
APPENDIX F – BUILT ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT OF 
PARKS AND RECREATION 523 SERIES FORMS 





DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

State of California – The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #  
PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial  
 NRHP Status Code 6Z 
 Other Listings 
 Review Code Reviewer Date 
Page 1  of   3 *Resource Name or #: 414 E. Commercial Street (Map Reference No. 1-001) 
P1. Other Identifier: N/A 

*P2. Location: Ǐ Not for Publication ƴ Unrestricted *a. County: Los Angeles 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Los Angeles Date: 1981 Township: 1S Range: 13W Section: 27    S.B.B.M. 
 c. Address: 414 E. Commercial St. City: Los Angeles  Zip: 90012 
 d. UTM: Zone:  mE/     mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data:  APN:  5173-001-017 

*P3a.  Description: 
The subject property is an L-shaped parcel that includes one irregularly planned seven-story parking structure. The building is cited with a zero 
setback and occupies the majority of the parcel’s ground surface. The utilitarian building is constructed of a variety of concrete materials including 
formed concrete and concrete block. Its west and east elevations are symmetrically divided by vertical concrete piers with the surface area between 
piers infilled with concrete block. These elevations include no window openings; the west elevation features two large openings to accommodate 
ground-story vehicular access. The north (primary) and south elevations are divided horizontally with alternating structural members and large 
openings. A large ground floor opening is centrally located on the north elevation; an additional pedestrian entry is located immediately adjacent. 
Roof height varies throughout the building; all sections feature a flat roof.   

A rectangular planned, two-story addition extends from the building’s west elevation, set back from the public right-of way. It features stucco-clad 
walls, metal windows and doors and a flat roof.   

  

 

 

  
*P3b. Resource Attributes: HP39. Other 
*P4. Resources Present: ƴ Building Ǐ Structure Ǐ Object Ǐ Site Ǐ District Ǐ Element of District Ǐ Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5a. Photo or Drawing 

 

P5b. Description of Photo:  
North and west elevations; camera facing southeast.  

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
 ƴ Historic Ǐ Prehistoric Ǐ Both 

1971 (LADBS) 

*P7. Owner and Address: 
N/A 

*P8.  Recorded by: 
Rachel Perzel 
Rincon Consultants 
180 North Ashwood Ave  
Ventura CA 93003 

*P9.  Date Recorded: 
10/25/2018 

*P10.  Survey Type:  
Intensive 

*P11.  Report Citation: 
2019. West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Environmental Study, Cultural Resources Survey Report. Prepared for Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transit Authority by Rincon Consultants, Inc. 
 *Attachments: Ǐ NONE  ƴ Location Map  Ǐ Sketch Map  Ǐ Continuation Sheet  ƴ Building, Structure, and Object Record 

Ǐ Archaeological Record  Ǐ District Record  Ǐ Linear Feature Record  Ǐ Milling Station Record  Ǐ Rock Art Record 

Ǐ Artifact Record  Ǐ Photograph Record  Ǐ Other (List):  
 



DPR 523J (Rev. 1/1995)(Word 9/2013)  * Required information 

Page 2 of  3      *Resource Name or #  414 East Commercial Street (Map Reference No. 1-001) 
*Map Name: Los Angeles                           *Scale:   1:24,000       *Date of map: 1981 

State of California C Natural Resources Agency  Primary #                                    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#                                       

LOCATION MAP     Trinomial                                    

 



 

 

 

 

*Resource Name or # 414 East Commercial Street (Map Reference No. 1-001) *NRHP Status Code 6Z  
Page 3  of  3 

 

DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California C The Resources Agency  Primary #                                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#                                            

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 
 

 

B1. Historic Name:  N/A 
B2. Common Name: N/A 
B3. Original Use: Parking Structure  B4. Present Use: Parking Structure 
*B5. Architectural Style: No discernible style 
*B6. Construction History:  

Although there was permitted development on the subject parcel as early as 1908, building permits indicate the parking structure was constructed 
in 1971 (LADBS 1971). A review of historic-era aerial images indicates that a small, rectangular-planned addition was added to its west elevation 
at an unknown date (UCSB var.). Field observations indicate that it has not been extensively altered since the time of its construction.  

*B7. Moved? ƴ No Ǐ Yes Ǐ Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 
*B8. Related Features: None 
B9a. Architect: Unknown b. Builder: Unknown 
*B10. Significance: Theme N/A Area N/A 

Period of Significance N/A Property Type N/A Applicable Criteria N/A 
The subject property is a parking structure constructed in 1971. According to SurveyLA, eligible parking structures in Los Angles should be 
constructed during the period of significance (1920-1960); be an excellent, early, or rare example of the property type; and contain architectural 
site layout features that reflect the influence of the automobile. 
The subject property is recommended ineligible for listing in the National or California Registers, or as a City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument, under any significance criteria. The property does not meet the eligibility requirements for parking structures, or any other 
Context/Theme/Property Type combination included in the SurveyLA Historic Context Statement. Research also did not indicate that the 
property is associated with any important events or persons significant in the history of the city, region, state, or nation (Criteria A/1/1 and 
B/2/2). The utilitarian building is a parking structure which does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction, represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criteria C/3/3). A review of available evidence and records search 
results did not indicate that the property may yield important information about prehistory or history (Criteria D/4). The property is also not 
eligible as a contributor to any existing or potential historic districts. 
 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes:  N/A 
*B12. References: 

Los Angeles, County: Office of the Assessor. “Property Assessment Information 
System.” http://maps.assessor.lacounty.gov/. Accessed October 2018.  

Los Angeles, City of: Department of Building and Safety. “Search Online Building 
Records.” [tabular data]. City of Los Angeles Building Permits. 
http://ladbsdoc.lacity.org/idispublic/. Accessed July 2018.  

Los Angeles, City of: Public Library. “Los Angeles Street – Reverse Directories.” 
[digitized archive]. 1906, 1927, 1956-1987. http://rescarta.lapl.org/ResCarta-
Web/jsp/RcWebBrowseCollections.jsp. Accessed July 2018.  

Los Angeles, City of: Public Library. “Historic City and Business & Phone 
Directories.” [digitized archive]. 1873-1970. http://rescarta.lapl.org/ResCarta-
Web/jsp/RcWebBrowseCollections.jsp. Accessed July 2018.  

Netronline. “Historic Aerials.” [digital photograph database]. Images of the Project 
Area viewed online. https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer. Accessed July 2018.  

Newspapers.com. “Home.” [digitized archive]. Newspaper Articles, various by location 
and date. https://www.newspapers.com/. Accessed July 2018.  

ProQuest. “Digital Sanborn Maps, 1867-1970.” [digital map database]. Fire insurance 
maps of the Project Area. http://sanborn.umi.com.ezproxy.lapl.org/splash.html. Accessed 
July 2018. 

B13. Remarks: N/A 
*B14. Evaluator: Rachel Perzel, Rincon Consultants 
*Date of Evaluation: October  25, 2018 
 
 

http://maps.assessor.lacounty.gov/
http://maps.assessor.lacounty.gov/


State of California ½ The Resources Agency Primary # 19-186945 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page 1 of 2  *Resource Name or # 462 East Commercial Street (Map Reference No. 1-002) 
*Recorded by:  Rachel Perzel, Rincon Consultants *Date: November 22, 2018 ÄContinuation Â Update 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 

The subject property was previously recorded and evaluated by EDAW, Inc. as part of the Historical Evaluation Report for the 
Downtown Bus Maintenance and Inspection Facility in 2005. At the time, the evaluation found the subject property ineligible for 
historic designation; it was given a California Historical Resource Status Code of: 6Z- found ineligible for NR, CR or local 
designation through survey evaluation.    
 
The current survey update of the subject property was conducted as part of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Environmental Study in Los Angeles County, California. Since the property was last evaluated the building in 2005, it has been 
demolished and a new building is currently being constructed on the property. As such the property contains no resources which 
would qualify for listing in the NRHP, CRHR, or for local designation under any significance criteria.  
 

   
462 East Commercial Street -view to the east 
 
References:  
California, State of: Department of Parks and Recreation  
2005 DPR 523 Series forms for 462 East Commercial Street- P #-19-186945. Prepared by EDAW, Inc. April.  
 



State of California ½ The Resources Agency Primary # 19-186945 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
LOCATION MAP Trinomial   
Page 2 of 2 *Resource Name or #:  462 East Commercial Street (Map Reference No. 1-002) 
*Map Name: Los Angeles                                  *Scale: 1:24,000    *Date of Map: 1981 

DPR 523J (1/95) *Required information 
 



R 13W: Unsectioned; S.B. B.M.
Zip: 90012

*P3a Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

The utilitarian industrial building complex at 462 E. Commercial St. consists of three attached buildings. The primary building was
erected in 1946 as a one-story rectangular corrugated steel warehouse on a poured-concrete foundation, covered by a front gable
metal roof that is supported by metal trusswork. In 1955, a one-story rectangular concrete-block warehouse was attached to the
south end of the steel warehouse. It has an arched roof supported by wood trusswork that is covered by rolled asphalt; a concrete
loading dock is located on the south end. In 1973, a rectangular one-story concrete-block side addition with a flat roof was built. It
encompasses the east elevation of the steel warehouse and abuts the northeast corner of the concrete warehouse. (See
Continuation Sheet).

*p3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP8. Industrial Building
*4 Resources Present: llBuilding CStructure CObject OSite DDistrict CElement of District COther (Isolates, etc.)

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,
accession #) SE; 3/23/05; 05120110-61.

*P6. Date ConstructedlAge and Sources:
IJHistoric

C Prehistoric C Both
LA DBS building permits:1946; 1955; 1973.

*7 Owner and Address:
Quan, Him 0. and Yuen, Y., Trustees.
1824 Peterson Ave.
S. Pasadena, California 91030

*P8 Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, and
address) M. Wuellner

EDAW, Inc.
3780 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 250
Los Angeles, California 90010

*9 Date Recorded: 4/13/2005

*P1O. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive pedestrian

*P11 Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”) M. Wuellner. “Historical Evaluation Report for the Downtown
Bus Maintenance and Inspection Facility, Los Angeles, CA.” Prepared by EDAW for Los Angeles Dept. of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering.

*Attachments: CNONE ELocation Map lSketch Map llContinuation Sheet Building, Structure, and Object Record
CArchaeological Record CDistrict Record CLinear Feature Record OMilling Station Record CRock Art Record
DArtifact Record DPhotograph Record C Other (List):

State of California—The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial 1 9 - 1869 4 5
NRHP Status Code

Other Listings
Review Code Reviewer Date

Page 1 of 5 *Resource Name or #: 462 East Commercial Street

P1. Other Identifier:
*p2. Location: C Not for Publication Unrestricted *a. County: Los Angeles

and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5 Quad: Los Angeles Date: 1966; Photorevised 1981 T iS
c. Address: 462 East Commercial Street City: Los Angeles
d. UTM: Zone: 10; mE/ mN (G.P.S.)
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:

462 E. Commercial St. is situated on the southwest corner of the intersection of E. Commercial St. and N. Hewitt St. on
Assessor’s Parcel Number 5173-001-018. The property faces north toward E. Commercial St.; the east side of the property
is situated along N. Hewitt St. The property is located just south of US-lOl on the eastern portion of the block bounded by
Alameda St. to the west, E. Commercial St. to the north, N. Hewitt St. to the east, and Ducommun St. to the south.
Traveling south on Alameda St. turn left onto Commercial St.

r

DPR 523A (1195) *Required information



)ING LOC

I.

CONTOUR INTERVAL 40 FEET

6000 7000 FLET

19 186945

Itt;

Page2 of5

State of California - The Resources Agency Primary #____________________________________________________

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #____________________________________________

LOCATION MAP Trinomial_________________________________

*
Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 462 East Commercial St.

Calif. 7.5 C - -

*
Date of Map: -

DPR 523J (1195) *Required Information



19- 186945
State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

Page 3 of 5 *NRHP Status Code 6Z
*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 462 East Commercial Street

BI. Historic Name: Zalkin & Co.
B2. Common Name: none
B3. Original Use: Office, laboratories, warehouse, auto storage
B4. Present Use: Office, food factory, warehouse, parking lot

*B5. Architectural Style: Mid_20th century Utilitarian Industrial
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) In 1928 the former barn located on the site was

altered for a shop. In 1938 the Zalkin Co. established a rag processing plant in the shop, which was the only building on the
lot. The building was situated at the southwest corner of Commercial and Hewitt streets along the north and west property
line and extended about half the length of the lot. In 1939, the lot was also used for Class C and D auto storage. A new steel
warehouse was built adjacent to the shop building on the west in 1946. An office, reception room and toilet were installed in
the shop building also in 1946. About that time structural repairs including the replacement of rotted posts, rafters and
bracing were also completed, and a 9 x 12-ft. pit for bundling clothes was installed. The loading area immediately behind the
two buildings was accessed by a driveway from Ducommun St. In 1955, a new concrete warehouse was built on the rear
portion of the lot along with a new loading dock, loading area, ramp, and parking area. The property was converted to a food
factory about 1973. At that time the 1928 shop was demolished and the extant concrete-block addition to the east side of the
steel warehouse was built. Alterations to the existing buildings included interior partitions and a tee-bar ceiling. The present
8-ft. security fence located approximately 4-ft. from the face of the building was also probably installed about this time. The
existing advertising sign in the parking lot was installed in 1997.

*87 Moved? TiNo DYes DUnknown Date: Original Location:
*88. Related Features:

Parking lot adjacent to complex on west. Regency Outdoor Off-site Advertising Sign located in parking lot near northwest
corner of steel warehouse stands at 59-ft. overall height.

B9a. Architect: G. J. Nurse (1946); Wm. Porush (1955); King M. Huang (1973 remodel) b. Builder: Kyle Steel Const. Co.
(1946); Ralph Camarillo & Son (1973).

*B1o Significance: Theme: Industrial Development Area: Downtown Los Angeles
Period of Significance: 1938-1973 Property Type: Light Industrial Complex Applicable Criteria: N/A

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)
This light industrial building complex is not recommended eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources. The
building complex, which dates from 1946 to 1973, is not associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage, nor is the building complex associated with lives of persons important
in our past. The industrial building complex does not embody distinctive characteristics, nor does it represent the work of an
important individual or possess high artistic values. It does not have the potential to yield information important in history.

BI 1. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes): None

*B12 References:
Sanborn Fire Insurance Atlases of Los Angeles (1888-1970).
Los Angeles County Assessor Report, 3/23/2005.
Historical Building Permits: 1928; 1946; 1949; 1951; 1955; 1973; 1973;
1974; 1997. Certificate of Occupancy: 1947; 1952; 1955

B13. Remarks:

*B14. Evaluator: M. Wuellner, Ph.D.

*Date of Evaluation: 4/13/05

(This space reserved for official comments.)

DPR 523B (1195) *Required information



19-186945
State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial

Page 4 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 462 East Commercial Street

*Recorded by: M. Wueliner *Date: 4/13/05

*P3a Description: (Continued)
The 1946 steel warehouse is a metal building throughout, with a steel structure, corrugated metal siding, and a corrugated metal
roof. The front (north) gable end has a metal box cornice (painted). There is a large metal roof vent with a fan located on the
northeast corner of the roof. The front elevation (north) has a center roll (side-to-side) steel warehouse door. There is a single
door opening with a metal door on the north corner of the west elevation. Five former window bays on the west elevation have
been closed with corrugated siding. The east and south elevations are not visible because of the 1955 warehouse and 1973
addition.

The 1955 concrete-block warehouse has a poured-concrete foundation that incorporates the remains of the 1946 concrete
loading dock. The front elevation of the warehouse faces south toward Ducommun St. and has a large single warehouse bay
with a metal roll-down door that is sheltered by a metal awning. The poured-concrete loading dock has a ramp and steps. The
arched timber-truss roof is covered by rolled asphalt and has a cylindrical roof vent. The concrete-block walls on the side
elevations extend above the cornice of the roof to form rectangular parapets. The building has metal (tin or brass) downspouts
on the corners. The area along the east side of the building is used for parking and is protected by a concrete-block wall and
wire fencing.

Additional Photograph:

l1Continuation Li Update

1955 Warehouse (Foreground) and 1973 Addition, to NW (M. Wuellner, 3/23/05, 05120110-6).

IJPR 523L (1195) *Required information



19-186945

State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial

Page5 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 462 East Commercial Street

*Recorded by: M. Wueliner *Date: 4/13/05 Continuation 11 Update

*P3a. Description: (Continued)

The 1973 concrete-block addition is built on the corner of E. Commercial and Hewitt Streets, and consequently has a diagonal
wall at the corner. The front elevation faces E. Commercial St. and has a recessed entrance vestibule and a rectangular sliding
window. The entrance has concrete steps and a single metal door. The east elevation has three similar sliding windows.
There is a rear double-door (metal) entrance with a metal awning. The roof is not visible, but is probably a flat roof (composite);
there is a small roof vent projecting from the northeast corner. The concrete walls rise above the cornice to form a parapet
around the front, corner, and east elevations.

Additional Photograph:

1973 Addition (Foreground) and 1946 Steel Warehouse, to SW (M. Wuellner, 3/23/05, 05120110-11).

DPR 523L (1195) *Required information



State of California ½ The Resources Agency Primary # 19-190550 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page 1 of 2  *Resource Name or # 152 North Central Avenue (Map Reference No. 1-003) 
*Recorded by:  Rachel Perzel, Rincon Consultants *Date: November 22, 2018 ÄContinuation Â Update 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 

The subject property was previously recorded and evaluated in 2009 by SWCA Environmental Consultants as part of the Built Environment 
Resources Technical Report for the Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project. At that time, the property was found ineligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR), and for local designation under any 
significance criteria. It was given a California Historical Rescues Status Code: 6Z-found ineligible for the NRHP, CRHR, or local designation 
through survey evaluation.  
 
The current survey update of the subject property was conducted as part of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Environmental Study in 
Los Angeles County, California. Since the property was last evaluated, there have been no visible alterations. There is no evidence to suggest 
that the property is now eligible for historic designation. It is recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP, CRHR and as a city HCM.  
 

  
152 North Central Avenue, north and east elevations; view to the southwest. 
 

  
152 North Central Avenue, east elevation; view to the southwest. 
 
References:  
Murray, Sam et al. (SWCA Environmental Consultants) 
2009 California DPR 523 Series Forms for 152 North Central Avenue (P-19-190550). Available at the South Central Coastal Information 

Center, California State University Fullerton.   
 



State of California ½ The Resources Agency Primary # 19-190550 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial  
Page 2  of 2 *Resource Name or # 152 North Central Avenue  (Map Reference No. 1-003)
*Recorded by:  Rachel Perzel, Rincon Consultants *Date: November 22, 2018 ÄContinuation Â Update

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information



State of California ½ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code   6Z 
    Other Listings  

 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   

Page  1  of  3 *Resource Name or #: 152 North Central Avenue building (No. 6-10) 
ɯ
P1.  Other Identifier:  Union Hardware and Metal Company, Los Angeles Police Garage, The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA 

*P2.  Location:  Ä Not for Publication    | Unrestricted *a. County:  Los Angeles 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad: Los Angeles, CA  Date: 1966ɯ(photorevisedɯ1981,ɯminorɯrevisionɯ1994)ɯ ɯT 1S R 13W  Sec. Unsectioned      
B.M. SanɯBernardino 

ɯ c.ɯɯAddress:      152 North Central Avenue City:  Los Angeles Zip: 90012 
ɯ d.ɯɯUTM:  Zone:   ;   mE/   mNɯ(G.P.S.)  
ɯ e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:   

 APN: 5161-012-905 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   

The subject property is a large, high cube industrial building, configured in an irregular quadrilateral in plan.  It has 
reinforced concrete walls and a continuous parapet.  The nearly flat roof has various rectangular skylights, arranged at equal 
intervals. The ground floor has various large loading dock-type openings, infilled in a variety of materials, including 
contemporary storefront with double storefront doors (1983) and three-part doors which open from the bottom.  The large 
openings contain continuous steel headers, above which there are steel sashed, multi-light windows and louvered metal 
vents.  Smaller, punched, multi-light, steel sashed windows are arranged between the larger openings.  On the east side, a 
nearly full-length, partial-height, exposed steel frame circumscribes an outdoor “room,” attached to the perimeter wall.  
Alterations include the addition of storefront, the steel frame (1983) and a possible addition to the south side (year unknown).  
The building is located north of the Japanese American National Museum, facing former Central Avenue (now a pedestrian 
mall).  The north portion of the parcel contains a surface parking lot.  It is located in the densely built-up Central Business 
District at the eastern perimeter of Little Tokyo, and is surrounded by various surface parking lots, parking garages, mid- and 
high-rise commercial buildings. 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   HP7. 3+ story commercial building 
*P4.  Resources Present: |Building Ã Structure ÄObject ÄSite ÄDistrict ÃElement of District ÄOther (Isolates, etc.) 

P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 

View southwest, March 16, 2009,  
Photograph # 2507 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
| Historic    ÄPrehistoric    ÄBoth 
1947, Los Angeles County Office of the Assessor 

*P7.  Owner and Address:  

 

 

 

*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)ɯɯ 
S. Murray, S. Carmack, K. Harper and F. Smith 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
625 Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 190 
South Pasadena, CA  91030 

*P9.  Date Recorded:  March 16, 2009 

*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 
 
 
 
 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")ɯɯ 
Built Environment Resources Technical Report, Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project, Los Angeles County, California 
(SWCA Environmental Consultants 2009) 

*Attachments: ÄNONE  | Location Map  ÄSketch Map  ÄContinuation Sheet  |Building, Structure, and Object Record 
ÄArchaeological Record  ÄDistrict Record  Ä Linear Feature Record  ÄMilling Station Record  ÄRock Art Record 
ÄArtifact Record  ÄPhotograph Record  Ä Other (List): 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 

 

19-190550



State of California ½ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   

LOCATION MAP Trinomial   
 
Page  2  of  3 *Resource Name or #: 152 North Central Avenue building (No. 6-10) 
 
*Map Name: Los Angeles, CA                               *Scale: 1:24,000    *Date of Map: 1966 (Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
 

 
 

DPR 523J (1/95) *Required information  

 
USGS 7.5’ Quadrangle: 
Los Angeles, CA 1966 
(Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
Township: 1S, Range: 13W, Unsectioned 

19-190550



DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 

State of California ½ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page  3  of  3 *NRHP Status Code   6Z 
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 152 North Central Avenue building (No. 6-10) 
B1. Historic Name:    Union Hardware and Metal Company, Los Angeles Police Garage 
B2.    Common Name:   The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA 

B3. Original Use:        warehouse/manufacturing B4.  Present Use:  museum 

*B5. Architectural Style: utilitarian 
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   
Built in 1947 (Los Angeles County Office of the Assessor). Alterations:  converted to museum use (1983). 

*B7. Moved? | No ÄYes ÄUnknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 
*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architect:  A.C. Martin, Sr. b.  Builder:   

*B10. Significance:  Theme:   Area:   
Period of Significance:   Property Type:   Applicable Criteria:   

The subject property building was completed in 1947.  It was designed by noted local architect A. C. Martin, Sr. for Union 
Hardware and Metal Company.  Union Hardware and Metal Company was founded in 1882 as Schoder-Johnston Company. 
Shortly after completing the 340,000 square foot subject property building, it was vacated to allow “Civic Center expansion” 
(“Hardware Project”).  The company relocated to a new facility in Commerce, which was also designed by Martin (5555 Ferguson 
Drive, Cruising Industrial Los Angeles).  The property was transferred to the city in a relatively complex land swap in 1949 “City 
Makes Fancy Swaps for Property”). 
The architect, Albert C. Martin, Senior (1880-1960) contributed substantially to the built environment of downtown Los Angeles. 
As “the first architect-engineer to practice in Los Angeles,” he “established a reputation as a pioneer in new construction 
techniques” (“Martin”).  After the 1933 Long Beach earthquake, local officials retained Martin to devise new building codes for 
reinforcing brick masonry.  He also played a strategic part in developing new uses for structural steel. Albert C. Martin and 
Associates’ most notable buildings during his tenure include St. Vincent’s Catholic Church (1923), Los Angeles City Hall (1928, 
with Parkinson & Parkinson and John C. Austin), and May Company Wilshire (1936).  The Martin family continues to be active 
and influential n Los Angeles architecture, engineering and politics. 
In 1983, Frank Gehry designed alterations to the building to accommodate its new use as what was known as “The Temporary 
Contemporary,” a for-profit art museum.  Alterations have included that conversion (1983), which involved numerous 
reconfigurations of openings, modifications to the interior layout and alterations to the roof and all systems.  Despite described 
alterations, the building retains adequate integrity to be recognizable to its original appearance, but is not a significant example of 
an altered industrial building style.  It is not is not directly associated with persons significant in our past or for its association or 
linkage to events (Criteria A/1 and B/2).  The building does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 
of construction, nor is it a representative work of a master.  Both Martin and Gehry have other buildings more closely associated 
with their well-earned fine reputations.  And it does not possess high artistic values (Criteria C/3).  The building does not 
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction to be considered a contributor to a 
large historic district.  There is no reason to believe that it may yield important information about prehistory or history (Criteria 
D/4).  The subject property is not eligible for listing in the California or 
National registers. 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  

*B12. References:   
“Albert C. Martin Death Ends 50 Years of Dedicated Service to City,  

Architecture,” Southwest Builder and Contractor. 22 April 1960: 30. 
“City Makes Fancy Swaps for Property” Los Angeles Times. August 5, 1949: 18. 
“Hardware Project to Cost $3,250,000” Los Angeles Times.  November 7, 1948: E1. 
Los Angeles Conservancy.  Cruising Industrial Los Angeles. 1997: 21, 40. 

B13. Remarks:   
*B14. Evaluator:    F. Smith 
*Date of Evaluation:   3/26/09 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 

 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

State of California – The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #  
PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial  
 NRHP Status Code 6Z 
 Other Listings 
 Review Code Reviewer Date 
Page 1  of   3 *Resource Name or #: 432 East Temple Street (Map Reference No. 1-004) 
P1. Other Identifier:  

*P2. Location: Ǐ Not for Publication ƴ Unrestricted *a. County: Los Angeles 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Los Angeles Date: 1981 Township: 02S, Range: 13W, Section: 33    S.B.B.M. 
 c. Address: 432 East Temple Street  City: Los Angeles  Zip: 90012 
 d. UTM: Zone:  mE/     mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data:  APN:  5173-008-906 

*P3a.  Description: 
The subject property is a single-story building that features no distinctive architectural style. The utilitarian, rectangular-planned building is 
constructed of concrete block and topped with a flat roof lined with skylights. It exhibits minimal window and door openings, many of which 
appear to have been infilled.  
 

 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: HP6. Commercial Building  
*P4. Resources Present: ƴ Building Ǐ Structure Ǐ Object Ǐ Site Ǐ District Ǐ Element of District Ǐ Other (Isolates, etc.) 

P5a. Photo or Drawing 

 

P5b. Description of Photo:  
Primary (north) Elevation; west-facing.  

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
 ƴ Historic Ǐ Prehistoric Ǐ Both 

1952 (Los Angeles County Office of the Assessor 
2019) 

*P7. Owner and Address: 
N/A 

*P8.  Recorded by: 
Rachel Perzel  
Rincon Consultants 
180 North Ashwood Ave  
Ventura CA 93003 

*P9.  Date Recorded: 
July 5, 2019 

*P10.  Survey Type:  
Intensive 

*P11.  Report Citation: 
2019. West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Environmental Study, Cultural Resources Survey Report. Prepared for Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transit Authority by Rincon Consultants, Inc. 

*Attachments: Ǐ NONE  ƴ Location Map  Ǐ Sketch Map  Ǐ Continuation Sheet  ƴ Building, Structure, and Object Record 

Ǐ Archaeological Record  Ǐ District Record  Ǐ Linear Feature Record  Ǐ Milling Station Record  Ǐ Rock Art Record 

Ǐ Artifact Record  Ǐ Photograph Record  Ǐ Other (List):  
 



DPR 523J (Rev. 1/1995)(Word 9/2013)  * Required information 

Page 2 of  3      *Resource Name or #  432 East Temple Street (Map Reference No. 1-004) 
*Map Name: Los Angeles                           *Scale:   1:24,000      *Date of map: 1981 

 

State of California C Natural Resources Agency  Primary #                                    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#                                       

LOCATION MAP     Trinomial                                    
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DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information 

State of California C The Resources Agency  Primary #                                         
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#                                            

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 
 

 

B1. Historic Name:  N/A 
B2. Common Name: N/A 
B3. Original Use: unknown  B4. Present Use: Medical office building  
*B5. Architectural Style: none; utilitarian  
*B6. Construction History:  

The eastern two thirds of the subject building was constructed in 1952 (Los Angeles County Office of the Assessor 2019). Between 1960 and 
1964, the western third of the building was added in a manner consistent with the original building (UCSB var.). Visual observation suggests that 
many openings have been enclosed over the decades.  

*B7. Moved? ƴ No Ǐ Yes Ǐ Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: N/A 
*B8. Related Features: None 
B9a. Architect: Unknown b. Builder: Unknown 
*B10. Significance: Theme N/A Area N/A 

Period of Significance N/A Property Type N/A Applicable Criteria N/A 
In 1906, the area immediately surrounding the current-day subject property was primarily occupied by dwellings (Sanborn 1906). As the decades 
progressed, land use in the area shifted from primarily residential to commercial and industrial use. In 1950, the subject property was a vacant lot 
used for auto parking. To its west, a nail manufacturing facility and transfer warehouse were located; dwellings were still extant to the immediate 
east. By the time an aerial image was taken in 1960, the eastern two thirds of the current building had been constructed. (Sanborn 1950).  The Los 
Angeles County Assessor dates the building’s initial construction to 1952. A review of historic aerial imagery suggests that between 1960 and 
1964, the building was significantly expanded to the west (UCSB var.). Available building permits and newspaper advertisements indicate that in 
1976 there was a change in occupancy from G-1 (retail warehouse) to G-2 (storage of packaged foods). It was used as an Office Club Inc. 
location in the late 1980s and an Office Depot location in the mid-1990s. (LADBS var.; Newspapers.com var.)  
The subject property is recommended ineligible for listing in the National or California Registers, or as a City of Los Angeles Historic-
Cultural Monument, under any significance criteria. The property does not meet the eligibility requirements for any Context/Theme/Property 
Type combination included in the SurveyLA Historic Context Statement. Research did not indicate that the property is associated with any 
important events or persons significant in the history of the city, region, state, or nation (Criteria A/1/1 and B/2/2). The subject property is a 
utilitarian industrial building which does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, represent the 
work of a master, or possess high artistic values (Criteria C/3/3). Records search results and the research conducted for this study failed to 
indicate that the subject property may yield important information about prehistory or history (Criteria D/4). The property is additionally 
recommended ineligible as a contributor to any existing or potential historic districts. 

 B11. Additional Resource Attributes:  N/A 
*B12. References: 

Los Angeles, City of: Department of Building and Safety (LADBS). “Search Online Building 
Records.” [tabular data]. City of Los Angeles Building Permits. 
http://ladbsdoc.lacity.org/idispublic/. Accessed July 2019.  

Los Angeles, County of: Office of the Assessor. Maps.assessor.lacounty.gov. Accessed July 
2019.  

Netronline. “Historic Aerials.” [digital photograph database]. Images of the Project Area 
viewed online. https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer. Accessed July 2018.  

Newspapers.com. “Home.” [digitized archive]. Newspaper Articles, various by location and 
date. https://www.newspapers.com/. Accessed July 2019.  

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map Company (Sanborn) Accessed at 
http://sanborn.umi.com.ezproxy.lapl.org/splash.html. Accessed July 2019. 

UCSB Map & Imagery Lab. Various. “FrameFinder” [aerial photograph database]. Aerials of 
project area viewed online. http://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_indexes/FrameFinder/. Accessed 
July 2019. 

 
B13. Remarks:  N/A 
*B14. Evaluator: Rachel Perzel, Rincon Consultants 
*Date of Evaluation: July 5, 2019 
 
 

http://sanborn.umi.com.ezproxy.lapl.org/splash.html.%20Accessed%20July%202019
http://sanborn.umi.com.ezproxy.lapl.org/splash.html.%20Accessed%20July%202019
http://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_indexes/FrameFinder/
http://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_indexes/FrameFinder/


State of California ½ The Resources Agency Primary # 19-190532 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page 1 of 2  *Resource Name or # 416 East 1st Street (Map Reference No. 1-005) 
*Recorded by:  Rachel Perzel, Rincon Consultants *Date: November 22, 2018 ÄContinuation Â Update 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 

The subject property was previously recorded and evaluated by SWCA Environmental Consultants as part of the Built Environment Technical 
Report for the Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project in 2009. At the time, the evaluation found the subject property eligible for listing in 
the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) under Criterion 1 for its association with the Japanese-American community as the site 
of an early and sustained Japanese restaurant in Downtown Los Angeles.  It was given a California Historical Resource Status Code: 3CS- 
appears eligible for CRHR as an individual property through survey evaluation.   
 
The current survey update of the subject property was conducted as part of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Environmental Study in 
Los Angeles County, California. Since the property was last evaluated the building has been demolished. As a result, the property is 
recommended ineligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, in addition to the NRHP or as a city HCM.  
 

  
416 East 1st Street; view to the west 
 
References:  
California, State of: Department of Parks and Recreation  
2009 DPR 523 Series forms for 416 East 1st Street- P #-19-190532. Prepared by SWCA Environmental Consultants. March.  
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State of California ½ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code  3CS 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page  1  of  5 *Resource Name or #: 416 East 1st Street building (No. 7-30) 
ɯ
P1.  Other Identifier:   Atomic Café, Señor Fish, Coast Imports 

*P2.  Location:  Ä Not for Publication    | Unrestricted *a. County:  Los Angeles 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad: Los Angeles, CA  Date: 1966ɯ(photorevisedɯ1981,ɯminorɯrevisionɯ1994)ɯ ɯT 1S R 13W  Sec. Unsectioned      
B.M. SanɯBernardino 

ɯ c.ɯɯAddress:      416 East 1st  Street City:  Los Angeles Zip: 90012 
ɯ d.ɯɯUTM:  Zone:   ;   mE/   mNɯ(G.P.S.)  
ɯ e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:   
 APN: 5161-018-001 
 
*P3a.ɯɯDescription:ɯ(Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)ɯɯ
Theɯsubjectɯpropertyɯisɯaɯoneɪstory,ɯunreinforcedɯmasonryɯcommercialɯbuilding.ɯɯDesignedɯinɯtheɯvernacularɯstyle,ɯitɯisɯɯfourɯbaysɯ
wideɯandɯhasɯaɯflatɯroof.ɯTheɯbuildingɯisɯconfiguredɯinɯanɯirregularɯrectangleɯinɯplan,ɯandɯhasɯbrickɯdemisingɯwallsɯretrofittedɯbyɯ
exposedɯearthquakeɯbolts.ɯTheɯbuildingɯhasɯaɯɯsimple,ɯcorbelledɯcorniceɯwithɯnine,ɯlarge,ɯsegmentallyɯarchedɯopenings.ɯɯAɯnearlyɯ
continuousɯtiledɯbulkheadɯrunsɯalongɯtheɯmainɯelevation.ɯɯVariousɯstorefrontɯwindowsɯandɯdoorɯtypesɯwereɯrecentlyɯreplacedɯwithɯ
uniformɯwindowsɯandɯrecessedɯpedestrianɯentrancesɯwereɯinfilledɯ(datesɯunknown).ɯɯAtɯtheɯcornerɯentrance,ɯaɯ“waterfall”ɯtypeɯ
awningɯwasɯrecentlyɯremovedɯandɯreplacedɯbyɯgooseneckɯlampsɯcenteredɯoverɯɯeachɯwindowɯbay.ɯɯSignageɯincludesɯaɯsimpleɯ
bladeɯsignɯandɯaɯwallɯsignɯpaintedɯonɯtheɯeastɪfacingɯwallɯtypesɯ(2008).ɯɯAirɯhandlingɯequipmentɯisɯvisibleɯonɯtheɯroof.ɯɯOnɯtheɯwestɯ
side,ɯtheɯparapetɯstepsɯdownɯtowardɯtheɯrearɯofɯtheɯwallɯandɯthereɯisɯanɯadditionɯonɯtheɯrearɯelevation.ɯɯTheɯbuildingɯisɯlocatedɯatɯ
theɯsoutheastɯcornerɯofɯAlamedaɯandɯ1stɯStreetsɯonɯaɯrelativelyɯflatɯlot,ɯsurroundedɯbyɯotherɯlowɪɯandɯmidriseɯbuildingsɯandɯsurfaceɯ
parkingɯlots.ɯɯɯ

 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   HP7. 3+ story commercial building 

*P4.  Resources Present: |Building Ã Structure ÄObject ÄSite ÄDistrict ÃElement of District ÄOther (Isolates, etc.) 
P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #) 
View southwest, March 16, 2009,  

P5a.  Photo or Drawing  (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
 

 
 

Photograph # IMG051209038.jpg 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
| Historic    ÄPrehistoric    ÄBoth 
c. 1913, Builder & Contractor 

*P7.  Owner and Address:  
 
 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)ɯɯ 
S. Murray, S. Carmack, K. Harper and F. Smith 
SWCA Environmental Consultants 
625 Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 190 
South Pasadena, CA  91030 
*P9.  Date Recorded:  March 16, 2009 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive 
 
 

 
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")ɯɯ 
Built Environment Resources Technical Report, Regional Connector Transit Corridor Project, Los Angeles County, California 
(SWCA Environmental Consultants 2009) 

*Attachments: ÄNONE  | Location Map  ÄSketch Map |Continuation Sheet  |Building, Structure, and Object Record 
ÄArchaeological Record  ÄDistrict Record  Ä Linear Feature Record  ÄMilling Station Record  ÄRock Art Record 
ÄArtifact Record  ÄPhotograph Record  Ä Other (List): 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 
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State of California ½ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
LOCATION MAP Trinomial   
 
Page  2  of  5 *Resource Name or #: 416 East 1st Street building (No. 7-30) 
 
*Map Name: Los Angeles, CA                               *Scale: 1:24,000    *Date of Map: 1966 (Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
 

 

 
USGS 7.5’ Quadrangle: 
Los Angeles, CA 1966 
(Photorevised 1981, Minor revision 1994) 
Township: 1S, Range: 13W, Unsectioned 
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State of California ½ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page  3  of  5 *NRHP Status Code   3CS 
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 416 East 1st Street building (No. 7-30) 
B1. Historic Name:     S. Kamada restaurant, Atomic Café 
B2.    Common Name:    Señor Fish 
B3. Original Use:   commercial/restaurant building B4.  Present Use:  commercial/restaurant building 

*B5. Architectural Style: vernacular  
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)   
Builtɯcircaɯ1913ɯ(Builderɯ&ɯContractor).ɯAlterations:ɯcornerɯwindowɯopeningɯinfilled,ɯearthquakeɯboltsɯaddedɯandɯmostɯwindowsɯ
andɯstorefrontɯreplacedɯ(datesɯunknown),ɯexteriorɯdoorsɯremovedɯandɯreplacedɯwithɯtileɯbulkheadɯandɯstorefront,ɯsurfaceɪ
mountedɯsecurityɯgrillesɯreplacedɯwithɯinteriorɯrollɪɯdownɯsecurityɯgrillesɯatɯwindowsɯ(BuildingɯPermitɯ#ɯB05LA12793,ɯ2008).ɯWestɯ
wallɯGunnitedɯ(yearɯunknown).ɯ
*B7. Moved? | No ÄYes ÄUnknown Date:  Original Location:  

*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architect:   b.  Builder:   

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  Development in Los Angeles: Early 20th Century Area:   
Period of Significance:  1965-1989 Property Type:  commercial building Applicable Criteria:  1 

The subject property building was completed in about 1913. Assessor’s records cite a date of 1896; however review of Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Company maps from that time reveal a no longer extant, smaller, triangular building at the side of the lot at that time. 
The smaller building had been removed by 1948 (www.historicaerials.com). The exact construction date of the subject building is 
not known, but a trade magazine suggested that brothers, Etienne and Domingo Oyharzabel were planning “to finance 
construction of a 4-story business building at the southwest corner of 1st and Alameda Streets” in 1913 (Builder & Contractor). The 
Messrs. Oyharzabel were notably Basque, and Domingo, who was born in 1846, died that year. Domingo Oyharzabal is said to 
have established “the best-known pioneer ranching family on San Juan Capistrano” (Zubiri). By 1910, Oyharzabal owned more 
than 10,000 acres of land and was a  significant landowner and rancher, with his younger brother, Etienne (1890-1961). The family 
sold the ranch in 1960, and the current Ritz-Carleton in Dana Point is located on their former property. Orange County was 
partially established by Basques, and continues to have a strong Basque influence, as does other California communities, including 
Bakersfield. As early as the 1880s, the nearby intersection of Alameda and Aliso streets was the center of Los Angeles’ Basque-
town, with more than ten Basque boarding houses, or ostatuak (Echeverria). It was in these boarding houses that sheep herders 
stayed during the off-season and informally learned skills from one another to assimilate into American culture. 
In 1915, a Japanese restaurant under the name S. Kamada was listed in the city directory at the subject property. No consequential 
information was found regarding S. Kamada, and little other information was found regarding tenants until 1946. The year after 
the United States’ atomic bombing of Nagasaki and Hiroshima, Japan, Minoru and Ito Matoba opened a small restaurant, oddly 
named the Atomic Café at 117 South San Pedro Street.  They moved the small restaurant to the subject property building by 1965 
and kept late hours, from 4PM to 4AM. It was popular with intellectuals and pseudo-intellectuals, notoriously known as an “after 
drinking” destination (Fong). People-watching at the Atomic Café is said to have revealed the seamier side of late night Little 
Tokyo. The proprietor was born in Whitefish, Montana, in 1913, enlisted in the U.S. Army and married Ito Nishi (b. 1922) in 1943 
(Social Security Death Index, United States World War II Enlistment Records, 1936-1943). Although precise provenance of the café 
name is not known, in the aftermath of the second World War, names for restaurants and bars were common in Japan, where  
(SeeɯContinuationɯSheet)ɯ

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 

 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  
*B12. References:   

(see Continuation Sheet) 
 
B13. Remarks:   

*B14. Evaluator:  F. Smith 
*Date of Evaluation:  3/26/09 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 
 

*B10. Significance:  (continued from page 3) 
Mr. Matoba traveled there extensively in the 1930s and likely in years after. 
 

Figure 1. Atomic Café, circa 1982.  Los Angeles Central  
Library, [V]iew From A Loft [sic] 

 
The name may have been a sarcastic jab at the duplicity of Cold 
War ideology in postwar America. A documentary film and later 
book, both entitled The Atomic Cafe (1982) does not appear to have 
any direct connection to the subject property building or business. 
By the late 1970s and ‘80s the Matoba’s daughter, Nancy focused 
the business on the emerging punk rock underground. The quirky 
after-hours restaurant became part of the rapidly rowing punk 
underground. On their album, Electrify Me, The Plugz, considered 
the first Latino-punk band, described “hanging out at the Atomic 
Café (“Adolescent” Restless/Plugz, 1978). In their self-titled, first 
album, the well-known new wave group, The Motels included a 
single titled Atomic Café. Much like it was in earlier decades, the 
eclectic crowd included punk rock and new wave artists and fans 
sharing the unique venue with local politicians, and reportedly, 
Japanese Mafiosi. The small establishment was known for its 
iconic, three-sided, and blade neon signs, late hours-4PM to 4 AM, 
and for the diverse menu.  

  
Unique offerings included chop suey, pork-udon or chashu over Japanese noodles, and baloney and rice (under breakfast items, 
Honda, menu). The Atomic Café closed in 1989.  Mr. Matoba died in Eugene, Oregon, in 1997 (Social Security Death Index).  No 
additional consequential information was found regarding the family that owned and operated the Atomic Café. 
Despite described alterations, the building retains adequate integrity to be recognizable to its original appearance, but is not a 
significant example of the vernacular style. It is not directly associated with any persons significant in our past (Criteria B/2), nor 
does it embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, represent the work of a master, or 
possess high artistic values (Criteria C/3). The building does not represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction to be considered a contributor to a large historic district. There is no reason to believe that 
it may yield important information about prehistory or history (Criteria D/4). The subject property building is significant for its 
direct association with a pattern of events linked to Japanese-Americans: as the site of an early Japanese restaurant, as well as its 
long-time identity as the iconic Atomic Café from 1946 (this property from 1965-1989, Criterion 1). While hundreds of restaurants 
and cafes in downtown Los Angeles have come and gone since 1946, few have achieved curious cult status of the Atomic Café. The 
subject property is eligible for listing in the California Register under Criterion 1, with a period of significance from 1965-1989, at 
the local level of significance.  It is not eligible for National Register listing as its period of significance is fewer than 50 years ago 
and it does not meet the exceptional significance threshold to qualify under Criteria Consideration G. 
 

 
*B12. References:   

Atomic Café menu, (unpublished restaurant menu) circa 1980s: 4 
Builder & Contractor. January 9, 1913: 16. 
California Social Security Death Index. 
City of Los Angeles, Building Permit # B05LA12793, 2008. 
Echeverria, Jeronima.  Home Away From Home: A History of Basque Boardinghouse. Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1999: 76. 
Fong, Tom.  Telephone interview with Francesca Smith, May 13, 2008. 
Honda, Harry.  E-mail message to Deanna Matsumoto, May 16, 2009. 
Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. Los Angeles Street Address Directory, 1915: 2564.  
Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. Los Angeles Street Address Directory, 1961: 349. 
Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. Los Angeles Street Address Directory, 1965: 43. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Co., Maps of Los Angeles, CA: 1894-1900 and 1906-1951: various sheets. 
 
[View] From A Loft. “Atomic Fish” 

<http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://viewfromaloft.typepad.com/photos/uncategorized/may_24.jpg&imgrefu
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rl=http://viewfromaloft.typepad.com/viewfromaloft/2007/01/atomic_fish.html&usg=__L4SK7li8KzJIixtxxQ3WJLWiNCA=&
h=800&w=500&sz=241&hl=en&start=6&um=1&tbnid=3MbJluNDPhzJDM:&tbnh=143&tbnw=89&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dato
mic%2Bcafe%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26um%3D1>   Accessed May 13, 2009. 

United States World War II Enlistment Records, 1936-1943. 
Z ubiri, Nancy.  A Travel Guide to Basque America. Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2006: 101. 

19-190532
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pfqb

l_gb`q
uq¦£«~²§¡=
d°­³®

ltkbopefm
KL{mr_if`

mofs^qb

_lqe

mr_if`=^`nrfpfqflk
k^k=mol`bpp=

_bfkd=`lkpfaboba

pq^qrp
uKl``rmfba

rkl``rmfba

tloh= fk= moldobpp

^``bppf_ib
vbpW= obpqof`qba=

u=vbpW= rkobpqof`qba=

|kl

mobpbkq=rpb
|=̂dof`riqrob

`ljjbo`f^i

bar`^qflk^i

bkqboq^fkjbkq

u|dlsbokjbkq=

fkarpqof^i=

jfifq^ov

jrpbrj

m^oh

mofs^qb=obpfabk`b

obifdflrp

p`fbkqfcf`=

qo^kpmloq^qflk=

lqeboW

|AGENCY
obdflk^i=eb^anr^oqbop= inapplicable)

rK= pK= m­±²~ª= p£°´§¡£II= t£±²£°¬= o£¥§­¬~ª= l¤¤§¡£
pqobbq=C= krj_bo

URM= `¦£°°·= ^´£¬³£
`fqvK=qltk
p~¬= _°³¬­ k^ sf`fkfqv= lc

pq^qb

X~ª§¤­°¬§~= VQMVV

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
`lroqelrpbK
obdfpqov=lc= abbapKbq`= i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±= `­³¬²·= o£¡­°¢£°
pqobbq=C= krj_bo

OOT= kK= _°­~¢µ~·
`fqvK=qltk

i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±
pq^qb

`~ª§¤­°¬§~= VMMNT

[REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±= o~®§¢= o~§ª= m°­¨£¡²= p³°´£·= ~¬¢= a£²£°«§¬~²§­¬=
­¤=bª§¥§ §ª§²·

qfqib

a^qb

a£²£°«§¬£¢= £ª§¥§ ª£= RLOQLUP uJcbabo^i= pq^qb= `lrkqv= il`^i

abmlpfqlov=clo

prosbv=ob`loap= rKpK= r° ~¬= j~±±= q°~¬±®­°²~²§­¬= ^¢«§¬§±²°~²§­¬
`fqvK=qltk

i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±
pq^qb

CA

MR 1-006



Q DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

ubu`biibkq= {abqboflo^qba= ||rk^iqboba= uKlofdfk^ipfqb=
|dlla= |orfkp= u^iqboba= jlsba= ¬^qc= k^=
c^fo= ||rkbumlpba

QLOTLUQ= abp`of_b=qeb= mobpbkq=^ka=lofdfk^i=Efc= hkltkF= mevpf`^i=^mmb^o^k`b

q¦£= q£°«§¬~ª= ^¬¬£¶I= §¬= ²£°«±= ­¤=³±~ ª£= ±¯³~°£= ¤­­²~¥£I= §±= ²¦£= ª~°¥£±²=  ³§ª¢§¬¥= §¬¡ª³¢£¢=
§¬= ²¦§±= ¬­«§¬~²§­¬K= q¦­³¥¦= ²¦£= ±²°³¡²³°£= §±= ~¬­«~ª­³±= §¬= ±¡~ª£I= §²±=~°¡¦§²£¡²³°£= §±= ¡­¬ë=
±§±²£¬²=µ§²¦= NVPM±= ®­±²= ­¤¤§¡£=¡­¬±²°³¡²§­¬= ²¦°­³¥¦­³²= `~ª§¤­°¬§~K= q¦£=  ³§ª¢§¬¥= §±= ~¬=
£¡ª£¡²§¡= «§¶= ­¤=j§±±§­¬= ~¬¢= p®~¬§±¦= `­ª­¬§~ª= o£´§´~ª= p²·ª£±I= µ§²¦= £ª£«£¬²±= ­¤=m³£ ª­= ~¬¢=
f±ª~«§¡K

il`^i= `lkqbuq

q¦£= q£°«§¬~ª= ^¬¬£¶= ¤~¡§ª§²·= §±= ª­¡~²£¢= ­¬£=  ª­¡©= ¬­°²¦£~±²=­¤= bª= m³£ ª­= ¢£= i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±=
p²~²£= e§±²­°§¡= m~°©= ¬£~°= ²¦£=¡£¬²£°= ­¤=­ª¢£°= i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±K= q¦£= ~°£~= §¬¡ª³¢£±= `¦§¬~²­µ¬=
²­= ²¦£=µ£±²= ~¬¢= ¬­°²¦I= r¬§­¬= p²~²§­¬= ²­= ²¦£= ±­³²¦I= ~¬¢= ±³ ±²~¬²§~ª= ­ª¢£°= §¬¢³±²°§~ª= ~¬¢=
¡­««£°¡§~ª= ³±£±= §¬= ²¦£= ®£°§®¦£°·K= f¬= ~¢¢§²§­¬= ²­= ²¦£= ~¥£= ~¬¢= ±§¥¬§¤§¡~¬¡£=­¤= ²¦£±£=~ ³²ë=
²§¬¥= ³±£±I= ²¦£°£= §±= ±³ ±²~¬²§~ª= ¬£µ= ¢£´£ª­®«£¬²= ³¬¢£°µ~·= §¬= `¦§¬~²­µ¬= ~¬¢= ²¦£= ~°£~=
£~±²£°ª·= ­¤=r¬§­¬= p²~²§­¬= §±= ³¬¢£°= ¡­¬±§¢£°~²§­¬= ~±= ~= ®~°²=­¤=²¦£= ®°­®­±£¢=j£²°­= o~§ª=
m°­¨£¡²= ¤­°= i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±K= f¬= ¥£¬£°~ªI= ²¦§±= §±= ~¬= ~°£~= ­¤=¥°£~²= ¡­«®ª£¶§²·= ~¬¢= §«®­°²~¬¡£K

mevpf`^i= abp`ofmqflk

q¦£=  ³§ª¢§¬¥= ~®®£~°±= ²­=  £= §¬= £¶¡£ªª£¬²= ±²°³¡²³°~ª= ¡­¬¢§²§­¬I= ~¬¢= §±=  £§¬¥= µ£ªª= «~§¬²~§¬£¢K=
q¦£= q£°«§¬~ª= ^¬¬£¶=  ³§ª¢§¬¥= §±= ~¬= £¶~«®ª£= ­¤=~= ±§«®ª§¤§£¢= ´£°±§­¬= ­¤= ²¦£= p®~¬§±¦= `­ª­¬§~ª=
o£´§´~ª= ±²·ª£=µ¦§¡¦= µ~±= ²¦£= ¢­«§¬~¬²= §¢§­«= ­¤=¥­´£°¬«£¬²= ¡­¬±²°³¡²§­¬= §¬= ²¦£= NVPM±= §¬=
p­³²¦£°¬= `~ª§¤­°¬§~K= q¦£= ²µ­= ¢­«£±I= ®ª~¡£¢= ¬£~°= ²¦£= ¤°­¬²=­¤= ²¦£=  ³§ª¢§¬¥I= ~°£= ¡­´£°£¢=
µ§²¦=  ª³£= ~¬¢= ²~¬= ¥ª~¸£¢= ²£°°~¡­²²~= ²§ª£±I= ~¬¢= °£±²= ­¬= ¦£¶~¥­¬~ª= ¢°³«±K= p²·ª§±²§¡~ªª·I=
²¦£= ¢­«£±= ~°£= ²§£¢= ²­=  ­²¦= p®~¬§±¦= _~°­¯³£=~¬¢= f±ª~«§¡= ²°~¢§²§­¬±K= i~°¥£= ¡~¬~ª£±I= ­°=
µ~²£°±®­³²±I= ~°£= ®ª~¡£¢= ~ª­¬¥= ²¦£= ¤°­¬²=~¬¢= ±§¢£= £ª£´~²§­¬±= ¨³±²=  £ª­µ= ²¦£= ²¦§°¢J¤ª­­°=
¡­°¬§¡£K= `­¬¡°£²£=  ³²²°£±±£±= ~¢¢= ±²°³¡²³°~ª= ±²~ §ª§²·I= ~¬¢= °£¡~ªª= £ª£«£¬²±= ­¤=p®~¬§±¦=
`­ª­¬§~ª= ¢£±§¥¬= ~±= ±££¬= §¬= ±­«£= `~ª§¤­°¬§~= «§±±§­¬±K= q¦£= ²¦§¡©¬£±±= ­¤= ²¦£= µ~ªª±= §±= £«®¦~ë=
±§¸£¢=  ·= §¬¡§±§¬¥= ²¦£= £¬²°~¬¡£±= ~¬¢= µ§¬¢­µ±= §¬²­= ²¦£= µ~ªª= ±³°¤~¡£X= ²¦£= ¥£¬£°~ª= £¤¤£¡²= °£ë=
¡~ªª±= ²¦£= ²¦§¡©I=  ³²²°£±±£¢= ~¢­ £= µ~ªª±= ±££¬= §¬= p®~¬§±¦= `­ª­¬§~ª= ¢£±§¥¬= ²¦°­³¥¦­³²=`~ª§ë=
¤­°¬§~K= q¦£=  °­¬¸£= ¢­­°±= ~²= ²¦£= ®³ ª§¡= £¬²°~¬¡£±= ~°£= °§¡¦ª·= ¢£²~§ª£¢I= ²¦­³¥¦= ²¦£·= °£ª~²£=
±²·ª§±²§¡~ªª·= ²­= _£~³¶J^°²±= ¢£±§¥¬= ­¤= ²¦£= ¤§°±²= ¢£¡~¢£±= ­¤= ²¦£= ²µ£¬²§£²¦= ¡£¬²³°·K= q¦£=
¡£§ª§¬¥= §¬= ²¦£= ®³ ª§¡= ª­  ·= §±= ¤­°«£¢= §¬= ~= ¡~±²J¡­¬¡°£²£= §«§²~²§­¬= ­¤=´~³ª²§¬¥I= µ¦§¡¦= ¢§´§¢£±=
²¦£= ª­  ·= §¬²­= ´~¥³£ª·= ¢£¤§¬£¢=  ~·±K= q¦£= ¢£±§¥¬= ­¤= ²¦£= ²£°°~¸¸­= ¤ª­­°= °£¤ª£¡²±= ²¦§±=¢§ë=
´§±§­¬= ­¤= ²¦£= ª­  ·I= µ§²¦= ~¬= ­°¬~«£¬²~ª= ¢­³ ª£J²°§~¬¥ª£=«­²§¤= §¬= µ¦§²£=~¬¢= ¥°££¬= ­³²ª§¬§¬¥=
£~¡¦=  ~·K= q¦£= ¡£¬²£°=­¤= £~¡¦=  ~·= §±= «~°©£¢=  ·= ~= ¢£±§¥¬= §¬= °£¢I=  ª~¡©I= ·£ªª­µI= µ¦§²£I=
~¬¢= ¥°££¬= ²£°°~¸¸­I= ~¬¢= °£±£« ª£±= p­³²¦µ£±²£°¬= ^«£°§¡~¬= f¬¢§~¬= ²£¶²§ª£=¢£¡­°~²§´£=«­²§¤±K

^iqbo^qflkp

^= ª~°¥£=~¢¢§²§­¬I= µ¦§¡¦=  £~°±= ¬­= ±²·ª§±²§¡= °£±£« ª~¬¡£= ²­= ²¦£=­°§¥§¬~ª= ±²°³¡²³°£I= µ~±= ¡­¬ë=
±²°³¡²£¢= ­¬= ²¦£= ¬­°²¦= ±§¢£=­¤=²¦£=  ³§ª¢§¬¥= §¬= ²¦£= NVSM±K= q¦£= ±­³²¦= ±§¢£=­¤= ²¦£=  ³§ª¢§¬¥=
~¡¯³§°£¢= ~= ¤ª~« ­·~¬²I=  ³²=«­°£= ¡­«®~²§ ª£I= ¤§°£=£±¡~®£= §¬= ²¦£= £~°ª·= NVTM±K= q¦£=­°§¥§¬~ª=
±£°´§¡£=µ§¬¢­µ±= ¦~´£=  ££¬= °£«­´£¢= ~¬¢= °£®ª~¡£¢= µ§²¦= ®ª~±²§¡= ª~«§¬~²£= ²­®®£¢= ±£°´§¡£=
¡­³¬²£°±= ~¬¢= ±£ª¤J±£°´§¡£=~°£~±K= p£´£°~ª=  ~·±= ­¤=¬£µ= ª­¡© ­¶£±= ¦~´£=  ££¬= ~¢¢£¢= ­¬= ²¦£=
±­³²¦£°¬= ®­°²§­¬= ­¤= ²¦£= ª­  ·I= ~¬¢= ²¦£=­°§¥§¬~ª= ª­  ·= ª§¥¦²= ¤§¶²³°£±= ¦~´£=  ££¬= °£®ª~¡£¢=
µ§²¦= ¬£µ= §¬¡~¬¢£±¡£¬²= ¤§¶²³°£±K= q¦£= ±§²£= §±= ª~¬¢±¡~®£¢= µ§²¦= ­ª§´£= ~¬¢= ®~ª«= ²°££±I= ²°§««£¢=
±¦°³ ±I= ~¬¢= «­µ¬= ¥°~±±I= ~ªª= ­¤=µ¦§¡¦= ~°£= µ£ªª= ¡~°£¢= ¤­°K



[1 SIGNIFICANCE

mbofla

mobefpqlof`=

|=NQMM= NQVV

=NRMMJNRVV=

|NSMMJNSVV

=NTMMJNTVV=

|NUMM= NUVV=

& VMMJ

^ob^p=lc=pfdkfcf`^k`b=J=`eb`h=^ka=grpqfcv=_bilt

^o`eblildvJmobefpqlof`
^o`eblildvJefpqlof`=

|^dof`riqrob=
K{^o`efqb`qrob=
u^oq
`ljjbo`b
`ljjrkf`^qflkp

uK`ljjrkfqv=mi^kkfkd

`lkpbos^qflk

b`lkljf`p=

|bar`^qflk

bkdfkbbofkd

bumilo^qflkLpbqqibjbkq

fkarpqov

fksbkqflk

i^kap`^mb=^o`efqb`qrob

=i^t

=ifqbo^qrob

jfifq^ov

jrpf`

Kmefilplmev

mlifqf`pLdlsbokjbkq

=obifdflk

p`fbk`b

p`rimqrob

pl`f^iLerj^kfq^of^k

qeb^qbo

qo^kpmloq^qflk

lqebo

pmb`fcf`= a^qbp ¡­«®ª£²£¢= NVPUK _rfiaboL^o`efqb`q= d§ª £°²= p²~¬ª£·= r¬¢£°µ­­¢

pq^qbjbkq=lc=pfdkfcf`^k`b

q¦£= q£°«§¬~ª= ^¬¬£¶D±= £¶¡£®²§­¬~ª= ±§¥¬§¤§¡~¬¡£= °£±§¢£±= §¬= ±£´£°~ª= ~°£~±I= §¬¡ª³¢§¬¥= §²±=~°¡¦§ë=
²£¡²³°£I= §²±= ³° ~¬= ¢£±§¥¬= §«®~¡²= ­¬= ²¦£= ±³°°­³¬¢§¬¥= ~°£~I= ~¬¢= §¬= §²±= ª­  ·= «³°~ª±K= q¦£=
^¬¬£¶= °£®°£±£¬²±= ~=  ³§ª¢§¬¥= ²·®£= ²°~¬±§²§­¬~ª=  £²µ££¬= ²¦£= ¢£¡£¬²°~ª§¸£¢= «~§ª= ¦~¬¢ª§¬¥= ±·±ë=
²£«±= ­¤=²¦£= ·£~°±=  £¤­°£= NVQMI= ~¬¢= ²¦£= ¦§¥¦ª·= ¡£¬²°~ª§¸£¢= ~¬¢= §¬¡°£~±§¬¥ª·= «£¡¦~¬§¸£¢= ±·±ë=
²£«±= ³±£¢= ~¤²£°= ²¦£= p£¡­¬¢= t­°ª¢= t~°K= f¬= ¡­« §¬~²§­¬= µ§²¦= ²¦£= r¬§­¬= m~±±£¬¥£°= q£°«§¬~ª=
²­= ²¦£= ±­³²¦= ~¬¢= bª= m³£ ª­= ¢£= i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±= p²~²£= m~°©I= ²¦£= q£°«§¬~ª= ^¬¬£¶= ²~©£±= ­¬= ~¬=
³° ~¬= ¢£±§¥¬= ¤­¡³±= §²=µ­³ª¢= ¬­²= ­²¦£°µ§±£= ¦~´£X= §²= §±= ~¬= £±±£¬²§~ª= ®~°²= ­¤=²¦§±= ¦§±²­°§¡=
±£¡²§­¬= ­¤= i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±K= q¦£= ª­  ·= «³°~ª±= ¢~²£= ¤°­«= ²¦£= £¬¢= ­¤= ²¦£= k£µ= a£~ª= ®³ ª§¡=~°²=
®°­¥°~«±I= ~¬¢= ~°£= £¶~«®ª£±= ­¤=­¬£=­¤= ²¦£= ª~°¥£°= ¡­««§±±§­¬±= ~µ~°¢£¢= ¢³°§¬¥= ²¦£= ®°­¥°~«K

^o`efqb`qrob

q¦£= i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±= q£°«§¬~ª= ^¬¬£¶= §±= ²¦£= ¬£µ£±²=  ³§ª¢§¬¥= §¬¡ª³¢£¢= §¬= ²¦§±= ¬­«§¬~²§­¬I= ~¬¢=
§±I= ~²= ®°£±£¬²I= QS= ·£~°±= ­ª¢K= q¦£=  ³§ª¢§¬¥= §±= ¬£´£°²¦£ª£±±= £ª§¥§ ª£= ¤­°= §¬¡ª³±§­¬= §¬= ²¦£=
k~²§­¬~ª= o£¥§±²£°=  £¡~³±£{¤= §²±= £¶¡£®²§­¬~ª= ±§¥¬§¤§¡~¬¡£{= D= ?= I

_·= NVPTI= «­±²= ¤£¢£°~ª= ¡­¬±²°³¡²§­¬I=
^°¡¦§²£¡²=­°=  ·= ®°§´~²£=~°¡¦§²£¡²±I=
³±£= ­¤= ²¦£= p®~¬§±¦= `­ª­¬§~ª= o£´§´~ª=
±²°³¡²£¢= ¢³°§¬¥= ²¦£=j£¶§¡~¬= ®£°§­¢=
~= ®~°²=­¤= i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±= ¬­µ= §¬¡ª³¢£¢=
 ³§ª¢§¬¥= °£²~§¬±= ²¦£= °§¥§¢= ±·««£²°·=
²¦£= p²~°´£¢= `ª~±±§¡~ªI= ~¬¢= ¡­³ª¢=  £

µ¦£²¦£°= ¢£±§¥¬£¢=  ·= ²¦£=l¤¤§¡£=­¤= ²¦£= p³®£°´§±§¬¥=
µ~±= §¬= ²¦£= p²~°´£¢= `ª~±±§¡~ª= ±²·ª£K= q¦£=~¬­«~ª­³±=
§¬= ²¦£= q£°«§¬~ª= ^¬¬£¶= °£ª~²£±= ²­= ²¦£=  ³§ª¢§¬¥±= ¡­¬J=
§¬= ²¦£= ¬£~° ·= mª~¸~= ¢£= i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±= ~¬¢= lª´£°~= p²°££²I=
§¬= bª= m³£ ª­= ¢£= i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±= p²~²£= e§±²­°§¡= m~°©K= q¦£=
I= «­¬³«£¬²~ª= ®°­®­°²§­¬±I= ~¬¢= «§¬§«~ª= ­°¬~«£¬²= ­¤=
¡~ªª£¢= ~= ?p²~°´£¢= p®~¬§±¦?= ¢£±§¥¬K

d§ª £°²= p²~¬ª£·= r¬¢£°µ­­¢I= ^°¡¦§²£¡²W
^= ®°­«§¬£¬²= i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±= ~°¡¦§²£¡²I= r¬¢£°µ­­¢= °£¡£§´£¢= ¬³«£°­³±= ¡­««§±±§­¬±= ¤­°= ¤£¢£°~ª=
®°­¨£¡²±= §¬= ²¦£= NVPM±K= e£= ¢£±§¥¬£¢= «­±²= ­¤= ¦§±= ±²°³¡²³°£±= §¬= ~= ±§«®ª£I= ³¬~¢­°¬£¢= ±²·ª£=
¤³ªª·= ¡­«®~²§ ª£= µ§²¦= ²¦£= p²~°´£¢= `ª~±±§¡§±«= ­¤= ²¦£= p³®£°´§±§¬¥=^°¡¦§²£¡²D±= ­¤¤§¡£K

`ljjrkfqv= mi^kkfkd

^®~°²= ¤°­«= ²¦£= §«®­°²~¬²= ³° ~¬= ¢£±§¥¬= °£ª~²§­¬±¦§®= ²¦£=  ³§ª¢§¬¥= ¦~±= µ§²¦= bª= m³£ ª­= ¢£=
i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±= p²~²£= e§±²­°§¡= m~°©I= ²¦£= ±§²§¬¥= ­¤=²¦£= q£°«§¬~ª= ^¬¬£¶= ~¬¢= r¬§­¬= p²~²§­¬= ¤³¬¢~=
«£¬²~ªª·= ¡¦~¬¥£¢= ²¦£= ¡¦~°~¡²£°=­¤=²¦£= §««£¢§~²£ª·= ±³°°­³¬¢§¬¥= ~°£~K= _·= ²¦£= ª~²£= NVPM±I=
²¦£= ±§²£= µ~±= ¡­´£°£¢=  ·=«³ª²§J±²­°·= ²£¬£«£¬²=  ³§ª¢§¬¥±I= ­¡¡³®§£¢= «­±²ª·=  ·= ^«£°§¡~¬±= ­¤=
`¦§¬£±£= ¢£±¡£¬²I= ~¬¢= «~°©£¢= ²¦£= £~±²£°¬=  ­°¢£°=­¤= i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±D= `¦§¬~²­µ¬K

Gq¦£= ®°­®£°²·= µ~±= ¢£²£°«§¬£¢= £ª§¥§ ª£= ¤­°= ª§±²§¬¥= §¬= ²¦£= k~²§­¬~ª= o£¥§±²£°=­¬= RLOQLUPK



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
_³§ª¢§¬¥= °£¡­°¢±W= ®°­¥°£±±= ®¦­²­¥°~®¦±I=  ª³£®°§¬²±K

1GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
^`ob^db=lc= kljfk^qba=molmboqvK=

rqj= obcbobk`bp

PKTR

RîyQ=M

wlkb= b^pqfkd= kloqefkd=
`ª= K= f= f= f= K= §= K= K= f= f= I= §= K= f= K

_º= K= f= §= f= K= f= K= K= º= º= K= §= K= x
wlkb= b^pqfkd= kloqefkd

aª= K= f= f= §= K= N= K= K= N= f= K= §= K= º
sbo_^i=_lrka^ov=abp`ofmqflk

i­±= ^¬¥£ª£±= `­³¬²·= ^±±£±±­°D±=j~®= _­­©= RQMVI= ®K= NRI= h£°¡©­¤¤I= `³¸¬£°= ~¬¢= `­K=
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main portion of the Los Angeles Union Station extends 850 feet along 
Alameda Street in a north-south direction, and consists of a series of tile- 
roofed rooms and arcades in varying proportions. The larger and taller of 
these are near the center, the others tapering down toward the two ends. 
Perpendicular to and easterly of the main mass, are a waiting room and an 
arcade, also tile roofed, plus a wall, which together with the adjoining 
north-south oriented service area form an "HM .

The reddish brown of the Mission tile roofs is complemented by the 
cream color of the outside walls and the terra cotta-colored dado which is 
all around the main building. In contrast to the general horizontality is 
the clock tower, which rises to 125 feet and stands near the main entrance.

The archway over the main entrance and the adjoining tower give one a 
slight feeling of entering a California Spanish mission. As you pass this 
entrance, you enter a huge foyer, square in plan and flanked on all four 
sides by broad arches.

This great foyer opens to the north and to the east upon impressive 
halls with finely decorated beamed ceilings. Below are floors paved with 
red quarry tile plus broad multicolored swaths with geometric patterns cre­ 
ated with marble from Vermont and Tennessee, as well as from Belgium, France 
and Spain, combined with Montana Traventine. These swaths, suggestive of 
immense carpets, run the legth of the two main halls and converge into a 
square-shaped pattern in the middle of the entrance foyer, Belgian black 
marble, ceramic tile and traventine form the border on the walls. Doors and 
windows are bronze.

The upper walls and the ceiling panels of the main rooms are covered 
with acoustic tile. The acoustics are superb throughout.

The north hall is used for ticketing and waiting. It measures 80 x 140 
feet and has a ceiling 50 feet high. The east hall is the main waiting room. 
It measures 90 x 150 feet, has a AD foot ceiling, and is flanked on the north 
and south sides by spacious patios which feature plants typical of Southern 
California and have benches that provide additional seating for waiting.

South of the entrance foyer is an open arcade whose arches echo the ones 
which flank the foyer. This arcade is used as an additional entrance and 
exit and provides a view of the south patio from the front of the station. 
The floor of the arcade is red quarry tile as is the floor of the former 
Fred Harvey Restaurant with which it connects to the south

The restaurant is approximately 70 x 100 with a 30 foot ceiling. ^On the 
wainscot and around the doors and windows is the same colored tile as is 
found in the rest of the building. On one side of the restaurant is a red 
tile stairway with a wrought iron railing that leads to a mezzanine above thfe 
kitchen area.

At the north and south ends of the front part of the station are arcades 
that extend toward the adjoining streets and provide protection from the ele-
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The Los Angeles Union Station is a very handsome landmark that is a milestone 
in architectural history and in the history of transportation in America. Although 
less than 50 years of age, the property is on exceptional importance. Built when 
railroad passenger service was on the decline, it was the last of the great pas­ 
senger service was on the decline, it was the last of the great passenger terminals 
to be budj.fi in a monumental scale in a major Ameriaan city. Because of this, plus 
its impressive appearance, it has been called "The Grand Finale of the Golden Age of 
Rail roads in America." It combined three major railroad systems into one terminal 
in the heart of the city, using a stub-end track arrangement. Architecturally, the 
building is one of the finest expressions of the 1930 f s styling in this country. It 
skill fully combines Streamlined Moderne with Spanish Colonial Revival to create an 
expression which is two-fold; the sleek, streamlined transportation imagery of the 
Moderne, highly appropriate to a center of railroad transportation, and the histor­ 
ical imagery of Spanish revival architecutre, a major element of the Southern Calif­ 
ornia cultural landscape. Integrity is almost totally intact, with original deco­ 
ration, ornamentation, fixtures and furnishings still in place. Architecturally, it 
remains one of the great examples of its type and period in this country.

The Los Angeles Union Station is probably the only major station in the Spanish 
style ever built in America, as well as the only major station in which landscaping 
was an important and integral part of the original design. What makes it so out­ 
standing is that both of these were done so well as to lead many to believe that it 
is the most handsome railroad station ever bmilt.

The main reason why the Spanish style was chosen was to have the station blend 
with the EL Pueblo de Los Ang&les across Alameda Street to the west. The Terminal 
Annex Post Office, which flanks the station on the north, was built almost concur­ 
rently with it, has a similar architectural sforle, and provides a harmonious back­ 
drop to many views of the station from the south, looking north. These three 
mutually-complementing elements constitute a fine example of good community planning.

The architects who designed Union Station were very cognizant of the nature of 
the location and its surroundings. No other major station so perfectly reflects the 
clmate, geography, and the heritage of the region in which it was built.

The area of the site had been a part of the original Pueblo de Los Angeles. 
The^west half later became a part of the first Asian (Chinese) community in Southern 
California. That community started shortly after the Gold Rush and was strengthened 
by additional settlers in the later l£60's when the first rail line in Southern 
California was built. This line ran from Los Angeles to Wilmington along what is 
now Alameda Sfcreet. Most of the laborers who built the line were Chinese.
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Mr. H. D. Fish, General Manager
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company
121 East Sixth Street, Room 640
Los Angeles, CA 90014

c c to:
Mr. Thomas I. McKnex^, Jr.
General Attorney
The Atchinson, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company
121 East Sixth Street
Los Angeles, CA 90014



FHR-8-300A 
Cll/78)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

`lkqf=kr^qflk=pebbq fqbj= krj_bo m^db

ments to those arriving or departing by public transportation* These tile-roofed 
low-rise extensions have a scale approaching that of a residence and contribute 
greatly to the charm of the building.

Just east of the main waiting room is a spacious corridor in which the surface 
materials of the floors and walls in the main halls are continued. Surrounding this 
corridor on the other three sides are service facilities which extend under some of 
the track area. The tracks are reached by way of a tunnel that is at the same level 
as the station and which acts as a spine to a series of ramps that go up to the 
raised track level.

The massing and general proportions of the main station buildings, the Mission 
tile roofs, the archways, the patios, all reflect a strong California Spanish 
Colonial influence. However, the detailing is a blending of 1930 f s Art Deco and 
Spanish, in some instances the former being stronger than the latter, as is the 
case with the light fixtures and furnishings.

The overall style of the station could be called "composite transitional". It 
was this quality which for several decades made the station look very up-to-date, 
while at the same time having strong links to the past.

The basic California Spanish Colonial theme was selected for the specific pur­ 
pose of having the station blend with the El Pueblo de Los Angeles, the Birthplace 
of the City, which is just across Alameda Street (and is already in the National 
Register of Historic Places).

There has been no major remodeling since the station was built. Cleaning and 
painting are the main things that are needed to make it look like the original.

The boundaries described in this nomination and shown in the submitted maps 
are the original boundaries of the Station. Additional property was later purchased 
by the railroads along the eastern fringe, giving the Station frontage on four 
streets.

Structures and areas, other than those previously described, consist of the 
following:

1. The service areas just east of and on a similar level as the main Station are in 
two sections. On the north side is the baggage-handling area which has concrete 
walls and floors. A reduced portion of this area is still being used for bag­ 
gage handling. On the south side is a mechanical equipment room and an area 
formerly used as a freight depot by the now defunct Pacific Electric Interurban 
Railway. This area also has concrete walls and floors and portions of it are 
being used for storage not related to the Station.
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2. In the upper level, above the service areas just described is a truck-height 
concrete platform, 60 feet wide arid 800 feet long, roofed over by a steel shed- 
type roof. The platform is open on the east side and flanked by a row of in­ 
dustrial-type overhead doors along the west side. At each end of the platform 
is a two-story, flat-roofed office building of concrete construction, of no 
particular style but painted the same color as the main station building. These 
two small office bull dings and the platform were formerly used by the Railway 
Express Agency when it was in operation.

3* Also in the upper level and over the pedestrian islands between the railroad 
tracks, are Y-shaped sheds consisting of corrugatecUiron panels supported by 
steel columns, both of which are badly rusted and in need of cleaning and pain­ 
ting. These sheds provide protection from the sun and the rain and are expec­ 
ted to continue to be needed as long as the tracks are used for passenger 
trains.

The facilities above described have no special aesthetic value and are histor­ 
ical only to the extent that they served a utilitarian function as a part of the 
overall station, when it was in full operation. However, their location is such 
that any new development that takes place in their vicinity needs to be carefully 
designed so as to blend wiih the significant portion of the station, both aestheti­ 
cally and functionally. That is the main reason why they have been included in the 
nomination.
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Th& first railroad station in Los Angeles (1869) was located near the southwest 
corner of the present Station site. This first station was used by newly arrived 
Anglo settlers who had traveled on sailing ships and came ashore at Wilmington. It 
was also used by Chinese laborers who lived in the nearby vicinity of the station 
and worked on farms served by the new rail line* The building of this rail line and 
station stimulated the construction of the Pico House Hotel facing the Old Plaza, 
also in 1869.

In 18?6, Southern Pacific completed the first major rail line to come to Los 
Angeles. This new line ran along Alameda Street in front of the present Station and 
joined the Wilmington line in the vicinity of the original Station. The Wilmington 
line soon became a part of Southern Pacific and a new Southern Pacific Station was 
built a few blocks to the north. A few years later, when the Santa Fe and Union 
Pacific came to Los Angeles, they each built their own stations.

The construction of the present Station marked the end of a 30 year legal battle 
v whereby the City of Los Angeles sought to force the three railroads serving the City 

to build one Union Station. Prior to 1939* Passenger trains ran along the middle of 
some of the City's most important streets, interfering with traffic and causing 
numerous accidents.

A Union Station, in the same vicinity as the present one, was first proposed 
in 1922 by the A1.1i.ed Architects' Plan for the Los Angeles Civic Center. In then 
Chinitown had to be relocated to North Broadway and was named New Chinatown.

The completion of the present Station, plus the Terminal Annex Post Office 
immediately to the north, were considered very major achievements in Urban develop­ 
ment and transportation at the time and both played an important role in the logis­ 
tics of World War H, particularly the later phase which was centered in the 
Pacific.

During the period of its peak use, during World War H and the years immediately 
following, the present Station had 30 scheduled trains coming in and 30 going out, 
for a total of 60., However, daring this period a great majority of these trains 
had two "sections" meaning two separate, complete trains operating on the same 
schedule, for a grand total of more than 100 trains every 24 hours. These figures 
vere obtained from the Superintendent of the Station.

As the metropolitan freeway network gradually took shape, once again Union 
Station found itself in the middle of the hub of the latest ground transportation 
system. A number of recent studies have indicated that the most logical place to 
locate a very modern Multi-Modal Transportation Center is where the proposed EL 
Monte Busway extension would converge with the existing railroad tracks that serve 
Union Station. Plans are proceeding on that basis and include a possible subway 
and an elevated "people mover*"
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Thus, the immediate vicinity of Union Station, not only has been the vortex 
of the area*s gradually evolving land transportation system throughout most of the 
City*s history, but is expected to continue that role far into the foreseeable 
future.
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The nominated property is bounded on the west by Alameda Street, on the east 
by a line 1200 feet from and parallel to Alameda Street, on the south by the 
Arcadia Street off-ramp of the Santa Ana Freeway, and on the north by Macy Street, 
except for a portion where the track area extends northerly in an irregular 
shape bounded on the north by Vignes Street.



FHR-8-30'OA
(11/78)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

LOS ANGELES UNION PASSENGER TERMINAL, LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

CONTINUATION SHEET________________ITEM NUMBER_______PAGE 1_________

Supplemental Information

The Los Angeles Union Passenger Terminal is significant for its role in the 
history of transportation in the city of Los Angeles and the United States.

/-- Its integrated design combined the passenger and express operations of three 
separate railroad companies into a single new terminal complex on a short

^ dead-end track. The final product resulted from more than 20 years of 
litigation between the city, state, and the railroad companies. Prior to 
the construction of the unified terminal complex, Southern Pacific, the 
Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe, and the Los Angeles and Salt Lake (later the 
Union Pacific) owned their own depots at three different locations east of 
the central city, although Southern Pacific and Union Pacific later shared 
a single depot in the decade prior to the construction of LAUPT. Some of 
the trains were parried to their respective terminals through city streets 
at grade, creating a dangerous situation as automobile traffic increased. 
The incoming lines of the three companies were in relatively close proximity; 
the combination of the three into a single terminal appeared relatively easy. 
However, the railroad companies were opposed to attempts to combine their 
operations in a single terminal. Numerous legal battles finally culminated 
in the 1931 court decision which resulted in the construction of the new 
union terminal at a site immediately east of the Los Angeles Plaza. The 
type of terminal layout then became a major point of litigation, resulting 
in additional delays. Santa Fe favored a through terminal; the Union Station 
plan, however, was to create a stub-end terminal with all three lines con­ 
solidated on a short, dead-end trackage system. The operational disadvantages 
of utilizing this type of system was a major objection of the railroad 
companies. The stub-end system created an end-of-the-line station with 
the tracks ending at bumpers; it had been used in the construction of most 
of the major urban passenger terminals in the United States during the 19th

... and early 20th centuries. The LAUPT plan placed the main passenger terminal
•)' building at the side of the stub-end track network, with a series of ramps and 
v an underground passage connecting the platforms with the waiting room.

The site selected for the new LAUPT complex was that of the old Chinatown 
area immediately east of the Los Angeles Plaza. The city favored this 
location, bringing the combined rail network into the center of the city 
near the civic center. Construction of the complex began in 193^- after 
the clearance of much of the old Chinatown. The first phase involved the 
construction of a large earth platform on the eastern portion of the property, 
elevating the track area 12 feet above Macy Street on the north and 16 feet 

. above Aliso Street on the south. The ramps and pedestrian subway connection
-! to the site of the main terminal building were also constructed in this early 
phase. However, a dispute over the proposed location of an adjacent postal 
facility caused further delay of the construction of the main terminal 
building. The Los Angeles Union Passenger Terminal finally opened on May 7. 
1939.
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The LAUPT complex was the last major railroad terminal to be built in the , 
United States. The complex is an integrated system of considerable architec­ 
tural and historical merit resulting from years of effort to create a con­ 
solidated passenger terminal. The three major railroad lines were brought 

C together over a set of throat tracks, with a carefully designed arrangement 
) of turn-outs, cross-overs and double slip switches which permitted trains of 
^ each company to be routed to any track in the station at any time. The
trains were shunted onto 16 tracks. Eight double ramps lead from the platforms 
to a subterranean tunnel which leads to the main waiting room. In addition, 
six tracks were constructed exclusively for express and baggage service. The 

' terminal integrated passenger, baggage and express services to a high degree. 
Parcels and baggage were processed for transcontinental shipment in the 
support facilities immediately behind the main terminal building. Express 
parcels were brought in by truck to Railway Express loading docks on the 
second level. In addition, Pacific Electric Railway's freight box motor 
fleet utilized a part of the southern portion of the terminal property. A 
small freight service yard connected directly with the Railway Express building. 
Pacific Electric collected freight and parcels throughout the Los Angeles Basin, 
and centralized them at LAUPT for shipment throughout the United States; most 
passenger trains included a number of express and baggage cars.

The main architectural focus of the complex is the passenger station itself. 
The support facilities for baggage and parcel shipment immediately behind it 
are more utilitarian in appearance. The terminal complex is bordered by 
retaining walls on the north and south sides which reflect the Art Deco in­ 
fluences in the 1930 f s design. At the east end of the complex a large berm 
forms the border. The 500-foot pedestrian subway connects the main terminal 
building with the tracks; it is integrated structurally and visually into the 
design, using linear bands of subdued colors to unite the two areas. Colors 
chosen are those traditionally associated with the Southwestern deserts, 
including earth tone reds, oranges, yellows, and browns. Light fixtures of 
the 1930's period are placed in the ceiling leading to the eight sets of 
double ramps rising to the platforms between the tracks; the platforms are 
surmounted by the original butterfly sheds.

The Los Angeles Union Passenger Terminal was the destination and point of 
origin of a number of the country's most famous transcontinental trains of 
the period including Santa Fe's "El Capitan," "Super Chief," and "California 
Limited," Union Pacific's crack streamliner "City of Los Angeles" and the 
"California Limited," and Southern Pacific's "Golden State." Although built 
when rail passenger service was declining, the terminal saw a resurgence of 
rail travel during the Second World War. With the competition from the newly
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developed Los Angeles International Airport in the 1950 f s, rail passenger 
service at LAUPT began a steady decline. The number of trains was reduced 
over the years. Today, LA.UPT continues to function under the operation of 
Aratrak with several transcontinental trains operating .from the station and 
six trains daily to San Diego. At present, the California Department of 
Transportation plans to increase passenger rail service in the Los Angeles- 
San Diego corridor; ridership on this route has increased substantially 
over the last several years.

The LAUPT complex retains a very high degree of its original design integrity 
.-- as an integrated unit. The major alteration 'has been the removal of the 
4 former Pacific Electric Freight service yard at the south end of the complex 
/ and its replacement by an addition to the Railway Express Agency offices in 
v the 1950 f s. The new addition was built in a style which repeated that of the

earlier retaining wall at the ground level; the second level was built as a
covered freight platform. This addition is not significant historically or
architecturally to the LAUPT complex.

In summary, the Los Angeles Union Passenger Terminal complex is significant in 
the history of transportation in Los Angeles, the state, and the nation. Its 
integrated design reflects the historical evolution through years of litigation 
to consolidate three major railroads into a single terminal complex. In addition, 
the main passenger terminal building remains one of the great architectural 
statements of its time. With its high overall integrity, the Los Angeles Union 
Passenger Terminal complex still remains the "Last of the Great Stations."

SOURCES:

Bill Bradley, The last of the Great Stations; A-0 Years of the Los Angeles 
Union Passenger Terminal, Interurbans Special 72, Interurbans Publications, 
Glendale, California, 1979- HO pp.

John A. Droege, Passenger Terminals and Trains, Kalmbach Publishing Company, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 19^9« *flO pp. """"""

S. V. Meigs, "The Union Passenger Terminal, Los Angeles, California," un­ 
published manuscript, c. 193^» 30 pp.
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The boundaries described in this nomination and shown in the submitted 
maps are the original boundaries of the Station. Additional property 
was later purchased by the railroads along the eastern fringe, giving 
the Station frontage on four streets.

The area of the site had been a part of the original Pueblo de Los 
Angeles. The west half later became a part of the first Asian (Chinese) 
community in southern California. That community started shortly after 
the Gold Rush and was strengthened by additional settlers in the late 
1860's when the first rail line in southern California was built. This 
line ran from Los Angeles to Wilmington along what is now Alameda Street. 
Most of the laborers who built the line were Chinese.

The first railroad station in Los Angeles (1869) was located near the 
southwest corner of the present Station site. This first station was 
used by new Anglo settlers who had traveled on sailing ships and came 
ashore at Wilmington. It was also used by Chinese laborers who lived 
in the nearby vicinity of the station and worked on farms served by the 
new rail line.

In 1876, Southern Pacific completed the first major rail line to come 
to Los Angeles. This new line ran along Alameda Street in front of the 
present Station and joined the Wilmington line in the vicinity of the 
original Station. The Wilmington line soon became a part of Southern 
Pacific and a new S. P. Station was built a few blocks to the north. 
A few years later, when the Santa Fe and Union Pacific came to Los 
Angeles, they each built their own stations.

Theconstruction of the present Station marked the end of a lengthy 
legal battle whereby the City of Los Angeles sought to force the three 
railroads serving the City to build one Union Station. Prior to 1939, 
passenger trains ran along the middle of some of the City's most im­ 
portant streets, interfering with traffic and causing numerous acci­ 
dents .

A Union Station, in the same vicinity as the present one, was first 
proposed in 1922 by the Allied Architects' Plan for the Los Angeles 
Civic Center. In 1933, when the present Station site was cleared, a 
major portion of the then Chinatown had to be relocated to north Broad­ 
way and was named New Chinatown.

The completion of the present Station, plus the Terminal Annex Post 
Office immediately to the north, were considered very major achieve­ 
ments in urban development and transportation at the time and both
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