
Link Union Station (Link US) Project 
Open House and Public Hearing
July 9, 2024



Meeting Agenda
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1. Purpose of the Public Hearing
2. Project History Timeline 
3. Outreach Conducted Since 2016
4. Project Development Timeline
5. Project Overview
6. Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Supplemental 

Environmental Impact Report (EIS/SEIR) Overview 
7. Next Steps



Via Zoom

• Click on the “Interpretation” icon

• Pick the language you would like to listen to: English, Spanish, Chinese (Mandarin), Cantonese or 
Japanese.
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Interpretation Assistance

Interpretacion en español

Por Zoom

• Haga clic en el ícono "Interpretation"

• Elija el idioma que le gustaría escuchar

中文口译

通过 Zoom

• 点击 “Interpretation” 图标

• 选择您想听的语言。

粤语口译

通过Zoom

• 点击传“传译”图标

• 并点选您需要听到语言。

日本語通訳

ズーム経由

• 「解釈」アイコンをクリックします。

• 聞きたい言語を選択します。



Today’s meeting is being recorded.

Attendee videos are off and microphones are muted.

During the Public Hearing, for Zoom participants, verbal 
feedback can be submitted using the Raise Hand function. For 
in-person participants, verbal feedback can be submitted at one 
of the microphones in the aisles.

 For technical support, please call (626) 637-7800.
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Before We Get Started



Metro is committed to ensuring that all participants can fairly and clearly 
share ideas, comments and concerns about this project. To provide a safe 
and equitable process, we are asking for your help. 

During this meeting, please:

• Respect the format of the meeting and allow everyone an opportunity to 
comment.

• Turn off cell phones and background noise when speaking.

• Treat fellow community members, agency representatives, Metro staff 
and others with respect.

• Direct all comments to Metro staff and consultants – not to other 
attendees.

• Maintain a conversational tone. 
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Code of Conduct



Metro, under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, ensures “No person 
in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color, or national 
origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or 
be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving 
federal financial assistance.” 

Metro is committed to ensuring that the level and quality of 
transportation service is provided without regard to race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or other protected classes enumerated in federal and state 
laws; promoting the full and fair participation of all potentially affected 
populations in transportation decision making; preventing denial, 
reduction, or delay in benefits related to programs and activities 
affecting minority and low-income populations; and providing 
meaningful access to Metro services, programs, and activities by 
persons with limited English proficiency.

For information or guidance on how to file a complaint, or obtain more 
information regarding Title VI, please visit the following webpage: 
https://www.metro.net/about/civil-rights-policy/ or scan the QR code 
shown here.
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Non-Discrimination Policy Statement

https://www.metro.net/about/civil-rights-policy/


Purpose of the Public Hearing
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1. Information sharing on the following:
• National Environmental Policy Act/California Environmental 

Quality Act (NEPA/CEQA) Public Review Process for the Link US 
Project

• Draft EIS/SEIR Findings & Conclusions

2. Receive public input on the Link US Project
3. How to submit comments on the Draft EIS/SEIR
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Project History Timeline



Outreach Conducted Since 2016



Project Development Timeline

We Are Here

Ongoing Public Involvement within each Project Development Phase

EARLY 
PLANNING

FINAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL

CLEARANCE

FINAL 
DESIGN

CONSTRUCTION

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES & 

CONCEPTUAL 
ENGINEERING
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PROJECT OVERVIEW 



Project Overview
Major Project Components – Build Alternative
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Major Project Components – Expanded Passageway

• 140-foot-wide Expanded Passageway 
below LAUS Rail Yard

• East and West Plazas (Canopy over West 
Plaza)

• Vertical Circulation Elements (stairs, 
escalators, and elevators)

• Transit-serving Retail Uses (up to 160,000 
square feet)

• Office/Commercial Uses (up to 30,400 
square feet)

Project Overview
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Major Project Components – Run-Through Tracks and Bicycle Lanes on Commercial Street 

Bicycle lanes along Commercial Street

Project Overview

Bicycle lanes along Commercial Street and Center Street

Aesthetic Treatments and Urban Design Enhancements South of US-101 (subject to change)



Project Overview
Location of Malabar Yard Railroad Improvements (City of Vernon)
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Project Overview
Malabar Yard Railroad Improvements (Proposed Mitigation for Freight Impacts)
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Malabar Yard railroad improvements in the 
City of Vernon offset the loss of storage 
track capacity at the BNSF West Bank Yard: 

1. 49th Street Closure - Accommodates 
approximately 3,350 track feet of 
storage capacity at the BNSF Malabar 
Yard

2. 46th Street Connector – Provides a 

dedicated connection for freight trains 
serving local customers to travel 
between BNSF’s Malabar Yard and 
BNSF’s Los Angeles Junction



49th Street Closure
Design Options 1 and 2

1. Cul-de-sac (West)
A. Modification to business driveways (north of 49th 

Street)

B. Private property and emergency access to be 
maintained

C. Restoration of ROW/property fence line

2. Full Closure (East)
A. Existing buildings limit cul-de-sac design

B. Private property and emergency access to be 
maintained

C. Proposed removable bollards west of Hampton St

D. Removal of on-street parking
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46th Street Connector
Design Options 1 and 2

1. New 1,000-foot track connection along 46th Street

2. At-grade crossing enhancements – Pacific Blvd., Seville Ave., and 46th St.

3. New at-grade crossing – Seville Ave.
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Anticipated Project Benefits - What will Link US Provide?

Project Overview
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Project Overview
Project Phasing 



Project Overview

California High-Speed Rail Authority 
contributed $423 million for Link US.

As part of the 2018 Transit and 
Intercity Rail Capital Program, 

CalSTA awarded $875 million to 
Metrolink’s SCORE program.

Includes $398 million for Link US.
Phase B is currently unfunded.

Phase A will enable regional and intercity rail trains 
(Metrolink and Amtrak) to realize early benefits from an 
interim two-track run-through configuration at LAUS.
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Project Funding to Date



DRAFT EIS/SEIR OVERVIEW 
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NEPA EIS/CEQA SEIR Environmental Resource Chapters

Draft EIS/SEIR Overview

• Ch. 3.2 – Land Use & Planning
• Ch. 3.3 – Transportation
• Ch. 3.4 – Visual Quality & Aesthetics
• Ch. 3.5 – Air Quality & Global Climate Change
• Ch. 3.6 – Noise & Vibration
• Ch. 3.7 – Biological & Wetland Resources
• Ch. 3.8 – Floodplains, Hydrology, & Water Quality
• Ch. 3.9 – Geology, Soils, & Seismicity
• Ch. 3.10 – Hazardous Waste & Materials
• Ch. 3.11 – Public Utilities & Energy
• Ch. 3.12 – Cultural & Paleontological Resources
• Ch. 3.13 – Economic & Fiscal Impacts
• Ch. 3.14 – Safety & Security
• Ch. 3.15 – Socioeconomics & Communities Affected
• Ch. 3.16 – Cumulative Effects
• Ch. 4.0 – Environmental Justice
• Ch. 5.0 – Section 4(f) Evaluation
• Ch. 6.0 – Other NEPA Considerations
• Ch. 7.0 – CEQA Supplemental EIR
• Ch. 8.0 – Public and Agency Outreach
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Determination of Effects Overview

Draft EIS/SEIR Overview

• No Adverse Effect
o Effects not considered adverse or not requiring 

implementation of mitigation measures

• No Adverse Effect with Mitigation Incorporated
o Effects that could be reduced with implementation of 

applicable mitigation measures

• Adverse Effect
o Effects that would remain adverse after 

implementation of applicable mitigation measures

• Beneficial Effect
o Effects considered positive upon implementation of 

the Build Alternative 
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NEPA EIS Overview of Environmental Effects - Construction

Draft EIS/SEIR Overview

No Adverse Effect
No Adverse Effect with Mitigation 

Incorporated
Adverse Effect Beneficial Effect

N/A • Land Use & Planning

• Transportation
• Visual Quality & Aesthetics

• Air Quality & Global Climate Change 
• Biological & Wetland Resources

• Floodplains, Hydrology, Water Quality
• Geology, Soils, & Seismicity 
• Hazardous Waste & Materials

• Public Utilities & Energy
• Safety & Security

• Socioeconomics & Communities 
Affected

• Noise

• Cultural & 
Paleontological 

Resources

• Economic & 

Fiscal Impacts
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NEPA EIS Overview of Environmental Effects - Operations

Draft EIS/SEIR Overview

No Adverse Effect
No Adverse Effect with Mitigation 

Incorporated
Adverse Effect Beneficial Effect

• Biological & 
Wetland 
Resources

• Hazardous 
Waste & 

Materials
• Cultural & 

Paleontological 

Resources

• Land Use & Planning
• Transportation
• Visual Quality & Aesthetics

• Air Quality & Global Climate Change 
• Noise & Vibration

• Floodplains, Hydrology, Water 
Quality

• Geology, Soils, & Seismicity 

• Public Utilities & Energy
• Socioeconomics & Communities 

Affected

N/A • Economic & 
Fiscal Impacts

• Safety & Security



27

Draft EIS/SEIR Overview
CEQA SEIR Overview

The Supplemental EIR discloses the impacts from changed circumstances 
that have occurred since certification of the Link US Project Final EIR (June 
2019) and approval of CEQA Addendum No. 1 (October 2021):

1. BNSF West Bank Yard - Modified Proposed Project and Malabar Yard Mitigation 
(Project Change)

2. Hilda L. Solis Care First Village Transitional Housing Facility (Changed 
Environmental Setting)

3. Kelite Factory Plant No. 1 and Archaeological Site CA LAN 1575/H (Changed 
Environmental Setting) 

4. Noise Model Calculation Assumptions (Minor Technical Adjustment)
5. Revised Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program (Minor Updates and 

Refinements)
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Draft EIS/SEIR Overview
CEQA SEIR Overview

Six environmental topic areas 
were analyzed for 4 of the 5 
changed circumstances 

All other potential impacts for 
remaining environmental topic 
areas listed in Appendix G of the 
2023 CEQA Guidelines were 
adequately addressed in the 
2019 Final EIR and CEQA 
Addendum No. 1.
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Preliminary Project Effects and Mitigation

Key Resource Areas

• Cultural Resources

• Visual Quality and Aesthetics

• Air Quality 

• Noise and Vibration

• Transportation

• Hazardous Waste and Materials

Draft EIS/SEIR Overview
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Preliminary Project Effects and Mitigation - Cultural Resources 

Draft EIS/SEIR Overview
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Preliminary Project Effects and Mitigation – Visual Quality and Aesthetics

Draft EIS/SEIR Overview
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Preliminary Project Effects and Mitigation – Air Quality

Draft EIS/SEIR Overview
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Preliminary Project Effects and Mitigation – Noise and Vibration

Draft EIS/SEIR Overview
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Preliminary Project Effects and Mitigation – Transportation (Construction)

Draft EIS/SEIR Overview
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Preliminary Project Effects and Mitigation – Transportation (Operations)

Draft EIS/SEIR Overview
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Draft EIS/SEIR Overview
Preliminary Project Effects and Mitigation – Hazardous Waste and Materials (Construction)



Draft EIS/SEIR Overview
Summary of Conclusions for Malabar Yard Railroad Improvements - Construction
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No Adverse Effect
No Adverse Effect with Mitigation 

Incorporated
Adverse Effect Beneficial Effect

• Visual Quality & 

Aesthetics

• Air Quality & Global 

Climate Change 
• Noise & Vibration

• Land Use & Planning

• Transportation

• Biological & Wetland Resources

• Floodplains, Hydrology, Water 
Quality

• Geology, Soils, & Seismicity 
• Hazardous Waste & Materials
• Public Utilities & Energy

• Cultural & Paleontological 
Resources

• Safety & Security
• Socioeconomics & Communities 

Affected

N/A • Economic & 

Fiscal Impacts



Draft EIS/SEIR Overview
Summary of Conclusions for Malabar Yard Railroad Improvements - Operations
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No Adverse Effect
No Adverse Effect with Mitigation 

Incorporated
Adverse Effect Beneficial Effect

• Land Use & Planning
• Visual Quality & 

Aesthetics

• Noise & Vibration
• Biological & Wetland 

Resources
• Hazardous Waste & 

Materials

• Cultural & 
Paleontological 

Resources
• Economic & Fiscal 

Impacts

• Safety & Security
• Socioeconomics & 

Communities Affected

• Floodplains, Hydrology, Water 
Quality

• Geology, Soils, & Seismicity 

• Public Utilities & Energy

• Transportation
• Safety & 

Security

• Socioeconomics 
& Communities 

Affected

• Air Quality & 
Global Climate 
Change 



NEXT STEPS



Next Steps

Environmental Review Timeline

Next Steps
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Repositories and Document Availability 

Copies of Draft EIS/SEIR are available at these locations:  

1. LA Central Public Library – Downtown

2. Lincoln Heights Branch Library

3. Chinatown Branch Library 

4. Little Tokyo Branch Library

5. Benjamin Franklin Branch Library in Boyle Heights

6. LA Union Station/Metro Library

7. LAUS/Metro Records Management Center

8. William Mead Homes Administrative Office

9. Care First Village Administrative Office

10. Vernon City Hall

11. Electronic copy on Metro Link US website

Formal Comment Submittal via:
Email, mail, website, comment card, court reporter

45-Day Public Review Period
June 21, 2024 – August 9, 2024

Next Steps



How to Submit Comments on the Draft EIS/SEIR 

Next Steps

Submit your comments via:

Public Hearing:  Comment Card or Court Reporter
Project Email:  linkunionstation@metro.net
Online Comment Card: linkunionstation.com
Mail:   Attn: Carlos J. Montez
   Deputy Executive Officer
   One Gateway Plaza, MS 99-18-2
   Los Angeles, CA 90012

All public comments must be received by 5:00 PM on August 9, 2024 
to ensure incorporation into the Final EIS/SEIR.



Link US Contact Information

Thank You – Stay Involved

213.922.2524

LinkUnionStation@metro.net

www.metro.net/linkus

facebook.com/losangelesmetro

Scott McConnell, P.E., Metro, Project Manager

Carlos J. Montez, Metro, Deputy Executive Officer

Danielle Valentino, Metro, Community Relations Manager
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Scan the QR code to view the 
Link US Virtual Meeting Room!
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