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RESPONSES TO COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT EIS/EIR 

Introduction 
The Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project Draft EIS/EIR was made available to identified 
stakeholders, agencies, and the general public for review and comment for a 45-day review period from 
September 3, 2010 through October 18, 2010.  During the public review period, Metro held two public 
hearings to receive oral and written testimony on the Draft EIS/EIR from the general public.   

Volumes F-2 and F-3 of this Final EIS/EIR contain copies of all written comments and public hearing 
transcripts, and provide written responses to all comments received on the Draft EIS/EIR.  A total of 
195 comment letters were received during the public review period, including written materials 
submitted at the two public hearings.  Comments were also submitted in the form of oral testimony at 
those hearings.  A total of 44 public testimonies were recorded at the public hearings.  Overall, a total 
of 1,030 individual comments were received on the Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project  
Draft EIS/EIR. 

The format for the responses to comments presents each comment letter/hearing transcript, 
bracketed into separate comments, followed by corresponding responses to each individual comment 
of that comment letter/hearing transcript.  The comment letters/hearing transcripts and responses are 
organized and grouped into the following categories based on the affiliation of the commenter  
as follows: 

Letter/Speaker ID Prefix Description 

AF Federal Agency 

AL Local Agency 

AR Regional Agency 

AS State Agency 

BU Businesses and Business Groups 

CN Community Groups and Non-Profit Organizations 

PC Public Comment 

PHA The first public hearing held on September 28, 2010 

PHB The second public hearing held on October 4, 2010 

 

To assist the reader's review and use of the responses to comments, two indices that provide the 
commenter name, affiliation, and comment letter/speaker identification designator (e.g., PC1) for 
each comment letter are provided below.  The first index lists all the comment letters by comment 
letter/speaker identification designator and the second lists all of the comment letters alphabetically 
by commenter's last name. 
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Index by Comment Letter/Speaker Identification Designator 

Comment Letter/ 
Speaker Affiliation Last Name First Name 

Comment 
Page 

Response 
Page 

Federal Agencies 
  

AF1 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security - 

FEMA 
Blackburn Gregor F2-2 F2-4 

AF2 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - 

Region IX 
Dunning Connell F2-5 F2-10 

Local Agencies 
  

AL1 County of Los Angeles - Fire Department Todd John R. F2-14 F2-16 

AL2 City of Los Angeles City Council Perry Jan F2-17 F2-19 

AL3 
City of Los Angeles, DCP, BOE, BSL, 

DOT, CRA/LA  
Moore et. al. Gary Lee F2-21 F2-56 

AL4 
County of Los Angeles - Department of 

Public Works 
Duong Toan F2-78 F2-92 

AL5 
County of Los Angeles - Department of 

Public Works 
Farber Gail F2-94 F2-98 

AL6 
City of Los Angeles - Department of 
Public Works, Bureau of Sanitation 

Poosti Ali F2-99 F2-101 

AL7 City of Los Angeles, BSL  Batikian Silva F2-102 F2-103 

AL8 
Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension 

Construction Authority 
Hanks Keith F2-104 F2-105 

Regional Agencies 
  

AR1 
South Coast Air Quality Management 

District 
MacMillan Ian F2-107 F2-110 

AR2 
Southern California Association of 

Governments 
Liu Huasha F2-113 F2-120 

State Agencies 
  

AS1 
State of California - Department of 

Transportation, District 7 
Watson Dianna F2-123 F2-125 

AS2 
State of California - Department of 

Transportation, District 7 
Kosinski Ronald F2-126 F2-127 

AS3 
State of California - Public Utilities 

Commission 
Pereyra Jose F2-128 F2-130 
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Comment Letter/ 
Speaker 

Affiliation Last Name First Name 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

Businesses and Business Groups 
  

BU1 Metropolitan News Enterprise Grace Roger M. F2-134 F2-138 

BU2 
Japanese Chamber of Commerce of 

Southern California 
Handa Toshio "Terry" F2-139 F2-140 

BU3 Bunkado, Inc. Simonian Irene Tsukada F2-141 F2-142 

BU4 Yamato Travel Bureau Mikuni Peggy T. F2-143 F2-152 

BU5 Koraku Group, Inc. Yamauchi Hiroshi F2-155 F2-160 

BU6 Cherry Land Company Liu Wilson F2-162 F2-164 

BU7 Ho-Narumi-Taira Investment Company Liu Wilson F2-166 F2-168 

BU8 Sho Tokyo Parking LLC Liu Wilson F2-169 F2-171 

BU9 Taira Investment Company Liu Wilson F2-172 F2-174 

BU10 Taira Services Corporation Liu Wilson F2-175 F2-177 

BU11 Rafu Bussan, Inc. Kawaratani Kiyoshi F2-178 F2-180 

BU12 Little Tokyo Arts & Gifts Taiyoshi Elaine F2-181 F2-183 

BU13 Joy Mart Restaurant Masuda Sotaro F2-184 F2-186 

BU14 Los Angeles Eye Care Optometry Group Kame Gregory F2-187 F2-189 

BU15 Teishokuya of Tokyo Masuda Etsuko F2-190 F2-192 

BU16 Favorite Snack Park Jong Hyung F2-193 F2-195 

BU17 Ken Nakamura, D.D.S. Nakamura Ken F2-196 F2-197 

BU18 
Little Tokyo Business Association and 

Little Tokyo Business Improvement 
District 

    F2-198 F2-201 

BU19 
Little Tokyo Business Association and 

Little Tokyo Business Improvement 
District 

    F2-203 F2-204 

BU20 
Little Tokyo Business Association and 

Little Tokyo Business Improvement 
District 

Liu Wilson F2-205 F2-228 
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Comment Letter/ 
Speaker 

Affiliation Last Name First Name 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

BU21 Advanced Parking Systems Garibay Darryl F2-230 F2-231 

BU22 The Spice Table Ng 
Bryant and 
Kim Luu 

F2-232 F2-234 

BU23 Suehiro Café, Inc. Suzuki Kenji F2-236 F2-237 

BU24 Metropolitan News Enterprise Grace 
Roger M. and 
Jo-Ann W. 

F2-238 F2-283 

BU25 LARABA,LaDADspace Keating Tim F2-284 F2-285 

BU26 Fugetsu-do Confectionery Kito Brian F2-286 F2-287 

BU27 Japanese Village Plaza Smith Jim F2-290 F2-291 

BU28 
Related/Companies, L.P./Grand Avenue 

L.A., LLC/The Broad Collection 
Witte; Broad William A.; Eli F2-293 F2-300 

BU29 Central City Association of Los Angeles Schatz Carol E.  F2-305 F2-306 

BU30 Thomas Properties Group Inc. Berryhill Glen F2-307 F2-308 

BU31 J-WAVE Video Ishida Hiroshi Brian F2-309 F2-311 

BU32 
Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & 
Natsis LLP on behalf of the Tribune 

Company 
Perry Patrick A. F2-312 F2-315 

BU33 Mikawaya Hashimoto Frances F2-317 F2-321 

BU34 Levy Affiliated Holdings, LLC Balkin Arlene Akemi F2-323 F2-325 

BU35 Hair Craft Salon Okamoto Yuji F2-326 F2-327 

BU36 Thomas Properties Group Inc. Ricci Thomas S. F2-328 F2-332 

BU37 Rothenberg Sandy Architects Takayama George F2-336 F2-337 

BU38 Shabu-Shabu House Restaurant Maruyama Yoshinobu F2-338 F2-341 

BU39 Nishi Center Mukai Susan F2-342 F2-343 

BU40 Teishokuya of Tokyo Masuda Etsuko F2-344 F2-345 

BU41 Joy Mart Restaurant Masuda Sotaro F2-346 F2-348 
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Comment Letter/ 
Speaker 

Affiliation Last Name First Name 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

Community Groups and Non-Profit Organizations 
  

CN1 Little Tokyo Community Council Watanabe Bill F2-351 F2-360 

CN2 
Japanese American Citizens League - 

Pacific Southwest District 
Ishii Craig F2-372 F2-375 

CN3 
Japanese American Citizens League - 

Pacific Southwest District 
Mayeda Kelly F2-377 F2-379 

CN4 
Japanese American Citizens League - 

Pacific Southwest District 
Fukushima Kristin F2-381 F2-383 

CN5 
Japanese American Citizens League - 

Pacific Southwest District 
Potter Meghan F2-385 F2-387 

CN6 
Japanese American Cultural and 

Community Center 
Aihara Chris F2-389 F2-391 

CN7 Little Tokyo Service Center Clark Yasue F2-393 F2-394 

CN8 Little Tokyo Service Center Watanabe Bill F2-395 F2-396 

CN9 
Asian Pacific Islander Small Business 

Program 
Fong Ronald M. F2-397 F2-398 

CN10 Savoy Homeowners Association     F2-399 F2-419 

CN11 Japanese American National Museum Yano 
Akemi 
Kikumura 

F2-420 F2-423 

CN12 Go For Broke National Education Center Ozawa Michael F2-424 F2-427 

CN13 East West Players Dang  Tim F2-429 F2-434 

CN14 Los Angeles Conservancy Chou Flora F2-436 F2-439 

CN15 The Transit Coalition Reed Bart F2-441 F2-442 

CN16 Fixing Angelenos Stuck in Traffic Norton Hilary F2-443 F2-445 

CN17 Bus Riders Union Martinez Esperanza V. F2-446 F2-449 

CN18 Sierra Club Clarke Darrell F2-451 F2-452 

CN19 Higgins Building HOA Agnew Jonno F2-453 F2-474 

CN20 Little Tokyo Community Council Watanabe Bill F2-477 F2-486 
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Comment Letter/ 
Speaker 

Affiliation Last Name First Name 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

CN21 Zenshuji Temple Rumme Daigaku F2-487 F2-488 

CN22 Los Angeles Streetcar, Inc. Allen Dennis F2-489 F2-490 

Public Comments 
  

PC1   Fujita James F3-7 F3-8 

PC2   Wright Jerard F3-9 F3-10 

PC3   Covarrubias Joel  F3-12 F3-13 

PC4   Popov Yuri O. F3-14 F3-15 

PC5   Tower Carlos F3-16 F3-17 

PC6   Mason Matt F3-18 F3-19 

PC7   Kassimir Spencer V.  F3-20 F3-21 

PC8   Tooley Eric F3-22 F3-23 

PC9   Helfand Morley F3-24 F3-25 

PC10   Furlong Aaron F3-26 F3-27 

PC11   Bilski Jonathan F3-28 F3-29 

PC12   Herrasti Jose F3-30 F3-31 

PC13   Tong Kam F3-32 F3-33 

PC14   Gonzalez Rachel F3-34 F3-35 

PC15   Roderick Trina F3-36 F3-37 

PC16   Magdaleno George F3-38 F3-39 

PC17   Mandel John F3-40 F3-41 

PC18   Alossi Rich F3-42 F3-43 
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Comment Letter/ 
Speaker 

Affiliation Last Name First Name 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

PC19   Egdal David F3-44 F3-45 

PC20   Kassimir Spencer V.  F3-46 F3-48 

PC21   Yen Brigham F3-50 F3-51 

PC22   Donato Carol F3-52 F3-54 

PC23   Hymel Chad F3-56 F3-57 

PC24   Federis Frank F3-58 F3-59 

PC25   Ho Jean F3-60 F3-61 

PC26   Covarrubias Joel  F3-62 F3-63 

PC27   Aldava Lawrence F3-65 F3-66 

PC28   Howard Les F3-67 F3-68 

PC29   Hogge Richard F3-69 F3-70 

PC30   Kawaratani Yukio F3-71 F3-72 

PC31   Baisez Christine F3-74 F3-75 

PC32   Montijo Jorge  F3-76 F3-77 

PC33   Lee Nelson F3-78 F3-79 

PC34   Axelrod Steve F3-80 F3-81 

PC35   Avitabile Travis F3-82 F3-83 

PC36   Zhao Yuqiao F3-84 F3-85 

PC37 NARP-TRAC-PRS Johnston Mark R. F3-86 F3-92 

PC38   Salumbides Romeo F3-95 F3-96 

PC39   Lim Teressa F3-97 F3-98 
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Comment Letter/ 
Speaker 

Affiliation Last Name First Name 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

PC40   Yoon Young S. F3-99 F3-100 

PC41   Grewal AnnMarie F3-101 F3-102 

PC42   Garcia Dan F3-103 F3-104 

PC43   Gove John F3-105 F3-107 

PC44   Aima Matthew F3-108 F3-110 

PC45   Mendiores Rupert F3-111 F3-112 

PC46   Walker Daniel F3-113 F3-114 

PC47   Chen Jay F3-115 F3-117 

PC48   Percus Allon F3-118 F3-119 

PC49   Myers Joseph F3-120 F3-121 

PC50   Sitty Rani F3-122 F3-123 

PC51   Gross Spencer F3-124 F3-125 

PC52   Adelman Charles F3-126 F3-128 

PC53   Yick Andrew F3-129 F3-130 

PC54   Moore David G. F3-131 F3-132 

PC55   Axelrod Rise B. F3-133 F3-134 

PC56   Axelrod Steven F3-135 F3-136 

PC57   Hom Japhet F3-137 F3-138 

PC58   Centeno Adriana F3-139 F3-140 

PC59   Santana Elana F3-141 F3-142 

PC60   Berk Fred F3-143 F3-144 
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Comment Letter/ 
Speaker 

Affiliation Last Name First Name 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

PC61   Barnes Jason F3-145 F3-147 

PC62   Kahn Aaron F3-148 F3-149 

PC63   Lo Derrick F3-150 F3-151 

PC64   Cheung Domino F3-152 F3-153 

PC65   Lu Grace F3-154 F3-155 

PC66   Oh Jannie F3-156 F3-157 

PC67   Ortiz Lupe F3-158 F3-159 

PC68   Marks Wally F3-160 F3-161 

PC69   Takashima Wilbur F3-162 F3-163 

PC70   Havens Alan D. F3-166 F3-173 

PC71   Sein Christina F3-176 F3-177 

PC72   Frevele Dave F3-178 F3-180 

PC73   Orona Phil F3-181 F3-182 

PC74   Schumacher Richard F3-183 F3-184 

PC75   Lin Susan F3-185 F3-186 

PC76   Kawaratani Yukio  F3-187 F3-191 

PC77   Davidson Christopher F3-194 F3-195 

PC78   Yasuda Hiroko F3-196 F3-197 

PC79   Hur Jenny F3-199 F3-200 

PC80   Mochizuki John F3-201 F3-202 

PC81   Hirase Kikue F3-203 F3-204 
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Comment Letter/ 
Speaker 

Affiliation Last Name First Name 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

PC82   Kim Kun Ja F3-205 F3-206 

PC83   Shinchi Masumi F3-207 F3-208 

PC84 Metcalf Associates Metcalfe Michael F3-209 F3-211 

PC85   Koh Mija F3-212 F3-213 

PC86   Iki Nobuko F3-214 F3-215 

PC87   Mochizuki Noriko F3-216 F3-217 

PC88   Volk Robert D. F3-218 F3-219 

PC89   Nishimura Sakiko F3-220 F3-221 

PC90   Chang San Ok F3-222 F3-223 

PC91   Koh Sang Soo F3-224 F3-225 

PC92   Yoon Simon S. F3-226 F3-227 

PC93   Kim Suk Hee F3-228 F3-229 

PC94   Sakamoto Tadao F3-230 F3-231 

PC95   Wakayama Tsutae F3-232 F3-233 

PC96   Obana Yaeko F3-234 F3-235 

PC97   Sakamto Yoshiko F3-236 F3-237 

PC98   Altamirano Jaime F3-238 F3-240 

PC99 Higgins Lofts Agnew Jonno F3-241 F3-243 

PC100   Chaiken Stacie F3-244 F3-258 

PC101   Garza Bobby F3-260 F3-262 

PC102   Westwater Brady F3-263 F3-265 
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Comment Letter/ 
Speaker 

Affiliation Last Name First Name 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

PC103   Fung Hank F3-266 F3-268 

PC104   Springhetti Joan F3-270 F3-272 

PC105   Montijo Jorge  F3-274 F3-276 

PC106   Walker Justin F3-277 F3-279 

PC107 Savoy MTA Committee Yeh Paul F3-280 F3-282 

PC108   Wang Sidney F3-283 F3-284 

PC109 Savoy MTA Committee Tae Susan F3-285 F3-287 

PC110   Levey Sam F3-289 F3-291 

PC111   Fishel Alan F3-293 F3-298 

PC112 
Westwood South of Santa Monica Blvd. 

HOA 
Broide Barbara F3-299 F3-300 

PC113 
Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood 

Council 
Brown J. Russell F3-301 F3-304 

PC114 The Transit Coalition Alpern Ken F3-305 F3-306 

PC115 
Japanese American Cultural and 

Community Center 
Handa Toshio "Terry" F3-307 F3-308 

PC116 
Little Tokyo Community Council & Tokyo 

Villa HOA 
Nishimura Howard F3-309 F3-310 

PC117   Byun Myunghee F3-311 F3-312 

Public Hearings 
  

PHA1   Fishel Alan F3-354 F3-422 

PHA2 Japanese Chamber of Commerce Okamoto Mike F3-356 F3-423 

PHA3 
Little Tokyo Business Association and 

Little Tokyo Business Improvement 
District 

Liu Wilson F3-360 F3-424 

PHA4   Kay Greg F3-364 F3-425 

PHA5   Adelman Charles F3-366 F3-426 
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Comment Letter/ 
Speaker 

Affiliation Last Name First Name 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

PHA6   Havens Alan F3-368 F3-427 

PHA7   Zablen Nathan F3-370 F3-428 

PHA8 Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Temple Briones William F3-372 F3-429 

PHA9 Little Tokyo Community Council Watanabe Bill F3-374 F3-430 

PHA10   Kawaratani Yukio F3-376 F3-432 

PHA11 
Historic Downtown Business 

Improvement District of the L.A. City 
Chapter 

Brown Russ F3-380 F3-434 

PHA12   Covarrubias Joel F3-382 F3-435 

PHA13 
Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood 

Council 
Berman Patti F3-386 F3-437 

PHA14 Electric Railway Historical Association Frevele Dave F3-388 F3-438 

PHA15   Westwater Brady F3-390 F3-439 

PHA16   Springer Jay F3-394 F3-440 

PHA17 Nikkei Center, LLC Project Kaji Jon F3-396 F3-441 

PHA18 The Spice Table Luu-Ng Kim F3-400 F3-442 

PHA19 GetFit Little Tokyo Yamaguchi Jayson F3-402 F3-443 

PHA20 
California Japanese American 

Community Leadership Council 
Nishio Alan F3-404 F3-444 

PHA21 Koraku Group, Inc. Yamauchi Hiroshi F3-406 F3-445 

PHA22 Fugetsu-Do Confectionery Kito Brian F3-410 F3-446 

PHA23   Kerr John F3-412 F3-447 

PHA24 
Gold Line Washington Alignment 

Advocacy Group 
Howard Les F3-414 F3-448 

PHB1 Fixing Angelenos Stuck in Traffic Norton Hilary F3-465 F3-491 

PHB2   Grace Roger F3-466 F3-492 
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Comment Letter/ 
Speaker 

Affiliation Last Name First Name 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

PHB3 Metropolitan News Enterprise Bobigian Vahn F3-466 F3-493 

PHB4   Grace Jo-Ann F3-467 F3-494 

PHB5 Metropolitan News Enterprise Philibosian Robert F3-467 F3-495 

PHB6 Suehiro Café, Inc. Suzuki Kenji F3-471 F3-496 

PHB7   Havens Alan F3-472 F3-497 

PHB8   Berg Martin F3-473 F3-498 

PHB9 The Transit Coalition Reed Bart F3-474 F3-499 

PHB10   Springhetti Joan F3-475 F3-501 

PHB11   Miyoshi Ellen F3-476 F3-502 

PHB12 Koraku Group, Inc. Yamauchi Hiroshi F3-477 F3-503 

PHB13   Sachs Arnold F3-479 F3-504 

PHB14 
Little Tokyo Business Association and 

Little Tokyo Business Improvement 
District 

Liu Wilson F3-480 F3-505 

PHB15   Wright Jerard F3-482 F3-506 

PHB16 Central City Association Chavira Tracey F3-484 F3-507 

PHB17 Historic Downtown Theater Brown Russell F3-485 F3-508 

PHB18   Garza Don F3-486 F3-509 

PHB19 Shabu Shabu House Restaurant Maruyama Yoshi F3-488 F3-510 

PHB20   Baisez Christine F3-489 F3-511 
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Index by Commenter’s Last Name 

Last Name First Name Comment Letter/ 
Speaker 

Affiliation Comment 
Page 

Response 
Page 

   CN10 Savoy Homeowners Association F2-399 F2-419 

Adelman Charles PC52   F3-126 F3-128 

Adelman Charles PHA5   F3-366 F3-426 

Agnew Jonno CN19 Higgins Building HOA F2-453 F2-474 

Agnew Jonno PC99 Higgins Lofts F3-241 F3-243 

Aihara Chris CN6 
Japanese American Cultural and 

Community Center 
F2-389 F2-391 

Aima Matthew PC44   F3-108 F3-110 

Aldava Lawrence PC27   F3-65 F3-66 

Allen Dennis CN22 Los Angeles Streetcar, Inc. F2-489 F2-490 

Alossi Rich PC18   F3-42 F3-43 

Alpern Ken PC114 The Transit Coalition F3-305 F3-306 

Altamirano Jaime PC98   F3-238 F3-240 

Avitabile Travis PC35   F3-82 F3-83 

Axelrod Steve PC34   F3-80 F3-81 

Axelrod Rise B. PC55   F3-133 F3-134 

Axelrod Steven PC56   F3-135 F3-136 

Baisez Christine PC31   F3-74 F3-75 

Baisez Christine PHB20   F3-489 F3-511 

Balkin Arlene Akemi BU34 Levy Affiliated Holdings, LLC F2-323 F2-325 

Barnes Jason PC61   F3-145 F3-147 
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Comment Letter/ 

Speaker Affiliation 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

Batikian Silva AL7 City of Los Angeles, BSL  F2-102 F2-103 

Berg Martin PHB8   F3-473 F3-498 

Berk Fred PC60   F3-143 F3-144 

Berman Patti PHA13 
Downtown Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council 

F3-386 F3-437 

Berryhill Glen BU30 Thomas Properties Group Inc. F2-307 F2-308 

Bilski Jonathan PC11   F3-28 F3-29 

Blackburn Gregor AF1 
U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security - FEMA 
F2-2 F2-4 

Bobigian Vahn PHB3 Metropolitan News Enterprise F3-466 F3-493 

Briones William PHA8 
Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji 

Temple 
F3-372 F3-429 

Broide Barbara PC112 
Westwood South of Santa Monica 

Blvd. HOA 
F3-299 F3-300 

Brown J. Russell PC113 
Downtown Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council 

F3-301 F3-304 

Brown Russ PHA11 
Historic Downtown Business 

Improvement District of the L.A. City 
Chapter 

F3-380 F3-434 

Brown Russell PHB17 Historic Downtown Theater F3-485 F3-508 

Byun Myunghee PC117   F3-311 F3-312 

Centeno Adriana PC58   F3-139 F3-140 

Chaiken Stacie PC100   F3-244 F3-258 

Chang San Ok PC90   F3-222 F3-223 

Chavira Tracey PHB16 Central City Association F3-484 F3-507 

Chen Jay PC47   F3-115 F3-117 

Cheung Domino PC64   F3-152 F3-153 

Chou Flora CN14 Los Angeles Conservancy F2-436 F2-439 
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Comment Letter/ 

Speaker Affiliation 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

Clark Yasue CN7 Little Tokyo Service Center F2-393 F2-394 

Clarke Darrell CN18 Sierra Club F2-451 F2-452 

Covarrubias Joel  PC3   F3-12 F3-13 

Covarrubias Joel  PC26   F3-62 F3-63 

Covarrubias Joel PHA12   F3-382 F3-435 

Dang  Tim CN13 East West Players F2-429 F2-434 

Davidson Christopher PC77   F3-194 F3-195 

Donato Carol PC22   F3-52 F3-54 

Dunning Connell AF2 
U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency - Region IX 
F2-5 F2-10 

Duong Toan AL4 
County of Los Angeles - Department 

of Public Works 
F2-17 F2-19 

Egdal David PC19   F3-44 F3-45 

Farber Gail AL5 
County of Los Angeles - Department 

of Public Works 
F2-94 F2-98 

Federis Frank PC24   F3-58 F3-59 

Fishel Alan PC111   F3-293 F3-298 

Fishel Alan PHA1   F3-354 F3-422 

Fong Ronald M. CN9 
Asian Pacific Islander Small 

Business Program 
F3-354 F3-422 

Frevele Dave PC72   F3-178 F3-180 

Frevele Dave PHA14 
Electric Railway Historical 

Association 
F3-388 F3-438 

Fujita James PC1   F3-7 F3-8 

Fukushima Kristin CN4 
Japanese American Citizens League 

- Pacific Southwest District 
F2-381 F2-383 

Fung Hank PC103   F3-266 F3-268 
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Comment Letter/ 

Speaker Affiliation 
Comment 

Page 
Response 

Page 

Furlong Aaron PC10   F3-26 F3-27 

Garcia Dan PC42   F3-103 F3-104 

Garibay Darryl BU21 Advanced Parking Systems F2-230 F2-231 

Garza Bobby PC101   F3-260 F3-262 

Garza Don PHB18   F3-486 F3-509 

Gonzalez Rachel PC14   F3-34 F3-35 

Gove John PC43   F3-105 F3-107 

Grace Roger M. BU1 Metropolitan News Enterprise F2-134 F2-138 

Grace 
Roger M. and 
Jo-Ann W. 

BU24 Metropolitan News Enterprise F2-238 F2-283 

Grace Roger PHB2   F3-466 F3-492 

Grace Jo-Ann PHB4   F3-467 F3-494 

Grewal AnnMarie PC41   F3-101 F3-102 

Gross Spencer PC51   F3-124 F3-125 

Handa 
Toshio 
"Terry" 

BU2 
Japanese Chamber of Commerce of 

Southern California 
F2-139 F2-140 

Handa 
Toshio 
"Terry" 

PC115 
Japanese American Cultural and 

Community Center 
F3-307 F3-308 

Hanks Keith AL8 
Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension 

Construction Authority 
F2-104 F2-105 

Hashimoto Frances BU33 Mikawaya F2-317 F2-321 

Havens Alan D. PC70   F3-166 F3-173 

Havens Alan PHA6   F3-368 F3-427 

Havens Alan PHB7   F3-472 F3-497 

Helfand Morley PC9   F3-24 F3-25 
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Herrasti Jose PC12   F3-30 F3-31 

Hirase Kikue PC81   F3-203 F3-204 

Ho Jean PC25   F3-60 F3-61 

Hogge Richard PC29   F3-69 F3-70 

Hom Japhet PC57   F3-137 F3-138 

Howard Les PC28   F3-67 F3-68 

Howard Les PHA24 
Gold Line Washington Alignment 

Advocacy Group 
F3-414 F3-448 

Hur Jenny PC79   F3-199 F3-200 

Hymel Chad PC23   F3-56 F3-57 

Iki Nobuko PC86   F3-214 F3-215 

Ishida Hiroshi Brian BU31 J-WAVE Video F2-309 F2-311 

Ishii Craig CN2 
Japanese American Citizens League 

- Pacific Southwest District 
F2-372 F2-375 

Johnston Mark R. PC37 NARP-TRAC-PRS F3-86 F3-92 

Kahn Aaron PC62   F3-148 F3-149 

Kaji Jon PHA17 Nikkei Center, LLC Project F3-396 F3-441 

Kame Gregory BU14 
Los Angeles Eye Care Optometry 

Group 
F2-187 F2-189 

Kassimir Spencer V.  PC7   F3-20 F3-21 

Kassimir Spencer V.  PC20   F3-46 F3-48 

Kawaratani Kiyoshi BU11 Rafu Bussan, Inc. F2-178 F2-180 

Kawaratani Yukio PC30   F3-71 F3-72 

Kawaratani Yukio  PC76   F3-187 F3-191 
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Kawaratani Yukio PHA10   F3-475 F3-501 

Kay Greg PHA4   F3-364 F3-425 

Keating Tim BU25 LARABA,LaDADspace F2-284 F2-285 

Kerr John PHA23   F3-412 F3-447 

Kim Kun Ja PC82   F3-205 F3-206 

Kim Suk Hee PC93   F3-228 F3-229 

Kito Brian BU26 Fugetsu-do Confectionery F2-286 F2-287 

Kito Brian PHA22 Fugetsu-Do Confectionery F3-410 F3-446 

Koh Mija PC85   F3-212 F3-213 

Koh Sang Soo PC91   F3-224 F3-225 

Kosinski Ronald AS2 
State of California - Department of 

Transportation, District 7 
F2-126 F2-127 

Lee Nelson PC33   F3-78 F3-79 

Levey Sam PC110   F3-289 F3-291 

Lim Teressa PC39   F3-97 F3-98 

Lin Susan PC75   F3-185 F3-186 

Liu Huasha AR2 
Southern California Association of 

Governments 
F2-113 F2-120 

Liu Wilson BU6 Cherry Land Company F2-162 F2-164 

Liu Wilson BU7 
Ho-Narumi-Taira Investment 

Company 
F2-166 F2-168 

Liu Wilson BU8 Sho Tokyo Parking LLC F2-169 F2-171 

Liu Wilson BU9 Taira Investment Company F2-172 F2-174 

Liu Wilson BU10 Taira Services Corporation F2-175 F2-177 
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Liu Wilson BU20 
Little Tokyo Business Association 

and Little Tokyo Business 
Improvement District 

F2-205 F2-228 

Liu Wilson PHA3 
Little Tokyo Business Association 

and Little Tokyo Business 
Improvement District 

F3-360 F3-424 

Liu Wilson PHB14 
Little Tokyo Business Association 

and Little Tokyo Business 
Improvement District 

F3-480 F3-505 

Lo Derrick PC63   F3-150 F3-151 

Lu Grace PC65   F3-154 F3-155 

Luu-Ng Kim PHA18 The Spice Table F3-400 F3-442 

MacMillan Ian AR1 
South Coast Air Quality Management 

District 
F2-107 F2-110 

Magdaleno George PC16   F3-38 F3-39 

Mandel John PC17   F3-40 F3-41 

Marks Wally PC68   F3-160 F3-161 

Martinez Esperanza V. CN17 Bus Riders Union F2-446 F2-449 

Maruyama Yoshinobu BU38 Shabu-Shabu House Restaurant F2-338 F2-341 

Maruyama Yoshi PHB19 Shabu Shabu House Restaurant F3-488 F3-510 

Mason Matt PC6   F3-18 F3-19 

Masuda Sotaro BU13 Joy Mart Restaurant F2-184 F2-186 

Masuda Etsuko BU15 Teishokuya of Tokyo F2-190 F2-192 

Masuda Etsuko BU40 Teishokuya of Tokyo F2-344 F2-345 

Masuda Sotaro BU41 Joy Mart Restaurant F2-346 F2-348 

Mayeda Kelly CN3 
Japanese American Citizens League 

- Pacific Southwest District 
F2-377 F2-379 

Mendiores Rupert PC45   F3-111 F3-112 
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Metcalfe Michael PC84 Metcalf Associates F3-209 F3-211 

Mikuni Peggy T. BU4 Yamato Travel Bureau F2-143 F2-152 

Miyoshi Ellen PHB11   F3-476 F3-502 

Mochizuki John PC80   F3-201 F3-202 

Mochizuki Noriko PC87   F3-216 F3-217 

Montijo Jorge  PC32   F3-76 F3-77 

Montijo Jorge  PC105   F3-274 F3-276 

Moore David G. PC54   F3-131 F3-132 

Moore et. al. Gary Lee AL3 
City of Los Angeles, DCP, BOE, 

BSL, DOT, CRA/LA  
F2-21 F2-56 

Mukai Susan BU39 Nishi Center F2-342 F2-343 

Myers Joseph PC49   F3-120 F3-121 

Nakamura Ken BU17 Ken Nakamura, D.D.S. F2-196 F2-197 

Ng 
Bryant and 
Kim Luu 

BU22 The Spice Table F2-232 F2-234 

Nishimura Sakiko PC89   F3-220 F3-221 

Nishimura Howard PC116 
Little Tokyo Community Council & 

Tokyo Villa HOA 
F3-309 F3-310 

Nishio Alan PHA20 
California Japanese American 

Community Leadership Council 
F3-404 F3-444 

Norton Hilary CN16 Fixing Angelenos Stuck in Traffic F2-443 F2-445 

Norton Hilary PHB1 Fixing Angelenos Stuck in Traffic F3-465 F3-491 

Obana Yaeko PC96   F3-234 F3-235 

Oh Jannie PC66   F3-156 F3-157 

Okamoto Yuji BU35 Hair Craft Salon F2-326 F2-327 
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Okamoto Mike PHA2 Japanese Chamber of Commerce F3-356 F3-423 

Orona Phil PC73   F3-181 F3-182 

Ortiz Lupe PC67   F3-158 F3-159 

Ozawa Michael CN12 
Go For Broke National Education 

Center 
F2-424 F2-427 

Park Jong Hyung BU16 Favorite Snack F2-193 F2-195 

Percus Allon PC48   F3-118 F3-119 

Pereyra Jose AS3 
State of California - Public Utilities 

Commission 
F2-128 F2-130 

Perry Jan AL2 City of Los Angeles City Council F2-17 F2-19 

Perry Patrick A. BU32 
Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & 
Natsis LLP on behalf of the Tribune 

Company 
F2-312 F2-315 

Philibosian Robert PHB5 Metropolitan News Enterprise F3-467 F3-495 

Poosti Ali AL6 
City of Los Angeles - Department of 
Public Works, Bureau of Sanitation 

F2-99 F2-101 

Popov Yuri O. PC4   F3-14 F3-15 

Potter Meghan CN5 
Japanese American Citizens League 

- Pacific Southwest District 
F2-385 F2-387 

Reed Bart CN15 The Transit Coalition F2-441 F2-442 

Reed Bart PHB9 The Transit Coalition F3-474 F3-499 

Ricci Thomas S. BU36 Thomas Properties Group Inc. F2-328 F2-332 

Roderick Trina PC15   F3-36 F3-37 

Rumme Daigaku CN21 Zenshuji Temple F2-487 F2-488 

Sachs Arnold PHB13   F3-479 F3-504 

Sakamoto Tadao PC94   F3-230 F3-231 

Sakamto Yoshiko PC97   F3-236 F3-237 
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Salumbides Romeo PC38   F3-95 F3-96 

Santana Elana PC59   F3-141 F3-142 

Schatz Carol E.  BU29 
Central City Association of Los 

Angeles 
F2-305 F2-306 

Schumacher Richard PC74   F3-183 F3-184 

Sein Christina PC71   F3-176 F3-177 

Shinchi Masumi PC83   F3-207 F3-208 

Simonian 
Irene 
Tsukada 

BU3 Bunkado, Inc. F2-141 F2-142 

Sitty Rani PC50   F3-122 F3-123 

Smith Jim BU27 Japanese Village Plaza F2-290 F2-291 

Springer Jay PHA16   F3-394 F3-440 

Springhetti Joan PC104   F3-270 F3-272 

Springhetti Joan PHB10   F3-475 F3-501 

Suzuki Kenji BU23 Suehiro Café, Inc. F2-305 F2-306 

Suzuki Kenji PHB6 Suehiro Café, Inc. F3-471 F3-496 

Tae Susan PC109 Savoy MTA Committee F3-285 F3-287 

Taiyoshi Elaine BU12 Little Tokyo Arts & Gifts F2-181 F2-183 

Takashima Wilbur PC69   F3-162 F3-163 

Takayama George BU37 Rothenberg Sandy Architects F2-336 F2-337 

Todd John R. AL1 
County of Los Angeles - Fire 

Department  
F2-14 F2-16 

Tong Kam PC13   F3-32 F3-33 

Tooley Eric PC8   F3-22 F3-23 
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Tower Carlos PC5   F3-16 F3-17 

Volk Robert D. PC88   F3-218 F3-219 

Wakayama Tsutae PC95   F3-232 F3-233 

Walker Daniel PC46   F3-113 F3-114 

Walker Justin PC106   F3-277 F3-279 

Wang Sidney PC108   F3-283 F3-284 

Watanabe Bill CN1 Little Tokyo Community Council F2-351 F2-360 

Watanabe Bill CN8 Little Tokyo Service Center F2-395 F2-396 

Watanabe Bill CN20 Little Tokyo Community Council F2-477 F2-486 

Watanabe Bill PHA9 Little Tokyo Community Council F3-374 F3-430 

Watson Dianna AS1 
State of California - Department of 

Transportation, District 7 
F2-123 F2-125 

Westwater Brady PC102   F3-263 F3-265 

Westwater Brady PHA15   F3-390 F3-439 

Witte; Broad William A.; Eli BU28 
Related/Companies, L.P./Grand 

Avenue L.A., LLC/The Broad 
Collection 

F2-293 F2-300 

Wright Jerard PC2   F3-9 F3-10 

Wright Jerard PHB15   F3-482 F3-506 

Yamaguchi Jayson PHA19 GetFit Little Tokyo F3-402 F3-443 

Yamauchi Hiroshi BU5 Koraku Group, Inc. F2-155 F2-160 

Yamauchi Hiroshi PHA21 Koraku Group, Inc. F3-406 F3-445 

Yamauchi Hiroshi PHB12 Koraku Group, Inc. F3-477 F3-503 

Yano 
Akemi 
Kikumura 

CN11 
Japanese American National 

Museum 
F2-420 F2-423 
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Yasuda Hiroko PC78   F3-196 F3-197 

Yeh Paul PC107 Savoy MTA Committee F3-280 F3-282 

Yen Brigham PC21   F3-50 F3-51 

Yick Andrew PC53   F3-129 F3-130 

Yoon Young S. PC40   F3-99 F3-100 

Yoon Simon S. PC92   F3-226 F3-227 

Zablen Nathan PHA7   F3-370 F3-428 

Zhao Yuqiao PC36   F3-84 F3-85 

    BU18 
Little Tokyo Business Association 

and Little Tokyo Business 
Improvement District 

F2-198 F2-201 

   BU19 
Little Tokyo Business Association 

and Little Tokyo Business 
Improvement District 

F2-203 F2-204 
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Comment Letter/ 
Speaker Affiliation Last Name First Name 

AF1 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security – 

FEMA 
Blackburn Gregor 

AF2 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - 

Region IX 
Dunning Connell 
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AF1 

Responses to Comments from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security – 
FEMA, Blackburn, Gregor 

Response to Comment AF1-1 

Metro has reviewed the referenced Flood Insurance Rate Maps, and will comply with all 
applicable federal regulations.  Metro will coordinate with the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency as necessary throughout the project.  Metro appreciates the additional floodplain 
management regulatory information. 
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AF2 

Responses to Comments from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - 
Region IX, Dunning, Connell 

Response to Comment AF2-1 

Comment acknowledged.  Please refer to Responses to Comments AF2-2 through AF2-15, 
below, for detailed responses regarding concerns raised by the Environmental  
Protection Agency. 

Response to Comment AF2-2 

Comment acknowledged. 

Response to Comment AF2-3 

Comment acknowledged. 

Response to Comment AF2-4 

Comment acknowledged. 

Response to Comment AF2-5 

Comment acknowledged.   

Response to Comment AF2-6 

The following mitigation measure has been added to Section 4.5.4.2 of this Final EIS/EIR and 
the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative 
(Chapter 8):  

Heavy-duty trucks shall be prohibited from idling in excess of five minutes, both on- and off-site.  
Metro shall employ CARB anti-idling requirements during construction, which would reduce 
emissions generated from construction vehicles.  Metro shall require the contractor to regularly 
perform unscheduled inspections of construction equipment and activities to ensure 
minimization of associated air quality impacts. 

Response to Comment AF2-7 

The following mitigation measure has been added to Section 4.5.4.2 of this Final EIS/EIR and 
the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative  
(Chapter 8):  

Metro shall require ongoing maintenance and adherence to manufacturer's specifications for all 
construction equipment engines and vehicles. 

Generally, the construction contractor will be required to address this concern. 
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Response to Comment AF2-8 

The following mitigation measure has been added to Section 4.5.4.2 of this Final EIS/EIR and 
the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative  
(Chapter 8):  

Contractors shall utilize electricity supplied by the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
(LADWP) rather than temporary diesel or gasoline generators, as feasible. 

Response to Comment AF2-9 

Metro will implement all necessary, economically feasible mitigation measures to reduce air 
quality impacts below significance thresholds.  These are shown in the Mitigation Monitoring 
and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR and 
will be shown in the Record of Decision as committed mitigation measures. 

Response to Comment AF2-10 

The use of add-on emissions control devices was identified as a mitigation measure in Section 
4.5.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, and has been incorporated into Section 4.5.4.2 and the Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative, Chapter 8, of this  
Final EIS/EIR. 

Response to Comment AF2-11 

Metro has identified daycare centers, senior housing, hospitals (none close enough to the 
proposed alignment to be affected), and other sensitive receptors as part of the noise analysis in 
Table 4.7-6 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR.  Construction activity zones have been 
proposed in locations that would minimize noise impacts to nearby sensitive receptors, and this 
would minimize air quality impacts as well. 

Response to Comment AF2-12  

The traffic analysis for the Locally Preferred Alternative in Figure 3-16 of the Draft EIS/EIR 
showed that during project operation only one intersection (4th and Flower Streets) would have 
significantly increased congestion after mitigation(refer to Table 3-2 in this Final EIS/EIR for 
thresholds of significance), and only during the AM peak period.  The At-Grade Emphasis LRT 
Alternative would have had significant impacts at 18 intersections, despite the implementation 
of mitigation measures, as shown in Figure 3-14 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR.  The 
Metro Board of Directors did not identify this alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative, and 
instead designated the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative on 
October 28, 2010.  The CO hot spot analysis in Section 4.5.3.4.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this 
Final EIS/EIR concluded that concentrations of CO would not exceed the California Ambient Air 
Quality Standards or National Ambient Air Quality Standards for any of the alternatives. 

Response to Comment AF2-13 

Metro has reviewed the websites and appreciates the additional information.  It is Metro’s desire 
to encourage smart growth and sustainability where possible.  Discussion of smart growth and 
opportunities to encourage multimodal transportation has been added to Section 4.1, Land Use 
and Development, of this Final EIS/EIR. 
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Response to Comment AF2-14 

Metro has been coordinating with the City of Los Angeles to foster the project’s potential to 
enhance livability in downtown Los Angeles.  Several smart growth supportive ordinances are 
already in place in the project area. 

Response to Comment AF2-15 

Metro appreciates the commendation from EPA.  The Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR includes feasible 
mitigation measures proposed by the Little Tokyo Working Group.  All mitigation measures 
listed in Section 4.17.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR have been included in the Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative, except for direct monetary 
compensation for business losses.  This mitigation measure was not included due to the 
infeasibility of verifying business losses due to Regional Connector construction activities.  
However, the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative 
does include measures to address impacts to businesses.  It is Metro’s goal to minimize 
impacts to businesses in Little Tokyo throughout the construction process.  Additionally, 
refinements made to the Locally Preferred Alternative since publication of the Draft EIS/EIR 
would avoid cut and cover construction on 2nd Street, and reduce impacts to businesses. 

The EPA has been added to the distribution list to receive (at the address stated in the letter) a 
disc of this Final EIS/EIR.  In an effort to meet Metro’s sustainability goals, hard copies of this 
Final EIS/EIR were not included in distributions to agencies. 
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Responses to Local Agency Comment Letters 

Comment Letter/ 
Speaker Affiliation Last Name First Name 

AL1 County of Los Angeles - Fire Department  Todd John R. 

AL2 City of Los Angeles City Council Perry Jan 

AL3 
City of Los Angeles, DCP, BOE, BSL, DOT, 

CRA/LA  
Moore et. al. Gary Lee 

AL4 
County of Los Angeles - Department of 

Public Works 
Duong Toan 

AL5 
County of Los Angeles - Department of 

Public Works 
Farber Gail 

AL6 
City of Los Angeles - Department of Public 

Works, Bureau of Sanitation 
Poosti Ali 

AL7 City of Los Angeles, BSL  Batikian Silva 

AL8 
Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension 

Construction Authority 
Hanks Keith 
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AL1 

Responses to Comments from the County of Los Angeles - Fire Department, 
Todd, John R. 

Response to Comment AL1-1 

Comment acknowledged. 

Response to Comment AL1-2 

Comment acknowledged.  Metro will continue ongoing coordination with the City of Los Angeles 
Fire Department. 

Response to Comment AL1-3 

This list has been reviewed and all applicable areas of concern were addressed in the following 
sections of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR: Section 4.8, Ecosystems/Biological 
Resources; Section 4.9, Geotechnical/Subsurface/Seismic/Hazardous Materials; Section 4.10, 
Water Resources; Section 4.12, Historic Resources; and Section 4.15, Safety and Security.  All 
associated impacts in the County of Los Angeles jurisdiction, if any, were adequately analyzed in 
the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR. 

Response to Comment AL1-4 

Comment acknowledged. 
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AL2 

Responses to Comments from the City of Los Angeles City Council, Perry, Jan 

Response to Comment AL2-1 

Thank you for your comment.  Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted.  The 
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT 
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. 

Response to Comment AL2-2 

Comment acknowledged.  Please refer to Response to Comment AL2-3 below for a summary of 
construction impacts on Little Tokyo.  A description and analysis of traffic conditions with the 1st 
Street bridge fully open is provided in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR. 

Response to Comment AL2-3 

Metro acknowledges the seriousness of construction impacts in Little Tokyo and other impacts 
in the project area, which is why Metro is proposing mitigation measures.  In a letter sent in 
February 2010, the Little Tokyo Community Council commended Metro for adding the Fully 
Underground LRT Alternative (now the designated Locally Preferred Alternative) to the Draft 
EIS/EIR to address the community’s concerns.  Among the improvements cited in the letter was 
the elimination of the at-grade train crossing at 1st and Alameda Streets.  Table 4.18-2 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR and Table 4.18-1 of this Final EIS/EIR specified that construction activities in the 
Little Tokyo area consist of cut and cover activities in the vicinity of the new underground 
station, each lasting from 12 to 24 months.  Some of these activities could be performed 
simultaneously to reduce the overall duration of construction.  During this time, Metro will 
implement mitigation measures to protect the Little Tokyo community and its businesses.  
Other cut and cover areas include the 2nd/Broadway station site, the 2nd/Hope Street station site, 
and Flower Street from Wilshire Boulevard to 4th Street.  Cut and cover construction would 
involve temporary concrete decking that could be placed over the cut following the first part of 
excavation to allow traffic to pass above.  Other than the temporary decking, cut and cover 
activities would not be visible above grade.  The 2nd/Hope Street station site could also be 
constructed using sequential excavation method (SEM).  Application of the SEM would have less 
surface interruption than cut and cover, since the excavation would be performed mostly 
underground and accessed via a vertical shaft.  The other portions of the tunnel would be 
excavated using tunnel boring machines to minimize disruption, noise, dirt, and other negative 
impacts.  Street and sidewalk access would be maintained continuously  
throughout construction. 

Refinements have been made to the Locally Preferred Alternative since publication of the Draft 
EIS/EIR.  These refinements would reduce the extent of cut and cover activities and associated 
street lane and sidewalk closures.  No cut and cover would occur on 2nd Street in Little Tokyo, 
and the tunnel under Flower Street between 3rd and 4th Streets would be excavated using a tunnel 
boring machine instead of cut and cover. 
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Response to Comment AL2-4 

As described in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered, and Section 4.18, Construction Impacts, of 
this Final EIS/EIR, since publication of the Draft EIS/EIR, alignment refinements have been 
made to reduce the amount of cut and cover activities in the Little Tokyo area, and to reduce the 
extent of acquisitions needed on the block bounded by 1st Street, Central Avenue, 2nd Street, and 
Alameda Street.  Most of the parking spaces on the block would be retained, and Metro would 
provide temporary replacement parking during construction as needed.  The construction 
durations shown in Table 4.18-2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and Table 4.18-1 of this Final EIS/EIR are 
worst-case estimates that include the potential for delays, and Metro is working to shorten them.  
Metro recently completed a similar tunneling project on the Eastside Extension Phase 1 within 
schedule and budget. 

Metro recognizes the significance of Little Tokyo to Japanese Americans nationwide, and 
expressed the community’s importance in Section 4.17.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final 
EIS/EIR.  Metro will enact the mitigation measures shown in the Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR to offset 
adverse business and community impacts during the construction process. 

Response to Comment AL2-5 

The Regional Connector is part of SCAG’s 2008 Regional Transportation Plan as a strategic 
transit system expansion project.  The project is being built as part of a comprehensive long-
term public transit design.  The purpose of the project is to improve the region’s public transit 
service and mobility by connecting the light rail service of the Metro Gold Line to the Metro Blue 
Line and the Metro Expo Line.  This link would serve communities across the region, allowing 
greater accessibility while serving population and employment growth in downtown Los Angeles. 

Response to Comment AL2-6 

Comment acknowledged.  Metro has responded to all comments received on the Draft EIS/EIR 
during the public comment period, which are contained herein as part of this Final EIS/EIR.  
Please refer to Responses to Comments AL2-1 through AL2-5, above, for detailed responses 
regarding concerns raised by the commenter.  Please refer to the Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative in Chapter 8 of this Final EIS/EIR 
regarding mitigation measures that will be implemented as part of the Locally  
Preferred Alternative. 
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