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Responses to Comments  Volume F-2 

 

Regional Connector Transit Corridor  
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report 

BU20 

Responses to Comments from Little Tokyo Business Association and Little Tokyo 
Business Improvement District, Liu, Wilson 

Response to Comment BU20-1 

Thank you for your comment.  Support for the No Build Alternative is noted.  The Metro Board 
of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as 
the Locally Preferred Alternative.  Please refer to Responses to Comments BU20-2 through 
BU20-8, below, for detailed responses regarding concerns raised by the commenter. 

Response to Comment BU20-2 

Comment acknowledged.  The survey poll results have been included as part of Comment Letter 
BU20 in this Final EIS/EIR.  Please see Responses to Comments BU20-3 through BU20-8, below, 
which address the results of the survey poll.  Copies of the returned survey forms are available at 
Metro due to length, and are incorporated herein by reference. 

Response to Comment BU20-3 

Thank you for your comment.  Support for the No Build Alternative is noted.  The Metro Board 
of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as 
the Locally Preferred Alternative.   

Response to Comment BU20-4 

Comment noted.  The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the 
Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.  Metro has since refined 
the Locally Preferred Alternative to eliminate cut and cover construction on 2nd Street in Little 
Tokyo, reduce property and business acquisitions, and minimize construction impacts                             
to businesses. 

Response to Comment BU20-5 

It is Metro’s goal to help preserve the Little Tokyo community and its businesses during 
construction.  Metro recognizes the significance of Little Tokyo to Japanese Americans 
nationwide, and expressed the community’s importance in Section 4.17.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR 
and this Final EIS/EIR.  Metro plans to support the community and its businesses during 
construction using the mitigation measures shown in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR, and ensure that 
impacts to all businesses and cultural resources are minimized.  A discussion of the potential 
impacts of the Locally Preferred Alternative framed by Little Tokyo’s concerns as a minority 
community was provided in Section 4.17.3.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR, and 
Metro believes this analysis is adequate pursuant to NEPA, CEQA, and federal Executive Order 
12898.  This Final EIS/EIR contains changes based on subsequent alignment refinements that 
would reduce construction impacts in Little Tokyo. 

Response to Comment BU20-6 

The survey responses regarding community desire to preserve Japanese business influence and 
culture are noted.  It is Metro’s goal to minimize adverse impacts to the Little Tokyo community, 
including impacts to businesses.  Metro will implement the mitigation measures proposed by 
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the Little Tokyo Community Council and Little Tokyo Business Improvement District/Little 
Tokyo Business Association regarding business interruption shown in the Mitigation Monitoring 
and Reporting Program (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR.  Metro will work with the Regional 
Connector Community Leadership Council to serve all businesses affected by Regional 
Connector construction. 

Response to Comment BU20-7 

Metro understands the impacts that construction would have in the Little Tokyo community, and 
will work with the community to minimize impacts to businesses.  During construction, Metro 
will minimize lane and sidewalk closures, and will provide adequate detours to maintain 
pedestrian flow.  Temporary replacement parking will be provided during construction as needed 
to offset the impact of on-street and off-street parking removal.  As part of temporary 
replacement parking efforts, Metro will provide two acres of land on the Mangrove property, 
located at the northeast corner of 1st and Alameda Streets, for the purposes of providing 
supplemental parking services, such as valet parking services during construction.  Please refer 
to the Transportation Impacts and Environmental Justice sections of Chapter 8, Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative, for more information 
regarding construction parking mitigation measures. 

Response to Comment BU20-8 

Comment acknowledged.  Under the NEPA/CEQA environmental review process, the lead 
agency decides whether or not to certify this Final EIS/EIR, not the Draft EIS/EIR.  On October 
28, 2010, the Metro Board of Directors voted to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative 
as the Locally Preferred Alternative. 

Metro looks forward to continuing coordination with the Little Tokyo Business Association and 
Little Tokyo Business Improvement District during the remaining phases of the project. 
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Subject: FW: Regional Connector Comment 
Date: Monday, October 4, 2010 3:12 PM 

From: Regional Connector <RSC_RegionalConnector@metro.net> 
To: Dolores Roybal Saltarelli <roybald@metro.net>, Laura Cornejo <CORNEJOL@metro.net>, "Leung, Julie" 

<LEUNGJ@metro.net>, Clarissa Filgioun <clarissa@therobertgroup.com>, Ginny Brideau <ginny@therobertgroup.com> 
 

!
 

From: Darryl Garibay [mailto:dagaribay@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Monday, October 04, 2010 11:49 AM 
To: Regional Connector 
Cc: Robert Volk; Douglas Kim Consultant 
Subject: Regional Connector Comment 
  
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Due to personal/medical ongoing medical issues that have been ongoing in my family of late, I 
can not make any type of detailed commentary about the Draft EIR. Being a business person 
in Little Tokyo I am aware of the position that the LTCC has taken and the letter that has been 
sent to the MTA from the board of the LTCC.  
 
I do want to get on the record and receive acknowledgment back from the MTA the fact that my 
business, Advanced Parking Systems ("APS") will certainly be directly affected by the Regional 
Connector in the event that it does become a reality and if the fully underground alternative 
with a station under the "Volk property" is adopted.  
 
In that case, I want to state for the record that I would like to speak with the appropriate 
individual(s) from the MTA in terms of direct compensation, relocation, etc.. for my business--
again APS will not be indirectly affected but directly affected. Likely we will lose our entire 
business for a period of years due to construction. 
 
Please respond and confirm receipt of the above email message. 
 
Thank you, 
 
  
Darryl Garibay, President 
Advanced Parking Systems 
544 Mateo Street, Third Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
P: 213-628-9500 
F: 213-628-9600 
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BU21 

Responses to Comments from Advanced Parking Systems, Garibay, Darryl 

Response to Comment BU21-1 

Metro will confirm during final design which properties would need to be acquired for the 
project.  Once this process is completed, Metro will contact property owners.  As indicated in 
Section 4.2.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR, compensation and relocation 
assistance will be provided to displaced businesses consistent with the Uniform Relocation 
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970. 
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From: "Kerman, Ann" <KERMANA@metro.net>
Subject: Fw: Comments on Draft EIS/EIR - Bryant Ng & Kim Luu-Ng

Date: October 18, 2010 7:03:51 AM PDT
To: "'ginny@therobertgroup.com'" <ginny@therobertgroup.com>, 

"'Clarissa@TheRobertGroup.com'" <Clarissa@TheRobertGroup.com>, "Leung, Julie" 
<LEUNGJ@metro.net>, "Cornejo, Laura" <CORNEJOL@metro.net>
1 Attachment, 35.0 KB

 
From: Bryant Ng [mailto:brywng@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 17, 2010 05:18 PM
To: Regional Connector 
Cc: Kerman, Ann; Roybal, Dolores 
Subject: Comments on Draft EIS/EIR - Bryant Ng & Kim Luu-Ng 
 
Attached please find our comments for the official record regarding the Regional Connector Draft EIS/EIR in a Word file.  I've
also included the comments in the body of this email.

Thank you,
Bryant Ng
The Spice Table
114 S. Central Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
818-593-9082

Following are our comments:

Little Tokyo is one of the few unique neighborhoods in all of Los Angeles, and in the past 5-10 years has really
transformed into a destination, not only for tourists, but for locals as well.  The soul of Little Tokyo resides in its “mom-
and-pop” shops who’s fate will be determined by the decisions made by the Metro Board with respect to the Regional
Connector Project.  
We support the At-grade alternative because it has the least impact on the Little Tokyo community and because of its
lower cost.
Do not take 114 S. Central Ave. (APN 5163018021).

If the fully-underground scenario is chosen, please choose the engineering alternative that does not destroy the
group of restaurants on Central Ave., including 114 S. Central Ave., soon to be The Spice Table.
I am the owner of The Spice Table (serving cuisine influenced by Singapore and Vietnam) that is currently under
construction and will open by December of 2010.  Located at 114 S. Central Ave. (APN 5163018021).  Although
we are a “mom-and-pop” restaurant I have spent the majority of my professional culinary career working for well
regarded Chefs in Los Angeles, New York, and San Francisco.  Most recently I launched Pizzeria Mozza
(www. mozza-la.com) as Chef-de-Cuisine, along with its owners Nancy Silverton and Mario Batali, into one of the
country’s most visible and commercially successful restaurants.  During my time at Mozza it received numerous
accolades and awards from national and regional publications/organizations including: Los Angeles Times, LA
Weekly, New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, San Francisco Chronicle, Gourmet, The James Beard
Foundation, Food and Wine, Bon Appétit, Los Angeles Magazine, Wine Spectator, Angelino, Travel and Leisure,
Forbes, GQ, Zagat and Michelin.  I hope that with my pedigree and with the concept we have for that specific
location in Little Tokyo that we grow and add to the Little Tokyo community as well as to the overall landscape of
dining in Los Angeles.
Our lease was signed prior to the fully underground scenario was introduced.  Had we know I would have never
have gone into a space that is potentially doomed.
This is not trivial, it is our livelihood.  This particular location was chosen because of its historic feel (historic brickF2-232
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building) and central location in Little Tokyo.  For restaurants the location and “feel” of the place is crucial to the
success of the restaurant.  The location and natural “feel” cannot be replicated if the restaurant is simply moved.  In
addition it will take some time to recupe the initial costs for the start up of the restaurant.  For most successful
restaurants this takes a minimum of 4-5 years.  If the fully-underground scenario is passed and the Engineers deem
it necessary to destroy our restaurant we will not be able to recupe our costs and start again.  Not to mention
loss of credibility with those who have invested in us. 
You will be taking away one of the most unique locations in Little Tokyo.  The building at 114 S. Central has been
around for over one century.  We are spending time and money to restore its natural beauty to add to the already
growing neighborhood.  It’s one of the few buildings of its kind left in Los Angeles.

The restaurants along Central Ave. are a main hub of activity in Little Tokyo.
Taking it away will negatively impact the Little Tokyo neighborhood.

LTSC may be the political voice of Little Tokyo, but they do not represent all the voices in Little Tokyo and the business
owners (even those who are currently unaware of the situation with the Regional Connector, despite efforts to inform
them) will band together if the business are taken away or if there is no mitigation.

Unfortunately many of the business owners in the area have not voiced their opinion over the course of the
Environmental Analysis period.  This has been because they have not been adequately informed despite outreach
efforts, or simply because they are not accustomed to voicing their opinion. 
If the businesses are taken away and if there is no appropriate mitigation we and the community will exhaust all
legal and political avenues.

Mitigation during the construction phase.           
Construction is extremely disruptive and will alter our businesses.  And in many cases may result in the closure of
many “mom-and-pop” shops, which are the soul of Little Tokyo.
We ask that there be more than just a mere consideration of mitigation for the businesses impacted by the
Regional-connector.
Including – “business interruption payments” and well as other issues previously brought up by Little Tokyo
members such as:

Compensate property owners and businesses that are Relocated.
Metro provides extensive marketing program tailored to meet needs of local businesses
Metro provides financial resources to community and businesses to provide further targeted marketing
Publicize Little Tokyo businesses on Metro buses, construction barriers
Provide temporary parking, central valet service
Work with LTBA to offset impacts from reduced revenue from Business Improvement District

Sincerely,

 

Bryant Ng and Kim Luu-Ng

Owners of The Spice Table

114 S. Central Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90012

818-593-9082

Comments r…doc (35.0 KB)
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BU22 

Responses to Comments from The Spice Table, Ng, Bryant and Kim Luu 

Response to Comment BU22-1 

Thank you for your comment.  Support for the At-Grade Emphasis LRT Alternative is noted.  The 
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT 
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.   

Response to Comment BU22-2 

Metro analyzed the impacts of these acquisitions, and will minimize acquisitions to the extent 
feasible.  Restaurant ownership and experience is noted.  Acquisition of the property in question 
was analyzed as part of the Underground Emphasis LRT Alternative, which has been under 
consideration since the Alternatives Analysis phase (October 2007 through early 2009).  As 
indicated in Section 4.2.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR, compensation and 
relocation assistance will be provided to displaced businesses consistent with the Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970.  The historical 
significance of the building was evaluated in the comprehensive building inventory at the end of 
Appendix X, Cultural Resources - Built Environment, of the Draft EIS/EIR and Appendix X, 
Cultural Resources - Built Environment (Updated), of this Final EIS/EIR.  Metro understands the 
importance of local businesses, and will minimize impacts to businesses and acquisitions to the 
extent feasible. 

Response to Comment BU22-3 

Metro recognizes the importance of the restaurants along Central Avenue to the Little Tokyo 
community, and has refined the Locally Preferred Alternative to minimize acquisitions of these 
restaurants.  Under the refined Locally Preferred Alternative, none of the restaurants fronting 
Central Avenue would be displaced with the exception of The Spice Table.  

Response to Comment BU22-4 

Metro has met with the Little Tokyo Business Association and the Little Tokyo Business 
Improvement District on multiple occasions to discuss the Regional Connector and the Fully 
Underground LRT Alternative, as documented in Chapter 7, Public and Agency Outreach, of the 
Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR.  Advertisements regarding scoping meetings and 
community updates were printed in local newspapers, including Japanese language publications.  
Outreach staff has maintained a consistent presence in the community and has gone door-to-
door to speak with business owners.  Mitigation measures were identified for the Locally 
Preferred Alternative to address the impacts related to displacement of businesses, and Metro 
has confirmed their implementation in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the 
Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR.  Displaced businesses will be 
compensated and offered relocation assistance per the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real 
Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 as discussed in Section 4.2.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR and 
this Final EIS/EIR.  Metro will mitigate impacts to businesses to the extent feasible.  Appropriate 
mitigation measures proposed in the Draft EIS/EIR (including all feasible mitigation measures 
proposed by the Little Tokyo Working Group in Section 4.17.5) are confirmed in the Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final 
EIS/EIR, and the Record of Decision. 
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Response to Comment BU22-5 

Metro recognizes the construction impacts that the Regional Connector would have in Little 
Tokyo.  The Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative 
(Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR contains the confirmed mitigation measures intended to assist 
Little Tokyo businesses and minimize adverse impacts.  Metro believes that these mitigation 
measures will be comprehensive enough to protect and support businesses during the 
construction phase of the project.  This will include a targeted marketing program developed in 
conjunction with the business community, including business advertising.  Metro will also 
provide two acres of land on the Mangrove property for the purposes of providing supplemental 
parking services, such as valet parking services during construction.  Metro will continue to work 
closely with the Little Tokyo Business Association/Little Tokyo Business Improvement District, 
and expects that the mitigation measures in this Final EIS/EIR will help offset the potential 
financial impacts of construction. 

F2-235



F2-236

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
BU23

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Polygonal Line

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
1

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
2

GLASSBURNES
Typewritten Text
3



Responses to Comments  Volume F-2 

 

Regional Connector Transit Corridor 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report 

BU23 

Responses to Comments from Suehiro Café, Inc., Suzuki, Kenji 

Response to Comment BU23-1 

Thank you for your comment.  Support for the No Build Alternative is noted.  The Metro Board 
of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as 
the Locally Preferred Alternative.   

Response to Comment BU23-2 

Metro recognizes the significance of Little Tokyo and its businesses to Japanese Americans 
nationwide, and expressed the community’s importance in Section 4.17.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR 
and this Final EIS/EIR.  Metro acknowledges the disproportionate adverse impacts that Regional 
Connector construction would have in Little Tokyo, and addresses them in the Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final 
EIS/EIR.  Metro has been working closely with the Little Tokyo community since the outset of the 
Alternatives Analysis process in October 2007.  Metro staff have performed extensive outreach 
measures, as documented in Chapter 7, Public and Agency Outreach, of the Draft EIS/EIR and 
this Final EIS/EIR, including numerous public meetings, Japanese and Korean language 
interpretations, and door-to-door visits with business owners to provide information about the 
project and gather input.  Metro will enact the measures listed in the Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative to minimize impacts to businesses and 
cultural resources, and will coordinate activities with the community throughout the 
construction process.  As described in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered, and Section 4.18, 
Construction Impacts, of this Final EIS/EIR, since publication of the Draft EIS/EIR, alignment 
refinements have been made to reduce construction impacts in Little Tokyo, reduce the amount 
of cut and cover activities, and reduce the extent of acquisitions needed on the block bounded by 
1st Street, Central Avenue, 2nd Street, and Alameda Street.  It is Metro’s goal to help preserve the 
Little Tokyo community and its businesses during construction.  Metro believes that the 
Regional Connector will benefit the Little Tokyo community through greater accessibility, 
improved options for traveling to the community without a car, and the potential for improved 
economic development. 

Response to Comment BU23-3 

Metro has performed extensive outreach activities to involve Little Tokyo stakeholders in the 
project development process.  Metro has met with the Little Tokyo Business Association and the 
Little Tokyo Business Improvement District on multiple occasions to discuss the Regional 
Connector and the Fully Underground LRT Alternative, as documented in Chapter 7, Public and 
Agency Outreach, of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR.  Advertisements regarding scoping 
meetings and community updates were printed in local newspapers, including Japanese 
language publications.  Outreach staff has maintained a consistent presence in the community 
and has gone door-to-door to speak with business owners.  Appropriate mitigation measures 
have been identified to address the impacts to businesses, and Metro has confirmed their 
implementation in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred 
Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR.  It is Metro’s goal to minimize impacts to 
businesses in Little Tokyo. 
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