draft EIR Sections and this Final
EIS/EIR, consistency with the goals of the applicable local ordinances and implementation of
Best Management Practices, would ensure that noise levels associated with construction of the
Locally Preferred Alternative would not result in a significant adverse impact to sensitive land
uses. Although, noise generated during construction of the Locally Preferred Alternative would
not result in a significant impact, Metro will implement the construction noise mitigation
measures listed in the Mitigation Monitoring and Report Program for the Locally Preferred
Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR in order to further minimize disruption. Metro will
also provide assistance to Little Tokyo businesses during construction, which could take the
form of in-kind advertising, Metro-sponsored coupons, city-wide advertising that Little Tokyo is
open for business during construction, and similar supportive measures. Metro believes that
these mitigation measures will help attract potential customers to the neighborhood

during construction.
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PHA19

Responses to Comments from GetFit Little Tokyo, Yamaguchi, Jayson
Response to Comment PHA19-1

Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The Metro Board of Directors voted
on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred
Alternative. Tunnel boring machine technology has advanced during the time since Metro Red
Line construction occurred. Metro recently completed tunneling for the Eastside Extension
Phase 1 with no measurable subsidence, and would use similar techniques when building the
Regional Connector. Metro recognizes the value of park space for communities, but no parks
would be created as part of this transportation project.
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PHA20

Responses to Comments from California Japanese American Community
Leadership Council, Nishio, Alan

Response to Comment PHA20-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. Metro coordinated with the Little Tokyo
community to develop an effective mitigation program, the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting
Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR, acceptable to the
community, Metro, and FTA. Metro has and will continue to coordinate with the Little Tokyo
community during project construction.

Based on comments received on the Draft EIS/EIR and input received from community
meetings held during preparation of this Final EIS/EIR, the TBM insertion site option at
2"/Central Avenue station is no longer being considered. Instead, the vacant property at the
northeast corner of 1" and Alameda Streets, formerly known as the Mangrove Site, would be
used as the insertion site. At this location, the TBM would be inserted approximately 700 feet
from the originally proposed 2™/Central Avenue insertion area, which would reduce the intensity
of construction on the block bounded by 1* Street, Central Avenue, 2™ Street, and Alameda
Street, and result in fewer acquisitions. Please refer to Section 4.18, Construction Impacts, of
this Final EIS/EIR for further detail regarding tunnel boring operations at the Mangrove property.

Metro will implement the mitigation measures in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting
Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative with the goal of supporting businesses throughout
the construction phase. This will include targeted marketing efforts and other in-kind
assistance. Metro will provide two acres of land on the Mangrove property, located at the
northeast corner of 1" and Alameda Streets, for the purposes of providing supplemental parking
services, such as valet parking services during construction in order to preserve the accessibility
of the neighborhood during construction. Metro will minimize street closures, and will maintain
access to businesses throughout the construction process.
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PHA21
Responses to Comments from Koraku Group, Inc., Yamauchi, Hiroshi

Response to Comment PHA21-1

Construction durations for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative were shown in Table 4.18-2 of
the Draft EIS/EIR and for the Locally Preferred Alternative in Table 4.18-1 of this Final EIS/EIR.
The entire construction process would take four to five years, but the duration of construction in
any one location in Little Tokyo would be less than four years. Metro will implement the
mitigation measures in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally
Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR in order to minimize the construction
impacts of the project. As described in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered, of this Final EIS/EIR,
the Locally Preferred Alternative has been refined since publication of the Draft EIS/EIR. The
refined alignment would not involve cut and cover construction on 2 Street in Little Tokyo, thus
eliminating the need for lengthy closures of the street and sidewalk. Temporary intermittent
closures may still be needed, but these would be less frequent than with the non-refined
alternative described in the Draft EIS/EIR. Cut and cover would be needed at the intersection of
1" and Alameda Streets in order to construct the underground junction.
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PHA22
Responses to Comments from Fugetsu-Do Confectionery, Kito, Brian

Response to Comment PHA22-1

Metro has made refinements to the Locally Preferred Alternative in response to community
input. The refinements would greatly reduce impacts to businesses. The refined alternative
would not involve cut and cover construction on 2™ Street, and would minimize acquisitions on
the block bounded by 1* Street, Central Avenue, 2™ Street, and Alameda Street. The majority of
parking spaces and businesses on this block would not need to be acquired.
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PHA23
Responses to Comments from Kerr, John

Response to Comment PHA23-1

Metro recognizes the importance of Little Tokyo and will continue to work with the community
to minimize adverse impacts. Mitigation measures identified in the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR are
aimed at supporting businesses throughout the construction phase, and minimizing impacts to
the pedestrian environment.

Response to Comment PHA23-2

Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The Metro Board of Directors voted
on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred
Alternative. The Locally Preferred Alternative includes Long Beach-Pasadena (eventually
Montclair) and East Los Angeles-Culver City (eventually Santa Monica) routes. However, the
track configuration would allow Culver City-Pasadena and Long Beach-East Los Angeles train
movements to occur when necessary. Metro operations staff has determined that operation of
the North-South Line from Montclair to Long Beach is feasible.
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PHA24

Responses to Comments from Gold Line Washington Alignment Advocacy
Group, Howard, Les

Response to Comment PHA24-1
Thank you for your comment.
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Los Angel es, California, Mnday, Cctober 4, 2010

11: 40 a. m

M5. KERVAN: So I'd like to wel come you to the public
hearing for the Regional Connector the Draft EIS/EIR and ny
nane is Ann Kerman. |'mthe constituent program nmanager
with Metro on this project. And | will be facilitating this
af ternoons neeting, as well as acting as the hearing officer
for the testinony that we hope each and every one of you
will provide, during the next couple of hours.

The next thing | need to find out is, is there
anyone here in need of translation. And if | could have ny
interpreters come up. | would like to have them nmention
this in the | anguage. Carrisa, could you ask our
interpreters to cone up?

I"'minpressed to see all of you here on this
drizzly day here in L.A  How do we |ike this new buil ding?
Ilt's alittle warm but | do hear the air condition is on.
So bare with us. Juan Carlos, can you please nake an
announcenent that we do have transl ation avail abl e.

Well, in addition to being in this beautifu
facility, we have the honor of having Geg Fischer here with
us, with Councilworman Jan Perry the Council District 9. And

Geg, if you wouldn't mnd, we'd like to have you wel cone
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everybody to this new facility.

MR. FI SCHER: Good norning. | welconme you here to this
facility on behal f of Councilwoman Jan Perry who represents
this District. Councilwoman will not be able to be here
this norning. | apologize she's not here, but she wants to
take the opportunity to thank all of you for conmng. This
is a long engaging process. |It's inportant that your voice
be heard because it is at this tine that nost of the
decisions will be made going forward. Actually, sonme in
the past of how these projects will be built, if it is to
be built.

The Counci | woman has been very clear that this is
a controversial project. There are people who are for and
agai nst this. Each of course has their own agenda. She is
taking all of the interests that she would on any project
in her District, and she is interested in hearing from you.

The project needs to be understandi ng in another
context. The project will interrupt the infrastructure of
Downtown, Civic Center, Little Tokyo, Financial District,
for years and that's going to be a problem Sone of this
area will not be accessible to anyone during sone of the
construction period. So it's inportant to see that as a
contextual piece. It will inconvenience bus riders,
not ori sts, people who use bicycles for transportation,

pedestrians. And this is not to be a tracking project, but
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it is a piece that has to be understood as we go forward.
She is very interested that Little Tokyo, as one of the
few remai ns of Japan Town, not be either unnecessarily

i nconveni enced nor overly disturbed by this process.

She's also interested that the Arts District of
Al aneda Street experience also as good a relationship with
this project as it can. She is very interested in the fully
underground alternative to this. Largely because it seens
to be the one that the comunity supports, at l|least as far
as the alternatives that are presented.

She's also interested in it as the project is
going forward, |ooks like that particular stop will not as
severely inpact the intersection at 1st and A aneda Street.
The community having just undergone an extensive
i nconveni ence of rerouting the traffic on that street and
havi ng put it back, we've now had al nost a years worth of
very fine service fromthe Gold Line that has been well
received. W don't really want to pull that section apart
and have to redo it again.

The | ast piece that Councilwonman would like to
make known is a small one. 1st Street bridge is closed
west bound, and as it has been cl osed for several years.
When that project reconstructing the bridge finishes, which
shoul d be hopefully in 2011, that will release full new line

of autonobiles to cone across the bridge. That will also
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i mpact the 1st and Al aneda intersection. It wll take tinme
for people to get use to the fact that there will be all
these cars using that intersection, with a whole new set of
pedestrians who are using it as the Gold Line that stops at
1st and Al ameda.

So Counci | worman wanted nme to thank you for your
interests, for your long-terminterests, because this is a
| ong-term process. And hopes to hear what you think about
this project, as she will take it into consideration as she
makes her own decision. Thank you.

MS. KERMAN.  Thank you Greg, we appreciate you being
here and thank Ms. Perry for her support. | also have a
Korean translator. 1'd like you to conme up and al so nention
that translation is available in Korean. Please cone up to
t he mi crophone.

Great. So, hopefully, anybody that needs translation
has been connected with. And we will begin the neeting. So
with that, 1'd like to go into sone of the formal processes
that we are about to undertake because this is a fornal
public hearing on the Draft Environmental Docunents to the
Regi onal Connecter.

W have a legal obligation to nake sure that we
hear your comments on the Draft EIS/EIR, and we're here
today to hear fromyou and want to give everyone a chance to

speak. Because this is a public hearing, we will not be

PHB


GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
PHB


10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PHB

answering your questions or engaging in dialogue on any of
your comrents. |f you want to conment on the Draft EIS/ ER
you have several different opportunities to do that. You
can fill out a comment sheet which is available at our front
desk. You can also mail us a letter or E-nmil us. And al
public coments nust be received by 5:00 o' clock p.m on

Oct ober 18t h.

Now, as this is a formal NEPA, CEQA process, | now
need to provide you with the followi ng statenent. So |listen
up everybody. The Regional Connecter Transit Corridor
Study's Draft Environnmental |npact Statenent, Environnenta
| npact Report was rel eased on Septenber 3rd, 2010 along with
the Notice of Availability and Notice of intent to hold
public hearings. To conply with the National Environnenta
Policy Act, NEPA and the California Environnental Quality
Act CEQA, Section 15087.

The Federal Transit Adm nistration, FTA, and the
Los Angel es Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Metro,
have prepared a draft Environmental I|npact Statenment and
Envi ronnental |npact Report Docunent. FTA is the |ead
agency for the purposes of NEPA. And METRO is the |ead
agency for the purposes of CEQA. And Notice of Availability
and intent to hold public hearing was published in the
Federal Register, State of California C earinghouse,

Los Angeles Tines, La Opinion, and Necan Sun (phonetic)
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and filed with Los Angel es County Clerk and the California
State Cd earinghouse.

The notices were published on Septenber 3rd, 2010.
Copi es of the Draft Environnental Docunent are avail able for
public review between Septenber 3rd and Cctober 18th, and
are located in public libraries across Downtown and across
the Region, and that list is available by visiting our
website or checking with us directly.

In addition, electronic copies of the docunent were
distributed by nmail to participating agencies, listed owners
of properties identified in the docunent, |ocal elected
officials, and additional interested stakehol ders. W ran
di spl ay ads about the public hearing in QurWekly, Eastern
Sun, Downt own News, Korea Tinme, Korea Daily, Blog Downtown,
Japanese Daily, Repetition Co., and the Pacific Civic Center
(phonetic).

Copi es of the press rel ease about the EIS/ElIR was
sent to a distribution of over 50 nedia organi zations. The
Draft EIS/EIR informati on about the hearings, is posted on
Metro's website. [Information about release of the Draft
and the hearings was also printed in brochure forns and
distributed widely on Metro busses and trains, as well as
hand delivered at key locations. |In addition, brokers were
sent by U S. mail to over 65 thousand contacts in the

proj ect study area.
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The same information was al so sent electronically
to a distribution Iist of 1,725 individuals. Al of this
information is included in the Draft EIS/EIR and all of
this information is available on the website.

Affidavits of publication and copies of detailed
mai |l i ngs are avail able upon request. And now | would |ike
to introduce you to our project manager. Her name is
Dol ores Roybal Saltarelli. Dolores will be on a short break
soon to deliver another beautiful child into the world.

And with that, I would like to introduce the deputy project
manager Lora Cornejo. In alittle while I'Il introduce you
to the rest of the project team

Wth that, Dolores, | would like to bring you up
and have you do your presentation. And after Dol ores
concludes, it will be tine for you, our comunity, our
st akehol ders, to provide us with public testinony. Thank
you.

M5. ROYBAL SALTARELLI: Good afternoon. Thank you very
nmuch for com ng out today. The main purpose of this neeting
is to hear your comrents, so that we can document them and
respond to themin the final.

I'"'mgoing to keep ny presentation short because we
want, again, to listen to your conments. And thank you very
much for taking the tinme to cone to today's hearing. Wth

that I'll start the presentation.
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The Regi onal Connecter is one of the seven projects
that will be inplenmented by 2035. Purpose of the project is
it will do several things in regards to inmproving our public
transit and nobility within the Downtown Region, as well as
the rest of the County. Looking at directly connecting the
Metro Blue, Gold, and Expo Line. Inproving rail travel tine
and reducing transfers by providing a one seat ride between
Azusa and Long Beach and Culver City and East Los Angel es.

It will also increase high capacity transit service
for the Downtown as well as the rest of the County. The
need, we're | ooking at continued growmh in the Downtown and
the rest of the County. The transit systemwll be
expandi ng and bringing nore riders into the area, as well as
| ooking at the existing multiple transfers that are required
for local and regional trips.

As | mentioned earlier, we're connecting our |ight
rail systemthrough Downt own, connecting the Blue to the
Expo as well as the Gold Line. Providing a one seat ride
to connect the region traveling north, south, east to west.

Many of you have seen this devel opnent process
before. W initiated this project in 2007 with an
alternative analysis study. W |ooked at 36 alternatives
in that process. Two were recommended to go forward in the
Draft and we initiated the Drafts in January of 2009. If we

continue with our current schedule, we're |ooking at having
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t he Regional Connecter in operation by 2019.

When we initiated this project in '07, we did not
have any funding with the passes of Measure R | n Novenber
of 2008, this project was allocated a small fund in the
Measure R Project Plan. W continued with the Draft. W
then worked extensively with the various stakehol ders.

W initiated a working group with the Little Tokyo
folks, with their hard work and dedication, we were able to
develop a third build alternative that you will see included
in the Draft Environmental Document. The Board approved
that in February. And we're looking -- we were able to neet
our deadline of releasing the Draft in Septenber.

Many of you have the Draft Environnental Docunent,
we are |looking at five alternatives. The no build, the
transportation systenms managenment. And three build
alternatives. The at grade, the underground enphases
alternative, and the fully underground. The no build is
what you are | ooking at without the project being in place.
For our purposes, you are | ooking at connecting 7th Street
Metro to 1st and Al anmeda, approximately.

Wth the TSM alternative, we are | ooking at what
you can do without buil ding permanent infrastructure.

And we are recommendi ng two additional bus routes, one
connecting upper Gand to lower Gand. And the other one

connecting using 2nd and 3rd to close the gap between
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7th and Metro and 1st and Al aneda, Little Tokyo Arts
District Station.

The at grade enphases alternative again, neets
the same connection. This tinme using a light rail system
connecting 7th Street Metro to approximately the existing
Little Tokyo Arts District Station. Wat is unique about
this alternative is about 47 percent of it, what you see in
purple, is actually underground, because you are connecting
an existing underground station at 7th Street Metro to an
at grade station at Little Tokyo Arts District Station.

The under ground enphasis alternative again, makes
that sane connection in our light rail system opening
approximately two mles and our light rail systemfrom
7th and Metro to 1st and Alanmeda. This tinme the alignnent
is about 94 percent underground with an at grade connection
at 1st and Al aneda.

This alternative as well as the at grade
alternative has three stations. One at 5th and Fl ower,
2nd and Hope, and a station on 2nd Street whether it be at
2nd and Broadway or between Los Angel es and Main

Wth the fully underground, that's exactly the sane
al i gnment as the underground enphasis alternative, |eaving
7th and Metro underneath Flower Street, this tinme underneath
2nd Street. And instead of being at grade at 1st and

Al aneda, you're actually underground. This alignnent has
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four stations. One at 5th and Flower, 2nd and Hope, 2nd and
Br oadway, and now 2nd and Central .

This would al so include two portals in order to
connect to the existing Gold Line that's currently in
operation. One will be between Al aneda and Hewitt and one
north of Tenple.

Again, as | nentioned earlier, this public hearing
is to listen to your comments. You have the opportunity to
present themtoday verbally or you can send themto ne
witten, whether it be E-mail or parcel post, etcetera. W
al so have a website that we are receiving comments from as
well as an E-mail address.

Two i nportant dates that you should be aware of is,
we're going to be presenting this project to our Measure R
Conmittee on Cctober 21st at 9:00 a.m And we'll also be
going to the Board for their approval or acceptance of the
Draft as well as it is being locally preferred alternative
at it's neeting on Cctober 28th at 9:30.

So with that, we would | ove to hear your commrents.
Thank you.

V5. KERMAN:  Thank you, Dolores. And nowthis is your
time and as we quickly set up our timer for coments, let ne
tell you howthis is going to work. Many of you saw that we
have a speaker card, and that's something that you could

pick up at the registration desk or if you want to speak and

PHB
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have not filled out one, raise your hand right now and we'l|l
get you a speaker card.

I"'mcalling the people up in the in order that |
recei ved these cards. You'll have two mnutes to speak and
you'l | be speaking to the m crophone that's to your right.
The tinmer as you see, is up on the screen. |f you require

translation, we will extend that to a four-mnute period to
allow for transl ation.

Now, as | nentioned that we're here to receive your
comments. And each and every one of your comments wll be
addressed in the Final Environmental Document. W have a
court reporter here that's capturing every word that you
say, and you will see the transcript of that document in the
final EIS/ EIR

In addition, all of these conments, whether they be
witten or verbal, will be addressed in the final EI S/ El R
So you have an option today of either speaking, and we will
take your oral testinmony, or you can put your coments in
witing. If you want to be doubly sure, you can do both.
And all conments will ultinmately be conmunicated to our
Metro board, as well as to the FTA, as they are the final
arbiter of the decisions that cone out at the final EIS/EIR

When you're called to the nicrophone before you
begi n your statenment, if you could please state your nane

clearly, and that would be for the record. And then you
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will have the two minutes that | nentioned. |If you have a
prepared statement, if perhaps you run out of tine, you may
pl ease give us that prepared statenent and we will enter
that into the docunent. And in order for your coments to
be considered, as | mentioned before, Cctober 18th is the
deadline and | think we have that information up on the
screen.

So at this point we will begin the public testinony
and | will call up three people at a tinme, so that you can
be standing in line ready to go.

Qur first is Hillary Norton representing F.A S. T.
Fol | oned by Roger G ace, followed by Vahn Bohi gi an. PHB1

M5. NORTON: Good afternoon, |adies and gentlenen. M ]
name is Hillary Norton and |I'mthe executive director of
F.A.S. T., Fixing Angelenos Stuck in Traffic. And we are a
nonprofit coalition of environnental educational business
and transportation organi zation, specifically conmtted to
short-termsolutions to our current traffic crisis. 1

W see the Regional Connector as a very inportant
component of that, especially integrating each stop for the
Regi onal Connector with nmobility hubs, where you can have
bi ke share, car share, and transit associated with genera
bus/etc. W adhere to this board to fully underground
opti on.

However, we al so want to nake sure that we point 2
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PHB1
cont'd
1 out that as nmuch as possible to | ook at the 5th and
2 Fl ower Station, to keep that station which we no has been 2
3 in consideration and possibly in jeopardy, to | ook at cont'd
4 alternatives, if you can, to nake sure that that area is
5 served. To please keep that station, and to | ook at the
6 inmpact in all stations and in all parts of the construction 3
7 on businesses and on transit itself.
8 We hope that as you construct this inportant B
9 Regi onal Connecter, you are not going to deter people from
10 switching to transit by making things inconvenient, noving
11 around. Metro has been wonderful about presenting these
12 options and working with the Little Tokyo comunity about 4
13 goi ng underground rather than the inpact to A aneda, and we
14 thank you for that. And we thank you for your presentations
15 you made to C.C. A and to other organi zations to nake sure
16 that we are fully informed. Thank you very nuch. —
17 MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Hillary. Next, it |looks Iike
18 Roger Grace, followed by Vahn Bobi gi an, followed by
19 Jo-ann G ace. PHB?2
20 MR. GRACE: Thank you. M nanme is Roger Grace and |
21 yield nmy tinme to Vahn Bobi gi an and Jo-ann Grace to the 1
22 Honor abl e Robert Phil i bosi an.
23 M5. KERMAN: Did | hear that Robert Philibosian is
24  taking your tinme? PHB3
25 MR, BOBIG AN. M nane is Vahn Bobigian and | yield _| 1
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ny time to Robert Philibosian.
M5. GRACE: M name is Jo-ann Grace and | yield ny
time to Robert Philibosian.
MS. KERMAN: Ckay. Robert Philibosian.

MR, PHI LI BOSI AN:  Thank you very much. |'m
Robert Philibosian and | represent the Metropolitan News
Enterprise. And the Metropolitan News Enterprise Property

is being recoormended for taking for a parking | ot and

construction center during the construction of this project.

The building is the Wl cox Building at 2nd and
Spring and next to the it the O ender Building (phonetic).
The proposed taking is based on factually unsound
propositions. The ngjor tenant is not as proposed in the
report of restaurant. It is a newspaper conmpany. There
is a small coffee shop there, but the main tenant is a
newspaper conpany.

Met ropol itan News Conpany, Metropolitan News
Enterprise goes back to 1901. Taking of these buildings
owned by Jo-ann and Roger Grace would be ruinous to their
whol Iy owned business in Metropolitan News Conpany and thus
i mpair the continued existence of Metropolitan News
Enterprise and the Metropolitan News Conpany and seven
ot her California newspapers.

While a report contends there are 40 enpl oyees

spread anong the five businesses in the building,

PHB

PHB3

cont'd
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cont'd
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Metropolitan News Conpany al one enpl oys 47 persons whose
jobs would be put in jeopardy. This doom and gl oom
assessment in contrast to what the report conveys as no
nmeani ngf ul potential adverse inpact, is not the accurate
facts.

In particular, it is utterly inpractical to try to
nove the operation. There's a seven unit printing press in
the basenment and to nove that press would cost $300, 000.
And it would probably be inpossible to new EPA constrictions
and finding another location. The conmpany then would | ose
it's conpetitive advantage of being close to the warehouse
-- or I"'msorry, the courthouse where it processes |ega
noti ces.

Most significantly, a nmove would really cripple the
conpany's ability to derive the revenues fromit's |ega
advertising. This is because the nmoving of the press would
take approximately a week and a newspaper nust publish nore
often than that. So they would not be able to publish the
newspaper, which would be financially ruinous to the
conmpany. And they would | ose what they call a G andfat her
Cl ause which entitles the conpany newspaper, the pre 1923
newspaper, to be printed outside the Gty in whichit's
publ i shed. The I oss of that grandfather status would
greatly dimnish the newspaper's fair nmarket value should a

sal e ever be contenplated. Further nore, the report fails
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to take into account the historical character of the
W cox Building, which opened in 1996.
Now, we will be submitting a nore detailed and
| engthy report of all of this, which will fill in the blanks

of some of the things that | amsaying. But it is inportant
to point out that there is no need to buy and destroy a
cultural building and a historical building built in 1896,
to make roomfor a parking ot in view of the fact that
there are existing parking |ots and vacant property in
close proximty.

M. Bobi gi an, would you pl ease point out the
subj ect property with your pointer there. And in very close
proximty there is a federal property at 2nd and Broadway,
woul d you point that out. That is totally enpty and woul d
serve very adequately, nore than adequately in the
Metropolitan News Building for the staging area for this
project. So it would not be necessary to renpove or tear
down any current commrercially used properties.

That property is available. The Federal Governnent
is not using it, and since this is partially a federally
funded project, it would seemto nake sense to use that as
a alternative. There are several other alternatives we wll
go through quickly. And again, we will subnmit that in a
bookl et to staff and to the commission. At 2nd and Hil

there's a parking lot -- these are all parking lots,

PHB

PHB5

cont'd

cont'd
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either parking lots or parking structures.

The next one is 2nd and Spring, and then also in
t he background shoul d show the federal building or the
federal property, I'msorry. The federal property as well.
And the next one is Main and 2nd. You can see these are al
parking lots. And then the next one is 3rd and Main. The
next one is Main between 2nd and 3rd.

Then we have 205 Broadway, South Broadway. Then
we have 3rd and Main. And we have 3rd and Hill. 3rd and
Spring, 2nd and Main, and 2nd and Spri ng.

Now, these are all parking lots or parking
structures. They're not historical buildings. They are not
comerci al operating business. Yes, the parking lots are
comerci al businesses but there's no structures on nost of
these lots that would have to be removed. And in terns of
putting people out of work, we're tal king about 47 peopl e at
the Metropolitan New Enterprise, as contracts with the
par ki ng | ot enpl oyees of probably two or three or four at
the very nost.

So this proposition today is in the report, the
fatal part of this is that the space that would be rentabl e
in the Metropolitan News buil ding and adjacent buil ding,

Wl cox and O ender building, would cause a reputable injury
to the owners. The spaces there that are rentable, would

not be rentable. No one is going to go into a space that
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PHB5

cont'd

they are going to have to vacate because -- __Jconfd

MS. KERMAN:  Thank you. W [ook forward to receiving
your prepared statenent. Thank you

MR, PHI LI BCSI AN:  Thank you.

M5. KERMAN:  Next Kenji Suzuki, followed by Al an Havens,
foll owed by Martin Berg. PHB6

MR. SUZUKI: Thank you. M nane is Kenji Suzuki. | T
have a restaurant in Little Tokyo, 337 East 1st Street.
W' ve been there for about 38 years. Little Tokyo is very
rich in history and culture. Mst of us have been there. |
was there since | was a little kid running around the
sidewal k. |'m second generation owner. 38 years is a |ong
time, but 1'ma baby conpared to the other businesses that
have been around nmuch longer. Sonme just a few years ago
celebrated its 100th birthday in Little Tokyo. 1

This project, if it goes through, goes right
through the niddle of Little Tokyo. Little Tokyo is not
very big. It's only two blocks. You are tal king about 1st
and 2nd Street and you are tal king about right down the
m ddl e.
I''mnot against this project, but you do this, and

| think it's been docunented, that this type of construction
a lot of people don't survive this type of construction.

You' re tal king about taking away busi nesses that have been a

part of Little Tokyo for nmany, many generations. |It's a
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very inmportant part of Little Tokyo. The essence of
Little Tokyo woul d be taken away.
| hope that there will be alternatives rather than

to go right through Little Tokyo. Sone of the people that
have actually approved this, and | got the chance to speak
to some of them they realize that the fully underground,
what that image of fully underground, they were going to dig
a whole in one end, dig under Little Tokyo and you come up
the ot her end and nothi ng woul d happen to Little Tokyo.
And that's not the case.

It's a cut and cover. [It's a nmmjor operation.
Little Tokyo will be devastated and a | ot of the stores
that's been there for many, many generations, won't be back.
| don't know what's going to happen personally, but 1'd |ike
to see sonething happen. | don't want to stop this project
but 1'd like to see an alternative where you don't have to
go right in the mddle of Little Tokyo. So that's ny
speech. Thank you very nuch.

M5. KERMAN: Thank you, M. Suzuki. Next, Alan Havens
foll owed by Martin Berg.

MR. HAVENS: H ny nane is Alan Haven. | strongly
support the main underground option which shoul d not i npact
surface drafting at 1st and Al aneda. However, | do support
mai ntai ni ng one or two tracks of the existing line in case,

you know, between now and 2019 enough traffic, people noving

PHB

PHB6
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cont'd
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from East Boyl e Heights area and North Pasadena. | would
continue to want to have this type of novenent. That needed
to change trains and route that needing the trains changi ng
and route if it were. That's the main traffic, this is a
m nor a minor thing.
Al so | suggest that in case a nultipurpose

i nnovat ed building nmoves in North of Alameda -- |'msorry,
East of Al ameda and North of 1st, at |east have sonething up
on the top to all ow people to view East towards the Tenpl e,
towards the West towards the Power Tower (phonetic) and so
on and so forth, and get a good view of what Little Tokyo
| ooks like in all directions. ay. That is it.

MS. KERMAN.  Thank you, M. Haven. Next, Martin Berg,
followed by Bart Reed, followed by Joan Springhetti.

MR. BERG  Thank you for the opportunity to speak. My
name is Martin Berg. | live in the Huggins Buil ding on
2nd Street, and | want to reiterate the concerns of ny
nei ghbors in Little Tokyo and the Metropolitan News
Enterprise and those buil di ngs.

| want to nmake sure that Metro and the nei ghborhood

nmean the sane thing by environnental inpact. These inpacts
of construction they are proposing are very dramatic in our
nei ghborhood. And | want to nmake sure that they are being
addressed and that these concerns that have been addressed

by the Metropolitan News Enterprise and that those buil dings

PHB
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cont'd
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are being addressed, and that they're not pushed off to the
side as just the cost of a mmjor construction project.

These are serious inpacts on our nei ghborhood. W
have al ready endured the construction of the LAPD and the
LAPD nmot or pool parking lot. W don't need another parking
ot in our neighborhood. W need care taken of our great
historic structure and we need Metro to be partners in that,
not fighting it. Thank you

M5. KERMAN: Thank you very much, M. Berg. Bart Reed,
foll owed by Joan Springhetti, followed by Ellen M yoshi.

MR. REED: |'m Bart Reed, executive director of the
transit coalition in Southern California based on profit
dealing with transportation ethicacy. W fully support the
under ground opti on.

W saw the map when you cane in and saw the future
network of the light rail to Santa Monica, existing to
Long Beach out to Azusa, and further east and into
East Los Angel es, and further east towards Wodier. You
have a network, and when you dim nish one station out of
the four, you dimnish the network. Since the network
connects 54 mles from Santa Mnica to Azusa to the County
Line. 1t connects Long Beach to the north.

So the inportant thing is to maintain the network.
The nonent you take away a station such as you 5th and

Fl ower, you just dimnish the connection activity to

PHB
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Downt own, and people that may or may not make the deci sion
of taking light rail would perhaps not take it because the
station isn't there. So we fully support the findings and
funds if we nove to perhaps a 60 percent alternative on
federal match instead of 50. Use Prop A and Prop C funds to
nmake this work. But cone together with the noney to build a
full project.

This is 150-year long project that will remain as
part of the fabric for multiple generations of the community
and to get sense of functioning. It's inportant that we do
it the right way. W don't have a chance later on to put in
a mssing station. For those who don't know, between
West | ake and Downt own Los Angel es, we skip the station of a
Red Line and that comunity is suffered as a result of no
station. So we don't need to repeat some of the mstakes in
t he pass by skipping stations. And again, fully endorse the
underground alternative. Thank you.

M5. KERMAN:  Thank you, Bart. Next, Joan Springhetti
followed by Ellen Myoshi, followed by Hiroshi Yamauchi
MS. SPRINGHETTI: Hello, I'mJoan Springhetti. I|I'ma

resi dence of the Higgins Building, which is at the corner of

2nd and Main. | fully support the underground no build --
fully underground no build -- I"msorry. The fully
underground alternative. |If not that, no build. | think

the fully underground is the only one that respects the

PHB
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cont'd
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PHB10
conmunity and its safety. |If indeed that is approved, |
think it's critical howit is actually inplenmented and that 2
speaks to the concerns that have been addressed here today
by the Graces, and it's addressed to the WI cox Buil ding.

Those sane issues would be shared -- the inpact
i ssues are shared by the residence and comerci al busi nesses
inthe Hggins Building. And I'msure all through Little
Tokyo and el sewhere, for this to be a successful project,
it's really critical that businesses and residences that 3
have established and taken route Downtown, we all know how

difficult that process has been to take hold and stay hol d,

that those interests nust be respected and honored in the

process. Thank you. —
MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Joan Springhetti. And
Ell en Myoshi, followed by Hiroshi Yanmauchi. And Hiroshi
if you can cone down with your interpreter. PHB11
M5. MYCSH : Hi, ny nane is Ellen Myoshi. This is on ]
a nore snaller personal notice. M husband and | are recent
renters at the Higgins. W have seriously been considering
buying into the building, and above ground option buil ding
the Metro through 2nd Street woul d conpletely cancel that. 1
You know, we noved into the building because of the
nei ghbor hood, because of the history, and also for ne the

conveni ence of commuting up 2nd Street through the 2nd

Street, to Aendale to G endale Avenue to ny job in Pasadena
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City College. | don't take the 110 because | want to get
to work on time. So anyway and so just to say that as new
resi dences down here, we seriously support the tota
under ground opti on.

M5. KERMAN:  Thank you, Ellen and wel cone to the
nei ghbor hood. Hiroshi Yarmauchi, followed by Arnold Sacks.
And while Hiroshi is coming up to the nicrophone, | want to
rem nd everybody that there's still plenty of time to fil
out a speaker card. W'Ill be delighted to take a speaker

card fromyou if you don't have one. Raise your hand, we'll

PHB

PHB11

cont'd

cont'd

get you one. PH_B]_Z

MR. YAMAUCHI : Yes, hi. Good afternoon, everybody. M
nane is Hroshi. | ama business owner on the 2nd Street
between Central and L. A Street, but | can speak English
only a little, really like this. Now, | ask Ms. Susie to
transcribe it to English.

From what | heard so far, everyone has nentioned
fully underground is the way to go. Fromwhat | heard that
everyone seens to have said, fully going underground is the
way to go. That's what | thought | heard everyone said here
on the stage. But the truth is, this construction, |
understand, is going to take a four-year, and then during the
construction, it's going to be a whole mess, the construction
all over. Everything is clean and it appears to be very nice

and all that if it is fully underground.
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PHB

PHB12

cont'd

Ckay. Now, | heard it is going to take four years
construction. Now, this is something that | found out just
recently and, then, how are they going to do this construction
with what they call cut and cover? 1In other words, a little
bit cut and cover. Now, if that is the way to nove forward.
Then a 2nd Street is going to be closed, and | think possibly
the 1st Street is going to be closed, also, during the
constructi on.

M5. KERMAN: Hi roshi, if you could give the translation
now to your interpreter and we'll conclude your tine.

MR, YAMAUCHI : Okay. Now, earlier, someone representing
fromMetropolitan News said Little Tokyo's entire business
is going to be w ped out and the 400 businesses in there and,
al so, including the residence, and altogether 2,000 peopl e,
plus their famly nenbers. So when you have 2,000 people
times 10 tinmes -- total 2,000 people is going to be
i mpact ed.

| amso fearful that all of us have no place to go.
And so | amvery worried and concerned, just the sane as
someone from Metropolitan Newspaper said.

M5. KERMAN:  Thank you very much.

MR YAVAUCHI : One nore.

M5. KERMAN: |'mgoing to give you one nore because we

did have some technical difficulty.

cont'd

MR, YAMAUCHI : So please try to think about -- try to __1 3
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PHB

PHB12

t hi nk about the Red Line to use the Red Line, Gold Line,
Red Line, the Blue Line, |I think it's possible. So you know,
if Metro has a budget to new construction, but they can use
that sane budget to nodify on Red Line. Please, think about
that. |If it's possible, there's no inpact on Little Tokyo
busi ness and Downt own busi ness, Spring Street business is
no i npact. Also, we can create environnental program

M5. KERMAN:  Thank you. Ckay. Next, Arnold Sacks

(phonetic), followed by WIlson Liu, followed by

cont'd

cont'd

Jerard Wi ght. PHB13

MR, SACKS: Thank you. Good norning. Arnold Sacks
(phonetic). I'mglad that you have transl ation for people
who speak Korean and |'m glad you have a translation to the
peopl e who speak Japanese. Can we get a translation in
English as to why this Downtown Connecter has taken
approximately 20 -- 30 years. Blue Line from Long Beach to
7th and Metro was continued through Pasadena that was the
reason for the Blue Line construction authority that was
created by the state |egislation.

Wiy this gap has taken 30 years to fill. Wy and
how nuch in litigation will be devel oped because we have al
these new peopl e that have conme in and noved i nto Downtown
and expressed an interest because now they' re part of the
community. You need to get a translation on that. Now,

it's a billion dollar project. Wat would it have cost if

F3-479
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it would have been continued in a tinely manner. You would
t hi nk, okay, we'll build fromLong Beach to 7th and Metro
and then we'll build a second stage. |Instead we build the
Red Li ne.

I f anyone can | ook at the history of Metro not
just today, but go back and | ook at the map. You saw a map
earlier of what it would | ook at in 2035. Look at a map
i ke 1980, you'll see the Blue Line goes fromLong Beach to
Pasadena. The Red Line which is now a Purple Line would
have gone to Santa Monica eastbound. It has been pieced
mai |l ed together all to the benefit of making sone noney.
And the organi zations that got up answer the questi on,
why so | ong?

Wiy when the Metro got $640 million they gave to
the Blue Line construction authority, why is it designated
to the Gold Line construction? Follow the noney. And
you'll see the question mark. There's four supervisors that
have been involved in the organi zati ons of these buil dings
since the inception --

MS. KERMAN: Thank you very nuch. Next, WIson Liu,

PHB

PHB13

cont'd

cont'd

foll owed by Jerard Wight, followed by Tracey Chavira. PHB14

MR LIU  Good norning. This is a followup to our
Sept enber 28th comment that we had two nore additional
comments. | represent the -- ny nane is Wlson Liu and |

represent Little Tokyo Business Inprovenent District, as
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well as the Little Tokyo Busi ness Association. One of the
items as Little Tokyo Business Interruption Consortiumthe
Consortiumof Little Tokyo Business Association, the little
Tokyo Busi ness | nprovenent District, Chanber of Conmerce of
Southern California, and the Little Tokyo Community Counsel
performed to work along with Metro Staff and any ot her
governnental agency having jurisdiction, to develop policy
regul ati ons and procedures, to resolve issues arising from
adverse business interruption during the course of
construction of the Regional Connecter Project.

The Little Tokyo Business Interruption Consortium
shal | be shared by the president of the respectfully
organi zation |listed. Any business interruption conmttee
shall be forned -- shall not be Iimted to the supervision
of a single Little Tokyo organi zation or granted excl usive
power of oversight.

Littl e Tokyo has many organi zati ons which are
listed four, are considered a nmjor organization represented
the process of the business sector, nonprofit organization
sector and a residential sector, to allowa single Little
Tokyo organi zation to act as the sole and excl usive
| eadershi p of those would not be proper.

The Little Tokyo Business Interruption Consortium
used the proper structure to work with Metro Staff in

addressing the serious construction inmpact of the

PHB

PHB14

cont'd

cont'd
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Little Tokyo Community.

The second itemis the Little Tokyo Construction
Mtigation Program W encourage the establishnent of the
Little Tokyo Construction Mtigation Programfor the purpose
of conpensating construction inpact business interruption
injuries, should Metro or any other governnent agency
establish in litigation funding programfor construction
i npact related business interruption injuries or other
construction inmpact alters the business operations resulting
i n physical changes and --

M5. KERMAN:  Thank you, M. Liu. |If you'd like to --
MR LIU 1'dlike to submit this, thank you so rnuch.
MS. KERVMAN.  Wonderful. Thank you so nuch.

Jerard Wight, followed by Tracey Chavira, followed by

PHB

PHB14

cont'd

—cont'd

Russel | Brown. PHB15

MR WRIGHT: Al right. Good afternoon. [|'m
Jerard Wight and |I' m speaking for nyself. |'ve been
involved within this project in various forns for many,
many years. |'mnot going to give away how long. But in
terns of right now, where we're at is a critical stage
in terms of funding the project, because right now there
is a projected close to $200 million short fall for the
fully underground option, and that may require reduction
of sone stations.

| don't want to see the stations reduced. I think
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every station is a vital one and a very inportant one.
However, if there are opportunities where, you know, |'ve
nentioned | ook for a 60 percent federal match.

Look for unaligned Prop A and B funds for the

non- subway portions, such as the pedestrian bridge. Such

as the 1st Street wi dening that you need to put in the portal.

Such as the new transition structure north of Tenple. Just
find creative and inventive ways to try to bridge the
fundi ng gaps because if we go to the FTA for a handout, the
first thing they're going to ask us is how much nore are we
going to get in return. That's one thing.

The ot her conponent is, if we can't get that
funding, let's | ook at ways of conbining sone stations into
| arger super stations. Such as the Bunker Hill off of 5th
and Flower and nultiple portal being a essential station
that has multiple points of access, while still maintaining
access, connectivity, conmunity, and keeping the costs down
or in hopes of keeping the cost down because if we can't
find that funding gap, there's probably going to end up
probably a at grade alternative. Wich frommany coments
over the last three years, that's not the right option.

So | just want to find a way to find that funding
gap, bridge that funding gap, so this project can go
forward. Thank you very rnuch.

MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Jerard. 1've been also asked

PHB

PHB15

cont'd

cont'd
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to rem nd everyone that we have fact sheets out front, so

PHB

don't forget to pick themup on the way out. And Tracey. PHB16

MB. CHAVI RA: Good afternoon, Tracey Chavira Centra
City Association. Let ne begin by acknow edging Metro Staff
especially Ann and Dol ores Roybal Saltarelli for keeping
this process noving along steadily. Metro staff, the
consultants, the Robert G oup have been extrenely responsive
to our nenbers and generous with their tinme. So thank you.

CCA supports the fully underground alternative,
which will generate great benefits. W' ve expressed these
before but just for the record. First it will be inpervious
to above ground accidents, nmaking it the nost reliable
option for conmuters. Second, it's inspected to govern the
nost transit riders. Third, it won't create street |eve
visual clutter, which mght interfere with revitalization
parts of Downtown. Finally, the Regional Connecters scored
high with federal funding criteria, making it one of the
best proposals for that funding.

We al so support the Flower and 5th Station and the
Financial District. W've heard that the station m ght be
elimnated due to a budget short fall, but we urge you to
nove forward with this station. And it is greatly inportant
to the Financial District which that contributes greatly to
Downtown and to the City's econom c recovery. So we

respectfully request that Metro inprove the fully
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PHB16

cont'd
underground alternative including the Fl ower and __|3
5th Station. Thank you. contd
MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Tracy. Next, Russell Brown,
foll owed by Don Garza, followed by Yoshi Maruyana. PHB17
MR. BROAWN. Thank you. Russell Brown, executive director |
of the historic Downtown Theater. |'malso one of the
trustees for bringing back Broadway. | want to thank you
for the outreach. This has been a process that's been nore
than three years. | know well before Measure R you were
working with the conmunity groups and t he nei ghborhood
counci | .

Al'l of organizations unani nously and fully support
the fully underground project, and | want to really thank
you for listening to the community as we work through a | ot
of the issues and especially the conplications with
Little Tokyo. Just to nmke a correction, the cut and cover
is only used for stations. It's not used for the track |ine.
So the gentleman who mentioned that was in correct in his
interpretation of that.

We do not support the surface route, all you have
to do is look at Washi ngton Boul evard and see how unfriendly
transit is. You would not only have that separating all the

comuni ties, and many of the concerns -- all of the concerns

that Little Tokyo have are nmagnified a lot with the surface

rout e.
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cont'd
You' d al so have two stations that straddle
City Hall. Something as sinple as a | ost backpack w Il 3
shut down the whol e system for security reasons. The fully cont'd
underground station, not only takes care of all of those and
mtigates it gives you great opportunities for transit
ori ented devel opnent. |
The 5th and Flower Station is critical because ]
7th and Metro will be maxed out. Once you have both the 4
Expo Line and the Blue Line comng into that station. The
5th and Flower Station also allows a connection with the ]
5th and Grand Streetcar. The 2nd and Broadway Station is ]
critical because you al so have connections with the Streetcar, 5
with the theaters, and also the Red Line Civic Center Station.
So thanks again for your outreach. Thanks for =]
working with the conmunity, and we enthusiastically support 6
the fully underground program
MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Russell. Don Garza, followed o
by Yoshi Maruyana. PHB1S8
MR GARZA: Yes, ny nanme is Don Garza. |'ve been a o]
resi dence of Downtown for the past, probably, 11 years now.
So when people fromLittle Tokyo that have been there for a
1

long tine speak, | have a tendency to listen. And I'min
agreenment. There should be not a nmitigation, especially for
t he busi nesses because you see sort of things, whether they

be underground or overground, they are going to have sone
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i mpact . 1
— cont'd
But | amin full support of underground. |It's the ™|
way to go. It's the way it needs to be done. Connection 2
needs to be made. 5th and Flower needs to be there. These —
connections are going to be very inportant, specifically
because there are very many hotels around there that augment 3
the L. A Live Hotel. And you're going to start seeing lots
and lots -- if not already, we have a | ot of tourismand we
have a | ot of business. ]
Thi s extensi on needs to happen tonorrow. It does
not need to happen 10 years fromnow. It does not need to
happen 15 years fromnow. W need to get our buddy,
Antonio Villaraigosa, all you guys up there. \Wether it
be -- whoever the next mayor is going to be. Wether it
be Jan Perry or even Russell Brown or anybody in this room 4

| don't care if it is this person in the front row.

Get up there to Washington DC to get this thing
built. This is jobs. This is noney. This is consultant
noney. This is AR consultant nmoney. This is just plain
noney that we need here that's going to help our community,
especi al |y Downtown and connect a whole region. Because
when people cone to L. A they do not just want a Hol | ywood
experience. They do not just want a Anahei m experience.
They want a whol e experi ence.

| got to tell you when you opened up that line to
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the Eastside, people were very excited. | use it nowto go
and enjoy ny Eastside experience it's easier. | can even

go to East Los Angeles College, | don't have ride on

Cesar Chavez. So | amin support of fully underground al ong
with the C.C. A, along with everybody that should be willing

to want to have this thing fully underground.

MS. KERMAN: Thank you, Don. Yoshi Maruyana fol |l owed

cont'd

by Christine Baisez. p@lg

MR MARUYAMA: My nane is Yoshi Maruyama. | own
Sbabu Shabu House Restaurant, and | know this project is
very good at the beginning. But Plaza tenants, okay, we
want to know the inpact of this construction is awful. |
can't imagine this, and I can't sleep sonetines because as
an exanple City Hall has a little denonstration. They
bl ocked a coupl e streets, our business down 30, 40 percent.
VWhen they do |lunch and dinner, | got a whol e day.
The custonmers won't cone. They block the street. |If this
proj ect happens, how |l ong are they going to block the
streets for this construction. Couple weeks, no couple
years. Four, five years. |It's real inpact nobody tell you
how the inpact is. Nobody telling howthey are going to
do it. And who's going to take care of our businesses.
This is the papa and manma restaurant and ot her
restaurants too, but nobody cares. You have to show how

much danage it is going to be. Project is okay. |
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understand them this one. But for the underground 1
7th Street is definitely no, that's all. Thank you. contd
M5. KERMAN:  Thank you very much, Yoshi. Christine
Bai sez. And Christine is nmy |ast speaker card unless there
are others. If you' d |like to speak, raise your hand, we'll
be happy to get you a speaker card. PHB20
MS. BAISEZ: Hello, ny nane is Christine Baisez. | am |
your residence of the H ggins building (inaudible). And
| wish no netro in the area. There is a need for a netro. 1

| wish it could be fully underground. | go there with ny
daughter. W love to bike and ride and we | ove conmunity of

Japanese Town and it's not to be -- not to be hurt by this.

Thank you.
M5. KERMAN: Thank you, Christine. Do | have any other

i ndi vidual s that have filled out speaker cards or would Iike

to? Well, in the nmeantine, let nme also | et you know that we
are here 15 nore mnutes till 1:00 o' clock, to take your
coment s.

I'd like to also introduce you to sone additional
Metro personnel, who are here today because they care about
listening to what you have to say, and our executive
director of countyw de planning, Martha Wl born.

Martha, if you could stand up and | et everybody
know t hat you are with us today. Diego Cardoso, our

Executive officer of planning. | saw Robin Laired (phonetic)
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earlier. | saw Lynda Bybee, our executive officer of
comuni cations. W have our huge project team W're
all wearing these big nane tags. W're certainly here to
talk to you after our official hearing one on one, but we
encourage you to stay tuned.

Up on the board you see how you can contact us if
you feel that, even though you gave oral testinony today, it
was not sufficient. Feel free to send us witten coments.
I f you have other things that you want to say, you know,
there are many ways to do it. E-mail us, send us a witten
letter. We don't text or Twitter officially, but you m ght
be able to find us there.

On behalf of the entire project team we would
like to thank you for joining us at this official and fina
hearing for the Regional Connecter. W want to encourage
you to attend our board neeting on Cctober 28th. And prior
to that, our committee neeting, the Measure R Committee on
Oct ober 21st at 9:00 o' clock in the norning.

Wth that, | will conclude the public hearing,
unl ess | hear additional people that want to speak. And
again, thank you all for com ng out during your lunch today
inthis rainy, drizzly day, but we appreciate all of you
staying with us on this project. Thank you.

(Hearing concluded at 12:47 p.m)
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L

PHBI1
Responses to Comments from Fixing Angelenos Stuck in Traffic, Norton, Hilary

Response to Comment PHBI1-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. Bicycle racks would be part of station amenities
and existing bus routes that operate at proposed station locations would be accommodated.
Park and rides are not proposed as part of this project.

Response to Comment PHB1-2

Support for the Flower/5" /4" Street station is noted. The Metro Board of Directors voted on
October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative without the Flower/5" /4"
Street station as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The deletion of the station was done in an
effort to reduce the cost of the project while still meeting the project’s purpose and need. An
enhanced pedestrian walkway connecting the 4" /Flower Streets area to the existing 7"
Street/Metro Center Station would be constructed on Flower Street to improve access to the
Financial District. Metro understands the importance of serving the Financial District and
believes that the Locally Preferred Alternative still meets the purpose and need of the project
despite the station deletion. Deletion of the Flower/5"/4" Street station would result in minimal
ridership because most riders would use the 2™ /Hope Street station or 7" Street/Metro Center
Station, which would service the Financial District. After the October 28, 2010 meeting, the
Metro Board of Directors directed staff to meet with the Financial District stakeholders to
discuss options for privately funding the Flower/5"/4" Street station, but no funding sources
were identified. However, the design of the Locally Preferred Alternative would not preclude a
station at 5" and Flower Streets from being built as a possible future, separate project.

Response to Comment PHB1-3

Impacts associated with each alternative, including impacts associated with construction and
proposed stations, were analyzed in Chapter 3, Transportation Impacts and Mitigation, and
Chapter 4, Environmental Analysis, Consequences, and Mitigation, of the Draft EIS/EIR and this
Final EIS/EIR. Please refer to Chapter 3, Transportation Impacts and Mitigation, Section 4.14,
Economic and Fiscal Impacts, and Section 4.18, Construction Impacts, of the Draft EIS/EIR and
this Final EIS/EIR for construction-related impacts on transit and businesses.

Response to Comment PHB1-4

Thank you for your comment. The purpose of this project is to improve the region’s public
transit service and mobility by connecting the light rail service of the Metro Gold Line to the
Metro Blue Line and the Metro Expo Line (currently under construction).

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHB2

Responses to Comments from Grace, Roger

Response to Comment PHB2-1
Comment acknowledged. Commenter yielded speaking time.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHB3

Responses to Comments from Metropolitan News Enterprise, Bobigian, Vahn

Response to Comment PHB3-1
Comment acknowledged. Commenter yielded speaking time.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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Responses to Comments from Grace, Jo-Ann

Response to Comment PHB4-1
Comment acknowledged. Commenter yielded speaking time.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHB5

Responses to Comments from Metropolitan News Enterprise, Philibosian, Robert

Response to Comment PHB5-1

The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to remove the Wilcox and Olender
Buildings (APNs 5149-007-006 and 5149-007-005) from consideration as acquisitions for the
Regional Connector project. Only a subsurface easement beneath APN 5149-007-006 would be
required for construction of the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHB6
Responses to Comments from Suehiro Café, Inc., Suzuki, Kenji

Response to Comment PHB6-1

Metro values the uniqueness and age of businesses in Little Tokyo and will continue to work
with the community to minimize adverse impacts. As described in Chapter 2, Alternatives
Considered, of this Final EIS/EIR, the Locally Preferred Alternative has been refined since
publication of the Draft EIS/EIR. The refined alignment would not involve cut and cover
construction on 2 Street in Little Tokyo, thus eliminating the need for lengthy closures of the
street and sidewalk. Temporary intermittent closures may still be needed, but these would be
less frequent than with the non-refined alternative described in the Draft EIS/EIR. No surface
disruption or impacts to businesses on 2™ Street in Little Tokyo are anticipated as a result of the
passage of the tunnel boring machine. These refinements would reduce impacts to businesses
both on 2" Street and throughout the community. Metro will implement the mitigation
measures shown in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred
Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR to support the Little Tokyo business community
throughout the construction phase of the project.

Response to Comment PHB6-2

Nearly three dozen alternatives were studied during the Alternatives Analysis phase of the
project, some of which bypassed the Little Tokyo neighborhood. Through several stages of
screening, based on community input and technical considerations, the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative was designated the Locally Preferred Alternative. The Regional Connector would
involve both cut and cover and tunnel boring machine construction. Much of the alignment in
the Little Tokyo area would be constructed using the tunnel boring machine method, which
would minimize surface impacts. As described in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered, and
Section 4.18, Construction Impacts, of this Final EIS/EIR, the Locally Preferred Alternative has
been refined based on Draft EIS/EIR comments to include less cut and cover, and to move the
tunnel boring machine construction staging area farther from the center of Little Tokyo. Metro
will implement the mitigation measures in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for
the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR with the goal of supporting
businesses throughout the construction phase. This will include targeted marketing efforts and
other in-kind assistance. It is Metro’s goal to minimize the potential for business interruption.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHB7
Responses to Comments from Havens, Alan

Response to Comment PHB7-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHB7-2

The surface tracks connecting the Pasadena and East Los Angeles branches of the Metro Gold
Line would no longer be in service once the Regional Connector opens, and may ultimately be
removed. The majority of transit passengers riding the Metro Gold Line from East Los Angeles
are destined for downtown Los Angeles and points westward. These passengers would benefit
from seamless travel to westside destinations. Transit riders traveling from East Los Angeles to
Pasadena (and in the future to Montclair) would be required to transfer at the new underground
station in Little Tokyo. Ridership forecasting results show that the Regional Connector would
have adequate capacity to accommodate the projected volumes of transferring passengers.

Response to Comment PHB7-3

The commenter recommends development of the parcel located at the northeast corner of 1
and Alameda Streets. Comment acknowledged. Development of this parcel is not a part of this
project and no further response is required.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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Responses to Comments from Berg, Martin

Response to Comment PHB8-1

The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to remove the Wilcox and Olender
Buildings (APNs 5149-007-006 and 5149-007-005) from consideration as acquisitions for the
Regional Connector project. Only a subsurface easement beneath APN 5149-007-006 would be
required for construction of the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHB9S
Responses to Comments from The Transit Coalition, Reed, Bart

Response to Comment PHBO-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for an underground option is noted. The Metro Board of
Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the
Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHB9-2

Support for the Flower/5" /4" Street station is noted. The Metro Board of Directors voted on
October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative without the Flower/5" /4"
Street station as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The deletion of the station was done in an
effort to reduce the cost of the project while still meeting the project’s purpose and need. An
enhanced pedestrian walkway connecting the 4" /Flower Streets area to the existing 7"
Street/Metro Center Station would be constructed on Flower Street to improve access to the
Financial District. Metro understands the importance of serving the Financial District and
believes that the Locally Preferred Alternative still meets the purpose and need of the project
despite the station deletion. Deletion of the Flower/5"/4" Street station would result in minimal
ridership losses because most riders would use the 2"/Hope Street station or 7" Street/Metro
Center Station, which would service the Financial District. After the October 28, 2010 meeting,
the Metro Board of Directors directed staff to meet with the Financial District stakeholders to
discuss options for privately funding the Flower/5"/4" Street station, but no funding sources
were identified. However, the design of the Locally Preferred Alternative would not preclude a
station at 5" and Flower Streets from being built as a possible future, separate project.

Response to Comment PHB9-3

In response to the increased cost-effectiveness of the three-station Locally Preferred Alternative
over the four-station Fully Underground LRT Alternative, Metro is requesting a 60 percent federal
funding match. The Federal Transit Administration New Starts Cost-Effectiveness Index for the
proposed project, as of the publication of the Draft EIS/EIR, was $13.68 (a “medium-high”
rating). Proposition A and C funds are largely unusable for the fully underground Regional
Connector due to the voter-approved Metropolitan Transportation Authority Reform and
Accountability Act of 1998. Refer to Chapter 6, Cost and Performance Considerations and
Summary Comparison of Alternatives, of this Final EIS/EIR.

Response to Comment PHB9-4

An enhanced pedestrian walkway connecting the 4" /Flower Streets area to the existing 7"
Street/Metro Center Station would be constructed on Flower Street to improve access to the
Financial District. Metro understands the importance of serving the Financial District and
believes that the Locally Preferred Alternative still meets the purpose and need of the project
despite the station deletion. However, the design of the Locally Preferred Alternative would not
preclude a station at 5" and Flower Streets from being built as a possible future,

separate project.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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Response to Comment PHB9-5

Thank you for your comment. Support for an underground alternative is noted. The Metro
Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHBI10
Responses to Comments from Springhetti, Joan

Response to Comment PHB10-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHB10-2

The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to remove the Wilcox and Olender
Buildings (APNs 5149-007-006 and 5149-007-005) from consideration as acquisitions for the
Regional Connector project. Only a subsurface easement beneath APN 5149-007-006 would be
required for construction of the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHB10-3

Metro recognizes the importance of businesses and residences to the revival of the downtown
Los Angeles community. Implementation of mitigation measures in the Mitigation Monitoring
and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR
would reduce the impacts of construction. It is Metro’s goal to minimize impacts. Metro will
work with the community throughout the project and incorporate community input into the
construction process.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHB11
Responses to Comments from Miyoshi, Ellen

Response to Comment PHB11-1

Opposition to the At-Grade Emphasis LRT Alternative and support for the Fully Underground
LRT Alternative is noted. With the Regional Connector in place, the station at 2™ and Broadway
would have direct train service to Pasadena. The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28,
2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHB12
Responses to Comments from Koraku Group, Inc., Yamauchi, Hiroshi

Response to Comment PHB12-1

Construction durations for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative were shown in Table 4.18-2 of
the Draft EIS/EIR and the Supplemental EA/Recirculated Draft EIR Sections and for the Locally
Preferred Alternative in Table 4.18-1 of this Final EIS/EIR. The entire construction process would
take four to five years, but the duration of construction in any one location in Little Tokyo would
be less than four years. Metro will implement the mitigation measures in the Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final
EIS/EIR in order to minimize the construction impacts of the project. As described in Chapter 2,
Alternatives Considered, and Section 4.18, Construction Impacts, of this Final EIS/EIR and the
Supplemental EA/Recirculated Draft EIR Sections, the Locally Preferred Alternative has been
refined since publication of the Draft EIS/EIR. The refined alignment would not involve cut and
cover construction on 2™ Street in Little Tokyo, thus eliminating the need for lengthy closures of
the street and sidewalk. Temporary intermittent closures may still be needed, but these would
be less frequent than with the non-refined alternative described in the Draft EIS/EIR. Cut and
cover would be needed at the intersection of 1% and Alameda Streets in order to construct the
underground junction.

Response to Comment PHB12-2

It is Metro’s goal to minimize impacts to businesses in Little Tokyo. Even under the worst-case
scenario studied in the Draft EIS/EIR, none of the analysis determined that all business in Little
Tokyo would be eliminated. Metro has made refinements to the Locally Preferred Alternative to
reduce impacts to businesses, and will implement the mitigation measures shown in the
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of
this Final EIS/EIR to ensure assistance is provided for affected businesses throughout the
construction phase of the project. A worst-case scenario list of businesses that would be
acquired was shown in Section 4.2.3.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR, and some of these businesses would
no longer need to be acquired due to refinements made to the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHB12-3

The Metro Red and Purple Lines use a different rail transit mode than the Metro Blue, Gold, and
future Expo Lines. The tracks and station platforms are not compatible due to differences in
train floor height, train width, and method of electricity conveyance. In order to accommodate
the Metro Blue, Gold, and future Expo Line trains, the Regional Connector must have a new
alignment separate from the Red/Purple Line tunnels.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHB13
Responses to Comments from Sachs, Arnold

Response to Comment PHB13-1

Public hearings were conducted in English; therefore, English translators were not needed.
Metro delayed implementation of a light rail connection between the Metro Blue Line and the
Metro Gold Line due to funding constraints. Metro will continue working with downtown
residents throughout the duration of the project. Cost estimates for earlier proposed light rail
connector routes through the downtown area are not available at the same level of detail as the
Locally Preferred Alternative. Metro fare revenues do not cover the full construction and
operation expenses of the transit system, and Metro does not generate profit from transit
operations. The Blue Line Construction Authority was tasked with construction of the Los
Angeles-Pasadena light rail project, which was later named the Metro Gold Line.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHB14

Responses to Comments from Little Tokyo Business Association and Little Tokyo
Business Improvement District, Liu, Wilson

Response to Comment PHB14-1

Metro welcomes the opportunity to work with a Little Tokyo business consortium and all other
affected stakeholders throughout the duration of the project. Metro will also work with the
Regional Connector Community Leadership Council to serve all businesses affected by Regional
Connector construction.

Response to Comment PHB14-2

The Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter
8) of this Final EIS/EIR contains the confirmed mitigation measures intended to assist Little
Tokyo businesses and minimize adverse impacts during the construction phase of the project.
It is Metro’s goal to minimize the potential for business interruption.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHB15
Responses to Comments from Wright, Jerard

Response to Comment PHB15-1

Support for the Flower/5" /4" Street station is noted. The Metro Board of Directors voted on
October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative without the Flower/5" /4"
Street station as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The deletion of the station was done in an
effort to reduce the cost of the project while still meeting the project’s purpose and need. An
enhanced pedestrian walkway connecting the 4" /Flower Streets area to the existing 7"
Street/Metro Center Station would be constructed on Flower Street to improve access to the
Financial District. The deletion of the station improves the Federal Transit Administration New
Starts Cost-Effectiveness Index, and makes the project more competitive to receive funding up
to a 60 percent federal share. However, the design of the Locally Preferred Alternative would not
preclude a station at 5" and Flower Streets from being built as a possible future,

separate project.

Response to Comment PHB15-2

Metro is actively seeking ways to reduce the costs of the project, and is considering all available
funding sources. Proposition A and C funds are largely unusable for the fully underground
Regional Connector due to the voter-approved Metropolitan Transportation Authority Reform
and Accountability Act of 1998.

Response to Comment PHB15-3

As a cost-cutting measure, the Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 not to
include the Flower/5" /4" Street station in the Locally Preferred Alternative. However, under the
Locally Preferred Alternative, an enhanced pedestrian walkway connecting the 4" /Flower Streets
area to the existing 7" Street/Metro Center Station would be constructed on Flower Street to
improve access to the Financial District. The remaining Regional Connector stations are
upwards of one-half mile apart, which is too great a distance for them to be combined.

Response to Comment PHB15-4
Metro will continue to explore options for reducing the cost of the project.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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PHB16
Responses to Comments from Central City Association, Chavira, Tracey

Response to Comment PHB16-1
Thank you for your comment.

Response to Comment PHB16-2

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHB16-3

Support for the Flower/5" /4" Street station is noted. The Metro Board of Directors voted on
October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative without the Flower/5" /4"
Street station as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The deletion of the station was done in an
effort to reduce the cost of the project while still meeting the project’s purpose and need. An
enhanced pedestrian walkway connecting the 4" /Flower Streets area to the existing 7"
Street/Metro Center Station would be constructed on Flower Street to improve access to the
Financial District. Metro understands the importance of serving the Financial District and
believes that the Locally Preferred Alternative still meets the purpose and need of the project
despite the station deletion. Deletion of the Flower/5"/4" Street station would result in minimal
ridership losses because most riders would use the 2/Hope Street station or 7" Street/Metro
Center Station, which would service the Financial District. After the October 28, 2010 meeting,
the Metro Board of Directors directed staff to meet with the Financial District stakeholders to
discuss options for privately funding the Flower/5"/4" Street station, but no funding sources
were identified. However, the design of the Locally Preferred Alternative would not preclude a
station at 5" and Flower Streets from being built as a possible future, separate project.
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PHB17

Responses to Comments from Historic Downtown Theater, Brown, Russell

Response to Comment PHB17-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHB17-2

The cut and cover construction method would be used at each of the proposed Regional
Connector stations, and along some portions of the alignment between stations.

Response to Comment PHB17-3

Thank you for your comment. It is noted that the commenter supports the Fully Underground
LRT Alternative and opposes the At-Grade Emphasis LRT Alternative. The Metro Board of
Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the
Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHB17-4

Support for the Flower/5" /4" Street station is noted. The Metro Board of Directors voted on
October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative without the Flower/5" /4"
Street station as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The deletion of the station was done in an
effort to reduce the cost of the project while still meeting the project’s purpose and need. An
enhanced pedestrian walkway connecting the 4" /Flower Streets area to the existing 7"
Street/Metro Center Station would be constructed on Flower Street to improve access to the
Financial District. However, the design of the Locally Preferred Alternative would not preclude a
station at 5" and Flower Streets from being built as a possible future, separate project.

Response to Comment PHB17-5

Support for the 2/Broadway station is noted. The Metro Board of Directors voted on October
28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative,
which includes a station at 2" and Broadway.

Response to Comment PHB17-6

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.
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PHB18
Responses to Comments from Garza, Don

Response to Comment PHB18-1

Metro will implement the mitigation measures shown in the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR to
minimize impacts to businesses.

Response to Comment PHB18-2

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment PHB18-3

The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground
LRT Alternative without the Flower/5"/4" Street station as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The
deletion of the station was done in an effort to reduce the cost of the project while still meeting
the project’s purpose and need. An enhanced pedestrian walkway connecting the 4" /Flower
Streets area to the existing 7" Street/Metro Center Station would be constructed on Flower
Street to improve access to the Financial District. The design of the Locally Preferred Alternative
would not preclude a station at 5" and Flower Streets from being built as a possible future,
separate project.

Response to Comment PHB18-4

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.
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PHB19
Responses to Comments from Shabu Shabu House Restaurant, Maruyama, Yoshi

Response to Comment PHB19-1

As described in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered, and Section 4.18, Construction Impacts, of
this Final EIS/EIR, the Locally Preferred Alternative has been refined since publication of the
Draft EIS/EIR. The refined alignment would not involve cut and cover construction on 2 Street
in Little Tokyo, thus eliminating the need for lengthy closures of the street and sidewalk. This
reduces the potential disruption in Little Tokyo due to construction. Construction durations for
the Fully Underground LRT Alternative were shown in Table 4.18-2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and for
the Locally Preferred Alternative in Table 4.18-1 in this Final EIS/EIR. The entire construction
process would take four to five years, but the duration of construction in any one location in
Little Tokyo would be less than four years. Metro will implement the mitigation measures in the
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of
this Final EIS/EIR with the goal of supporting businesses throughout the construction phase.
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PHB20
Responses to Comments from Baisez, Christine

Response to Comment PHB20-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.
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