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I-10 Express Lanes Extension Project - Notice of Preparation 
City of Claremont Comments  

 
Dear Mr. Kosinski,  
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide comments from the City of Claremont on the proposed I-
10 Express Lanes Extension Project to close the gap on the I-10 between I-605 and Los 
Angeles/San Bernardino County Line.  
 
The City of Claremont is providing comments on specific areas of concern directly related to the 
I-10 Freeway:  
 

• Soundwall gap at the south side of the freeway creating concerns with Noise and Air 
Quality/Greenhouse Gas Emission issues as well as creating Community Impacts and 
quality of life issues for residential neighborhoods to the south of the gap  

• Existing freeway drainage patterns discharging onto private property prompting Water 
Quality and Storm Water Runoff concerns 

• Bicycle and pedestrian safety concerns at the Indian Hill Boulevard underpass resulting 
from Lack of Complete Streets Features 

• Vehicular, Bicycle, and Pedestrian Safety Concerns at the Indian Hill Boulevard - I-10 
Interchange, resulting from Cumulative Impacts  

• Potential need of additional right of way to accommodate proposed project affecting 
existing land use and existing utilities 

 
Soundwall Gap at the south side of the freeway: 
 
The City of Claremont has pursued the installation of soundwalls at the I-10 Freeway for more 
than 20 years. Though the majority of soundwalls were installed with past Caltrans projects, there 
is still a gap in the eastbound direction between College and Mills Avenues. The current gap in 
the soundwall infrastructure creates quality of life issues affecting the residential properties  
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directly exposed to the freeway noise and pollution without mitigation.  This situation also raises 
concerns with Noise and Air Quality/Greenhouse Gas Emission issues as well as Community 
Impacts and quality of life issues for residential neighborhoods to the south of the gap,  
 
To address the City’s and community’s concerns, Claremont Mayor Stark sent a letter to Mr. Ben 
Jong on August 18, 2021, to request Metro’ support to complete the soundwall gap at this location. 
In response, a letter was received indicating that this gap would be evaluated with the project that 
is currently being proposed: Express Lanes Extension project.  The letter also indicates that Metro 
will work with Caltrans to address any necessary mitigation measures.  Please refer to Attachment 
A for specific details. Moving forward, it is imperative that this gap is effectively addressed and 
that a soundwall be constructed to close the current gap with the proposed project to address the 
environmental concerns.  
 
Existing freeway drainage patterns discharging onto private property prompting Water 
Quality and Storm Water Runoff concerns 
 
There is an ongoing situation involving concentrated freeway drainage patterns discharging onto 
private property and public right of way during storm events. This issue dates back from 2014 and 
has yet to be resolved. City staff has attempted to work with Caltrans to get this issue resolved, 
to no avail.  The proposed project needs to address this situation and in the process, correct the 
nuisance overflow issues that remain unresolved. Please refer to Attachment B for reference 
backup documents.  
 
Bicycle and pedestrian safety concerns at the Indian Hill Boulevard underpass resulting 
from Lack of Complete Streets Features 
 
The outdated Indian Hill Boulevard freeway underpass presents safety concerns for bicyclists and 
pedestrians resulting from the substandard accommodations and lack of complete streets 
features.  Collisions resulting in fatalities and injuries occurring in this area are a very serious 
concern. Claremont is requesting that the existing conditions at the underpass be evaluated with 
the project to ensure that alternative modes of transportation also receive adequate and safe 
infrastructure with the proposed project.  The dim and ineffective lighting conditions at the 
underpass is also a concern as it has a negative impact on public safety.  The City of Claremont 
is requesting that this area be evaluated for Complete Streets improvements in the environmental 
process.  
 
Vehicular, Bicycle, and Pedestrian Safety Concerns at the Indian Hill Boulevard - I-10 
Interchange, resulting from Cumulative Impacts  
 
The City of Claremont is requesting that a Cumulative Impact analysis be conducted in this area 
to address the cumulative impacts resulting from the proposed project. There is a concern with 
the resulting environmental degradation that will compromise the most vulnerable populations.  
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Potential need of additional right of way to accommodate proposed project affecting 
existing land use and existing utilities concerns 
 
The City has concerns with the potential need of additional right to accommodate the project, 
under both, temporary and permanent scenarios. The existing land uses would be negatively 
impacted in the event that additional right of way is needed.  The commercial properties adjacent 
to the property would be the most impacted. In addition, it should be noted that the City has 
drainage and sewer easements adjacent to the freeway right of way. The need for additional right 
of way, could require utility relocation.   This needs to be properly addressed in the environmental 
process.   
 
Potential aesthetic concerns with new freeway signage 
 
The City has concerns with the potential negative aesthetic impacts if any new signage is 
associated with this project. Examples exist throughout the region of large elevated freeway 
signage for similar express lanes. Such signage could negatively impact Claremont 
neighborhoods that may have views of any new signage.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me at (909) 399-5342 or City Engineer Maria Tipping at (909) 
399-5474, should you have any questions or if you need more information regarding this matter.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Brad Johnson 
Community Development Director 
 
Attachments: A – Mayor Stark’s Letter (8/18/21) 
 B – Storm Runoff Concerns   
 
cc:  City Manager Adam Pierre 

Claremont City Council 
Senator Anthony Portantino 
Assemblyman Chris Holden 

 Supervisor Kathryn Barger 
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