
NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

DATE: OCTOBER 23, 2019 

TO: AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND INTERESTED PARTIES 

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF PREPARATION (NOP) OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT 

PROJECT TITLE: LA RIVER PATH PROJECT 

FROM: LOS ANGELES COUNTY METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION 
AUTHORITY (METRO) 

PROJECT LOCATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SmlNC: The LA River Path (Project) is a 
proposed walking and bicycling path along an approximately 8-mile stretch of the Los Angeles 
River from Elysian Valley through downtown Los Angeles and the City of Vernon to the City of 
Maywood. The proposed pedestrian and bicycle path would provide connections to and 
between downtown Los Angeles, including the Arts District, Little Tokyo, Civic Center, El 
Pueblo District/Union Station, and the Wholesale District; the surrounding communities of 
Elysian Valley, Cypress Park, Elysian Park, Lincoln Heights, Chinatown, and Boyle Heights; 
and the cities of Vernon and Maywood (see Figure 1 ). The surrounding area is currently 
underserved with limited pedestrian and bicycling infrastructure connecting the communities. 
Land uses within the Project area include single- and multi-family residences, commercial and 
retail uses, industrial development, parks and recreational uses including the Los Angeles 
State Historic Park, health and medical facilities, educational institutions, flood control 
facilities, and transportation facilities. 

PROJECT INITIATION: Metro has initiated a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the 
proposed Project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Metro is the 
lead agency for the proposed Project. The purpose of this NOP is to alert interested agencies 
and parties to the preparation of the Draft EIR, invite public participation in the EIR scoping 
process, and announce the public scoping meetings. 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES: The proposed Project would create a safe and world-class active 
transportation corridor along the Los Angeles River between Elysian Valley and City of 
Maywood that enhances and provides recreational opportunities, livability, regional and local 
connectivity and provides an outstanding user experience, access to economic opportunity, 
and separation from vehicular traffic for people of all ages and abilities. This new 
transportation facility would contribute to improved health, economic, environmental, 
transportation, and equity issues across the study area. Objectives of the proposed Project 
include: 

• Improving safety for pedestrians and bicyclists from existing conditions; 

• Increasing access from local neighborhoods to employment centers, regional 
destinations, resources, and amenities, including healthcare services; 
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• Reducing vehicle miles traveled by allowing people to walk and bicycle on a dedicated, 
vehicle separated path through and within Los Angeles County, thereby reducing trip 
lengths, and expanding travel choices; 

• Improving access to opportunity for historically under-invested communities, 
especially in low-income and minority communities; 

• Creating a path that feels safe, comfortable, and is a world-class transportation 
corridor open to people of all ages and abilities; 

• Creating a path that meets the needs of both recreational and utilitarian users. 
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Figure l. Proposed Project Location Map 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The LA River Path Project is an approximately 8-mile bicycle and 
pedestrian path proposed along the Los Angeles River from Elysian Valley through downtown 
Los Angeles and the City of Vernon to the City of Maywood. The northern limit of the project 
area is the terminus of the Los Angeles River Greenway Trail at Riverside Drive and the 
southern limit is at Atlantic Boulevard where the Los Angeles River Bicycle Path begins in the 
City of Maywood. The proposed Project would close the longest remaining gap in the LA River 
Path to serve existing communities, meet future demand, and help increase the value and 
benefits of the two existing paths to the north and south of the Project. When complete, this 
transportation and recreational facility will provide a seamless 32-mile traffic-separated 
regional corridor for walking, rolling, and bicycling from the San Fernando Valley to the City of 
Long Beach along the Los Angeles River. The proposed Project is a Measure M project with a 
projected opening by 2027. Currently, $365 million in Measure M funds are allocated for this 
Project. 

The Draft EIR will analyze three possible alignment alternatives. These three alternatives are 
generally located along the Los Angeles River and utilize a combination of top-of­
bank/cantilevered, elevated, and incised path typologies. Access points would be located 
along and adjacent to both sides of the river and would connect the path to existing and 
proposed future on-street bicycle networks, and provide connections to serve people walking 
and taking transit including connections to Union Station, and Metro Gold and Blue Line 
Stations. Access points are significant capital investments and physical structures that extend 
beyond Los Angeles River channel. Alternative A would cross the river approximately six times 
and would add approximately 10 new access points (see Figure 2). Alternative B would cross 
the river approximately seven times and would add approximately 12 new access points (see 
Figure 3). Alternative C would cross the river approximately seven times and would add 
approximately 11 new access points (see Figure 4). These alternatives contain many common 
access points and path types, but contain minor distinctions that are unique to each one. 
Stakeholder coordination, design options and refinements, and impact evaluation of the 
proposed Project are ongoing. As a result, Project design iterations are anticipated. It is 
anticipated that the Draft EIR may include, but is not limited to, variations in river crossings 
and locations, variations in access points and locations, design options for path typologies, 
refinements to the proposed Project, and ancillary improvements in collaboration with 
Metro's local partners. 
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Figure 2. Alternative A 
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Figure 3. Alternative B 
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Figure 4. Alternative C 
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PROBABLE ENVI RON M ENTAL EFFECTS: The pu rpose of the  Draft E I R i s  to envi ro n menta l ly 
eva l u ate, identify, and  d i s c lose the potent ial i m pacts of the P roject on  the env i ronment. The 
D raft E I R  wi l l  add ress a l l topics l i sted in  Append ix G of the C EQA G u i d e l i nes , and will focu s 
o n  the fo l l owi n g  topics th at have been i dent ified as  key i m pact a rea s :  

• Aesthet i cs 
• Ai r Q u a l ity 
• B i o l og ica l  Resou rces 
• Cu lt u ra l  Resou rces 
• Ene rgy 
• G eo logy a nd So i l s  
• G reenhouse Gas  Em i ss i o n s  
• H azard s  a nd  H aza rdous  M ate r i a l s  
• Hyd rol ogy and  Wate r Qua l ity 
• G rowth- I nd u ci ng  I m pacts 

• Land U se a n d  P l a n n i n g  
• No i s e  
• Popu l at ion  a n d  H ou s i n g  
• Pu b l i c  Se rv ices  
• Recreat io n  
• Tran sportatio n  
• Tr i ba l  Cu ltu ra l Resou rces 
• Uti l i t ies a nd  Serv ice  Systems 
• Wi l dfi re 

P roject des ign featu res a nd  m itigat ion m easu res  to red uce potenti a l ly s i gn ifica nt i m pacts 
d u r i n g  co n structio n  and o perat ion  wou l d  be i den t ified in the D raft El R .  More i nformat ion  
a bou t  the P roject i s  ava i l a ble at https ://www. m etro . net/projects/l a r i ve rpath/. 

SCOPI NG M EETI NGS: P u b l i c  scop i n g  m eet i ngs to accept co m m ents <?n  the scope of the 
D raft E I R wi l l  be he ld  on the fo l l owi n g  d ates and t i mes : 

Scopi ng Meetingo# 1 
Tuesd ay, November  1 2 , 201 9 
6 :00 - 8 :00 pm 

Boy le  H eights Sen i o r  Cente r, 
Aud ito ri u m  
283 9 E 3 rd St. , Los An geles ,  CA 
9003 3 

Scoping Meetingo# 3 
Th u rsd ay, N ovem ber 1 4 , 201 9 
6 :00 - 8 :00 p m  

M aywood E l em entary Schoo l  
5 200 Cudahy Ave . ,  M aywood , CA 
90270 

Scoping Meetingo# 2 
Wed nesday, N ovem ber 1 3 , 201 9 
6 :00 - 8 :00 pm 

St. F ra nci s Xavi e r  Chu rch J a pa nese 
Cathol ic Cente r 
222 S. H ewitt St., Los An geles , CA 
9007 2 

Scoping Meetingo# 4 
Satu rd ay ,  N ovem be r  1 6 , 201 9 
l 0 :00 am - 1 2:00 p m  

Cypress Park and  Recreat ion Center , 
Aud itori u m  
2630 Pep per  Ave . ,  Los Ange l e s ,  CA 
90065 

The scope of the Draft E I R ,  i n c l u d i n g  the goals and object ive s ,  P roject a rea a nd  descr i pt i o n ,  
a nd  the  potent i a l  env i ron menta l i m pacts to  be  eva l u ated wi l l  be p resented a t  t he  pu bl ic 
s cop i n g  m eet i ngs .  Al l Met ro m eeti ngs a re he ld in faci l i t ies com p l i a nt with the Amer ica n s  with 
D i sa b i l i t ies Act (ADA) . S pa n i s h  t ra n s l at i o n  a nd  Spa n i s h -s peak i n g  staff wi l l  attend  a l l  t he  
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scopi n g  m eeti n gs .  A DA acco m m odatio n s  and  othe r  l a nguage tra n s la t i o n s  a re ava i l a b l e  by 
ca l l i n g  21 3 . 4 1 8 . 3423  at least 72 hou rs before the  meet i ng .  

COM M ENT DUE DATE: Written com m ents on  the scope of the Draft E I R , i nc l ud i n g  the goa l s  
a nd  object ives ,  P roj ect area a n d  descr i pt i o n ,  potent i a l  i m pacts t o  b e  eva l u ated , a nd  the 
methodo log ies  to be used in t he  eva l u at io n ,  wi l l  be accepted d u ri ng  the com ment per iod 
begi n n i n g  on  October 23 , 201 9 th rough Decem ber 6 ,  201 9 .  Com ments wi l l  be accepted at th e 
p ub l i c  scop i ng  meet i ngs a nd written o r  e l ect ron i c  (e-ma i l )  com ments may be sen t  to M etro 
on or before December  6, 201 9 at the add resses be low. 

ADDRESS: Written o r  e l ect ron i c  (e -m a i l )  com ments m ay be s e nt to t h e  fo l l owi n g  add resses :  

Lau ren Cenc i c , S r . D i recto r 
M etro 
One G ateway Pl aza ,  M a i l  Stop: 99-22-5 
Los Ange les , CA 9001 2 
e-m a i l  at l a r i ve rpath @metro. n et 

Date S ign atu re � 't. ¼� 
Tit l e  Dav id  M ieger ,  I nter i m Sen io r  Execut ive Officer  
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