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Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report 

CN6 

Responses to Comments from Japanese American Cultural and Community 
Center, Aihara, Chris 

Response to Comment CN6-1 

Comment acknowledged. 

Response to Comment CN6-2 

Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative and the Little Tokyo Community Council 
proposed mitigation measures is noted.  The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 
2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. 

Response to Comment CN6-3 

The impacts of the proposed pedestrian bridge and roadway underpass in Little Tokyo were 
discussed in Sections 4.17.3.3.2 and 4.17.3.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR, 
respectively.  The potential impacts of beginning tunnel boring machine operations at 2nd and 
Central were described in Section 4.18.3.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR.  Impacts were adequately 
analyzed in the Draft EIS/EIR.  Disproportionate impacts on the Little Tokyo community were 
analyzed in Section 4.17, Environmental Justice, of the Draft EIS/EIR and this Final EIS/EIR.  The 
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT 
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.  The refined Locally Preferred Alternative would 
not involve construction of any pedestrian bridges or roadway underpasses in Little Tokyo, and 
would not involve starting tunnel boring machine operations at 2nd and Central.  Tunnel boring 
machine operations would instead begin at the Mangrove property as indicated in Section 4.18, 
Construction Impacts, of this Final EIS/EIR which is farther from the center of Little Tokyo and 
would involve fewer impacts. 

Response to Comment CN6-4 

Please refer to Response to Comment CN1-4, above. 

Response to Comment CN6-5 

The mitigation measure recommendations were segregated in the Draft EIS/EIR because they 
are a distinct part of the environmental justice outreach process.  Like all other appropriate 
mitigation measures in the Draft EIS/EIR, feasible measures from the Little Tokyo Working 
Group recommendations have been incorporated into the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8).  The Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative, Chapter 8, contains final mitigation 
measures for the Locally Preferred Alternative; the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program will be approved by the Metro Board of Directors upon certification of this Final 
EIS/EIR.  These mitigation measures will also be included in a Record of Decision subsequently 
issued by FTA.  Metro will formally commit to implement all mitigation measures in the 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative upon 
certification of this Final EIS/EIR and issuance of the Record of Decision by FTA. 
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Response to Comment CN6-6 

Metro intends to undertake all of the listed activities.  The Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR and Record of 
Decision to be issued by FTA are the formalized commitments to implement mitigation 
measures.  Metro will involve the community throughout the project process.  Based on the 
refinements to the Locally Preferred Alternative, only the northern portion of the block bounded 
by 1st Street, Central Avenue, 2nd Street, and Alameda Street would need to be acquired as part of 
the Locally Preferred Alternative for the 1st/Central Avenue station site.  The Señor Fish, Weiland 
Brewery, associated parking, and the former Café Cuba (The Spice Table) would still need to be 
displaced.  However, the remaining businesses on that block would remain, including the Office 
Depot and associated parking. 

Response to Comment CN6-7 

Please refer to Response to Comment CN1-7, above. 

Response to Comment CN6-8 

This mitigation measure has been recorded in Section 4.17.4.2 of this Final EIS/EIR as one of 
the mitigation measures suggested by the Little Tokyo community.  Metro has identified 
measures in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred 
Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR that will provide support for the Little Tokyo 
businesses.  This could take the form of in-kind advertising, Metro-sponsored coupons, city-
wide advertising that Little Tokyo is open for business during construction, and similar 
supportive measures. 

Response to Comment CN6-9 

Please refer to Response to Comment CN2-9, above. 

Response to Comment CN6-10 

Thank you for your comment.  Metro has met and will continue to meet with the Little Tokyo 
community groups regarding the Regional Connector Transit Corridor project.  During 
preparation of this Final EIS/EIR, Metro held meetings with community groups, which included 
the Little Tokyo community, and identified municipal leaders to guide them in the decision-
making process as it relates to the proposed station locations, alignment options, and 
anticipated mitigation measures.  Input from the community was incorporated into the 
refinement of the Locally Preferred Alternative and the mitigation measures presented in this 
Final EIS/EIR. 
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CN7 

Responses to Comments from Little Tokyo Service Center, Clark, Yasue 

Response to Comment CN7-1 

The referenced letters have been included as separate comment letters, Comment Letters PC78, 
PC80 through PC83, PC85 through PC87, and PC89 through PC97, in this Final EIS/EIR.  Please 
refer to specific responses to the above-mentioned comment letters included in this volume of 
the Final EIS/EIR. 
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CN8 

Responses to Comments from Little Tokyo Service Center, Watanabe, Bill 

Response to Comment CN8-1 

Thank you for your comment.  Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative and stated 
provisions are noted.  The Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the 
Fully Underground LRT Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.  Metro has met and will 
continue to meet with the Little Tokyo community groups regarding the Regional Connector 
Transit Corridor project.   

Response to Comment CN8-2 

Metro will continue the ongoing communication with the Little Tokyo community throughout 
the project.  The Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Locally Preferred 
Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR contains confirmed mitigation measures targeted at 
minimizing adverse impacts and assisting businesses through the construction process. 

Response to Comment CN8-3 

Please refer to Response to Comment CN1-4, above. 

Response to Comment CN8-4 

Thank you for your comment.  Metro has met and will continue to meet with the Little Tokyo 
community groups regarding the Regional Connector Transit Corridor project. 
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CN9 

Responses to Comments from Asian Pacific Islander Small Business Program, 
Fong, Ronald M. 

Response to Comment CN9-1 

Thank you for your comment.  Support for the Fully Underground LRT Alternative is noted.  The 
Metro Board of Directors voted on October 28, 2010 to designate the Fully Underground LRT 
Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative.  Please refer to Responses to Comments CN9-2 
through CN9-4, below, for detailed responses regarding concerns raised by the commenter. 

Response to Comment CN9-2 

Metro intends to work with the Little Tokyo community to support businesses throughout the 
construction phase of the project.  It is Metro’s goal to minimize the Regional Connector’s 
adverse impacts to businesses.  Targeted marketing efforts and other technical assistance are 
included as confirmed mitigation measures in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program for the Locally Preferred Alternative (Chapter 8) of this Final EIS/EIR.  Metro believes 
that, once completed, the Regional Connector will be beneficial for the Little Tokyo  
business community. 

Response to Comment CN9-3 

Please refer to Response to Comment CN1-4, above. 

Response to Comment CN9-4 

Thank you for your comment.  Metro has met and will continue to meet with the Little Tokyo 
community groups regarding the Regional Connector Transit Corridor project.  During 
preparation of this Final EIS/EIR, Metro held meetings with community groups, which included 
the Little Tokyo community, and identified municipal leaders to guide them in the decision-
making process as it relates to the proposed station locations, alignment options, and 
anticipated mitigation measures.  Input from the community was incorporated into the 
refinement of the Locally Preferred Alternative and the mitigation measures presented in this 
Final EIS/EIR. 
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