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Attention:

Antonlo R. Villaraigosa, Mayor, City of Los Angeles

Gloria Molina, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 1* District

Michael D. Antonovich, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 5t District
Don Knabe, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 4t District

Zaev Yaroslavsky, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 31 District
Mark Ridley-Thomas, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 2 District
MTA Board of Directors

We, the residents of Savoy in Little Tokyo, represented by the Savoy Homenwners’ Assoclation,
hereby oppose the MTA Reglona! Connector underground alipnment crossing 17 and Alameda 5S¢,
As d community of 500+ property owners znd residents in 303 units facing this intersection, we
stand to Jose much because of this project: depressed property values during construction,
permanent loss of businessés, inéréased traffic, and increased air and noise pollution from
construction and trains, respectively. The extreme designs for the surfacing of the train and the
intersection threaten cur property aind quality of life. We have already sustained three years of
road closures and construction for the Gold Line Extension. We applaud the conventicnal and
uncbtrusive design of the Gold line route and welcome the addition of a new Metro station to our
neighborhood.

The proposed underground alignment for the Regional Connector, on the ather hand, would
surround the building in yet another round of heavy construction and place trains running on TWO
sides of our building, forcing residents to use a bridge just to crass the street. Our residents facing
Alameda will see their views of LA street life forever altered by the presence of 2 hole gaing into the
ground and tralns surfacing every 1.30 minutes. Finally, the Regional Connector will create an
artifictal boundary effectively isolating us from the historic and significant LA community we are so
proud to be a part of, '

We understand the need for the Regional Connector, but we simply cannot accept this development
in its present form; the impact on our community is toa severe. We irnplore you and the MTA to And
another way.

Sincerely,

The Residents of the Savoy
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OPPOSITION LETTER

Attention: Antonio R. Villaraigosa, Mayor, City of Los Angeles
Michael D. Antonovich, Los Angele County Supervisor, 5% District
Don Knabe, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 4™ District
Zaev Yaroslavsky, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 3" District
Mark Ridley-Thomas, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 2™ District
Gloria Molina, Los Angeles County Supervisor, 1% District

We, the patrons, businesses and community members of Little Tokyo, hereby list our signatures
below to oppose Metro Regional Connector’s underground, or light rail project, which will run
through our beloved community. The Metro Regional Connector is only a thoroughfare along
2™ Street and emerges onto 1% and Alameda. It offers no stops along the way. This will threaten
long time established businesses, forcing closures and loss of jobs, due to 3-5 years of
construction; as well as visitors and tourists seeking accessibility elsewhere. Many Japanese
senior citizens who reside in Littie Tokyo will not be able to cross the street safely. The Metro
line will delineate resident’s from their current lifestyle, which will segregate them from
everyday shopping, community centeis and temples/churches of worship. 2" Street is very
narrow and should not be allowed for Metro’s proposed commuter transportation.

We ask that you and your constituents reconsider this project and find other routes that will not
destroy our community. ' :

We hereby oppose this project as presented below:

ﬁ.—uoﬂ@u L) 4 ﬁf\‘, 41 04 T/o Kb —o06

Print Name Sipnature- " Date Phone No.
Print Name _ - Signanne | Date Phone No.
-Print Name Signature Date Phone No.
Print Name Signature _ Date Phone No.
Print Name Signature Date * Phone No.
Print Name Signature ' Date Phone No.
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Responses to Comments from the Savoy Homeowners Association

Response to Comment CN10-1

This letter and the signature pages are included herein as part of this Final EIS/EIR. This Final
EIS/EIR also includes refinements to the Locally Preferred Alternative presented in the Draft
EIS/EIR that reduce construction impacts both in Little Tokyo and other parts of the project area
(see Chapter 2). The Locally Preferred Alternative involves reconstruction of a portion of the
Metro Gold Line underground, including the tracks at the 1* and Alameda intersection. All
trains would run underground or in an open-cut portal in the vicinity of the Savoy complex. This
would reduce train activity on the surface in front of the building. The rail infrastructure and
trains would be less visibly noticeable than the current at-grade Metro Gold Line. No pedestrian
bridges in Little Tokyo are proposed as part of the Locally Preferred Alternative. Metro will
continue to work with the community throughout project construction. Metro believes that the
mitigation measures presented in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the
Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR would minimize project impacts to
the extent feasible, including business loss, traffic congestion, air pollution, and noise. It should
also be noted that light rail trains are powered by electricity, and do not generate air pollution in
the vicinity of the vehicles.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report

F2-419
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Japanese American National Museum

October 15, 2010

Ms. Dolores Roybal-Saltarelli

Project Manager

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
One Gateway Plaza, MS 99-22-2

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Ms. Roybal-Saltarelli:

The Japanese American National Museum is appreciative for the opportunity to
provide its position on Metro’s proposed Regional Connector and, more
specifically, on the Draft Environmental Impact Study and Environmental Impact
Report (Draft EIS/EIR) for the Regional Connector Transit Corridor Study which
was first released on September 3, 2010.

Given the magnitude of the proposed project and the direct impact on the
Japanese American National Museum’s facilities (located at the corner of
Alameda and First Street) and operations, the Board of Trustees wants to convey
the following to Metro:

1)

2)

Of the proposed build options listed in the Draft EIS/EIR, the Japanese
American National Museum believes the Fully Underground Alternative is
the best choice in terms of long-term economic, social, environmental,
and public benefit to the local and greater community. By constructing
the Regional Connector entirely underground, Metro would mitigate
potential problems of great concern to the National Museum, such as
safety, noise and traffic. The commitment to construct a Little Tokyo
station is of primary importance. Given the potential disruption to Little
Tokyo during a construction period that could span four years or more, it
would be unjust if the community does not receive a commensurate
benefit when the project is completed. The National Museum deems the
Little Tokyo station as an essential part of the proposed project.

The two other build options, the At-Grade Emphasis and the Underground
Emphasis, are both problematical for the National Museum. Because the
light rail lines would run at-grade, traffic will continuously be disrupted,
creating hazards for pedestrians trying to visit our facilities and producing
an unhealthy environment filled with noise pollution. One scenario has as

CN11
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3)

4)

many as 24 trains an hour running adjacent to the Museum’s Pavilion and
the Museum’s tenant, Chado Tea Room. The two other build proposals
would require the excavation of Alameda Street, adjacent to the
Museum’s Pavilion and Chado Tea Room. Such a development would
inhibit access to the Museum’s underground garage, loading dock, and
bus loading zones on First Street and Alameda, jeopardizing thousands of
student visits as well as normal operations for the institution.

The National Museum, while expressing its preference for the Fully
Underground Alternative, has grave concerns on how the project and its
lengthy construction period will affect the stability of the institution. There
are three major areas in which the National Museum will be severely
impacted by the construction of the Regional Connector:

a. access to the Museum;
b. facilities/operations; and
c. business revenue.

Mitigation for each area is essential to ensure that the Museum may
continue day-to-day operations without suffering an increased burden
on its finances and human resources and to compensate for any lost
revenue due to construction circumstances that prevent the Museum
from doing business with visitors and event rental clients. The National
Museum is concerned about its members and visitors not being able to
visit its facilities. The perception alone that access is difficult is enough
to decrease the institution’s attendance. For facilities, increased wear-
and-tear on its HVAC (Heating, Ventiation & Air Conditioning)
equipment, specifically in regard to air filtration systems, ventilation
shafts and rooftop condenser coils due to dust and debris from
construction are enormous expenses. Also of major concern is the
likelihood of utility service disruptions, including electrical power,
natural gas, plumbing and telecom. The construction will likely inhibit
the Museum’s ability to host visitors and event rental clients, of which
the Museum depends for operating revenue. Construction noise and
lack of accessibility will greatly reduce the appeal and logistical ability
for the Museum to rent event space for meetings, lectures, seminars
and receptions. Renting location space for events and media
productions constitute an important stream of earned income for the
Museum. Noise and accessibility challenges will certainly make the
location undesirable and the Museum would lose that revenue source.

The Japanese American National Museum seeks assurances from Metro
that it will be responsive to these concerns and will engage in direct
discussions throughout the process and duration of construction. Given

CN11

cont'd
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the length of the project, direct communication with Metro leadership
and staff will be crucial to facilitating resolution of any challenges. The
National Museum is gratified by the amount of cooperation shown by
Metro since the proposed Regional Connector project was made public
and believes that continued cooperation with the wilingness to seek new,
innovative solutions will be the key to making the project successful for all
involved.

The Japanese American National Museum looks forward to working with Metro
to find ways to handle the challenges that lie ahead.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Akemi Kikumura Yano Gordon Yamate
President & CEO Chairman of the Board of

Trustees

CN11
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Responses to Comments from Japanese American National Museum, Yano,
Akemi Kikumura

Response to Comment CN11-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment CN11-2

The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground
LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. This alternative includes a new underground
station on the block bounded by 1% Street, Central Avenue, 2™ Street, and Alameda Street.

Response to Comment CN11-3

Comment noted. Metro will ensure that access to the museum, including bus loading areas, is
maintained during construction. The Locally Preferred Alternative would not involve at-grade
train operations at 1" and Alameda Streets like the At-Grade Emphasis LRT Alternative and
Underground Emphasis LRT Alternative would have.

Response to Comment CN11-4

Preference for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The Metro Board of Directors
voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally
Preferred Alternative. Metro will provide replacement parking during construction on the
Mangrove property to offset displaced parking spaces and help maintain access to the museum
and other destinations nearby. Pedestrian and automobile access to the museum will be
maintained during operating hours throughout the construction phase of the project, and Metro
will ensure that visitors remain able to access the museum. Mitigation measures to assist
businesses and organizations, including the Japanese American National Museum, are included
in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative
(Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR. Metro will work to minimize any utility service disruptions,
and will notify the community in advance should any brief outages be necessary. Metro will
repair any inadvertent damage to private property that occurs as a result of construction,
including heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems. Metro will work to
establish construction schedules around important community events at the museum so as to
accommodate the museum’s need to utilize its outdoor spaces. Barriers will be placed around
construction staging areas to minimize the visual and noise impacts of construction activities.

Response to Comment CN11-5

Metro intends to engage in direct discussions with the museum throughout the construction
phase and will be responsive to the museum'’s concerns. Metro agrees that direct
communication will be crucial to resolving challenges. Metro looks forward to the continued
involvement of the museum.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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MATIONAL EDUCATION CENTER

October 15, 2010

Ms. Dolores Roybal-Saltarelli

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
One Gateway Plaza, MS 99-22-2

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Via email: regionalconnector@metro.net

RE: Comments on Draft EIS/EIR for Regional Connector
Dear Ms. Roybal-Saltarelli:

Go For Broke National Education Center (GFBNEC) is a 501(c)(3) established by
second-generation Japanese American or Nisei veterans of World War Il. Qur founders
and supporters were soldiers of the 100" Infantry Battalion, 442" Regimental Combat
Team and Military Intelligence Service, the heroic units recently designated by
Congress to collectively receive its highest civilian honor, the Congressional Gold
Medal. Our programs include:
¢« Hanashi Oral Histories, an archive of more than 1,000 interviews that we've
conducted with Nisei or second-generation Japanese American veterans that is
the largest of its kind in the nation, and
e an educational curriculum for history and social studies classes that we support
with teacher training nationwide and that is offered to students in California,
Hawaii, Maryland, Washington, D.C. and Virginia. 1
In addition, we serve as a resource center for academics, journalists, historians,
documentary and film producers, journalists, writers and others. Our symbol is the Go
For Broke Monument, a lasting reminder of the U.S. Constitution's guarantees of civil
liberties to Americans of all races and ethnic backgrounds that stands in Little Tokyo off
of Temple Street at Alameda near MOCA's Geffen Contemporary Museum.

GFBNEC has raised millions of dollars, including funding from Congress and the State
of California, for the development and planning of a new Go For Broke National
Education Center to be built adjacent to the Go For Broke Monument.

On behalf of the veterans, our GFBNEC Board of Directors and our Board of Governors,
we join fellow members of the Little Tokyo Community Council (LTCC) in urging the
Metropolitan Transit Authority to adopt the Fully Underground Alternative as the only  HEADQUIRTERS
acceptable build option, with the caveat that critical mitigation measures be part of the e e
plan. This option is the Locally Preferred Alternative. It addresses more of our

HAWAII REGIONAL OFFICE
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Go For Broke

MATIONAL EDUCATION CENTER

concerns about environmental, economic, social and cultural impacts on our existing Go
For Broke Monument, our future National Education Center and the Little Tokyo
community than any of the other alternatives examined by the DEIS/EIR, with the
exceptions of the no-build alternatives. We also support Metro's finding that “the Draft
EIS/EIR does designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative...as a staff
recommended Preferred Alternative based on the technical analysis...and input
received from the community.” 1

cont'd
The veterans and GFBNEC agree, as stated in the Draft EIS/EIR, that the Fully
Underground Alternative “was developed to best address community concerns
simultaneous with cost, operational, and design concerns.” The Draft EIS/EIR also
shows this option to be the best performing alternative from a ridership, travel time
savings, environmental, noise, safety, cost-effectiveness and social impact perspective.
Over time, we believe the fully Underground Alternative will also be the most prudent
choice fiscally. In contrast, other alternatives, with the exceptions of the no-build
alternatives, pose significant, disproportionate impacts on our Go For Broke Monument,
our National Education Center, the Little Tokyo community and, ultimately, the City of
Los Angeles.

We also agree with our fellow LTCC members that our support for the Fully
Underground Alternative is contingent on satisfactory acceptance of LTCC's proposed
mitigation measures identified on April 27, 2010. The other alternatives, with the
exceptions of the no-build alternatives, pose significant disproportionate impacts on our 2
Go For Broke Monument, our National Education Center and Little Tokyo that are
unacceptable. Little Tokyo is one of three remaining Japan Towns in America and is a
vibrant part of the Downtown Los Angeles renaissance.

We also agree with LTCC that the Draft EIS/EIR is incorrect in its assessment of the
impacts of the At-Grade Emphasis and Underground Emphasis alternatives. The draft
understates the environmental impacts on the Little Tokyo community of the grade
separations required along Alameda Street that would physically bisect the Little Tokyo
community, potential impacts if tunnel boring were to be initiated from 2"%/Central, and 3
the aesthetic impacts associated with at-grade LRT operations through our community.
As such, these two alternatives would place disproportionate burdens on a minority
community in the areas of Transit Service Equity Deterioration and Community and
Meighborhood Impacts.

HEADOUARTERS
370 Amapols Ave St 110
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Go For Broks

MNATIOMAL EDUCATION CENTER

The At-Grade Emphasis is especially objectionable to GFBNEC. Running at street level
on Temple Street to Alameda, tracks and right-of-way would take up most of the parking
lot area north of the Geffen at the corner of Temple and Alameda Streets. The inward
curve of the two sets of tracks would be very close to the Go For Broke Monument and
would significantly encroach into our GFBNEC building site. In addition, if the LA City
Department of Transportation requires more right-of-way for safety reasons as we've
been told that it may do, the At-Grade Emphasis would take away most of our building 4
site. This street-level option would have detrimental effects on GFBNEC's plans and on
work now underway. Frequent trains would make it impossible to hold veterans’
celebrations at the Go For Broke Monument or to use the long-awaited Art Park for
special events. It would also make it unlikely that buses filled with school children or 80
and 90-year-old veterans would be able to enter or exit from our new Go For Broke
National Education Center on Temple Street.

GFBNEC further agrees with LTCC that it is critical for Metro to establish a broader
safety net for Little Tokyo businesses and institutions, and that boring must begin at the 5
vacant parcel on 2" Street between Flower and Hope Streets to minimize impacts of

construction on daily life in our Little Tokyo community and on access to our community.
And we agree that it is important for Metro to formalize a process for the Little Tokyo

Community to have a continuing voice regarding these issues throughout design, 6
engineering and construction of the Regional Connector. —

On behalf of the veterans, GFBNEC Board of Directors and GFBNEC Board of
Governors, thank you for your consideration. We look forward to continuing to work 7
with Metro to move forward with this project and develop effective mitigation measures
that will address our own and our community’s concerns.

Sincerely,

Wﬁ,}

Michael Ozawa
Chairman of the Board
GFBNEC

CC:
Bill Watanabe, Chair, Little Tokyo Community Council and Board of Directors

HEADQUARTERS

370 Amapala Ave. Ste 110

phiftax: B)E-585-B484
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Responses to Comments from Go For Broke National Education Center,
Ozawa, Michael

Response to Comment CN12-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. Appropriate candidate mitigation measures
identified in the Draft EIS/EIR for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative have been refined and
confirmed in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred
Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR.

Response to Comment CN12-2
Comment acknowledged.

Response to Comment CN12-3

The impacts of the proposed pedestrian bridge and roadway underpass in Little Tokyo were
discussed in Sections 4.17.3.3.2 and 4.17.3.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR,
respectively. The potential impacts of beginning tunnel boring machine operations at 2™ and
Central were described in Section 4.18.3.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Impacts were adequately
analyzed in the Draft EIS/EIR. Disproportionate impacts on the Little Tokyo community were
analyzed in Section 4.17, Environmental Justice, of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The refined Locally Preferred Alternative would
not involve construction of any pedestrian bridges or roadway underpasses in Little Tokyo, and
would not involve starting tunnel boring machine operations at 2™ and Central. Tunnel boring
machine operations would instead begin at the Mangrove property as indicated in Section 4.18,
Construction Impacts, of this Final EIS/EIR which is farther from the center of Little Tokyo and
would involve fewer impacts.

Response to Comment CN12-4

Metro recognized the proximity of the proposed At-Grade Emphasis LRT Alternative alignment
to the Go For Broke Monument in Section 4.1.4.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR.
The alternative’s potential traffic access impacts to the Go For Broke Monument were identified
in Section 4.17.3.3.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR. This alternative is not being
pursued for further study. The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate
the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The Locally Preferred
Alternative alignment would not use any part of the lot containing the Go For Broke Monument,
and would run along the opposite side of Alameda Street in an underground configuration.

Response to Comment CN12-5

Metro will implement the mitigation measures shown in the Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR with the
goal of minimizing impacts to businesses and institutions affected by the project. As part of the
refinements made to the Locally Preferred Alternative in response to public comments on the
Draft EIS/EIR, Metro is no longer considering inserting tunnel boring machines from the

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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2"/Central Avenue station or the 2"/Hope Street station sites. Instead, the tunnel boring
machine would be inserted from the Mangrove property, which is farther from the center of
Little Tokyo. This refinement would reduce impacts to the Little Tokyo community and its
businesses. Metro will have at least one project office in the Little Tokyo community, and staff
will be available via a 24-hour hotline to ensure the minimization of impacts

during construction.

Response to Comment CN12-6

Comment acknowledged. Metro will create a Regional Connector Community Leadership
Council a committee, consisting of local business and property owners, to streamline Metro’s
communication with all communities affected by the project and respond to their concerns
during construction of the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment CN12-7

Thank you for your comment. Metro has met and will continue to meet with the Little Tokyo
community groups regarding the Regional Connector Transit Corridor project. During
preparation of this Final EIS/EIR, Metro held meetings with community groups, which included
the Little Tokyo community, and identified municipal leaders to guide them in the decision-
making process as it relates to the proposed station locations, alignment options, and
anticipated mitigation measures. Input from the community was incorporated into the
refinement of the Locally Preferred Alternative and the mitigation measures presented in this
Final EIS/EIR.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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October 18, 2010

Via Email & U.S. Mail
RegionalConnector@Metro.net

Ms. Dolores Roybal-Saltarelli

Los Angeles County

Metropolitan Transportation Authority
One Gateway Plaza, MS 99-22-2

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re:  Comments of East West Players on Draft EIS/EIR for Regional Connector
Dear Ms. Roybal-Saltarelli:

On behalf of East West Players (“EWP”), | am submitting comments on the
Draft EIS/EIR for the proposed Regional Connector.

By way of introduction, EWP is the nation’s largest producing organization of
Asian American artistic work and the longest-running professional theater of color in
the country. EWP performs in a 240-seat theater in a restored, historic building once
known as the Union Church of Los Angeles, now the Union Center for the Arts. The
Union Center, which also houses EWP’s administrative offices, is located at 120 John
John Aiso Street near the corner of First and San Pedro Streets in the heart of the
historic Little Tokyo District in downtown Los Angeles. The Union Center’s parking
lot is shared with the Go for Broke Monument, the Geffen Contemporary at MOCA and
the Japanese American National Museum.

EWP is a member of the Little Tokyo Community Council (“LTCC”) and has
participated in the prior discussions that Metro has had with Little Tokyo community
stakeholders concerning the proposed Regional Connector. EWP fully supports
LTCC’s position on this issue and joins in LTCC’s comments dated October 1, 2010 on
the Draft EIS/EIR. Specifically, EWP strongly urges Metro to adopt the Fully

Underground LRT Alternative for the proposed Regional Connector as it is the only
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option that adequately addresses the environmental, economic, social and cultural impacts to the

community.

The balance of this letter addresses a few comments specific to EWP and the potential impact

the proposed Regional Connector may have on EWP.

Through its main stage productions, Actors Conservatory, David Henry Hwang Writers
Institute and other programs, EWP is a cultural and economic engine for Little Tokyo and the
surrounding downtown area. Surveys confirm that over 70% of our patrons visit local restaurants and

shops before and/or after attending EWP performances.

Because most of our patrons arrive at the theater via private cars, EWP’s main concerns about
the proposed Regional Connector is that automobile traffic in the downtown area not be unduly
hindered during the construction phase, that access to the Union Center be maintained at all times and
that parking in Little Tokyo be preserved as much as reasonably practicable. EWP understands that
LTCC has advocated for Metro to implement construction/traffic mitigation measures in addition to
those already contemplated in the Draft EIS/EIR, and we join those recommendations.

Moreover, upon the completion of the proposed Regional Connector utilizing the Fully
Underground Alternative, EWP’s patrons will be able to reach the theater using various light rail lines,
thus potentially reducing traffic. Many of EWP’s patrons reside in Los Angeles’ West Side (West LA,
Culver City, Beverly Hills, Santa Monica, etc.), South Bay (Gardena, Torrance) and San Gabriel
Valley (Pasadena, Monterey Park, Alhambra). The proposed Regional Connector will fulfill the goal
stated in the Executive Summary of connecting the spokes of Metro’s expanding rail lines and
providing a “one seat ride,” via the Blue, Gold and Expo lines, from home to the theater for many of

EWP’s patrons.

Given the importance of EWP to Little Tokyo’s cultural and economic life, and the impact that
the proposed Regional Connector can have on EWP, we believe it would be appropriate to include a
specific reference to EWP in the final EIS/EIR as follows and as reflected in the attached pages:

--In Chapter 4, “Environmental Analysis, Consequences and Mitigation,” Section 4.3.2.4.6
Little Tokyo, the following (or similar) sentence should be inserted immediately before the final

sentence of the third paragraph: --

cont'd
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East West Players, the largest and oldest Asian American theater organization in the country, is located 4 .
cont'

across from the Geffen Contemporary and the Go For Broke Monument.

--In Appendix O, “Community and Neighborhood Impacts,” Section 4.9.6 Little Tokyo, on

page 21 before the last sentence of the third paragraph, insert the following (or similar) sentence:

East West Players, the nation’s largest and oldest producing organization of Asian American 5
artistic works, is housed in the historic Union Church Building (now the Union Center for the

Arts) located across from the Geffen Contemporary and the Go For Broke Monument.

In conclusion, East West Players thanks Metro for this opportunity to comment on the draft
EIS/EIR and reiterates its support for the staff recommended Preferred Alternative of the Fully 6
Underground LRT Alternative for the proposed Regional Connector. Please do not hesitate to contact

me if you require any further information.

Sincerely,

Tim Dang
Producing Artistic Director

cC: EWP Board of Directors

F2-431
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Responses to Comments from East West Players, Dang, Tim

Response to Comment CN13-1

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. Please refer to Responses to Comments CN13-2
through CN13-6, below, for detailed responses regarding concerns raised by the commenter.

Response to Comment CN13-2

As indicated in Chapter 3, Transportation Impacts and Mitigation, and Section 4.18,
Construction Impacts, of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR, during construction of the
Locally Preferred Alternative significant traffic impacts would occur due to temporary lane
closures and installation of decking above proposed stations. Mitigation has been incorporated
to reduce traffic impacts associated with construction of the Locally Preferred Alternative to the
maximum extent feasible. Nonetheless, traffic impacts associated with construction of the
Locally Preferred Alternative would be significant and unavoidable. However, access to Union
Station would be maintained.

On-street and off-street parking impacts were discussed in Chapter 3, Transportation Impacts
and Mitigation, and Section 4.2, Displacement and Relocation, of the Draft EIS/EIR and this
Final EIS/EIR, respectively. Appropriate candidate mitigation measures to reduce parking
impacts associated with the Locally Preferred Alternative were identified in the Draft EIS/EIR and
confirmed in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred
Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR. Examples of parking mitigation include
development of a parking mitigation and circulation plan by the contractor in coordination with
Metro and the City of Los Angeles; possible sequencing of construction activities so that
multiple blocks of on-street parking are not temporarily removed at one time; and any unmet
demand for parking spaces eliminated from the northern portion of the block bounded by 1*
Street, Central Avenue, 2" Street, and Alameda Street shall be replaced with spaces within one
block of the land uses that rely on those spaces, or through a combination of strategies
identified in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred
Alternative.

Response to Comment CN13-3

Comment acknowledged. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Response to Comment CN13-4

Comment acknowledged. The following sentence has been added to Section 4.3.2.4.6 of this
Final EIS/EIR:

The Go For Broke Monument, located Nerth-north of The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA at
Temple and Alameda Streets is a monument dedicated to the Japanese-American veterans of
World War Il. East West Players, the largest and oldest Asian American theater organization in
the country, is located across from The Geffen Contemporary and the Go For Broke Monument,

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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in the Union Church Building (now the Union Center for the Arts). Little Tokyo also houses the
Little Tokyo Service Center that provides affordable housing and community services to
residents of the area.

Response to Comment CN13-5

Comment acknowledged. The following sentence has been added to Section 4.3.2.4.6 of this
Final EIS/EIR instead of Appendix O, Community and Neighborhood Impacts
Technical Memorandum:

East West Players, the largest and oldest Asian American theater organization in the country, is
located across from The Geffen Contemporary and the Go For Broke Monument, in the Union
Church Building (now the Union Center for the Arts). Little Tokyo also houses the Little Tokyo
Service Center that provides affordable housing and community services to residents of the area.

Response to Comment CN13-6

Thank you for your comment. Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted. The
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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October 18, 2010

Submitted by email

Ms. Dolores Roybal Saltarelli

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
One Gateway Plaza, M5 99-22-2

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Email: roybald@metro.net

Re: Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project Draft EIR

Dear Ms; Saltarelli:

On behalf of the Los Angeles Conservancy, thank you for the opportunity to comment on
Metro’s Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project Draft EIR (DEIR). The Los Angeles
Conservancy is the largest local historic preservation organization in the United States, with over
6,000 members throughout the Los Angeles area. Established in 1978, the Conservancy works
to preserve and revitalize the significant architectural heritage of Los Angeles County. We 1
commend Metro for its thorough survey of historic resources within the Area of Potential Effect,
and believe the Regional Connector is an important project for the continued vitality of
downtown. We submit the following comments to ensure that adverse impacts to historic and
cultural resources are minimized as Metro selects its locally preferred alternative and as the
project advances through completion.

1. At-Grade Emphasis LRT Alternative

In the analysis of the three build alternatives, At-Grade Emphasis, Underground Emphasis, and
Fully Underground, the DEIR identifies a direct adverse impact on a historic resource with the
At-Grade Emphasis alternative. As proposed, the train tracks for this alternative would “punch”
through the south wall of the National Register-eligible 2" Street Tunnel before continuing east
through the tunnel toward Hill Street.

Completed in 1924, the 2™ Street Tunnel was the fourth in a sequence of significant tunnels built 2
by the City of Los Angeles to ease traffic congestion in the early 20® century. With the
demolition of the Broadway and Hill tunnels, and the subsequent alteration of 3rd Street Tunnel
in the 1960s, 2™ Street is the only remaining tunnel in this group that retains its original
appearance, With a brick-arch construction method and a rusticated, Classical Revival-style
portal at the eastern (Hill Street) end, the most notable feature of the tunnel is its sleek, white-
tiled line interior that is instantaneously recognizable in countless films and automobile
commercials.

523 West Sixth Street, Suite 826, Los Angeles, California goo14 1 213 623 2480 & 213 623 3909
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While the majority of the 2™ Street Tunnel would remain, we concur with the DEIR finding that
punching through the tunnel’s tile-lined wall would constitute an adverse effect under the federal
Section 106 regulations as well as under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
Although the HABS/HAER documentation is a fairly common mitigation measure adopted
under Section 106 review, CEQA sets the bar higher by requiring the lead agency to evaluate and
adopt all feasible alternatives and mitigation measures that avoid or reduce impacts on historic
resources. As feasible alternatives exist that avoid impacts to the 2™ Street Tunnel in the form of
the Underground Emphasis and Fully Underground alternatives, the Conservancy urges Metro
not to adopt the At-Grade Emphasis as the locally preferred alternative.

II. Underground Emphasis and Fully Underground LRT Alternatives

Under all options for the Underground Emphasis and Fully Underground alternatives, the block
bounded by 1* Street, Alameda, 2™ Street, and Central Avenue would be taken and all buildings
demolished, including the California Register-eligible building at 416 East 1% Street. Located at
the southwest corner of 1¥ Street and Alameda, the one-story building dates from the early
twentieth century but is best known and culturally significant as the location of the Atomic Café.
Owners Minoru and Ito Matoba first opened their curiously-named restaurant at another location
in Little Tokyo one year after the bombing of Nagaski and Hiroshima, and moved it to 416 East
1% Street in 1965. At this location, the Atomic Café was popular with intellectuals as a late night
hang-out, and under the direction of the Matobas® daughter, Nancy, became a destination for the
emerging punk rock music scene in the 1970s and 1980s. The building today houses Sefior Fish,
which continues the decades-long tradition as a gathering place for an eclectic crowd of artists,
musicians, and intellectuals.

a. DEIR fails to evaluate alternatives that substantially lessen adverse impacts

As mentioned above, it is well established under CEQA that documentation does not
meaningfully reduce the impacts of demolition of historic resources. As recognized by the court
in League for Protection of Oakland’s Architectural and Historic Resources v. City of Oakland
(1997) 52 Cal. App.4™ 896, “A large historical structure, once demolished, normally cannot be
adequately replaced by reports and commemorative markers.” Therefore, the demolition of the
Atomic Café/Sefior Fish building would constitute a significant adverse impact under CEQA,
and the lead agency is required to evaluate and adopt all feasible alternatives and mitigation
measures that avoid or reduce impacts on historic resources.

The DEIR erroneously concludes that documentation was sufficient mitigation under CEQA and
fails to evaluate any potentially feasible preservation altematives to demolition. To ensure
adequacy of the environmental documents, the Final EIR must evaluate the feasibility of
relocating the train egress/ingress portal in the Underground Emphasis and the underground
station in the Fully Underground alterative to avoid demolition of the Atomic Café/Sefior Fish
building. Since the building is located on the corner of the block, we believe that this could be
accommodated.

IIl1. Effectiveness of Proposed Mitigation Measures to Avoid Potential Construction
Impacts

CN14

cont'd
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Several historic resources along the route of all build alternatives have been identified as
vulnerable to differential settlement and/or damage from ground-borne vibration during
construction. In particular, the proximity of the routes to St. Vibiana Cathedral, which dates to
1876, and the 1910 Higgins Building should be studied. Previous Metro projects have resulted 4
in damage to historic resources from such construction effects and it is unclear whether similar cont'd
pre- and post-construction surveys, geotechnical and vibration investigation and monitoring,
building protection measures, and contractor requirements near historic resources were
employed. We request additional information concerning lessons learned from prior Metro
projects such as the Red and Gold Lines, and examples of comparable projects in which the
proposed mitigation measures have been utilized successfully.

We also urge Metro to include an additional mitigation measure committing to repair substantial
damage attributable to the construction of the Regional Connection as determined through the
proposed monitoring. Such repairs should conform to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 5
and should be overseen by a qualified architectural historian or preservation architect in
consultation with the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources. L

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project
Draft EIR. Please feel free to contact me at (213) 430-4211 or fchou@laconservancy.org should
you have any questions.

Sincerely,

e Lo

Flora Chou
Preservation Advocate
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Responses to Comments from Los Angeles Conservancy, Chou, Flora

Response to Comment CN14-1

Thank you for your comment. Please refer to Responses to Comments CN14-2 through CN14-5,
below, for detailed responses to concerns raised by the commenter regarding historic and
cultural resources.

Response to Comment CN14-2

Comment acknowledged. On October 28, 2010, the Metro Board of Directors voted to
designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The
alignment of the Fully Underground LRT Alternative does not travel through the 2" Street Tunnel
as with the At-Grade Emphasis LRT Alternative.

Response to Comment CN14-3

Metro appreciates the comments from the Los Angeles Conservancy and the Office of Historic
Resources regarding the development of mitigation measures for the impacts to the S. Kamada
Restaurant, Atomic Café, Sefior Fish, and Coast Imports building. Although the facts of the
case for the Office of Historic Preservation and the League for Protection of Oakland’s
Architectural and Historic Resources v City of Oakland differ in that Metro is already developing
an EIR for this project. The Draft EIS/EIR did include alternatives that avoided impacts to the S.
Kamada Restaurant, Atomic Café, Sefior Fish, and Coast Imports building. However, the
Locally Preferred Alternative identified in this Final EIS/EIR would require acquisition of the S.
Kamada Restaurant, Atomic Café, Sefior Fish, and Coast Imports building property. The S.
Kamada Restaurant, Atomic Café, Sefior Fish, and Coast Imports building has been significantly
altered from its original condition and does not meet the criteria for architectural historic
significance. However, this location played an important role in California history as the
commenter points out. Metro agrees that mitigation is required for the change to the property.
Metro also agrees that additional mitigation measures are warranted to mitigate for the impacts
to this historic resource and that the proposed additional mitigation, while not required to reach
the CEQA determination in the Draft EIS/EIR, would reinforce that determination. Metro has
developed additional mitigation measures to enhance reduction of the impacts to a less than
significant level and to be responsive to these comments. These include Metro offering the
building for a period of one year following certification of this Final EIS/EIR for the price of one
dollar to any party willing to move the building off of the 1*/Central Avenue station site at their
own expense. Should no parties come forward, Metro would incorporate materials from the
building into the project facilities. Metro would also offer to provide an exhibit commemorating
the Atomic Cafe at the Japanese American National Museum or other suitable location,
including exploring incorporating such an exhibit into the proposed 1%/Central Avenue station;
and developing an individual Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering
Record (HABS/HAER) submission. Section 4.12, Historic Resources, of this Final EIS/EIR and
the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter
8) have been updated accordingly with the new mitigation measures. Please also refer to
Response to Comment AL3-101.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
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Response to Comment CN14-4

Metro utilizes industry standards that are particular to California in identifying mitigation
measures for potential ground-borne vibration and settlement near historic and non-historic
resources during construction. These measures were identified in Section 4.7, Noise and
Vibration, and Section 4.12, Historic Resources, of the Draft EIS/EIR and have been refined and
confirmed in this Final EIS/EIR. These measures have been utilized on the Metro Red Line
North Hollywood extension and the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension where Metro completed
two miles of tunnel with almost zero settlement near historic and culturally significant structures
such as the Boyle Hotel at 1% and Boyle Streets which was built in 1889. In addition, structures
at 2130 East 1 Street, Hollenbeck Masonic Lodge, 2415 East 1" Street and 2001-2009 were
among some of the historic structures along the alignment where a tunnel boring machine,
specifically an earth pressure balance (EPB) machine, was used successfully to limit

ground settlement.

Response to Comment CN14-5

Metro has included this measure in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the
Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR. Metro will further stipulate that
whatever repairs that are done to damaged historic properties are implemented in a manner
consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. Metro has consulted
with the California State Historic Preservation Officer and other consulting parties concerning
this measure and its inclusion in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the
Locally Preferred Alternative and the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the project.

Regional Connector Transit Corridor
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report





