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3. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

3.1. INTRODUCTION 

Section 15088(a) of the CEQA Guidelines states that “the lead agency shall evaluate 
comments on environmental issues received from persons who reviewed the Draft EIR and 
shall prepare a written response. The Lead Agency shall respond to comments received 
during the noticed comment period and any extensions and may respond to late comments.” 
This section of the Final EIR provides a list of persons, organizations, and public agencies 
that commented on the Draft EIR, along with the responses of the lead agency to all 
comments received during the public review period, with a particular emphasis on significant 
environmental points raised in the review and consultation process.  

The Draft EIR was submitted to the State Clearinghouse at the Office of Planning and 
Research and circulated for public review on March 16, 2018. The 45-day comment period 
concluded on April 30, 2018. A total of 49 public comments were received at the end of the 
public comment period. The majority of public comments on the Draft EIR were related to 
partial demolition of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building (formerly Pickle 
Works) and requests for an Arts District/6th Street Station. 

3.2. RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

In accordance with Section 15088(c) of the CEQA Guidelines, reasoned, factual responses 
have been provided to all comments received during the public review period, with a 
particular emphasis on significant environmental issues. The comments and responses are 
organized as follows: agencies and organizations, individuals, comments received at the Draft 
EIR public hearing, and comments received via e-mail and an online comment form. All 
comments and responses to comments are included in this Final EIR and will be considered 
by the Metro Board prior to certification of this EIR. 

Each comment letter and hearing testimony have been assigned a number. The body of each 
comment letter or hearing testimony has been separated into individual comments, which 
also have been numbered. This results in a tiered numbering system, whereby the first 
comment in Comment Letter No. 1 is identified as Comment No. 1-1, the second comment in 
Comment Letter No. 1 is identified as Comment No. 1-2, and so on. Copies of each comment 
letter and hearing testimony are provided prior to each response. All comments that were 
received are listed in Table 3.1. In response to some of the comments received, the text of the 
EIR chapters has been revised. Refer to Chapter 2.0 Corrections and Additions for specific 
corrections. 
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Table 3.1 List of Comment Letters on the Draft EIR 

Letter No. Commenter Date 

Public Agencies and Elected Offices 

1. California Department of Transportation April 30, 2018 

2. California High-Speed Rail Authority April 30, 2018 

3. City of Los Angeles, Councilmember, 14th District April 30, 2018 

4. South Coast Air Quality Management District April 24, 2018 

5. 
State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit, Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Research 

May 1, 2018 

Community and Business Interest Groups 

6. Arts District Community Council LA April 12, 2018 

7. Historic Cultural Neighborhood Council April 12, 2018 

8. Little Tokyo Service Center April 30, 2018 

9. Los Angeles Conservancy April 30, 2018 

10. Los Angeles Downtown Arts District Space April 23, 2018 

11. Los Angeles Downtown Arts District Space April 23, 2018 

12. Los Angeles Downtown Arts District Space April 27, 2018 

13. Los Angeles Downtown Arts District Space April 28, 2018 

14. Los Angeles River Artists & Business Association April 12, 2018 

15. Santa Fe Arts Colony Tenants Association April 30, 2018 

Individuals 

16. Alek Friedman April 18, 2018 

17. Alexander Friedman March 16, 2018 

18. Amy Ludwig April 29, 2018 

19. Andrea Uyeda April 29, 2018 

20. Ann Wallace April 28, 2018 

21. Athena Aramovich April 28, 2018 

22. Beverly Denenberg April 28, 2018 

23. Carlton Davis April 26, 2018 

24. Christopher Smith April 23, 2018 

25. Debbie Gaughan April 27, 2018 

26. Deborah Meadows April 30, 2018 

27. Douglas Geller April 17, 2018 

28. Evelyn Gray April 28, 2018 

29. Frank Mastroly April 23, 2018 

30. James McMath April 30, 2018 

31. Jason Foo April 30, 2018 

32. Jay Falconer April 27, 2018 

33. Jonathan Jerald April 28, 2018 

34. Jonathan Jerald April 30, 2018 

35. Judith Randall April 27, 2018 

36. Kathie Cain April 28, 2018 
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Letter No. Commenter Date 

37. Kathleen Bergstorm April 27, 2018 

38. Keith Nakata April 30, 2018 

39. Laura Ferguson April 30, 2018 

40. Lisa Angstreich April 27, 2018 

41. Mary Alice Wollam April 27, 2018 

42. Nancy Uyemura April 28, 2018 

43. Richard Schave April 25, 2018 

44. Sabrina Nucciarone April 27, 2018 

45. Sheri A. Saperstein April 27, 2018 

46. Tara Devine April 27, 2018 

47. Terrance Ross March 25, 2018 

48. Terrance Ross March 25, 2018 

49. Valerie Mitchell April 27, 2018 

Public Hearing Speaker Comments 

50. Hillary Norton April 12, 2018 

51. Craig Thompson April 12, 2018 

52. Jerard Wright April 12, 2018 

53. Former Councilman Tom LaBonge April 12, 2018 
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3.3. RESPONSES TO PUBLIC AGENCIES’ WRITTEN COMMENTS 
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LETTER NO. 1 RESPONSE 

Frances Lee 
IGR/CEQA Acting Branch Chief 
Department of Transportation, District 7 
100 South Main Street, MS 16 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

1-1 This comment briefly summarizes the Proposed Project and states that Metro has 
determined that the Proposed Project would not have the potential to cause significant 
transportation and traffic impacts.  

1-2 This comment notes that storm water-runoff is not permitted onto State highway 
facilities without a stormwater management plan. As stated in Subsection 4.1.3 
Geology and Soils of the Draft EIR, the Proposed Project would include the preparation 
of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan and implement construction-related best 
management practices and comply with the Clean Water Act. Furthermore, as stated in 
Subsection 4.1.4 Hydrology and Water Quality of the Draft EIR, a Standard Urban 
Stormwater Mitigation Plan would be prepared in accordance with requirements of the 
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board. Lastly, with the closest State 
highways (US-101 and State Route 60) being higher in elevation than the Project Site, 
storm water run-off onto State highway facilities is unlikely. 

1-3 This comment notes that the transportation of heavy construction equipment and/or 
materials, which requires the use of oversized-transport vehicles on State highway, 
requires a permit. The comment also recommends that large truck trips be limited to 
off-peak hours. Should construction of the Proposed Project require oversized 
transport vehicles on a State highway, Metro will obtain the necessary permit from 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans).  
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LETTER NO. 2 RESPONSE 

Mark A. McLoughlin 
Director of Environmental Services 
California High-Speed Rail Authority 
 
Dara Wheeler 
Division Chief, Rail and Mass Transportation 
California Department of Transportation 
770 L Street, Suite 620 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

2-1 The introduction expresses support for the Proposed Project and the importance for 
Metro to advance the Proposed Project in a manner that does not conflict with plans 
for future high-speed rail service. Specific comments are addressed below. 

2-2 This comment mentions that the location of the portal widening and the future high-
speed rail aerial structure and associated columns are planned for the same 
approximate location. Metro and the High-Speed Rail Authority have been 
collaborating and will continue to collaborate during different project phases including 
environmental, planning, design, and construction process. The Transit and Intercity 
Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) grant for funding the Proposed Project states that the 
Project must accommodate high-speed rail service. The Proposed Project has been 
revised to include a column to support a high-speed rail elevated structure in the 
portal area. The column would be located between Metro rail tracks. This structure 
would be constructed by Metro as part of the Proposed Project in order to avoid a 
potential long-term closure of the Metro Red and Purple Lines during future high-
speed rail construction activities. No related significant impacts have been identified 
by Metro. 

2-3 The comment states that no conflicts have been identified at this time related to the 
turnback and high-speed rail tracks. The comment does not directly assess the 
adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise significant environmental issues, and no further 
response is necessary. 

2-4 The comment states that the Proposed Project must accommodate other 
transportation projects that are in the State’s interest. The comment does not directly 
assess the adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise significant environmental issues, and no 
further response is necessary. 
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LETTER NO. 3 RESPONSE 

Jose Huizar 
Councilmember, 14th District 
2130 East First Street, Suite 241 
Los Angeles, CA 90033 

3-1 This comment provides a brief history of the environmental process and the need for 
the Proposed Project as stated in the Draft EIR. The comment does not directly assess 
the adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise significant environmental issues, and no further 
response is necessary.  

3-2 Mitigation Measure CR-3 has been revised as follows to provide more details related to 
preserving and reoccupying the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building.  

CR-3 Metro shall do the following to minimize impacts to the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building: 

A. Metro shall prepare and implement a plan to retain and stabilize 
approximately 24,000 20,000 square feet of floor area of the extant portion 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building along Center 
Street (8,000 10,000 sf square feet per story on the basement, the ground 
floor, and the second floor), including the former location of the Art Dock, 
for potential future reuse.  

1. Stabilization of the remaining portions of the building to remain shall be 
designed and conducted in a manner consistent with the applicable 
SOI’s Standards. The stabilization design plan shall be prepared prior to 
commencement of any of the Proposed Project’s construction activities 
that could adversely affect the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage 
Company building. 

2. In order to preserve the maximum amount of historic materials 
comprising the floors and ceiling joists, Metro shall saw-cut through the 
first floor, second floor, and roof along the eastern side to be stabilized. 

3. Demolition of the eastern portion of the building may not occur until 
after the stabilization (item A.1) and saw-cut (item A.2) are complete. 

4. Brick exterior cladding material, windows, and other character-defining 
materials and features obtained from the demolition of the eastern wall 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building shall be 
salvaged and stored so that those original materials can be re-used to 
clad the southern façade of the existing building or to clad any proposed 
Pickle Works replication addition to the south. 
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B. Metro shall consult with the Arts District community to identify an 
appropriate future use for the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. Renovations to accommodate the new use shall not preclude the 
building’s eligibility to be considered as a City of Los Angeles Historic-
Cultural Monument. 

C. Upon identification of an appropriate future use for the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building, Metro shall develop an 
adaptive reuse plan in consultation with the Los Angeles Conservancy and 
the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources. The adaptive reuse 
plan shall:  

1. Develop an adaptive reuse design for historic rehabilitation consistent 
with the SOI’s Standards for Rehabilitation to a total of up to 
approximately 26,700 square feet of floor area.  

a. The adaptive reuse design shall include replication of the original 
southern façade of the former Pickle Works building to the 
maximum extent possible. 

b. The adaptive reuse plan shall be developed by Metro in 
consultation with the Los Angeles Conservancy and the City of Los 
Angeles Office of Historic Resources to ensure that adequate 
guidance is in place for historic rehabilitation principles to be 
incorporated into the needs of potential future reuse.  

c. Metro shall obtain the services of a firm specializing in historic 
preservation rehabilitation projects to provide guidance for 
development of the plan. 

D. Metro shall do the following to enable the Cultural Heritage Commission’s 
consideration of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company as a City 
of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument: 

1. Ensure the following character-defining features are preserved in the 
adaptive reuse design along the north and west elevations to convey 
the building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during the 
1970s and 1980s: 

a. Common-bond brick work 
b. Patterned but irregular spacing of fenestration and openings 
c. Segmentally arched windows of variegated dimensions 
d. Four-part corbelling at west and north elevation rooflines 
e. Ceramic insulators affixed to west elevation 
f. Sawtooth element at roof 
g. Recessed wood-frame multi-light windows 
h. Faux shutters and planters 
i. The Art Dock bay, located at 112 Center Street (west elevation, 

second dock from north) 
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j. Elevated single-bay loading docks 
k. Basement windows 
l. Stucco-capped stepped parapets at the roofline 

4. Apply to the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources and 
Cultural Heritage Commission for their consideration of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company to be designated as a City of Los 
Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument.  

a. The application shall base the statement of significance on the 
building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during 
the 1970s and 1980s under Criterion 1: Is identified with 
important events of national, state, or local history, or 
exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, 
economic or social history of the nation, state, city or 
community.  

b. The nomination for Historic-Cultural Monument status would be 
prepared after the stabilization is complete. 

E. Metro shall preserve the opportunity to expand the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building towards the 1st Street Bridge 
to provide up to approximately 2,700 square feet of floor area (900 square 
feet per story on the basement, the ground floor, and the second floor). 
The determination whether to expand the building towards the 1st Street 
Bridge shall be made by Metro in consultation with the Arts District 
community, the Los Angeles Conservancy, and the City of Los Angeles 
Office of Historic Resources.  

1. Any expansion of the building towards the 1st Street Bridge area shall 
be conducive to replicating the appearance of the no-longer extant 
portion of the former Pickle Works building built in 1888, which was 
demolished by a different entity for a previous project – the widening 
of the 1st Street Bridge. 

F. A certificate of occupancy shall be recorded on the property for the future 
reuse within five years of Metro’s purchase of the property from the City. 

3-3 The comment notes that a covenant between the City of Los Angeles and the State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) calls for the restoration of the building in 
conformance with the SOI Standards. As stated above, Mitigation Measure CR-3 has 
been revised to specifically state that Metro will develop an adaptive reuse plan for 
historic rehabilitation consistent with the SOI’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 

3-4 The comment states that demolishing a cultural resource without a clear plan for how 
to restore the remaining building is not consistent with the intent of the SHPO 
covenant. As stated above, Mitigation Measure CR-3 has been revised to include 
development of a detailed plan for restoring the building. The adaptive reuse plan will 
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be developed by Metro in consultation with the Los Angeles Conservancy and the City 
of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources to ensure that adequate guidance is in 
place for historic rehabilitation principles to be incorporated into the needs of 
potential future reuse. The adaptive reuse design will include replication of the original 
southern façade of the former Pickle Works building to the maximum extent possible. 

3-5 The comment notes that the Draft EIR does not mention a 6th Street Station or explain 
how demolition of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building would 
accommodate such a station. To clarify, although it would not be precluded by the 
Proposed Project, a 6th Street Station is not a future phase of the Proposed Project and 
would have independent utility as a separate project. On June 28, 2018, the Metro 
Board authorized the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a funding agreement with 
the City of Los Angeles to undertake pre-design activities, prepare an EIR, and conduct 
public engagement for a potential Arts District/6th Street Station for an amount of 
$500,000. The study is anticipated to begin in late 2018 or early 2019 and is separate 
from the Draft EIR of the Proposed Project. The Draft EIR of the Proposed Project does 
not claim that the demolition is proposed to accommodate a future transit station. 
Rather, it presents the demolition of this historic resource as necessary to increase 
storage capacity to meet the core capacity improvements referenced in Objective #1. 
The new storage tracks are necessary to support fleet sizes for the Metro Red and 
Purple Lines consistent with the Metro Rail Design Criteria levels of service, including 
headways and six-car train lengths. The buildout of the Purple Line Extension would 
necessitate additional storage beyond the capacity that Division 20 currently supports. 
The current rail yard is physically constrained by its layout and the surrounding 
properties including the Los Angeles River and Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) 
Railway to the east, the Metro ESOC Project and existing Metro portal to the north, 
and the Amtrak/Metrolink yard lead tracks and Lucky Jeans Property to the south. 
Therefore, the Division 20 Rail Yard can only accommodate the necessary additional 
train storage through a westward expansion. This westward expansion area 
encompasses the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building, the 1st Street 
Bridge, and the National Cold Storage Facility. The parcels located at 200 North Center 
Street (National Cold Storage Facility), which Metro recently purchased, provide 
sufficient space for the proposed northern storage yard. The area at which Metro 
currently services its trains, located within the Division 20 Rail Yard directly south of 
the 1st Street Bridge and east of OSF, will be reconfigured for the proposed southern 
storage yard. The two proposed storage yards must connect with special trackwork for 
redundancy as well as safe and efficient operations. Due to the location of the two 
storage yards and the geometry required to connect the tracks, it is infeasible to avoid 
the east side of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. Avoiding the 
eastern side of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building would provide 
insufficient turning radii for train movements between the northern and southern 
storage yards that would not only violate Metro Rail Design Criteria and create unsafe 
and inefficient train operations, but also ultimately result in loss of storage capacity. 
Therefore, there are no feasible alternatives that would substantially reduce or avoid 
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the Proposed Project’s significant and unavoidable impact to the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 

3-6 The comment requests a timeline for the rehabilitation and restoration of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. As stated above, Mitigation Measure  
CR-3 has been revised to require that a certificate of occupancy be recorded on the 
property for the future reuse within five years of Metro’s purchase of the property from 
the City. 

3-7 Metro will be reaching out to the Arts District community to gather information on 
potential re-use options for the building after stabilization that would provide a public 
benefit. Although the City of Los Angeles is the current owner of the building and is 
responsible for prior agreements regarding its treatment, Metro is committed to a 
reasonable and proper rehabilitation to serve the community’s needs in the future. As 
stated above, the text of Mitigation Measure CR-3 has been revised to require the 
involvement of both the Los Angeles Conservancy and City of Los Angeles Office of 
Historic Resources (OHR) in the rehabilitation plan development and design, once the 
future use has been established with the community.  

3-8 Refer to Response to Comment 3-2 for a detailed plan to retain and stabilize a portion 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. Mitigation Measure CR-3 
requires that the building be designed in a manner consistent with the applicable SOI 
Standards. Mitigation Measure CR-3 has been revised to require that a certificate of 
occupancy be recorded on the property for the future reuse within five years of Metro’s 
purchase of the property from the City. 

3-9 The comment requests the initiation of environmental documentation to clear an Art 
District/6th Street Station. A new rail station and associated trackwork are outside the 
scope of the Proposed Project. However, on June 28, 2018, the Metro Board of 
Directors authorized the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a funding agreement with 
the City of Los Angeles to undertake pre-design activities, prepare an EIR, and conduct 
public engagement for a potential Arts District/6th Street Station for an amount of 
$500,000. The study is anticipated to begin in late 2018 or early 2019.  

3-10 The comment summarizes previous comments by stating that the EIR does not 
identify how a 6th Street Station would be implemented and why Proposed Project 
necessitates demolition of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 
Refer to Responses to Comments 3-5 and 3-9. 

3-11 This comment requests close coordination with Metro to provide the stakeholders of 
the Arts District with a newly restored historic building and a new 6th Street Station. 
Metro is committed to coordinating with Councilman Huizar.  
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LETTER NO. 4 RESPONSE 

Lijin Sun, J.D. 
Program Supervisor, CEQA IGR 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
21865 Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178 

4-1 This comment summarizes Chapter 2.0 Project Description, the findings of the air 
quality analysis, and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) 
comments. Refer to Response to Comments 4-2 through 4-7 for detailed responses to 
each comment.  

4-2 This comment suggests that if operational train movements or cleaning and 
maintenance activities within the expanded storage yard have the potential to generate 
any emissions of criteria pollutants and air toxics, the emissions should be quantified 
and disclosed in the Final EIR. Additional train movements within the Project Site 
would be propelled by an electrified third rail track network that will be installed during 
implementation of the project. The electricity use associated with the train propulsion 
has already been analyzed and included in the regional operational air pollutant and 
GHG emissions assessments. Furthermore, there would not be any additional diesel-
fueled maintenance trucks beyond what is currently being used by Metro employees 
on the Project Site. Therefore, there is no possibility that operational air toxic 
emissions increases would result from operations.  

With regards to cleaning and maintenance activities, it is likely that expansion of the 
rail storage yard would increase the stockpile solvents and other chemically formulated 
consumer products that are used in maintenance. The SCAQMD has established 
several Rules that control the volatile organic compound (VOC) content of certain 
consumer products, including, but not limited to, Rule 1122 (Solvent Degreasers), 
Rule 1171 (Solvent Cleaning Operations), Rule 1143 (Consumer Paint Thinners and 
Multi-Purpose Solvents), Rule 1107 (Coating of Metal Parts and Products), and Rule 
1113 (Architectural Coatings). Accounting for the adoption of these rules, the 
SCAQMD collaborated with the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association 
(CAPCOA) to determine average consumer products emission factors based on square 
footage of development.  

Using survey data in conjunction with the consumer products emissions inventory, the 
SCAQMD and CAPCOA estimated that approximately 0.0000198 pounds of VOC are 
released per square foot of development within the SCAQMD jurisdiction. The 
expansion of the rail yard would redevelop approximately 10.25 acres, most of which is 
existing trackwork. Applying the SCAQMD emission factor, additional consumer 
product use would conservatively result in an increase of approximately 8.8 pounds 
per day of VOC. Total VOC operational emissions would be approximately 10 pounds 
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per day, which would below the SCAQMD significance threshold of 55 pounds per day. 
The Final EIR has been updated to reflect the additional emissions. 

4-3 The comment acknowledges that the language “where feasible” allows the possibility 
of using construction equipment that would not meet Tier 4 engine specifications. The 
Metro Green Construction Policy explicitly states, “From January 1, 2015 and onwards: 
All off-road diesel-powered construction equipment greater than 50 hp shall meet Tier 
4 off-road emission standards at a minimum.” Therefore, the Green Construction 
Policy does not allow flexibility in ensuring that the equipment fleet meets the Tier 4 
standards. The Final EIR has been updated to reflect this verbiage, and no further 
changes are warranted. 

4-4 The comment suggests that a mobile source health risk assessment is warranted to 
ensure that sensitive receptors are not exposed to unhealthy levels of diesel particulate 
matter during future operation of the Proposed Project. The train movements within 
the rail yard are electrically propelled and do not constitute a source of diesel 
particulate matter. No additional diesel vehicles would operate on the Project Site 
relative to existing conditions. As no additional sources of toxic air contaminant 
emissions would result from the Proposed Project, a mobile source health risk 
assessment is not warranted. 

4-5 This comment suggests that Metro require the use of model year 2010 or newer diesel 
haul trucks that conform to 2010 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) truck 
standards during construction. The analysis of construction emissions did not identify 
a significant impact and mitigation is not warranted. Regardless, please note that 
Metro recently revised the General Construction Specifications to require 2010 or 
newer diesel haul trucks for all new projects. 

4-6 Metro is legally required to comply with all SCAQMD Rules, including Rule 1403 
(Asbestos Emissions from Demolition/Renovation Activities). Rule 1403 requirements 
are summarized in Section 3.2 Air Quality on page 3.2-10 of the Draft EIR. Asbestos 
regulations are also summarized in Section 3.6 Hazards and Hazardous Materials on 
page 3.6-2. The potential presence of asbestos-containing materials within the Project 
Site is shown in Table 3.6.1 on page 3.6-4. Hazardous site and hazardous materials are 
strictly regulated by local, State, and federal agencies, including the California Division 
of Occupational Safety and Health, the City of Los Angeles Fire Code, SCAQMD, and 
all other federal, State, and local regulations. Demonstrating compliance with specific 
SCAQMD Rules is not required at this time in the project development process.  

4-7 The emergency backup power generator would replace an existing, older emergency 
backup power generator that will be relocated to accommodate the new turnback 
tracks and meet the Regional Connector emergency back-up power supply 
requirements. Although this would require a permit from SCAQMD, the Traction 
Power Substation would not because it is not a source of pollutant emissions. The 
SCAQMD cannot deny a permit for an emergency backup power generator if the 
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request complies with permitting requirements and standard operating procedures. 
Since the approval of such a permit qualifies as a ministerial action, it is not subject to 
CEQA. 

SCAQMD was issued both the original and revised NOPs, which each provided an 
opportunity to comment on the content and adequacy of the Draft EIR. To clarify, 
Responsible Agencies use CEQA documents to approve projects or specific 
components of projects. This specifically applies to discretionary actions. Since the 
approval or denial of a permit for an emergency backup power generator is a 
ministerial action and not a discretionary action, SCAQMD would not qualify as a 
Responsible Agency for the Proposed Project under CEQA. 
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LETTER NO. 5 RESPONSE 

Scott Morgan 
Director, State Clearinghouse 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 
State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit 
1400 Tenth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95812 

5-1 The State Clearinghouse acknowledges that Metro has complied with public review 
requirements for draft environmental documents, pursuant to CEQA. The letter also 
states that no comments were directly submitted to the State Clearinghouse.  
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LETTER NO. 6 RESPONSE 

Laura Velkei 
Communications Director 
Arts District Community Council LA 
1855 Industrial Street, Suite 106 
Los Angeles, CA 90021 

6-1  The introduction for the comment letter does not address the adequacy of the Draft 
EIR or raise significant environmental issues. Specific comments pertaining to the 
Draft EIR are addressed below. 

6-2 The Proposed Project is currently the only project in the Draft EIR phase. A previous 
iteration of the project was presented to the public as an Initial Study/Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (IS/MND). The IS/MND was approved by the Metro Board in 
March 2017. Metro’s Board passed a motion requesting that staff revisit the project 
and look at the Division 20 Rail Yard holistically, based on comments received by the 
community and Metro Operations. Since that date, staff have been looking at various 
design refinements. Although these improvements in the Division 20 Rail Yard do not 
include a station, they are designed in a manner that would not preclude a future 
station. These refinements to the project design resulted in the Proposed Project and 
required additional environmental analysis in the form of an EIR. Metro decided to 
move forward with an EIR for the Proposed Project and released a NOP on 
Wednesday, October 18, 2017. It was made available for the public to review during a 
30-day public comment period that ended on Friday, November 17, 2017. To inform 
the community of the review period, scoping meetings, community presentations and 
marketing efforts occurred. Refer to Appendix A Draft EIR Public Engagement Report 
for more information regarding the public outreach process. 

6-3  The EIR process does not follow a self-imposed timeline of Metro’s. Rather, it follows 
the duration of scoping and public review/comment periods required under CEQA as 
well as the timely opening of the Metro Purple Line Extension that necessitates 
implementation of the Proposed Project. The EIR process began with the issuance of 
the NOP on October 18, 2017 for scoping the Proposed Project. Comments received 
during the scoping period were considered in the preparation of the Draft EIR. After its 
completion, the Draft EIR was circulated for 45 days – rather than “just a couple of 
weeks” – to receive public input per Section 21091(a) of the Public Resources Code. 
Inclusive of the two scoping periods and the public review/comment period of the 
Draft EIR, the public was offered a total of 105 days to provide Metro with input 
regarding potential impacts. 
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6-4  The Draft EIR acknowledges in Section 3.3 Cultural Resources that the southernmost 
portion of the Pickle Works building (also known as the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle 
Storage Company building) was demolished during the City of Los Angeles 1st Street 
Viaduct and Street Widening Project. Under a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
with SHPO and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the City committed to 
rebuilding the southern wall of the Pickle Works building to mitigate the damage to the 
historic resource. Metro was not involved in the MOA and was not responsible for the 
demolition of Pickle Works or implementation of the MOA. Because the City did not 
have the financial resources to rebuild the southern wall, the City, FHWA, and SHPO 
recorded a covenant on the land on which the partially demolished building lies to 
require the next owner of the property to rebuild the southern wall. The covenant 
requires that the wall be rebuilt and that the building be occupied within five years of 
the property purchase. The covenant can only be released upon the receipt of the 
certificate of occupancy. Metro is aware of the covenant and has revised Mitigation 
Measure CR-3 to additionally include reconstruction of the southern portion of the 
building to the extent possible, and to ensure that a certificate of occupancy is issued 
within five years of Metro’s purchase of the property for a land use determined based 
on community input. 

CR-3 Metro shall do the following to minimize impacts to the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building: 

A. Metro shall prepare and implement a plan to retain and stabilize 
approximately 24,000 20,000 square feet of floor area of the extant portion 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building along Center 
Street (8,000 10,000 sf square feet per story on the basement, the ground 
floor, and the second floor), including the former location of the Art Dock, 
for potential future reuse.  

1. Stabilization of the remaining portions of the building to remain shall be 
designed and conducted in a manner consistent with the applicable 
SOI’s Standards. The stabilization design plan shall be prepared prior to 
commencement of any of the Proposed Project’s construction activities 
that could adversely affect the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage 
Company building. 

2. In order to preserve the maximum amount of historic materials 
comprising the floors and ceiling joists, Metro shall saw-cut through the 
first floor, second floor, and roof along the eastern side to be stabilized. 

3. Demolition of the eastern portion of the building may not occur until 
after the stabilization (item A.1) and saw-cut (item A.2) are complete. 

4. Brick exterior cladding material, windows, and other character-defining 
materials and features obtained from the demolition of the eastern wall 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building shall be 
salvaged and stored so that those original materials can be re-used to 
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clad the southern façade of the existing building or to clad any proposed 
Pickle Works replication addition to the south. 

B. Metro shall consult with the Arts District community to identify an 
appropriate future use for the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. Renovations to accommodate the new use shall not preclude the 
building’s eligibility to be considered as a City of Los Angeles Historic-
Cultural Monument. 

C. Upon identification of an appropriate future use for the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building, Metro shall develop an 
adaptive reuse plan in consultation with the Los Angeles Conservancy and 
the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources. The adaptive reuse 
plan shall:  

1. Develop an adaptive reuse design for historic rehabilitation consistent 
with the SOI’s Standards for Rehabilitation to a total of up to 
approximately 26,700 square feet of floor area.  

a. The adaptive reuse design shall include replication of the original 
southern façade of the former Pickle Works building to the 
maximum extent possible. 

b. The adaptive reuse plan shall be developed by Metro in consultation 
with the Los Angeles Conservancy and the City of Los Angeles Office 
of Historic Resources to ensure that adequate guidance is in place 
for historic rehabilitation principles to be incorporated into the 
needs of potential future reuse.  

c. Metro shall obtain the services of a firm specializing in historic 
preservation rehabilitation projects to provide guidance for 
development of the plan. 

D. Metro shall do the following to enable the Cultural Heritage Commission’s 
consideration of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company as a City 
of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument: 

1. Ensure the following character-defining features are preserved in the 
adaptive reuse design along the north and west elevations to convey the 
building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during the 
1970s and 1980s: 

a. Common-bond brick work 
b. Patterned but irregular spacing of fenestration and openings 
c. Segmentally arched windows of variegated dimensions 
d. Four-part corbelling at west and north elevation rooflines 
e. Ceramic insulators affixed to west elevation 
f. Sawtooth element at roof 
g. Recessed wood-frame multi-light windows 
h. Faux shutters and planters 
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i. The Art Dock bay, located at 112 Center Street (west elevation, 
second dock from north) 

j. Elevated single-bay loading docks 
k. Basement windows 
l. Stucco-capped stepped parapets at the roofline 

2. Apply to the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources and 
Cultural Heritage Commission for their consideration of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company to be designated as a City of Los 
Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument.  

a. The application shall base the statement of significance on the 
building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during the 
1970s and 1980s under Criterion 1: Is identified with important 
events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the 
nation, state, city or community.  

b. The nomination for Historic-Cultural Monument status would be 
prepared after the stabilization is complete. 

E. Metro shall preserve the opportunity to expand the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building towards the 1st Street Bridge to 
provide up to approximately 2,700 square feet of floor area (900 square feet 
per story on the basement, the ground floor, and the second floor). The 
determination whether to expand the building towards the 1st Street Bridge 
shall be made by Metro in consultation with the Arts District community, 
the Los Angeles Conservancy, and the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic 
Resources.  

1. Any expansion of the building towards the 1st Street Bridge area shall be 
conducive to replicating the appearance of the no-longer extant portion 
of the former Pickle Works building built in 1888, which was demolished 
by a different entity for a previous project – the widening of the 1st Street 
Bridge. 

F. A certificate of occupancy shall be recorded on the property for the future 
reuse within five years of Metro’s purchase of the property from the City. 

6-5 Metro has conducted extensive archival research on the Pickle Works building, which 
is referred to in the Draft EIR as the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building (Site of former Pickle Works). Please refer to Section 3.3 Cultural Resources 
as well as Appendix C.1 Historic Resources Technical Memorandum. 

6-6 As of the date of the release of this Final EIR, Metro has not acquired the real property 
at 100-120 North Santa Fe Avenue and may construct the Proposed Project without 
this property. If the property is acquired for the Proposed Project, its use by Metro will 
not have a significant effect on the Arts District.  
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6-7 To clarify, the MOW building to which this comment refers is Location 64 MOW, 
formerly known as Building 61s, which is a part of the Division 20 Rail Yard, but 
independent of and separate from the Proposed Project. The acquisition of the 
National Cold Storage Facility and the proposed acquisition of the Pickle Works 
building are for the Proposed Project, which is a different project than the Location 64 
MOW Project. The Proposed Project’s impacts to these historical resources and 
mitigation measures to reduce these impacts are documented in the Draft EIR. 
Additionally, Mitigation Measure CR-3 is revised in this Final EIR to further reduce the 
Proposed Project’s impacts to the Pickle Works building than what was originally 
planned and described in the Draft EIR. Refer to Response to Comment 6-4 for the 
revised mitigation measure. 

6-8 The comment summarizes objections to the Proposed Project and requests that the 
Proposed Project be rejected by the Metro Board. The comment does not directly 
assess the adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise significant environmental issues, and no 
further response is necessary. 
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LETTER NO. 7 RESPONSE 

Alan Kumamoto 
President 
Historic Cultural Neighborhood Council (HCNC) 
307 East First Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

7-1 This comment letter states that the Board of Directors for the Historic Cultural 
Neighborhood Council unanimously supports the Arts District’s concerns regarding 
the destruction of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. The 
remainder of the comment letter is a copy of Comment Letter No. 6. Refer to 
Responses to Comments 6-1 through 6-8 for detailed responses.  
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LETTER NO. 8 RESPONSE 

Rey Fukuda 
Little Tokyo Project Manager and Planner 
Little Tokyo Service Center 
231 East Third Street, G-106 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 

8-1 This comment requests the use of noise barriers and distributing the Noise Control 
and Monitoring Plan and Vibration Monitoring Plan to stakeholders within a 1,300-foot 
radius of the Project Site, including the Nishi Hongwanji Temple, Upper Crust Inc., 
and Fukui Mortuary. Mitigation Measure NV-1 on page 3.7-17 of the Draft EIR includes 
implementing temporary noise barriers and/or construction curtains. Section 3.7 
Noise and Vibration demonstrates that the potential for significant noise and vibration 
impacts is limited to sensitive uses at One Santa Fe. Therefore, Metro does not 
anticipate significant noise and vibration impacts to surrounding land uses that would 
justify the distribution of the Noise Control and Monitoring Plan to all stakeholders 
within 1,300 feet of the Project Site. However, the Nishi Hongwanji Temple, Upper 
Crust Inc., and Fukui Mortuary have been added to Metro’s list of interested 
stakeholders for future Project updates. Furthermore, Metro’s Community Relations 
team will be available for the duration of the Proposed Project, including during 
construction, to answer any questions or address concerns. 

8-2 This comment acknowledges that the assessment of cumulative impacts accounts for 
the Metro ESOC and West Santa Ana Branch Projects. It also correctly notes that street 
closures and construction-related air pollutant emissions are identified in the 
Executive Summary as Areas of Controversy, but erroneously refers to these issues as 
unavoidable impacts. As shown at the top of page ES-6, significant and unavoidable 
impacts are only identified for historic resources and construction-related noise and 
vibration at the One Santa Fe residences. 

Street closures are not anticipated on Center Street or cross streets west of Center 
Street, which is the location of Nishi Hongwanji Temple, Upper Crust Inc., and Fukui 
Mortuary (Page 4-19 of Chapter 4.0 Other CEQA Considerations). In addition, 
significant utility work is anticipated to be constrained to the Project Site (Page 4-123 
of Chapter 4.0 Other CEQA Considerations). Regardless, Metro is committed to 
coordinating construction activities with the adjacent community through the outreach 
process. 
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LETTER NO. 9 RESPONSE 

Adrian Scott Fine 
Director of Advocacy  
Los Angeles Conservancy  
523 West Sixth Street, Suite 826 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 

9-1  The introduction is a summary of acknowledgements that are further discussed in 
detail the letter. Responses to Comments 9-2 through 9-19 include detailed 
discussions of each comment summarized in the introduction. The Pickle Works 
portion of the building was demolished incrementally throughout the building’s 
history. Metro was not involved in any of the prior demolition. The remaining portion 
of the building is also referred to herein as the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage 
Company building. 

9-2  This comment describes the history of the Pickle Works and Citizens Warehouse/Lysle 
Storage Company building. Section 3.3 Cultural Resources of the Draft EIR includes a 
detailed description of the history behind the Pickle Works building. This specific 
comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise significant 
environmental issues and no further response is required. 

9-3  Page 3.3-23 of the Draft EIR states that the 10,000 square feet refers to the square 
footage on each story to be retained, not the total floor area to be retained. The total 
floor area to be retained was 20,000 square feet (i.e., 10,000 square feet per floor on 
two floors). Metro has since refined the plans and developed more precise engineering 
drawings to retain approximately 24,000 square feet of total floor area among three 
floors (basement, ground floor, and second floor). In addition, the plans have been 
revised such that Metro shall preserve the opportunity to expand the extant portion of 
the historical resource towards the south (i.e., towards the 1st Street Bridge), which 
would provide approximately 900 square feet of floor area on each floor, or a total of 
2,700 square feet among the basement, the ground floor, and second floor. This would 
expand the floor area of the building for potential future reuse and historic 
rehabilitation up to a total of 26,700 square feet.  

9-4  Demolition of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building is needed to 
increase storage capacity to meet the core capacity improvements referenced in 
Objective #1. The new storage tracks are necessary to support fleet sizes for the Metro 
Red and Purple Lines consistent with the Metro Rail Design Criteria levels of service, 
including headways and six-car train lengths. At six-car train lengths, the buildout of 
the Purple Line Extension would necessitate additional storage beyond the 104-car 
capacity that Division 20 currently supports. The current rail yard is physically 
constrained by its layout and the surrounding properties including the Los Angeles 
River and Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway to the east, the Metro ESOC 
Project and existing Metro portal to the north, and the Amtrak/Metrolink yard lead 
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tracks and Lucky Jeans Property to the south. Therefore, the Division 20 Rail Yard can 
only accommodate the necessary additional train storage through a westward 
expansion. This westward expansion area encompasses the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle 
Storage Company building, the 1st Street Bridge, and the National Cold Storage 
Facility. The parcels located at 200 North Center Street (National Cold Storage 
Facility), which Metro recently purchased, provide sufficient space for the proposed 
northern storage yard. The area at which Metro currently services its trains, located 
within the Division 20 Rail Yard directly south of the 1st Street Bridge and east of OSF, 
will be reconfigured for the proposed southern storage yard.  

The two proposed storage yards must connect with special trackwork for redundancy 
as well as safe and efficient operations. The Metro team considered many site design 
options using capacity, operations, point of failure, and efficiency as criteria. A number 
of the site designs differed minimally in how they would influence historic resources 
and, as such, they were grouped into two broad alternatives in the Draft EIR. Due to 
the location of the two storage yards and the geometry required to connect the tracks 
(e.g., the crossover tracks must be at least 1,000 feet from the portal), it is infeasible to 
avoid the east side of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building and all 
of the alternatives resulted in partial demolition. Avoiding the eastern side of the 
Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building would provide insufficient 
turning radii for train movements between the northern and southern storage yards 
that would not only violate Metro Rail Design Criteria and create unsafe and inefficient 
train operations, but also ultimately result in loss of storage capacity.  

As stated in Chapter 6 of the Draft EIR, the project assessed in the March 2017 
IS/MND does not meet operational requirements for the Purple Line Extension and is 
not considered a potentially feasible project alternative.  

Therefore, there are no feasible alternatives that would substantially reduce or avoid 
the Proposed Project’s significant and unavoidable impact to the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 

9-5  This comment reiterates the purpose of the storage tracks found in the Project 
Description of the Draft EIR. It does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise 
significant environmental issues. No further response is required. 

9-6  The discussion in Chapter 6 Alternatives includes the physical constraints that prevent 
Metro from developing a feasible alternative that would achieve most of the project 
objectives without modifying the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 
Refer to Response to Comment 9-4 for an explanation of the track geometry and 
location that necessitates the demolition of the eastern side of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. Regarding plans for preservation and 
reuse following the Proposed Project’s construction, Mitigation Measure CR-3 has 
been revised as follows to provide more details related to preserving and reoccupying 
the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building: 
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CR-3 Metro shall do the following to minimize impacts to the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building: 

A. Metro shall prepare and implement a plan to retain and stabilize 
approximately 24,000 20,000 square feet of floor area of the extant portion 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building along Center 
Street (8,000 10,000 sf square feet per story on the basement, the ground 
floor, and the second floor), including the former location of the Art Dock, 
for potential future reuse.  

1. Stabilization of the remaining portions of the building to remain shall be 
designed and conducted in a manner consistent with the applicable 
SOI’s Standards. The stabilization design plan shall be prepared prior to 
commencement of any of the Proposed Project’s construction activities 
that could adversely affect the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage 
Company building. 

2. In order to preserve the maximum amount of historic materials 
comprising the floors and ceiling joists, Metro shall saw-cut through the 
first floor, second floor, and roof along the eastern side to be stabilized. 

3. Demolition of the eastern portion of the building may not occur until 
after the stabilization (item A.1) and saw-cut (item A.2) are complete. 

4. Brick exterior cladding material, windows, and other character-defining 
materials and features obtained from the demolition of the eastern wall 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building shall be 
salvaged and stored so that those original materials can be re-used to 
clad the southern façade of the existing building or to clad any proposed 
Pickle Works replication addition to the south. 

B. Metro shall consult with the Arts District community to identify an 
appropriate future use for the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. Renovations to accommodate the new use shall not preclude the 
building’s eligibility to be considered as a City of Los Angeles Historic-
Cultural Monument. 

C. Upon identification of an appropriate future use for the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building, Metro shall develop an 
adaptive reuse plan in consultation with the Los Angeles Conservancy and 
the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources. The adaptive reuse 
plan shall:  

1. Develop an adaptive reuse design for historic rehabilitation consistent 
with the SOI’s Standards for Rehabilitation to a total of up to 
approximately 26,700 square feet of floor area.  
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a. The adaptive reuse design shall include replication of the original 
southern façade of the former Pickle Works building to the 
maximum extent possible. 

b. The adaptive reuse plan shall be developed by Metro in consultation 
with the Los Angeles Conservancy and the City of Los Angeles Office 
of Historic Resources to ensure that adequate guidance is in place 
for historic rehabilitation principles to be incorporated into the 
needs of potential future reuse.  

c. Metro shall obtain the services of a firm specializing in historic 
preservation rehabilitation projects to provide guidance for 
development of the plan. 

D. Metro shall do the following to enable the Cultural Heritage Commission’s 
consideration of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company as a City 
of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument: 

1. Ensure the following character-defining features are preserved in the 
adaptive reuse design along the north and west elevations to convey the 
building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during the 
1970s and 1980s: 

a. Common-bond brick work 
b. Patterned but irregular spacing of fenestration and openings 
c. Segmentally arched windows of variegated dimensions 
d. Four-part corbelling at west and north elevation rooflines 
e. Ceramic insulators affixed to west elevation 
f. Sawtooth element at roof 
g. Recessed wood-frame multi-light windows 
h. Faux shutters and planters 
i. The Art Dock bay, located at 112 Center Street (west elevation, 

second dock from north) 
j. Elevated single-bay loading docks 
k. Basement windows 
l. Stucco-capped stepped parapets at the roofline 

4. Apply to the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources and Cultural 
Heritage Commission for their consideration of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company to be designated as a City of Los 
Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument.  

a. The application shall base the statement of significance on the 
building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during the 
1970s and 1980s under Criterion 1: Is identified with important 
events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the 
nation, state, city or community.  



Division 20 Portal Widening/Turnback Facility Project  
Final EIR  3. Responses to Comments 

Page 3-49 

b. The nomination for Historic-Cultural Monument status would be 
prepared after the stabilization is complete. 

E. Metro shall preserve the opportunity to expand the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building towards the 1st Street Bridge to 
provide up to approximately 2,700 square feet of floor area (900 square feet 
per story on the basement, the ground floor, and the second floor). The 
determination whether to expand the building towards the 1st Street Bridge 
shall be made by Metro in consultation with the Arts District community, 
the Los Angeles Conservancy, and the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic 
Resources.  

1. Any expansion of the building towards the 1st Street Bridge area shall be 
conducive to replicating the appearance of the no-longer extant portion 
of the former Pickle Works building built in 1888, which was demolished 
by a different entity for a previous project – the widening of the 1st Street 
Bridge. 

F. A certificate of occupancy shall be recorded on the property for the future 
reuse within five years of Metro’s purchase of the property from the City. 

9-7  This comment correctly summarizes the storage capacity for trains under Alternatives 
2 and 3. The Proposed Project would provide storage space for 60 train cars in each of 
the storage yards. Section 2.3.3.2 Storage Tracks on page 2-8 of the Draft EIR has been 
revised to state that each storage area includes capacity for 60 train cars. The total 
capacity would be 282 train cars, which is 178 cars more than supported at the existing 
Rail Yard. 

9-8  The footprint of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building to be used 
for the Proposed Project is essential for the operation of the Proposed Project. Refer to 
Response to Comment 9-4 for a detailed explanation of how retention of more or all of 
the remaining Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building would render 
operation of the storage tracks infeasible. It is important to note that the Draft EIR 
does not specifically identify the northern storage tracks as the area where operations 
would be rendered infeasible. 

9-9  Metro’s compliance with the CEQA requirement to reduce project impacts to historic 
resources when possible is demonstrated in Chapter 6.0 Alternatives of the Draft EIR. 
Additional supporting information is provided in Responses to Comments 9-4, 9-6, 
and 9-8. Metro has not identified a track layout that could provide required storage to 
meet most of the objectives of the Proposed Project without modifying the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 

9-10  The legal requirements to identify feasible alternatives and mitigation measures are 
acknowledged in Chapter 1 Introduction and Chapter 6 Alternatives of the Draft EIR. 
As explained in Chapter 6.0 Alternatives of the Draft EIR, as well as above in 
Responses to Comments 9-4, 9-6, 9-8, and 9-9, Metro has not identified a track layout 
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that could provide required storage to meet most of the objectives without modifying 
the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. Additionally, a mitigation 
measure to lessen the Proposed Project’s impact on the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle 
Storage Company building was identified and listed as Mitigation Measure CR-3. As 
mentioned in Response to Comment 9-6, Mitigation Measure CR-3 has been expanded 
to not only protect and preserve the portions of the building not needed for the 
Proposed Project, but to also preserve the opportunity to restore portions that were 
removed by a prior project. The Proposed Project results in a significant impact 
despite the implementation of Mitigation Measure CR-3.  

9-11  Section 3.3 Cultural Resources incorrectly references the discussion of dismissed 
alternatives to Chapter 6.1 instead of Section 6.4. Refer to Chapter 2.0 Corrections and 
Additions of this Final EIR for the correction. Additionally, refer to Responses to 
Comments 9-4, 9-6, 9-8, and 9-9 for an explanation of why a track layout that could 
provide required storage to meet the objectives without modifying the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building has not been identified. 

9-12  This comment acknowledges the Draft EIR finding and expresses concern for the 
Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building’s neglected state. The comment 
also expresses concern for the lack of justification for broken agreements regarding its 
treatment. The agreement to which this comment refers is the covenant between the 
City of Los Angeles, the FHWA, and SHPO regarding the property on which the 
building stands. Recital G of the covenant states that “The City is presently without the 
financial resources to build the Southern Façade but understands the importance of 
rebuilding the Southern Façade to preserve the historic nature of the Pickle Works 
Building”. Metro is not the current owner of the building, and the building’s condition 
and prior agreements are the responsibility of the current owner, the City of Los 
Angeles. However, moving forward with the associated purchase of the property for 
the Proposed Project, Metro is committed to a reasonable and proper rehabilitation to 
serve the community’s needs in the future. Metro is aware of the covenant and has 
revised Mitigation Measure CR-3 to additionally include reconstruction of the southern 
portion of the building to the extent possible, and to ensure that a certificate of 
occupancy is issued within five years of the property purchase for a land use 
determined based on community input. Metro has also expanded the discussion in 
Mitigation Measure CR-3 to involve both the Los Angeles Conservancy and City of Los 
Angeles OHR in the rehabilitation plans and design, once the future use has been 
established with the community (Refer to Response to Comment 9-6 for revised 
Mitigation Measure CR-3). 

9-13  This comment correctly states that the EIR includes two mitigation measures relating 
to the historical resource. Refer to Response to Comment 9-6 for an explanation of 
how Mitigation Measure CR-3 has been revised to address the Los Angeles 
Conservancy’s concerns. Please note as clarification, the portion of the resource (built 
1888) that was the “Pickle Works” in the 19th century is no longer extant, having 
previously been demolished. The extant portions of the historical resource were 20th 
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century additions made by the Lysle Storage Company, built in 1905 and circa 1909, 
later known as Citizens Warehouse. 

With refinements by the design team, the floor area of the retained and stabilized 
portion of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building would exceed the 
20,000 square feet approximated in the Draft EIR by 4,000 square feet, amounting to a 
total of approximately 24,000 square feet to be retained and stabilized. In addition, 
Metro has determined that an additional 2,700 square feet of floor area could be added 
to the building at a later date through a reconstruction of the no-longer extant Pickle 
Works portion of the building to the south, for a total floor area of approximately 
26,700 square feet including the portion to be retained and stabilized by the Proposed 
Project. Refer to the revisions to Mitigation Measure CR-3 described in detail in 
Response to Comment 9-6. 

9-14  Refer to Response to Comment 9-6 for the revised Mitigation Measure CR-3 to address 
the Los Angeles Conservancy’s comments. 

As stated in Response to Comment 9-12, Metro is committed to a reasonable and 
proper rehabilitation to serve the community’s needs in the future. Metro has 
expanded the discussion in Mitigation Measure CR-3 to involve both the Los Angeles 
Conservancy and City of Los Angeles OHR in the rehabilitation plans and design. 
Metro is also committed to engaging the local community to determine the future land 
use. 

9-15  The building will be stabilized and rehabilitated within five years of Metro’s purchase 
of the property from the City. The building is currently supported by unreinforced 
masonry (URM) bearing walls and timber. The north URM wall will be partially 
demolished, the east URM wall will be completely demolished, and the south timber 
wall will be partially demolished. The exiting timber framing between the existing walls 
to be demolished will also be demolished. The existing brick from the demolished 
walls will be salvaged and will be used on the stabilized/restored building. The 
stabilized building will consist of existing timber framing as its primary gravity load 
resisting system. The existing north, west, and east-west intermediate URM walls will 
be maintained along with the wood truss and wood stud wall on the south end. The 
east wall will be rebuilt with reinforced concrete masonry unit (CMU) wall from 
basement to first floor and with wood framed wall from first to roof levels. Existing 
salvaged brick veneer will be applied to the new east wall. The seismic force resisting 
system (SFRS) for the stabilized building in the east-west direction will consist of 
existing north URM wall, existing east-west intermediate URM walls, and the existing 
Wood Truss at the South Wall. The SFRS in the north-west direction will consist of 
existing west URM wall and new steel-braced frames which will be located inside the 
wood framed walls. The diaphragm will be stabilized by introduction of new cross 
walls and the existing URM walls and new CMU walls will be braced out of plane by 
addition of new wall anchorage in the form of hold downs spaced at regular interval.  
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Regarding material salvaged for reuse, please refer to the following sentence added to 
Mitigation Measure CR-3 in Response to Comment 9-6, which states: “Brick exterior 
cladding material, windows, and other character-defining materials and features 
obtained from the demolition of the eastern wall of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle 
Storage Company building shall be salvaged and stored so that those original 
materials can be re-used to clad the southern façade of the existing building or to clad 
any proposed Pickle Works replication addition to the south.” While this question is 
addressed in Mitigation Measure CR-3 in the EIR, please note that the Proposed 
Project is not an undertaking under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act, and as a result Metro is not party to a Section 106 MOA. However, Metro plans to 
coordinate its proposed plan to stabilize the building, along with Mitigation Measures 
CR-2 and CR-3, with Caltrans, the City of Los Angeles, and the LA Conservancy, the 
former two of which are parties to a Section 106 MOA for the widening of the 1st Street 
Bridge over the Los Angeles River, which involved the former Pickle Works property. 

9-16  As clarified in the Response to Comment 9-12, this EIR only addresses the partial 
demolition of the eastern side of the building, and stabilization of the remaining 
portions of the historical resource. Metro will continue to meet with members and 
organizations from the Arts District community to explore potential re-use options for 
the building after stabilization. Such adaptation and associated programming and 
management to successfully operate has not been defined, but would need to be 
financially feasible and compatible with the local community and the historical 
resource, as demonstrated through an independent study. It should be clarified that 
Metro is not the current owner of the building, and that the building’s current 
condition and prior agreements are the responsibility of the current owner, the City of 
Los Angeles. Metro is committed to a reasonable and proper rehabilitation to serve the 
community’s needs in the future. Mitigation Measure CR-3 has been revised to require 
Metro to consult with the community to determine an appropriate use for the building 
and to consult with both the Los Angeles Conservancy and City of Los Angeles OHR 
during development of the adaptive reuse plan. 

Please note the Division 20 Portal Widening and Turnback Facility Project is not an 
undertaking under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, and as a 
result Metro is not party to a Section 106 MOA, and is not actively consulting with the 
California Office of Historic Preservation on this project. Metro plans, however, to 
coordinate its proposed plan for stabilization of the building, and mitigation measures 
CR-2 and CR-3 with Caltrans, the City of Los Angeles, and the LA Conservancy, the 
former two of which are parties to a Section 106 MOA for the widening of the 1st Street 
Bridge over the Los Angeles River, which involved the former Pickle Works property. 

9-17  The following responses address protections going forward, Historic-Cultural 
Monument (HCM), the south wall, the existing deed restriction, and protections 
against future threats. 
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Protections Going Forward. As stated in Response to Comment 9-16, Metro is 
committed to a reasonable and proper rehabilitation to serve the community’s needs 
in the future. Metro has expanded the discussion in Mitigation Measure CR-3 to 
involve both the Los Angeles Conservancy and City of Los Angeles OHR in the 
rehabilitation plans and design; to establish, in consultation with the community, a 
future use; and to obtain a certificate of occupancy within five years of the property 
purchase by Metro.  

Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM). Metro would consider nomination of the post-
rehabilitated historical resource to be an HCM if the Los Angeles Conservancy were to 
co-sponsor the future nomination after a re-use is identified by the community, and 
after Metro completes the rehabilitation effort in consultation with the Los Angeles 
Conservancy and OHR. Metro is aware the historical resource may not be declared an 
HCM because the oldest part of the property that was the Pickle Works is no longer 
extant, so it would likely not meet HCM criteria. There is a chance that the Cultural 
Heritage Commission (CHC) will agree with Metro’s assessment of the role that 
Citizens Warehouse played in the development of the Arts District in the 1970s and 
may find it to be significant under the HCM criteria, even after the partial demolition, 
rehabilitation and adaptive reuse are completed. With the Los Angeles Conservancy 
co-sponsoring the nomination, or at least stating they have no opposition to the 
nomination, the CHC is more likely to declare the historical resource to be an HCM.  

South Wall. The existing south wall is clad in non-historic smooth stucco and used to 
be an interior wall of the historical resource that was not visible from outside the 
building. It was exposed and clad in stucco after the City of Los Angeles demolished 
the original Pickle Works portion of the historical resource. Text has been added to 
Mitigation Measure CR-3 that will require Metro to preserve the opportunity to expand 
the building to the south to the maximum extent possible. Mitigation Measure CR-3 
was also revised to require Metro to consult with the Los Angeles Conservancy and the 
City of Los Angeles OHR during preparation of an adaptive reuse plan.  

Existing Deed Restriction. As noted in the comment, there is a deed restriction on the 
property dated September 9, 2014 that currently applies to the City of Los Angeles, and 
applies to any subsequent owner of the property, which is proposed to be Metro. As 
written, the deed restriction requires the subsequent owner to construct a new 
southern façade, in consultation with the SHPO, and “to the maximum extent 
possible, replicate the existing Southern Façade of the building in a manner consistent 
with the design of the remaining elements of the Pickle Works Building.” To aid in the 
future replication effort, some early 20th-century materials will be incorporated into the 
rehabilitation design. Accordingly, the following statement was added to Mitigation 
Measure CR-3 and see Response to Comment 9-14): “Brick exterior cladding material, 
windows, and other character-defining materials and features obtained from the 
demolition of the eastern wall of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building shall be salvaged and stored so that those original materials can be re-used to 
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clad the southern façade of the existing building or to clad any proposed Pickle Works 
replication addition to the south.” 

As was stated in Response to Comment 9-12, Metro will continue to meet with 
members and individuals from the Arts District community to explore potential re-use 
options for the building after stabilization. As discussed in Response to Comment 9-
14, Mitigation Measure CR-3 was strengthened by adding the following language: “A 
certificate of occupancy shall be recorded on the property for the future reuse within 
five years of Metro’s purchase of the property from the City.” Metro is not party to a 
Section 106 MOA for the Division 20 Portal Widening and Turnback Facility project. 
Metro does, however, plan to coordinate its proposed plans and Mitigation Measures 
CR-2 and CR-3 with Caltrans, the City of Los Angeles, and the LA Conservancy, the 
former two of which are parties to a Section 106 MOA for the widening of the 1st Street 
Bridge over the Los Angeles River, which involved the former Pickle Works property. 

Protections Against Future Threats. The Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building will continue to be recognized as a historical resource under CEQA because of 
its role in the development of the Arts District, as established by Metro in the draft EIR. 
Its original basis for being a historical resource was for its significance as a 19th-century 
building housing the Pickle Works and that basis is no longer relevant because of 
previous demolition by the City of Los Angeles. Any discretionary action that would 
substantially alter or demolish the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building 
would be afforded all the protections provided to a historical resource under CEQA. 

As discussed earlier in Response to Comment 9-17, Metro would consider nomination 
of the post-rehabilitated historical resource to be an HCM if the Los Angeles 
Conservancy were to co-sponsor the future nomination after a re-use is identified by 
the community, and after Metro completes the rehabilitation effort in consultation 
with the Los Angeles Conservancy and OHR. If the rehabilitated historical resource 
were to be declared an HCM, a building permit for the demolition, substantial 
alteration, or relocation of an HCM may not be issued before it is reviewed by the City 
of Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission, under the authority granted by Section 
22.171.14 of Article 1, Chapter 9, Division 22 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code.  

9-18  Metro acknowledges the Los Angeles Conservancy and its work to preserve and 
revitalize significant architectural and cultural heritage in Los Angeles County. This 
comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise significant 
environmental issues and no further response is required. 

9-19  Metro met with the Los Angeles Conservancy on June 20, 2018 to further discuss the 
comment letter. In response, Metro revised Mitigation Measure CR-3 and added 
additional language related to the HCM nomination. Metro has also provided more 
details related to the alternatives analysis. Coordination was continued through 
publication of the Final EIR.  
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LETTER NO. 10 RESPONSE 

Jonathan Jerald 
Secretary 
Los Angeles Downtown Arts District Space 
215 South Santa Fe Avenue, Suite 8 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-4353 

10-1 This comment claims that the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building 
“could eventually be rescued by some farsighted developer” and preserve portions that 
date back to the 1880s to honor its history. There are currently no plans filed with the 
City of Los Angeles for such action and such an assumption would be speculative for 
CEQA consideration. The preservation of portions that date back to the 1880s is 
impossible, as they were already demolished during the widening of the 1st Street 
Bridge. The remaining portions of the building were built as additions in 1905 and 
circa 1909. Refer to Section 3.3 Cultural Resources of the Draft EIR for a description of 
the building’s history. 

The comment also asserts that it would not be meaningful to preserve 20,000 square 
feet of the building because much of the building was demolished during the widening 
of the 1st Street Bridge, and because the Proposed Project calls for further demolition 
of the building. Although the total floor area to be retained was 20,000 square feet (i.e., 
10,000 square feet per floor on two floors), Metro has since refined the plans to 
preserve the opportunity to expand the total floor area of the building for potential 
future reuse and historic rehabilitation to a total of up to approximately 26,700 square 
feet. As shown below, Mitigation Measure CR-3 has been revised to include a 
rehabilitation plan developed in consultation with the Los Angeles Conservancy and 
the City of Los Angeles OHR to ensure that the rehabilitation plan will preserve historic 
components of the building and incorporate an appropriate future reuse.  

CR-3 Metro shall do the following to minimize impacts to the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building: 

A. Metro shall prepare and implement a plan to retain and stabilize 
approximately 24,000 20,000 square feet of floor area of the extant portion 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building along Center 
Street (8,000 10,000 sf square feet per story on the basement, the ground 
floor, and the second floor), including the former location of the Art Dock, 
for potential future reuse.  

1. Stabilization of the remaining portions of the building to remain shall be 
designed and conducted in a manner consistent with the applicable 
SOI’s Standards. The stabilization design plan shall be prepared prior to 
commencement of any of the Proposed Project’s construction activities 
that could adversely affect the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage 
Company building. 
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2. In order to preserve the maximum amount of historic materials 
comprising the floors and ceiling joists, Metro shall saw-cut through the 
first floor, second floor, and roof along the eastern side to be stabilized. 

3. Demolition of the eastern portion of the building may not occur until 
after the stabilization (item A.1) and saw-cut (item A.2) are complete. 

4. Brick exterior cladding material, windows, and other character-defining 
materials and features obtained from the demolition of the eastern wall 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building shall be 
salvaged and stored so that those original materials can be re-used to 
clad the southern façade of the existing building or to clad any proposed 
Pickle Works replication addition to the south. 

B. Metro shall consult with the Arts District community to identify an 
appropriate future use for the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. Renovations to accommodate the new use shall not preclude the 
building’s eligibility to be considered as a City of Los Angeles Historic-
Cultural Monument. 

C. Upon identification of an appropriate future use for the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building, Metro shall develop an 
adaptive reuse plan in consultation with the Los Angeles Conservancy and 
the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources. The adaptive reuse 
plan shall:  

1. Develop an adaptive reuse design for historic rehabilitation consistent 
with the SOI’s Standards for Rehabilitation to a total of up to 
approximately 26,700 square feet of floor area.  

a. The adaptive reuse design shall include replication of the original 
southern façade of the former Pickle Works building to the 
maximum extent possible. 

b. The adaptive reuse plan shall be developed by Metro in consultation 
with the Los Angeles Conservancy and the City of Los Angeles Office 
of Historic Resources to ensure that adequate guidance is in place 
for historic rehabilitation principles to be incorporated into the 
needs of potential future reuse.  

c. Metro shall obtain the services of a firm specializing in historic 
preservation rehabilitation projects to provide guidance for 
development of the plan. 

D. Metro shall do the following to enable the Cultural Heritage Commission’s 
consideration of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company as a City 
of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument: 

1. Ensure the following character-defining features are preserved in the 
adaptive reuse design along the north and west elevations to convey the 
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building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during the 
1970s and 1980s: 

a. Common-bond brick work 
b. Patterned but irregular spacing of fenestration and openings 
c. Segmentally arched windows of variegated dimensions 
d. Four-part corbelling at west and north elevation rooflines 
e. Ceramic insulators affixed to west elevation 
f. Sawtooth element at roof 
g. Recessed wood-frame multi-light windows 
h. Faux shutters and planters 
i. The Art Dock bay, located at 112 Center Street (west elevation, 

second dock from north) 
j. Elevated single-bay loading docks 
k. Basement windows 
l. Stucco-capped stepped parapets at the roofline 

2. Apply to the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources and 
Cultural Heritage Commission for their consideration of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company to be designated as a City of Los 
Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument.  

a. The application shall base the statement of significance on the 
building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during the 
1970s and 1980s under Criterion 1: Is identified with important 
events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the 
nation, state, city or community.  

b. The nomination for Historic-Cultural Monument status would be 
prepared after the stabilization is complete. 

E. Metro shall preserve the opportunity to expand the Citizens Warehouse/ 
Lysle Storage Company building towards the 1st Street Bridge to provide up to 
approximately 2,700 square feet of floor area (900 square feet per story on the 
basement, the ground floor, and the second floor). The determination 
whether to expand the building towards the 1st Street Bridge shall be made by 
Metro in consultation with the Arts District community, the Los Angeles 
Conservancy, and the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources.  

1. Any expansion of the building towards the 1st Street Bridge area shall be 
conducive to replicating the appearance of the no-longer extant portion 
of the former Pickle Works building built in 1888, which was demolished 
by a different entity for a previous project – the widening of the 1st Street 
Bridge. 

F. A certificate of occupancy shall be recorded on the property for the future 
reuse within five years of Metro’s purchase of the property from the City. 
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LETTER NO. 11 RESPONSE 

Jonathan Jerald 
Secretary 
Los Angeles Downtown Arts District Space 
215 South Santa Fe Avenue, Suite 8 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-4353 

11-1 This comment replicates Comment Letter No. 10. Refer to Response to Comments  
10-1 for a detailed response. 
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LETTER NO. 12 RESPONSE 

Jonathan Jerald 
Secretary 
Los Angeles Downtown Arts District Space 
215 South Santa Fe Avenue, Suite 8 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-4353 

12-1 This comment does not directly comment on the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The 
comment states that support for the Proposed Project is conditional on Metro funding 
a complete restoration of the remainder of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage 
Company building and the entire building is occupied as affordable housing for artists. 
Refer to Response to Comment 10-1 for a detailed response related to the same 
comments.  

12-2 This comment repeats Response to Comment 12-1. 
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LETTER NO. 13 RESPONSE 

Jonathan Jerald 
Secretary 
Los Angeles Downtown Arts District Space 
215 South Santa Fe Avenue, Suite 8 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-4353 

13-1 This comment does not directly comment on the adequacy of the Draft EIR. It restates 
comments from the same commenter that were stated in Comment Letters Nos. 10, 
11, and 12. Refer to Response to Comment 10-1 for a detailed response related to the 
same comments. 
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LETTER NO. 14 RESPONSE 

Gabrielle Newmark 
President 
Los Angeles River Artists & Business Association 

14-1 This comment is a copy of Comment Letter No. 6. Refer to Responses to Comments  
6-1 through 6-8 for detailed responses to each comment.  
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LETTER NO. 15 RESPONSE 

Sylvia Tidwell 
Head 
Santa Fe Arts Colony Tenants Association 
2415 South Santa Fe Avenue, Unit 2 
Los Angeles, CA 90058 

15-1 Metro acknowledges the significance of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building in the context of the Arts District. A history of the changes to the building is 
discussed in Section 3.3 Cultural Resources of the Draft EIR. As explained in Section 3.3 
Cultural Resources of the Draft EIR, Metro is aware that another party removed the 
southern portion of the building during the widening of the 1st Street Bridge. 

It is unclear whether this comment is a request for Metro to convert the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building into affordable housing instead of 
proceeding with the demolition as described in the Draft EIR or if it is a request for 
Metro to convert the building into affordable housing upon demolition of the eastern 
portion. Nevertheless, a shown below, Mitigation Measure CR-3 has been revised to 
detail how the remaining portion of the building will be preserved. Metro will engage 
with the community to identify the preferred land use as a separate project that will 
undergo its own environmental review process. 

CR-3 Metro shall do the following to minimize impacts to the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle 
Storage Company building: 

A. Metro shall prepare and implement a plan to retain and stabilize approximately 
24,000 20,000 square feet of floor area of the extant portion of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building along Center Street (8,000 10,000 
sf square feet per story on the basement, the ground floor, and the second 
floor), including the former location of the Art Dock, for potential future reuse.  

1. Stabilization of the remaining portions of the building to remain shall be 
designed and conducted in a manner consistent with the applicable SOI’s 
Standards. The stabilization design plan shall be prepared prior to 
commencement of any of the Proposed Project’s construction activities that 
could adversely affect the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. 

2. In order to preserve the maximum amount of historic materials comprising 
the floors and ceiling joists, Metro shall saw-cut through the first floor, 
second floor, and roof along the eastern side to be stabilized. 

3. Demolition of the eastern portion of the building may not occur until after 
the stabilization (item A.1) and saw-cut (item A.2) are complete. 

4. Brick exterior cladding material, windows, and other character-defining 
materials and features obtained from the demolition of the eastern wall of 
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the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building shall be salvaged 
and stored so that those original materials can be re-used to clad the 
southern façade of the existing building or to clad any proposed Pickle 
Works replication addition to the south. 

B. Metro shall consult with the Arts District community to identify an appropriate 
future use for the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 
Renovations to accommodate the new use shall not preclude the building’s 
eligibility to be considered as a City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument. 

C. Upon identification of an appropriate future use for the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building, Metro shall develop an adaptive 
reuse plan in consultation with the Los Angeles Conservancy and the City of 
Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources. The adaptive reuse plan shall:  

1. Develop an adaptive reuse design for historic rehabilitation consistent with 
the SOI’s Standards for Rehabilitation to a total of up to approximately 
26,700 square feet of floor area.  

a. The adaptive reuse design shall include replication of the original 
southern façade of the former Pickle Works building to the maximum 
extent possible. 

b. The adaptive reuse plan shall be developed by Metro in consultation 
with the Los Angeles Conservancy and the City of Los Angeles Office of 
Historic Resources to ensure that adequate guidance is in place for 
historic rehabilitation principles to be incorporated into the needs of 
potential future reuse.  

c. Metro shall obtain the services of a firm specializing in historic 
preservation rehabilitation projects to provide guidance for 
development of the plan. 

D. Metro shall do the following to enable the Cultural Heritage Commission’s 
consideration of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company as a City of 
Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument: 

1. Ensure the following character-defining features are preserved in the 
adaptive reuse design along the north and west elevations to convey the 
building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during the 1970s 
and 1980s: 

a. Common-bond brick work 
b. Patterned but irregular spacing of fenestration and openings 
c. Segmentally arched windows of variegated dimensions 
d. Four-part corbelling at west and north elevation rooflines 
e. Ceramic insulators affixed to west elevation 
f. Sawtooth element at roof 
g. Recessed wood-frame multi-light windows 
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h. Faux shutters and planters 
i. The Art Dock bay, located at 112 Center Street (west elevation, second 

dock from north) 
j. Elevated single-bay loading docks 
k. Basement windows 
l. Stucco-capped stepped parapets at the roofline 

4. Apply to the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources and Cultural 
Heritage Commission for their consideration of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company to be designated as a City of Los 
Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument.  

a. The application shall base the statement of significance on the 
building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during the 
1970s and 1980s under Criterion 1: Is identified with important events 
of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the 
nation, state, city or community.  

b. The nomination for Historic-Cultural Monument status would be 
prepared after the stabilization is complete. 

E. Metro shall preserve the opportunity to expand the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle 
Storage Company building towards the 1st Street Bridge to provide up to 
approximately 2,700 square feet of floor area (900 square feet per story on the 
basement, the ground floor, and the second floor). The determination whether 
to expand the building towards the 1st Street Bridge shall be made by Metro in 
consultation with the Arts District community, the Los Angeles Conservancy, 
and the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources.  

1. Any expansion of the building towards the 1st Street Bridge area shall be 
conducive to replicating the appearance of the no-longer extant portion of 
the former Pickle Works building built in 1888, which was demolished by a 
different entity for a previous project – the widening of the 1st Street Bridge. 

F. A certificate of occupancy shall be recorded on the property for the future reuse 
within five years of Metro’s purchase of the property from the City. 
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LETTER NO. 16 RESPONSE 

Alexander Friedman 
alek3773@gmail.com 

16-1 This comment expresses support for the Proposed Project and states that the 
Proposed Project should include an Arts District transit station. A new rail station and 
associated trackwork are outside the scope for the Proposed Project. The Proposed 
Project would provide core capacity improvements to accommodate increased service 
levels on the Metro Red and Purple Lines and provide faster service times at Union 
Station. The design associated with proposed improvements at the Project Site do not 
preclude a future Arts District Station. On June 28, 2018, the Metro Board authorized 
the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a funding agreement with the City of Los 
Angeles to undertake pre-design activities, prepare an EIR, and conduct public 
engagement for a potential Arts District/6th Street Station for an amount of $500,000. 
The study is anticipated to begin in late 2018 or early 2019. 
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LETTER NO. 17 RESPONSE 

Alexander Friedman 
alek3773@gmail.com 

17-1 This comment expresses support for the Proposed Project and states that the Project 
should include an Arts District Station. A new rail station and associated trackwork are 
outside the scope for the Proposed Project. The Proposed Project would provide core 
capacity improvements to accommodate increased service levels on the Metro Red 
and Purple Lines and provide faster service times at Union Station. The design 
associated with proposed improvements at the Project Site do not preclude a future 
Arts District Station. On June 28, 2018, the Metro Board authorized the Chief Executive 
Officer to enter into a funding agreement with the City of Los Angeles to undertake 
pre-design activities, prepare an EIR, and conduct public engagement for a potential 
Arts District/6th Street Station for an amount of $500,000. The study is anticipated to 
begin in late 2018 or early 2019. 
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LETTER NO. 18 RESPONSE 

Amy Ludwig 
acludwig@gmail.com 

18-1 The comments made in this letter are encompassed in the comments submitted by 
the Los Angeles Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 
responses for a detailed discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company (formerly Pickle Works) building, the analysis of 
alternatives to the Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with preservation, 
rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. 
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LETTER NO. 19 RESPONSE 

Andrea Uyeda 
andrea@edibol.com 

19-1 This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment 
states the need for a new transit station to in the Arts District to ease parking 
problems and improve connections to the Arts District. New employees associated 
with the Proposed Project would park on Metro property and would not interfere with 
available street parking. Note that a new rail station and other mobility improvements 
in the Arts District are outside the scope for the Proposed Project. The Proposed 
Project would provide core capacity improvements to accommodate increased service 
levels on the Metro Red and Purple Lines and provide faster service times at Union 
Station. The design associated with proposed improvements at the Project Site do not 
preclude a future Arts District Station. On June 28, 2018, the Metro Board authorized 
the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a funding agreement with the City of Los 
Angeles to undertake pre-design activities, prepare an EIR, and conduct public 
engagement for a potential Arts District/6th Street Station for an amount of $500,000. 
The study is anticipated to begin in late 2018 or early 2019. 
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LETTER NO. 20 RESPONSE 

Ann Wallace 
wallgab@annwallace.com 

20-1 The comments made in this letter are encompassed in the comments submitted by 
the Los Angeles Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 
responses for a detailed discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company (formerly Pickle Works) building, the analysis of 
alternatives to the Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with preservation, 
rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. 
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LETTER NO. 21 RESPONSE 

Athena Aramovich 
xorbes@icloud.com 

21-1 The comments made in this letter are encompassed in the comments submitted by 
the Los Angeles Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 
responses for a detailed discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company (formerly Pickle Works) building, the analysis of 
alternatives to the Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with preservation, 
rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. 
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LETTER NO. 22 RESPONSE 

Beverly Denenberg 
beverly@denenbergfinearts.com 

22-1 The comments made in this letter are encompassed in the comments submitted by 
the Los Angeles Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 
responses for a detailed discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company (formerly Pickle Works) building, the analysis of 
alternatives to the Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with preservation, 
rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. 
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LETTER NO. 23 RESPONSE 

Carlton Davis 
zelacmdjr@gmail.com 

23-1 This comment claims that Metro purchased the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage 
Company (formerly Pickle Works) building, emptied it, and unnecessarily demolished 
its southern portion when the Metro Gold Line was built over the 1st Street Bridge. To 
clarify, although Metro intends to acquire the building for the purposes of the 
Proposed Project, it does not and has never owned the property. The current owner of 
the property is the City of Los Angeles, who purchased it prior to the demolition of the 
southern portion of the building. It is true that the demolition occurred when the 1st 
Street Bridge was widened to accommodate the Metro Gold Line, but the widening of 
the Bridge was a City of Los Angeles project. It was the City of Los Angeles, not Metro, 
that made a commitment through a Memorandum of Agreement with SHPO and 
FHWA to rebuild the southern wall of the building. 

The comment also includes many of the same comments submitted by the Los 
Angeles Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 responses for a 
detailed discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage 
Company building, previous agreements regarding the building’s treatment, the 
analysis of alternatives to the Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with 
preservation, rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage 
Company building. 
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LETTER NO. 24 RESPONSE 

Christopher Smith 
leftcoastoline@gmail.com 

24-1 This comment expresses support for the Proposed Project.  
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LETTER NO. 25 RESPONSE 

Debbie Gaughan 
debnjohn@sbcglobal.net 

25-1 The comments made in this letter are encompassed in the comments submitted by 
the Los Angeles Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 
responses for a detailed discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company (formerly Pickle Works) building, the analysis of 
alternatives to the Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with preservation, 
rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. 
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LETTER NO. 26 RESPONSE 

Deborah Meadows 
dameadows@cpp.edu 

26-1 This comment supports the view to save Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
(formerly Pickle Works) building and reoccupy the space with housing and work space 
for artists. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 responses for a detailed discussion of the 
historic nature of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building, the 
analysis of alternatives to the Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with 
preservation, rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage 
Company building. 
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LETTER NO. 27 RESPONSE 

Douglas Geller 
douglas@shopwittmore.com 

27-1 This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment 
states the need for a new transit station to in the Arts District to ease parking 
problems and improve connections to the Arts District. New employees associated 
with the Proposed Project would park on Metro property and would not interfere with 
available street parking. Note that a new rail station and other mobility improvements 
in the Arts District are outside the scope for the Proposed Project. The Proposed 
Project would provide core capacity improvements to accommodate increased service 
levels on the Metro Red and Purple Lines and provide faster service times at Union 
Station. The design associated with proposed improvements at the Project Site do not 
preclude a future Arts District Station. On June 28, 2018, the Metro Board authorized 
the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a funding agreement with the City of Los 
Angeles to undertake pre-design activities, prepare an EIR, and conduct public 
engagement for a potential Arts District/6th Street Station for an amount of $500,000. 
The study is anticipated to begin in late 2018 or early 2019. 
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LETTER NO. 28 RESPONSE 

Evelyn Gray 
evegan@gmail.com 

28-1 The comments made in this letter are encompassed in the comments submitted by 
the Los Angeles Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 
responses for a detailed discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company (formerly Pickle Works) building, the analysis of 
alternatives to the Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with preservation, 
rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. 
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LETTER NO. 29 RESPONSE 

Frank Mastroly 
frank.mastroly@socal.rr.com 

29-1 This comment directs attention to the improper usage of technical terminology in the 
Draft EIR. The Draft EIR is revised such that the word “switches” is replaced with the 
word “turnouts”. Refer to Chapter 2.0 Corrections and Additions of this Final EIR. 

29-2 This comment describes several types of turnouts and provides examples. It does not 
directly address the adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise significant environmental issues 
and no further response is required. 

29-3 This comment expresses support for the Proposed Project but questions why the 
components were not considered in the 1990s. The comment does not directly 
address the adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise significant environmental issues and no 
further response is required. 
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LETTER NO. 30 RESPONSE 

James “Hal” McMath 
jhmcmath@gmail.com 

30-1 The comments made in this letter are encompassed in the comments submitted by 
the Los Angeles Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 
responses for a detailed discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company (formerly Pickle Works) building, the analysis of 
alternatives to the Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with preservation, 
rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. 
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LETTER NO. 31 RESPONSE 

Jason Foo 
jsnfoo@ymail.com 

31-1 The comments made in this letter are encompassed in the comments submitted by 
the Los Angeles Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 Response 
for a detailed discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle 
Storage Company (formerly Pickle Works) building, the analysis of alternatives to the 
Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with preservation, rehabilitation, and 
reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 
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LETTER NO. 32 RESPONSE 

Jay Falconer 
jayfalconer@live.com 

32-1 The comments made in this letter are encompassed in the comments submitted by 
the Los Angeles Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 
responses for a detailed discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company (formerly Pickle Works) building, the analysis of 
alternatives to the Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with preservation, 
rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. 
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LETTER NO. 33 RESPONSE 

Jonathan Jerald  
jonathan@ladadspace.org 

33-1 The comment claims that the public hearing at which the Draft EIR was discussed was 
scheduled or announced after its occurrence. The NOA documenting and announcing 
the release of the Draft EIR and the April 12, 2018 public hearing was issued on March 
16, 2018. Therefore, the public hearing was announced 27 days before its scheduled 
date. Refer to Appendix A Draft EIR Public Engagement Report of this Final EIR for 
additional information. 

In addition, release of Draft EIR and public hearing was also announced via Metro’s 
social media channels, Metro’s The Source blog, advertisements in local newspapers 
(Los Angeles Daily News, La Opinión, Downtown News, Eastside Journal, Rafu 
Shimpo), and postcards mailed to local businesses and residences within a 1,000-foot 
radius. The Metro team also walked the neighborhood and dropped off flyers for 
businesses and residents along One Santa Fe. Information was also posted on the 
project website and regular updates and reminders were sent to stakeholders through 
an email distribution list upon the initial release of the Draft EIR. The Draft EIR was 
also distributed to three local libraries in the downtown, Arts District, and Little Tokyo 
area for public review. 
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LETTER NO. 34 RESPONSE 

Jonathan Jerald 
jonathan@ladadspace.org 

34-1 This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the Draft EIR but expresses 
that the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building should be restored as 
much as possible and occupied by artists. As shown below, Mitigation Measure CR-3 
has been revised to provide more details related to preserving and reoccupying the 
Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building.  

CR-3 Metro shall do the following to minimize impacts to the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building: 

A. Metro shall prepare and implement a plan to retain and stabilize 
approximately 24,000 20,000 square feet of floor area of the extant portion 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building along Center 
Street (8,000 10,000 sf square feet per story on the basement, the ground 
floor, and the second floor), including the former location of the Art Dock, 
for potential future reuse.  

1. Stabilization of the remaining portions of the building to remain shall be 
designed and conducted in a manner consistent with the applicable 
SOI’s Standards. The stabilization design plan shall be prepared prior to 
commencement of any of the Proposed Project’s construction activities 
that could adversely affect the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage 
Company building. 

2. In order to preserve the maximum amount of historic materials 
comprising the floors and ceiling joists, Metro shall saw-cut through the 
first floor, second floor, and roof along the eastern side to be stabilized. 

3. Demolition of the eastern portion of the building may not occur until 
after the stabilization (item A.1) and saw-cut (item A.2) are complete. 

4. Brick exterior cladding material, windows, and other character-defining 
materials and features obtained from the demolition of the eastern wall 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building shall be 
salvaged and stored so that those original materials can be re-used to 
clad the southern façade of the existing building or to clad any proposed 
Pickle Works replication addition to the south. 

B. Metro shall consult with the Arts District community to identify an 
appropriate future use for the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. Renovations to accommodate the new use shall not preclude the 
building’s eligibility to be considered as a City of Los Angeles Historic-
Cultural Monument. 
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C. Upon identification of an appropriate future use for the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building, Metro shall develop an 
adaptive reuse plan in consultation with the Los Angeles Conservancy and 
the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources. The adaptive reuse 
plan shall:  

1. Develop an adaptive reuse design for historic rehabilitation consistent 
with the SOI’s Standards for Rehabilitation to a total of up to 
approximately 26,700 square feet of floor area.  

a. The adaptive reuse design shall include replication of the original 
southern façade of the former Pickle Works building to the 
maximum extent possible. 

b. The adaptive reuse plan shall be developed by Metro in consultation 
with the Los Angeles Conservancy and the City of Los Angeles Office 
of Historic Resources to ensure that adequate guidance is in place 
for historic rehabilitation principles to be incorporated into the 
needs of potential future reuse.  

c. Metro shall obtain the services of a firm specializing in historic 
preservation rehabilitation projects to provide guidance for 
development of the plan. 

D. Metro shall do the following to enable the Cultural Heritage Commission’s 
consideration of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company as a City 
of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument: 

1. Ensure the following character-defining features are preserved in the 
adaptive reuse design along the north and west elevations to convey the 
building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during the 
1970s and 1980s: 

a. Common-bond brick work 
b. Patterned but irregular spacing of fenestration and openings 
c. Segmentally arched windows of variegated dimensions 
d. Four-part corbelling at west and north elevation rooflines 
e. Ceramic insulators affixed to west elevation 
f. Sawtooth element at roof 
g. Recessed wood-frame multi-light windows 
h. Faux shutters and planters 
i. The Art Dock bay, located at 112 Center Street (west elevation, 

second dock from north) 
j. Elevated single-bay loading docks 
k. Basement windows 
l. Stucco-capped stepped parapets at the roofline 

2. Apply to the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources and 
Cultural Heritage Commission for their consideration of the Citizens 
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Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company to be designated as a City of Los 
Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument.  

a. The application shall base the statement of significance on the 
building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during the 
1970s and 1980s under Criterion 1: Is identified with important 
events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the 
nation, state, city or community.  

b. The nomination for Historic-Cultural Monument status would be 
prepared after the stabilization is complete. 

E. Metro shall preserve the opportunity to expand the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building towards the 1st Street Bridge to 
provide up to approximately 2,700 square feet of floor area (900 square feet 
per story on the basement, the ground floor, and the second floor). The 
determination whether to expand the building towards the 1st Street Bridge 
shall be made by Metro in consultation with the Arts District community, 
the Los Angeles Conservancy, and the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic 
Resources.  

1. Any expansion of the building towards the 1st Street Bridge area shall be 
conducive to replicating the appearance of the no-longer extant portion 
of the former Pickle Works building built in 1888, which was demolished 
by a different entity for a previous project – the widening of the 1st Street 
Bridge. 

F. A certificate of occupancy shall be recorded on the property for the future 
reuse within five years of Metro’s purchase of the property from the City. 

34-2 The comment is an exact restatement of Comment 34-1. 
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LETTER NO. 35 RESPONSE 

Judith Randall 
judrand05@yahoo.com 

35-1 The comments made in this letter are encompassed in the comments submitted by 
the Los Angeles Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 
responses for a detailed discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company (formerly Pickle Works) building, the analysis of 
alternatives to the Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with preservation, 
rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. 
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LETTER NO. 36 RESPONSE 

Kathie Cain 
kathie53cain@gmail.com 

36-1 This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the Draft EIR but expresses 
that the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building should be rehabilitated 
and reused. As shown below, Mitigation Measure CR-3 has been revised to provide 
more details related to preserving and reoccupying the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle 
Storage Company building.  

CR-3 Metro shall do the following to minimize impacts to the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building: 

A. Metro shall prepare and implement a plan to retain and stabilize 
approximately 24,000 20,000 square feet of floor area of the extant portion 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building along Center 
Street (8,000 10,000 sf square feet per story on the basement, the ground 
floor, and the second floor), including the former location of the Art Dock, 
for potential future reuse.  

1. Stabilization of the remaining portions of the building to remain shall be 
designed and conducted in a manner consistent with the applicable 
SOI’s Standards. The stabilization design plan shall be prepared prior to 
commencement of any of the Proposed Project’s construction activities 
that could adversely affect the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage 
Company building. 

2. In order to preserve the maximum amount of historic materials 
comprising the floors and ceiling joists, Metro shall saw-cut through the 
first floor, second floor, and roof along the eastern side to be stabilized. 

3. Demolition of the eastern portion of the building may not occur until 
after the stabilization (item A.1) and saw-cut (item A.2) are complete. 

4. Brick exterior cladding material, windows, and other character-defining 
materials and features obtained from the demolition of the eastern wall 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building shall be 
salvaged and stored so that those original materials can be re-used to 
clad the southern façade of the existing building or to clad any proposed 
Pickle Works replication addition to the south. 

B. Metro shall consult with the Arts District community to identify an 
appropriate future use for the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. Renovations to accommodate the new use shall not preclude the 
building’s eligibility to be considered as a City of Los Angeles Historic-
Cultural Monument. 
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C. Upon identification of an appropriate future use for the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building, Metro shall develop an 
adaptive reuse plan in consultation with the Los Angeles Conservancy and 
the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources. The adaptive reuse 
plan shall:  

1. Develop an adaptive reuse design for historic rehabilitation consistent 
with the SOI’s Standards for Rehabilitation to a total of up to 
approximately 26,700 square feet of floor area.  

a. The adaptive reuse design shall include replication of the original 
southern façade of the former Pickle Works building to the 
maximum extent possible. 

b. The adaptive reuse plan shall be developed by Metro in consultation 
with the Los Angeles Conservancy and the City of Los Angeles Office 
of Historic Resources to ensure that adequate guidance is in place 
for historic rehabilitation principles to be incorporated into the 
needs of potential future reuse.  

c. Metro shall obtain the services of a firm specializing in historic 
preservation rehabilitation projects to provide guidance for 
development of the plan. 

D. Metro shall do the following to enable the Cultural Heritage Commission’s 
consideration of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company as a City 
of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument: 

1. Ensure the following character-defining features are preserved in the 
adaptive reuse design along the north and west elevations to convey the 
building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during the 
1970s and 1980s: 

a. Common-bond brick work 
b. Patterned but irregular spacing of fenestration and openings 
c. Segmentally arched windows of variegated dimensions 
d. Four-part corbelling at west and north elevation rooflines 
e. Ceramic insulators affixed to west elevation 
f. Sawtooth element at roof 
g. Recessed wood-frame multi-light windows 
h. Faux shutters and planters 
i. The Art Dock bay, located at 112 Center Street (west elevation, 

second dock from north) 
j. Elevated single-bay loading docks 
k. Basement windows 
l. Stucco-capped stepped parapets at the roofline 
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2. Apply to the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources and 
Cultural Heritage Commission for their consideration of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company to be designated as a City of Los 
Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument.  

a. The application shall base the statement of significance on the 
building’s association with the Los Angeles Arts District during the 
1970s and 1980s under Criterion 1: Is identified with important 
events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the 
nation, state, city or community.  

b. The nomination for Historic-Cultural Monument status would be 
prepared after the stabilization is complete. 

E. Metro shall preserve the opportunity to expand the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building towards the 1st Street Bridge to 
provide up to approximately 2,700 square feet of floor area (900 square feet 
per story on the basement, the ground floor, and the second floor). The 
determination whether to expand the building towards the 1st Street Bridge 
shall be made by Metro in consultation with the Arts District community, 
the Los Angeles Conservancy, and the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic 
Resources.  

1. Any expansion of the building towards the 1st Street Bridge area shall be 
conducive to replicating the appearance of the no-longer extant portion 
of the former Pickle Works building built in 1888, which was demolished 
by a different entity for a previous project – the widening of the 1st Street 
Bridge. 

F. A certificate of occupancy shall be recorded on the property for the future 
reuse within five years of Metro’s purchase of the property from the City. 



Division 20 Portal Widening/Turnback Facility Project  
Final EIR  3. Responses to Comments 

Page 3-124 

 
 

  



Division 20 Portal Widening/Turnback Facility Project  
Final EIR  3. Responses to Comments 

Page 3-125 

LETTER NO. 37 RESPONSE 

Kathleen Bergstrom 
kathleenb@pacbell.net 

37-1 –  This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the Draft EIR but expresses 
that the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building should be saved. Refer 
to the Letter No. 9 Response for the analysis of alternatives to the Proposed Project 
and mitigation associated with preservation, rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the 
Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 
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LETTER NO. 38 RESPONSE 

Keith Nakata 
keithnakata@earthlink.net 

38-1 The comments made in this letter related to a preservation alternative for the Citizens 
Warehouse building are encompassed in the comments submitted by the Los Angeles 
Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 Response for a detailed 
discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
(formerly Pickle Works) building, the analysis of alternatives to the Proposed Project, 
and mitigation associated with preservation, rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the 
Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 
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LETTER NO. 39 RESPONSE 

Dr. Laura Ferguson 
fergosky@gmail.com 

39-1 This comment claims that the Pickle Works building (also known as the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building) is under threat of demolition due to its 
obstruction of a high school campus. To clarify, the Proposed Project is related to a 
train tunnel portal widening, a new turnback facility, and a rail yard expansion. It does 
not involve a high school campus. Refer to Section 1.1 Project Summary of this Final 
EIR. 

The comment does not directly address the adequacy of the Draft EIR but expresses 
that the Citizens Warehouse building should be saved. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 
responses for the analysis of alternatives to the Proposed Project and mitigation 
associated with preservation, rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 
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LETTER NO. 40 RESPONSE 

Lisa Angstreich 
langstreich@gmail.com 

40-1 This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the Draft EIR but expresses 
that the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building should be saved. Refer 
to Comment Letter No. 9 responses for the analysis of alternatives to the Proposed 
Project and mitigation associated with preservation, rehabilitation, and reoccupation 
of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 
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LETTER NO. 41 RESPONSE 

Mary Alice Wollam 
maryalicewollam@gmail.com 

41-1 This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the Draft EIR but expresses 
that the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building should be preserved. 
Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 responses for the analysis of alternatives to the 
Proposed Project and mitigation associated with preservation, rehabilitation, and 
reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 
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LETTER NO. 42 RESPONSE 

Nancy Uyemura 
nuyemura@gmail.com 

42-1 This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the Draft EIR but expresses 
that the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building should be preserved. 
Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 responses for the analysis of alternatives to the 
Proposed Project and mitigation associated with preservation, rehabilitation, and 
reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 
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LETTER NO. 43 RESPONSE 

Richard Schave 
schavester@gmail.com 

43-1  This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the Draft EIR but expresses 
that the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building should be preserved. 
Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 responses for the analysis of alternatives to the 
Proposed Project and mitigation associated with preservation, rehabilitation, and 
reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 
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LETTER NO. 44 RESPONSE 

Sabrina Nucciarone 
smnucciarone@yahoo.com 

44-1 This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the Draft EIR but expresses 
that the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building should be preserved. 
Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 responses for the analysis of alternatives to the 
Proposed Project and mitigation associated with preservation, rehabilitation, and 
reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 
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LETTER NO. 45 RESPONSE 

Sheri A. Saperstein 
sherisaperstein@gmail.com 

45-1 The comments made in this letter are encompassed in the comments submitted by 
the Los Angeles Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 
responses for a detailed discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company (formerly Pickle Works) building, the analysis of 
alternatives to the Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with preservation, 
rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building.  
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LETTER NO. 46 RESPONSE 

Tara Devine 
tdevine76@gmail.com 

46-1 The comments made in this letter related to a preservation alternative for the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building are encompassed in the comments 
submitted by the Los Angeles Conservancy in Letter No. 9. Refer to Comment Letter 
No. 9 responses for a detailed discussion of the historic nature of the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company (formerly Pickle Works) building, the analysis of 
alternatives to the Proposed Project, and mitigation associated with preservation, 
rehabilitation, and reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company 
building. 
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LETTER NO. 47 RESPONSE 

Terrance Ross 
bigtross@outlook.com 

47-1 This comment expresses support for a 6th Street Arts District train station as part of 
the proposed Metro West Santa Ana Branch Project, which is separate from the 
Proposed Project (the Division 20 Portal Widening/Turnback Facility Project). A new 
rail station and associated trackwork are outside the scope for the Proposed Project. 
The Proposed Project would provide core capacity improvements to accommodate 
increased service levels on the Metro Red and Purple Lines and provide faster service 
times at Union Station. The design associated with proposed improvements at the 
Project Site do not preclude a future Arts District Station. On June 28, 2018, the Metro 
Board authorized the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a funding agreement with 
the City of Los Angeles to undertake pre-design activities, prepare an EIR, and conduct 
public engagement for a potential Arts District/6th Street Station for an amount of 
$500,000. The study is anticipated to begin in late 2018 or early 2019. 
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LETTER NO. 48 RESPONSE 

Terrance Ross 
bigtross@outlook.com 

48-1 This comment expresses support for a 6th Street Arts District train station as part of 
the proposed West Santa Ana Branch Project, which is separate from the Proposed 
Project (Division 20 Portal Widening/Turnback Facility Project). A new rail station and 
associated trackwork are outside the scope for the Proposed Project. The Proposed 
Project would provide core capacity improvements to accommodate increased service 
levels on the Metro Red and Purple Lines and provide faster service times at Union 
Station. The design associated with proposed improvements at the Project Site do not 
preclude a future Arts District Station. On June 28, 2018, the Metro Board authorized 
the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a funding agreement with the City of Los 
Angeles to undertake pre-design activities, prepare an EIR, and conduct public 
engagement for a potential Arts District/6th Street Station for an amount of $500,000. 
The study is anticipated to begin in late 2018 or early 2019. 
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LETTER NO. 49 RESPONSE 

Valerie Mitchell 
mail20318@icloud.com 

49-1 This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the Draft EIR but expresses 
that the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building should be preserved. 
Refer to Comment Letter No. 9 responses for the analysis of alternatives to the 
Proposed Project and mitigation associated with preservation, rehabilitation, and 
reoccupation of the Citizens Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building. 

 The comment mentions that the Proposed Project’s impact on the Citizens 
Warehouse/Lysle Storage Company building without the promise of a train station 
feels like a disregard for the neighborhood. A new rail station and associated trackwork 
are outside the scope for the Proposed Project. The Proposed Project would provide 
core capacity improvements to accommodate increased service levels on the Metro 
Red and Purple Lines and provide faster service times at Union Station. The design 
associated with proposed improvements at the Project Site do not preclude a future 
Arts District Station. On June 28, 2018, the Metro Board authorized the Chief Executive 
Officer to enter into a funding agreement with the City of Los Angeles to undertake 
pre-design activities, prepare an EIR, and conduct public engagement for a potential 
Arts District/6th Street Station for an amount of $500,000. The study is anticipated to 
begin in late 2018 or early 2019. 
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3.4. RESPONSES TO PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKER COMMENTS 

PH-1 (Ms. Norton) This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the 
Draft EIR but expresses support for a 6th Street transit station. A 
new rail station and associated trackwork are outside the scope 
for the Proposed Project. The Proposed Project would provide 
core capacity improvements to accommodate increased service 
levels on the Metro Red and Purple Lines and provide faster 
service times at Union Station. The design associated with 
proposed improvements at the Project Site do not preclude a 
future Arts District Station. On June 28, 2018, the Metro Board 
authorized the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a funding 
agreement with the City of Los Angeles to undertake pre-design 
activities, prepare an EIR, and conduct public engagement for a 
potential Arts District/6th Street Station for an amount of 
$500,000. The study is anticipated to begin in late 2018 or early 
2019. 

PH-2 (Mr. Thompson) This comment discusses a loop design for the turnback tracks 
and additional widening of the portal. The comment does not 
relate to the adequacy of the Draft EIR or raise significant 
environmental issues, and no further response is required. 

PH-3 (Mr. Wright) This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the 
Draft EIR but expresses support for the project and for a 6th 
Street transit station. A new rail station and associated trackwork 
are outside the scope for the Proposed Project. The Proposed 
Project would provide core capacity improvements to 
accommodate increased service levels on the Metro Red and 
Purple Lines and provide faster service times at Union Station. 
The design associated with proposed improvements at the 
Project Site do not preclude a future Arts District Station. On 
June 28, 2018, the Metro Board authorized the Chief Executive 
Officer to enter into a funding agreement with the City of Los 
Angeles to undertake pre-design activities, prepare an EIR, and 
conduct public engagement for a potential Arts District/6th Street 
Station for an amount of $500,000. The study is anticipated to 
begin in late 2018 or early 2019.  

PH-4 (Mr. LaBonge) This comment does not directly address the adequacy of the 
Draft EIR but expresses support for a 6th Street transit station. A 
new rail station and associated trackwork are outside the scope 
for the Proposed Project. The Proposed Project would provide 
core capacity improvements to accommodate increased service 
levels on the Metro Red and Purple Lines and provide faster 
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service times at Union Station. The design associated with 
proposed improvements at the Project Site do not preclude a 
future Arts District Station. On June 28, 2018, the Metro Board 
authorized the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a funding 
agreement with the City of Los Angeles to undertake pre-design 
activities, prepare an EIR, and conduct public engagement for a 
potential Arts District/6th Street Station for an amount of 
$500,000. The study is anticipated to begin in late 2018 or early 
2019.  

 

 


