Definitions of FEMA Flood Zone Designations

Flood zones are geographic areas that the FEMA has defined according to varying levels of flood risk. These zones are depicted on a community's Flood Insurance
Rate Map (FIRM) or Flood Hazard Boundary Map. Each zone reflects the severity or type of flooding in the area.

Moderate to Low Risk Areas

In communities that participate in the NFIP, flood insurance is available to all property owners and renters in these zones:

ZONE

B and X (shaded)

C and X (unshaded)

DESCRIPTION

Area of moderate flood hazard, usually the area between the limits of the 100-year and 500-year floods. B Zones are also used to
designate base floodplains of lesser hazards, such as areas protected by levees from 100-year flood, or shallow flooding areas with
average depths of less than one foot or drainage areas less than 1 square mile.

Area of minimal flood hazard, usually depicted on FIRMs as above the 500-year flood level. Zone C may have ponding and local
drainage problems that don't warrant a detailed study or designation as base floodplain. Zone X is the area determined to be outside
the 500-year flood and protected by levee from 100-year flood.

High Risk Areas

In communities that participate in the NFIP, mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements apply to all of these zones:

ZONE

AE

A1-30

AH

AO

AR

A99

DESCRIPTION

Areas with a 1% annual chance of flooding and a 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage. Because detailed
analyses are not performed for such areas; no depths or base flood elevations are shown within these zones.

The base floodplain where base flood elevations are provided. AE Zones are now used on new format FIRMs instead of A1-A30
Zones.

These are known as numbered A Zones (e.g., A7 or Al14). This is the base floodplain where the FIRM shows a BFE (old format).

Areas with a 1% annual chance of shallow flooding, usually in the form of a pond, with an average depth ranging from 1 to 3 feet.
These areas have a 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage. Base flood elevations derived from detailed analyses
are shown at selected intervals within these zones.

River or stream flood hazard areas, and areas with a 1% or greater chance of shallow flooding each year, usually in the form of sheet
flow, with an average depth ranging from 1 to 3 feet. These areas have a 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage.
Average flood depths derived from detailed analyses are shown within these zones.

Areas with a temporarily increased flood risk due to the building or restoration of a flood control system (such as a levee or a dam).
Mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements will apply, but rates will not exceed the rates for unnumbered A zones if the
structure is built or restored in compliance with Zone AR floodplain management regulations.

Areas with a 1% annual chance of flooding that will be protected by a Federal flood control system where construction has reached
specified legal requirements. No depths or base flood elevations are shown within these zones.



High Risk - Coastal Areas

In communities that participate in the NFIP, mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements apply to all of these zones:

—_—

Coastal areas with a 1% or greater chance of flooding and an additional hazard associated with storm waves. These areas have a

v 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage. No base flood elevations are shown within these zones.

Coastal areas with a 1% or greater chance of flooding and an additional hazard associated with storm waves. These areas have a
VE, V1 - 30 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage. Base flood elevations derived from detailed analyses are shown at
selected intervals within these zones.

Undetermined Risk Areas

Areas with possible but undetermined flood hazards. No flood hazard analysis has been conducted. Flood insurance rates are
commensurate with the uncertainty of the flood risk.




LEGEND

SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREAS (SFHAs) SUBIECT TO
INUNDATION BY THE 1% ANNUAL CHANCE FLOOD

The 1% annual chance flood (100-yesr flood), alss known as the base flood, is the flood
that has a 1% chance of beéing equaled or éxceeded in any given year. The Special
Flood Hazard Area & the aea subject to fooding by the 1% ammual chance flood. Areas
of Specil Flood Hazard include Fones A, AE, AH, AD, AR, AS9, V and VE. The Base
Fipod Elevation is the water-surface elevation of the 1% anmual chance flond,

| zone s Mo Base Flosd Elevations determined,
ZONE AE Base Flood Elevations detenmined,

ZONHE AH Flood depths of 1 to 3 fect (usually areas of ponding); Base  Flood
Elevations K

ZONE A0 Flocd depths of 1 to 3 feet (usually sheet flow on shoping temain),
average depths determined. For areas of alluvial fan flooding, velocities
akn determined.

ZOHE AR Specid  Flood Hazard Area formerly peotected from  the 1% annual
chance flood by & flood control system  that wes subsequently
decertified, Zone AR indicates that thé former flood control system s
being restored to provide peotection from  the 1% annual chance  or
gresater Moo,

ZONE A89 Area to be protected from 1% annual chance flood by a2 Federal
flood protection system under construction: no Base Flood Elevations
determined,

’mu Cosstal flood zone with velocly hasard (wave action); no Rame Flood
Elevations determined,

ZONE VE Coastal flood zone with welocity hazard (weve action); Base  Flood
Elvations detenmingd,

FLOODWAY AREAS IN ZONE AE
The floodway & the channel of a stream plus any adjacent floodplain Breas that must be

kept free of encroachment so that the 1% annual chance flood can be carried without
substantial increases in flood heights.

OTHER FLOOD AREAS
| ZONEX Areas of 0.2% annual chance flood; areas of 1% annual chance flood
| with average depths of less than 1 foot or with drainage areas less than

1 square mile; and areas protected by levees from 1% annual chance
flood

1 OTHER AREAS

ZONE X Areas determined to be outside the 0.2% annual chance floodplain.
ZONED Areas in which flood hazards are undetermined, but possible.

RN COASTAL BARRIER RESOURCES SYSTEM (CBRS) AREAS

k OTHERWISE PROTECTED AREAS (OPAs)

CERS arexs and OPAS are nonmally ocated within or adjacent 1o Special Flood Hazard Areas,
1% annual chance flondplain boundary

0-2% annual chance floodplain boundary
Floadway boundary
- — —— Zone [ boundary

BESSSEREENNEREEEN CBRS and OPA boundary

+— Doundary dividing Specisl Flood Hezard Areas of different
Base Flood Elvations, fiocd depths or flood welocities,

sy B3 e B Flood Elewation line and value;  elevation in feet®

(EL 287) Base Flood Elevation value where uniform within  zone;
alevation in feat®

* Referenced to the North American Vertical Datum of 1988 (NAVD 88)

Cross section line
@_ _______ -@ Transect line

Geographic coordinates referenced to the MNorth American

9770, 22220 Datum of 1983 (NAD 83)
“7570mN 1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid values, zone 11
6000000 FT 5000-foot grid ticks: California State Plane coordinate
system, V zone (FIPSZONE 0405), Lambert Conformal Conic
DX5510 Bench mark (see explanation in Notes to Users section of
X this FIRM panel)

o M15 River Mile




