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to The date at which it matrers; that will be Decenber

the L1Oth. Afd I axpect that sach of yod will invite at
least one or two other persons to ba at the MTA boardroom.
We need to pack that beardroem out amd let them know that
wWe want To make sure that this rall 1s given the highest
priority that it deserves. and that it should be marked
by safety. It should be marked by assthetics, and it
should be marked by the best technolegy available in ordar
for ©e us to have the kind of rail preject that we wish,
I want to ba clear about my position. IE ds
essentially this: That we have an oppartunity tao take
what is the Targast public works project in this region
for a vary Tong time iFf not ever, in excess of
51.5 bi17ien, and make it work for the abjectives of
traffic congestion relief, for improvement in air quality,

#

and for econonic development. Thosa thres ohjactives ara
what we saek to fulfill,

I argue that there are Twe options, alternatives
vou know them. Bus is one, the Tight rFail is the second
ore. T would seem to me, iF me want the nost efficient
use of this corridor to maximize its impact, it would be
Tight rail. That's what I'm arguing for. I'm
unapologetic about ft.  ITC creates more jobs. and I think
the defining feature of whav can happen i3 jobs, jobs, and
more jobs.  And geod quality jobs,

I'm not an cpponent of bus: I'm mot fully or
conpletely dependent on rail. I think you have to have an
appropriate mixture of the two nodalities. But for this
particular Tine that has baen in play for over a quartar
of a century, I think it should ke clear to evarybody that
me are overdug for Che best that can be put on Crenshaw
carridor and be tha hookup for the south Bay and then,
ultimately, to the airport. That's what this is about.

we are 1n play im a way That we've never seen
befere. %o let's advocate with enthusiasm, with
imaginacian, with the kind of sense of purpose and eguity

that will nmake a differenca so that everybody knows that
Fage 24
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crenshaw 12 in the house.
Thank you wery muech and we appreciate §t.
Ms. Reeves: Thank you, Superviser
34

Is there anything alse that has a card or would
Tike to 111 out a comment card? ko,

We have, &z the sugeryidor mentioned, we have twa
hearings remaining. This Saturday morning we have a
hearing that starts at 10 a.m.; that's at Inglawaod High
School from 10:00 a.m. witl]l noon,  Tuesday octeber Gth we
hawe our fourth and final hearing; thac's at
Transfiguration Church on Martin Luther King Boulevard.
That's frem 6:00 p.o. wntil 8:00 pom,  And you're welcomas
o come Te those hearings, ene or both, and provide a
verpa]l comnent at each.

and, of course, you're always welcoms ta providae
a written comment., The commant forms have all the
information on how to submit your written comment, They
have Rederick's eentact information and the praject
hatline. So we ancourage your Feedback.

I'd 1ike ta thank you this evening for coning
out., we appreclate you sharing your Time and feadback.

and just a reminder that the comment period
clases monday octeber ZETh.

and, if you have any additienal guestions,
Roderick and other staff members will be here to answer
your gquestions,

again, thank you very nuch for coming out.

15
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Comment: 41-12. Damien Goodmon.
Response to comment 41-12A.

The cost, constructability, safety, environmental and economic development benefits associated with
linking proposed underground segments of the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor with a below grade
connection between 48th and 59th Streets on Crenshaw Boulevard was considered during the final design
of the Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Transit Project. While it was been determined an all underground
alignment is physically feasible, the physical conditions and the lack of significant environmental impacts
still do not require the alignment to be placed underground for the entirety of the alignment. The cost of
constructing a fully grade-separated project along the entire length of Crenshaw Boulevard would be
beyond the scope of Metro policies and the approved Metro budget for the project and financially
infeasible.

Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred alternative.
Response to comment 41-12B.

Please refer to Master Response 3 regarding comments pertaining to support for an underground
alignment along Crenshaw Boulevard due to children’s safety, traffic, and environmental justice concerns.
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Comment 41-13. Clint Simmons.
Response to comment 41-13A.

Comment noted. A light rail transit system operating through the Crenshaw/LAX Corridor, would consist
of a new bi-directional two-track, fixed guideway system that would travel through the median of Crenshaw
Boulevard. The system would be powered by overhead wires and overhead contact system (OCS) poles
spaced approximately 100 feet apart. This light rail system would be similar in character to the existing
transportation infrastructure along Crenshaw Boulevard, which includes lighting, utility poles, signage,
and signals. The DEIS/DEIR found that a light rail transit system traveling at grade in the Crenshaw
median would be consistent in character with surrounding land uses and would not result in a significant
visual impact.

Please Refer to Master Response 7 regarding safety treatments and approach to safety for the project.
Response to comment 41-13B.

The selected LPA includes two underground segments for light rail along Crenshaw Boulevard, between
39" Street and 48" Street and between 60" Street and Victoria Avenue. The inclusion of these two
underground segments follows a consistent application of criteria that examines each potential crossing for
considering grade separations for LRT. These criteria include availability of right-of-way, environmental
impacts (such as traffic impacts, visual impacts, impacts to historic resources, and environmental justice
impacts), and Metro’s established Grade Separation Policy.

Please Refer to Master Response 5 regarding traffic methodology and analysis.

Motorist safety treatments are described in detail in Section 2.0 Alternatives Considered of the Draft
EIS/EIR. From the Exposition/Crenshaw Station southward, the LRT would operate at-grade in a semi-
exclusive right-of-way separated from automobile traffic by a raised curb until the alignment transitions to
a below-grade section at Crenshaw Boulevard and 39th Street and would not travel above 35 mph.
Pedestrians and motorists would cross the LRT tracks with standard signal phases. As discussed in
Section 3.0 Transportation Impacts of the Draft EIS/EIR, the signal phasing at intersections would be
changed to accommodate the LRT operations. When LRT vehicles are present, movements that would
conflict with LRT vehicles are prohibited. Pedestrians are permitted to cross the street during phases in
which the LRT vehicles are not present. Additional safety features, such as dedicated left-turn phases,
photo enforcement cameras, and in-pavement lights will be considered, as appropriate, along this
segment.
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Comment 41-14. Judi Redman.

Response to comment 41-14A.

Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred alternative.

Response to comment 41-14B.

Comment noted. Please see response to comment 41-14-A. A massive expansion of the bus system

is not part of the Metro Long Range Plan. Comments regarding this overall goal should be directed
towards the long range planning process.
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Comment 41-15. Julian Lamb.
Response to comment 41-15A.

Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of
the planning process. Comment noted. Please see response to comment 41-14-A.

Response to comment 41-15B.

Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of
the planning process. Construction of the Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Transit Project would result in
approximately 400 jobs per year over the five years that would be necessary to complete the project. In
addition, approximately 128 annual jobs would be created during the operation of the project.

Response to comment 41-15C.
Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of

the planning process. The BRU Clean Air and Economic Justice Plan is not part of the proposed project.
Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred alternative.
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Comment 41-16. Tom Burke.
Response to comment 41-16A.
Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of

the planning process. While the concerns of the commenter regarding seniors and bus service are not part
of the proposed project, Metro will pass on the concerns to the customer relations department.
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Comment 41-17. Vernard Johnson.
Response to comment 41-17A.

Comment noted. Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred
alternative.
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Comment 41-18. Gina Fields.
Response to comment 41-18A.

Please Refer to Master Response 1 Regarding support for a below-grade alignment along Crenshaw
Boulevard.

Please Refer to Master Response 7 regarding safety treatments and approach to safety for the project.
No adverse operational noise impacts were found to occur with the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Corridor
Project. Mitigation measures were also included in Section 4.6.4 of the FEIS/FEIR to reduce the impacts

from noise and vibration during operation.

Please Refer to Master Response 5 regarding traffic methodology and analysis.
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Comment 41-19. Marcial Vassel.
Response to comment 41-19A.

Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of
the planning process. The Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Project would connect the Metro Exposition Line
with the Metro Green Line.

The extension of the Crenshaw Light Rail Transit Line to Wilshire Boulevard and to the
Hollywood/Highland Station is not part of the Locally Preferred Alternative selected by the Metro Board of
Directors. Feasibility studies have been conducted by Metro that indicated that a future extension of light
rail transit to Wilshire Boulevard is feasible. Such a connection is included in the Strategic Element of
Metro’s Long Range Transportation Plan adopted in October 2009. A separate planning process could
explore a transit investment in the corridor if a future update to Metro’s Long Range Transportation Plan
identifies this as a funded project.
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Comment 41-20. Dante Flores.
Response to comment 41-20A.

Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of
the planning process. Chapter 4.14, Safety and Security, of the DEIS/DEIR determined that no adverse
impacts to safety would occur from the construction and operation of the Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail
Transit Project. The Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Transit Project would provide lighting near station areas
and security personnel to ensure that the line is part of a safe and secure system.

The Crenshaw/LAX Transit Project would not result in an increased exposure to the risk associated
with fault lines, nor would it exacerbate pre-existing seismic conditions either in a below-grade or
above-grade configuration. However, it would be more vulnerable to damage from ground shaking
during an earthquake. As part of the mitigation proposed for the project, a geotechnical study would
be conducted to identify design specifications required for maintaining structural integrity under
static and seismic loading and operational demands. These design specifications would ensure that
the risks from seismic hazards would be minimized to the greatest extent feasible.

Please Refer to Master Response 5 regarding traffic methodology and analysis.

Please Refer to Master Response 7 regarding safety treatments and approach to safety for the project.
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Comment 41-21. Carol Tucker.
Response to comment 41-21A.

Please Refer to Master Response 1 Regarding support for a below-grade alignment along Crenshaw
Boulevard.
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Comment 41-22. Kevin Fridlington.

Response to comment 41-22A.

Please Refer to Master Response 1 Regarding support for a below-grade alignment along Crenshaw
Boulevard.

CRENSHAW/LAX TRANSIT CORRIDOR PROJECT
August 2011 Page K-1629




Final Environmental Impact Statement/Final Environmental Impact Report @
Metro

Appendix K — Responses to Comments Received

Comment 41-23. Virginia Piper.
Response to comment 41-23A.
Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of

the planning process. Metro acknowledges that an LRT system would be easier for blind and visually
impaired to access and use.
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Comment 41-24. Vincent Harris.
Response to comment 41-24A.
Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of

the planning process. Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred
alternative.
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Comment 41-25. Karen Ceasar.
Response to comment 41-25A.

Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred alternative.
Please Refer to Master Response 5 regarding traffic methodology and analysis.

Please Refer to Master Response 1 Regarding support for a below-grade alignment along Crenshaw
Boulevard.
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Comment 41-26. Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas.

Response to comment 41-26A.

The Metro Board of Directors selected the Light Rail Alternative as the Locally Preferred Alternative. The
Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Transit Alternative proved to generate the greatest travel time savings and
reliability, higher ridership for comparable segments, a stronger support of community goals for economic
development, and connectivity with other elements of Metro’s regional transit system (specifically, the
Metro Green Line).

Response to comment 41-26B.

Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred alternative.

CRENSHAW/LAX TRANSIT CORRIDOR PROJECT
August 2011 Page K-1633




Final Environmental Impact Statement/Final Environmental Impact Report

Appendix K — Responses to Comments Received

COMMENTS: 42-27 through 42-35 from the Inglewood High School Public Hearing
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CRENSHAW TRANSLIT CORRICOR
DREAFT EMVEIROMMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
DRAFT EMVIROKMENTAL REPODRT

FUBLIC HEARING
INGLEWOOD MIGH SCHOOL - CAFETERIA
231 S0UTH GREVILLEA AYERUE
IHGLEWOOD, CALIFORNLA
QCTOBER 3, 2009

FILE WO, POSVEL
REPORTED BY DEB2A L. PRESUTTI

M5, Reeves: Good morming, everyeha, Thanks for

coming out to the Draft Ervironmantal Impact
statement /oraft envirenmental Impact Report hearing for
the Crenshaw Transit Corridor,

My name is Roxi Reaves, I'm with the Les Andrews
Grovp, and I°17 be your facilitater this marning.

I hope that all of you have had a chance to walk
around and take a look at the boards and talk to project
staff and have some of your questions answered., If you
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didn't ger that <hance, you'11 have another opportunity at

the end of the meeting. Rederick our project manager and
some other staff menbers will be here to answer your
questions.

I'd Vike wo introduce councilmenber fan Tabor,
mho would Tike vo say a few words.

Counciimemar Tabor; Good moming. Thera's a Tive
audience here, you're not Taped,

First of all, let me start with what's really
inportant: I suppart the Tight rail option. Remenber
that. This is supposed to be an chjective, umbiased
presentation; 5o you need to know whare I am,

secondly, & 5L.7 bi1T4en investnent in this
cannu ity Bjﬂﬁl;l Cranshaw Towards The airport, makes all
the absolute sense to [(inaudible] the worlid. So now that

you know where I am, let me 1] you where I am not,

I'm not interested in this project procesding,
whethar it's BRT. Tight rail, without your input, without
hearing from you. whether you agres with me oF not, I
think we need and deserve ta have this discussian.

Because at the end of the day, our tax dollars. our pullic
investment, will be used e build this praject or some
other project. and it s not a slam dunk. ‘wWe move
Tarward along this vineline, we've seen the boards, and we
arrive at some place m the future,

Fortunately or unfortunately. there are other
commnities also leoking for Hetre prodects in their
commumnities to move forward along a timeline; so we're --
it is a conpetitiva, merit-based process. aAnd you'ra
going te hear frem Roderick today that no decisions have
been made, but thers are 4 series of public meetings.

Sa L'm going to end with this: Thank you For
caning thii moming. There are at Teast two other Tocal
alternative meetings and the following transpsrtation
planning meetings. For some reason the dates are not in
ny mind --

unidantified Speaker: Meetings in Nowvembar and
Page Z
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DECener.
councilman Tabor: -- meetings in November and
Decenper that are not going ©o be in Inglewond that we
need To turn out To. Bring your nelghbors, your family,
3

your friends, We need to say To the MTA Board and The
process That we are jnterested and committed in being
engaged and making sure that aur community is reinvested
in and that public transportation going Anto the future is
awallabple and it 15 where we want it to be and where we
negd 1t Ta be to sustetn economic cevelopment and growth
in our city and in the surrcunding neighborhoods.

o with that, thank you very puch for being hers
this marning,

Ms. Reewes! Thank you, Councilmenber.

when you came in this morning, you were handed a
few items at the registration desk, You were given a Fact
sheet and a commant form and a speaker card,

The Tact sheet pm-.-1de5 you with an cveryiew of
the alvernatives that are under consideration. Tha
camment form provides you with information on how to
submitT a written conment,

The format for today’s meeving will start with a
brief presentation from our Project Manager Roderick Diaz.
and then follewing that, we'11 start the formal public
comment pertion of the meeting,

If you'd Tike te make a comment, you need to
conplete ane of these blue speaker cards and then turn it
in to the registration desk or ore of our team menmbers.

This s yvour forum so the next hour will be

devoted strictly e puklic comment, &nd as such, our

staff won't interrupt during the hearing to make comments
or clarifications. should you have additional questions
or commants after your time is up, Tike I stated earlier,
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staff will be arcund afver the hearing te answer any

questions.

Ezch speaker will be given two minutes to make
your comments, Please nom2 your comments are being
recorded by & court reporter; so please remember To STAFT
by stating your name, speaking clearly and inte the
microphona,

&5 & reminder, the deadlime for comments is
Monday October Xth at 5:00 p.m.  and that information can
be found an the fact sheet sz well.

at this tine T'd Tike to recognize some slecteds
and rapresentativas that are here with us today. We hawa,
of course, Councilmenber Dan Tabor. We have Fernands
Ramirez Trom suparviser mark Ridley-Thomas's of fice, Heith
Lockard from the City of Inglemood, Joel Rane from the
city of Inglewosd,

&nd we also have some nembers of community
arpanizations that we'd 1ike to extend our appreciation wo
as well.

we hawve representatives from the Empowarment

Congrass West Area Heighborheod Development Council,

.

Transit coealition, the wWave nemspaper, First church of
God, and the multi-service Stanley cCenter. 5o thank you
a1l very much For coming out.

How I'd 1ike to fntroduce gur Project Manager
Roderick Daz.

Mr. Diaz: okay. Thank you all for coming. and I
think it"s a testament to your dedication to the project
to Tearm about tha project. &nd I'm vary glad to ses that
wa have a diversa group from a lot of different
commmicties —- from Inglewssd, westchester, mhe
neighborhaods along crenshaw Boulevard -- to Tsarm 2 lat
mare about the project today.

A5 Councilman Taber mentioned, there are
decisions to be made related to the meda. Right now there
is no deciston absut which of the four alternatives we are

cansidering will ba made and we'1l proceed forward with,
Page 4
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Part of what we are here te do voday is to hear your
testimony and to hear what you have to say about the
alternatives that we have analyzed and your cencerns about
them and your desires for them,
we are at a majer point within this

decision-making process. Wwa have for the last two years
been engaging communities wp and down this corridaor o
develop alternatives and o develop analysis about these
gltermatived, and here we are &t this point whare me have

B

published a document called the praft envlrommental Impact
statement/Draft Environnental CHpact Report.

The reasen why it has tee names is that 7t serves
two fumctions: at the federal and the state level. and
coples of that repert are available me Took at here at the
tabTes, and you should hawe received a cD that contains
that report for you to take home if you want to Took in
more detail,

I knew it's an intimidating document: it's very
big. But if you want just & nice summary, there's an
expcutive summary at the beginning of that report.

what is required for us and because wa want o
hear frem you, we have what's called a comment pariod.
and that comment period extends between the llth of
septembar and it aends on October 26th.  And this 5 a
major cemponent of that commant peried. If you have
comments that occur after this meeting, please be sure o
take a camnent form with yow ar just send me an e-mail.
I"17 give you directions at the end of this meeting.

S0, nonatheless, wa also hava more informaticn at
our website: Metro.nert/crenshaw.

sa me begin then with Tooking at alternatives. I
did mantian that wa have Four altermatived that we are
Tooking at and considering. Each of these has equal

standing at this peint.
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we have two altermatives that we' re raguired oo
Took at. Basically, they represent what would wa do iFf we
didn't really make a big investment.

snd the first alwernative 1s called the Mo-guild
Alternative. ‘what mould we do, what would happen, what
would the impacts be if we did nothing?

and then the Tramsportation Swstem Management
Alternative represents anm alternative of what weald happen
if you enly imprave transit improvements in & minor way.
If you just improve some signal systems, if you added a
bus Tina or two and added more freguency to thae buses that
are already out there. 5o these are the mo-build and the
transportation system management alvernatives.

The next s1ide, then, represents the other two
alternatives, and these are called build alternatives.
These represent semething that we would build, &nd so we
hawe what's called the Bus Rapid Transit altemative and
the Light Rail Transit ATtarnative.

and there's a diagram ard a picture back thera,
There's a Bus Rapid Transit that represents an integrated
bus sysesm. It includes buses, special lanes For the
buses to trawvel in. And 2o, essentially, many of you arae
familiar with tha set of tracks that pass through the city
of Inglewood and mear the airport area. & Tong Time ago,

I guess in The early 20's, Metro purchased that set of

tracks.

and so the Bus Rapid Transit Alternative would
hawve a spacial lama in that right-of-way for the buses to
travel. It would pass by here at the airport at aviation
and Centupy mhere there's a lTot of businesses there and a
carmectian to the Feaple Movar that the airpore i
planning. It would pass through downtown Inglewdod and
serve downtosn Inglewood hare at La Brea. And then 1t
mould end here at crenshaw Boulevard whare 1T would starc
o Turn narth.

wWithin Cranshaw Boulevard we would follow —- we
Page &
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mould have exclusive Tanes chat travel in Crensham
Boulevard to the north te the Exposition Line, and then
north of there it would drive in mixed traffic with the
rest of Traffic up to a comnection tTe the Purple Line
subway. S50 that's the part alternative.

and. the LRT ATtermatiwe -- actually, 14t ne run
throwgh the details when T run through the detail slides.

S0 the next slide, pleasa,

This i3 assantiafly the BAT Alternative. we have
a guided busway alang the Harbor Subdivizion, exclusiwve
lanes in Crenshaw, and mixed-flom ocperation north of the
exposition Line. It's impertant to mote that there are
some narrow sectisns of Crensham where we're still mot
cartain whether we can get those exclusive Tanes or not.

8

The base cost of that altermatiwve is roughly
batwean 3500- and $600 million,

Then we have tThe LRT Altermative, 5o the LRT
alternacive is -- roughly folloms the same genaral
alignment, but rathar than & roadway, Tt would have
tracks., &nd so you'd have tracks that follow the Harbor
Subdivision and then go north along Crenshaw. and this
time they just end here at the Exposition Line.

And wWhAT'S TnporTant to note §s that thers are
varipus configurations of thase tracks. Tn essance, wa
have to ge undermeath the runway cemplex here s¢ that we
don't interfere with the flight paths of the airplanes.

we'd go over Century, elevated across the 405 and La

Cignega, elevated across La Brea here in downtown
Inglewsod, and than elevated here betwean E0th and EFth
streets -- actually te victoria Avenue aleng the Harbor
subdivision te d0th street -- and then in the Leinert Fark
village area, becauss Crenshaw s narrow there and in that
area thara's a scenic corrider designated and some
historic department stores, we are underground 1n Leimert
Park vi1lage. and then we come back to the surface here.

another impartant feature of the LAT altermative
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iz that it does connect with the Green Lime. sSo the LRT

darvice would continue down throuwgh E1 Segundo. dosn
toward the Aedondo Beach Station. and it would also allow

10

the Grean Line to come up to the station that sarves the
airport a 1ittle bit better.

&nd then we do net extend north of the Exposition
Line, But 9t does allow For a Future axtensicn should thiz
be the alternative that is selected.

There is a cost associated with that altermnative
of abour 1.3 B41711en; here 1t°s indicaced as 51300
milTion.

50 the next slide is, 9n the course of doing our
analysis, we wantad to leave curselves the flexibility te
respond Te envirgnmental impacts That we observed along
the 1ime as mell as to Jook at places where there may be
adjustmants to a station or two.

and thera are design options that we'wve
incorporated that are also analyzed in the emvironmental
docunent. and there are 3ix of these design eptions. and
it's important Bo note that, other than the station moves,
mast of these design options are here bacauss thay respond
to a specific environmental 1mpact,

and 5o we have this pesign oprion L 1s a statien
closer o CenTury.

cesign Qption I 5 a potential overcrossing ower
Manchester so as not o interfers with the traffic on
Manchester coming off The 405.

oesign option 3 is a potential undercrossing

11

gerods Ceptinela.

Design Optian 4 would take this elevated section
and place it wnderground,

pesign aprion 5 would add a station at vernon
awenue where there 15 mone proposed now. Right now The

station would be at King and maybe with an entrance or
Page B
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T exit at stocker, but this would add & sration at vernon

5 AVl .

k| and Design optien & would, rather than having the

10 underground statien come wp To the surface, we would

1l continue undergreund here To have a transfer with the

1 Exposition Ling.

13 S0 these design eptions vary in cost from about

14 11 million, 11 e 16 millien. Then there are some more

15 expensive design optiond LS55 and 236.

14 impact tha project budget.

i7 S0 next s1ide, please,

That would alse

18 There are two -- 1T's impertant to alse note that

19 mith new vehicles comes tThe nesd To maintdin those

0 vehicles. and so we have twoe maintenance sites that are

i1 being considered for analysis in the report. And so we

22 have Twe maintenance facility sites.

and the criteria for

23 developing the sites is that they have to be near the

Ia right-of-way so that you can access them. So this would

25 apply both to the buses which are natural gas vahicles,

i2

1 alternative Fuel; and, to the trains which are electric,

2 and then we have the one site here in E1 Sepundo
3 that exists between twe rallroad tracks northeast of the
4  comer of Rosecrans and Sepulveda. and then we hawve one

§ site here just on the edge of the wWastchester naighborhood
& near the 405 Fresway, adjacent te -- I think this is still
7 Florence here, down by 83rd, Osagpe, and the Warbor

5 subdivision right-of-may.

These twoe sites are evalvated in the report and,

10 if ywou have any opinion, wa'd be interested to hear on

11 your Testinony hapa,
12 Mext slida, pleadge.

137 5o then we have the teo alternatives, and me have

14  a peneral comparison of those teo altermatives. when we

15 want To conpare the similar segnent of the Grean Line To

16 the expesition Lina, both of them save travel time over

i7 what Metra Rapid service would be.
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18 The BRT alternative saves about Z0 percent. The

13 LRT Alternative savesd about 43 percant. It would make

I that trip between the Green Line and the Exposition Line

ZL  in abput 20 minutes.

2 The Green Line does extend To wilshire Boulevard

23 for an additional 11 minutes te get up to wilshire

24 Baulevard im mixed-flow traffic,

5 Now, as far as ridership, we can think abour the
13

i Green Lina to the Exposition Line. The BRT Altarnative

2 has between 10- and 14,000, The LAT alterpative is

3 roughly bermeen 13- and 21,000, The BRT altermative doss,
4 howmever, axtend o Wilshire Boulevard where tha LRT

5 Alternative needs tracks that are not part of this

& definition of the project. And so The BRT Alternative is
7 able to capture these riders with the transfer at wilshire
| Boulevard and have additional ridership.

] There is a comparison of capital cost. BRT is

10 between 500- DD millien. and the LRT Alternative
1 Cindicaringd.
12 snd then there's a comparisen of jobs generated,
13 and that roughly is correlated with the cost and the Tawal
14 of construction of the alternative.
15 Mow, This 95 an environmental document we put
If  out, and that esvironmental document i wery comprebensive
17 din terms of what it has te analyze. There are a Tot of
18 featwres of envirenmental impact that are amalyzed in the
3 report.  and, hepefully, yew did get a chance o discuss
0 what these fmpacts might be with the staff people. IF you
il hawe further guestions, you can ask us aftersards. &ut
2 a1l of these are addressed in the rapert and, if you have
33 & particular condition, you cam certainly talk about thax
4 thragh yaur comment.
15 Mext slide, pleasa.

14

=

! S0 we ara heare at the commant phase, This is a
Page 10
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public hearing. It's a major Forum for public comments if
¥Ou want to share your comments with everyone alse. But
alse you can send your comments To me.  You can either
send your form T0 me of 4 separate leTrer To me At ny
address at MeTro.  vou can send me an e-mail or you can
call our project hotline and have someone writa down your
comment for you iF you don't feel Tike writing it down
yoursalf,

It's important thoagh that this process 55 very
official and that it ends on Octoher 26th. I have to
reaceive your commants by October J6th. And what happens
iz all of these official comments we have to take them and
respond T each and ewery one of thesm in the next phase of
our environmental analysis.

Hext slida, pleasa.

Now, where do we ge from here? Wo decisions are
beinp made today. wWe're here simply to Tisten to you,
End of the comment period is October 26th.

Councilman Tabor mentiomed that thers is a
neeting of the Matro Board To discuss the Long-Range
Transportation Flan. I think that's tha Thursday before
Detober 26th.  Sa that's whan that discussion will take
place, and that's when long-range transportation planning

will be discussed.
15

But then important for this project is when our
board selects what's called a Tocally preferred
altermative, So of these Ffour alternatives, one of them
will get selected. And then we'11 presant it at the
Flanning and Progranming Conmittes, Eut the big decision
wi1l be made At sur December 10th board meeting.

and then after a11 of that, we'1l teke the final
alternative and than do some more analysid and mare design
refinement and publish the final version of that document
that you see thers and then go into construction some Time
thereafrer with hopes of starting the service in 2018,

actually, we're poing to haar from you now owvar
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the mext hour or so, depending on how many people signed

up o spaak.

and T would urge you to provide as nmuch detail as
you can related T2 your public comment becavse -- or what
you write domn -- becawse more detall gives something mere
for ws ©e be able o respond to.  and, eertainly. share
what you have to say with us about anvthing and ewverything
you have to say about the project.

&nd so I'm logking forward Te hearing from you
afd to learn what your perspactives might be on what the
paotential jnwvestment night be in tha carridor.

And 50 I'17 hard it off to Boxi who will then

officiate the rest of the hearing.

Ms. Reewes: oOkay., So we'll start our public comments
Tici.

and just to reiterate the protocol: Fleass coma
to the microphone when your name is called, Each speaker
will have teo minutes to make his or her comment. There
will be a rimer on the sereen for your reference.  and
just please remembar to start by staring your name,
speaking clearly and into the microphona so that our court
reporter can accurately transcribe your conments.

our first speaker 15 Joel mane follewed by Dante
Flares.

lew] Rane: Thank you, My name is Jeel Rane, and I'm
a librarian for the City of Inglewesd.

I just wanted o say that I'm not here in an
official capacity. I'm also & home ownar in Hyde Park and
I"wg bean following this for sone time. But T would say
Cinawdibla} city newspapers. ®e do have them across the
street on the secend Tloor of the library for yeu te look
at.

I think thiz iz great. I'm definitely in support
of the 1ight rail 19ne. I think 1t's fantastic that we're
rebullding a system that we had here until the 1950's so
that we can bring the city together basically. I think

it's a great thing for the city of Inglewnod and for the
Fage 12
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25 mhole ity that seme day weu can get on the train up at
17
n
1  Manchester and La Brea and 1n Tess than four hours you can
2 be im San Francisco or Sam Diego or Sacramento or anysera
3 dn €alifornia.
4 I would just say To everyome hare, we should
g really anphasize that we shauldn't do thid on tha chedp.
§ wWe should really make sure that all of the alternatives
T far that spall cost -- it seams Tike millions of dollars.
8 but the idea of putting 4 grade separationm at Centinela
4 for people who commute around here -- = ride & bike to
ik 1  work through that inteérsectien -- this % something that
11 95 really essential. We meed to make sure we get all the
12  grade separations we can for this whole reute so it
13 doesn't become an issue of controversy but 1t becomes a
12 wery fast way for someocne to get from the airport all thae
15 way up ta, hopefully, some day up to West Hollywood.
18 Thank wou.
17 M5, Reswes! Thank you.
18 Follewing Dante we hawve Claydine Burt.
14 pante Flores: Hello., My name is Dante Flores, and I
20 support this project.
ZL what I think we mead is security because in thesa
z2  areas, especially at night, 1t gers really bad. at all
28R 23 stations I think wa should have Tight rail, no buses, I
24 alse think there shouwld be lots of pature te Took at, and
25 At will attract more and more pecple.
15
n
1 Alsa the train should be at grade amd above
2 pgrade. and, 7 we do have jt underground, make jt safe
L because wa have sarthguakes here in California.
28R 4 I am 11 years old, and I attend the StT. John
5 chrysostom School as a Toh grader. and please. please,
6 hawe it underground so it wen't affect our learning and 1t
7 will keap us safar.

Page 13
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Also on Centinela it will not be safe; thers will

be too much traffic.
Ms. Reeves: Thank you.
Following Claydime Burt we have Damien Goodnom,
Claydine Burt: Hello, Hy name 15 claydine Burt,
r'we Tived i Inglemood since 1949, and I'nm a menber of
the Centinela vallay Historical Seciety.

I'm very much interested in public
transportation, Because of Timited physical cenditions, I
may have to give up driving.

The worst thing about living a long time, I
think, is that wa do ternd to ook backward at the
wonderful red cars, at the trolley cars where one could
get on in HemThorne and go all the way to eagle Rock
without geatting off if you paid your extra fare.

The statistics that are used. I would reming
those in charge, are people. Each of us here today 1z one
of those statistics. and when something mew goes in,

19

sanething old usually has va cone out, and it may be wvery
painful.
Eut T appreciate the opportunity of coming today.
I wish there were more of sur citizems here.
and before T Teawe the microphone, I must tell
you, don’t Teave this area without cressing the strest and
Tocking at the transportation (inawdiblael,
Thank you.
Ms. Reewes: Thank you.
Followming Damien wa have alan Havens.
Mr. Goodmon: Good moming. My name i5 Damien
Goodmon.,  I'm the coordinater of the Fix Expo Campaign.
1°d Tike to see dnelusion 1n the Tinal EIr all of
the optian: which are currently being axplored and options
far crossings which are currently suppased to be at streat
level fer grade separations, including extending exfsting
grade separation options or mandating grade separations,
baseline grade separations. I think this is important for

a variety of reasons. Ome, it expedites the cressings.
Page 14
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what we realize right now at (inaudible) is, because &
grade separation was not explored, that project is= going
to be delayed, we can aveld that in the future by
inclweding in the final EIR grade-separation options.
The prade separation 95 noT fust SE.fE'E:.'
mitigation, it's traffic mitigation. It also halps

Fial

address the issue of environmental injustice. Bacause thea
reality is here that on the Westside they're talking about
a 56- te 59 biT1len subway.

and those people who mere behind that Time which
include the Mayor of Lod angeles and Supervisor
varpslavsky have Twice attenpted To steal necessary money
for this project for grade separatisn. So when that
happens and when these people say this area should be
given a bus rapid transit instead of a Tight rail Tine
with grade separation, wndarstand what"s being ©old here.
wWe're baing told that we should get 3500 jobs instead of
TEOD febs.

and Tet me judt ask quickly: who here in this
room is for South L.&, hawing 4303 Tess jobs and Inglewood
having 4330 less jobs?

Let the court reporter reflect that no one ralsed
their hand.

It's dimportant, as Councilmember Tabor mentioned,
that we shoe up at those meatings on November 18th and
Decenber 10th, when these people whe have twice tried to
rob this project of necessary money will be in a wating
position. They need to see us. Wwe naed to ba there. wae
need To damand cur fair share because wa're being tawed
for Measure R. we're being taxed for the federal dollars.
wWe're being taxed far the project thar will po on the

Il

westside just the same as we are belng taxed for this
project, and we want our monay returnad here,
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Thank you.

Ms. Reeyes: Thank you.

Following Alan we have Matthaw Hetz.

Alan Hawens: My mame 15 Alan Wavens., I werked for 22
years {inaudible) transit (Inaudible) mowement.

I stromgly suppart the Tight rall option for the
crenshaw Corridor based on trawel time, (inawdible) spasd,
and safaty,

In terms of safety, LRT has three sets of brakes,
three kinds: of brakes, not the one that buses usually
hawe. By the way, the maximun speed of an LRT can be &0
to 8% milas an hour betwesn stations,

Mofze. Someone at the wllshire meeting safd che
buses would be guieter, but this is only true iF chey're
running wvery sTowly through grade crossings.

To match LRT speeds you need gates, and 1ights at
crossings and so forth where you have at-grade grossings
To contral nolse, directiomalized grade crossing
{inawdibla) can ba used -- horns, balls, voice massages,
and 50 forth, S0 noise is net a serious issue

Ride quality Cinaudible) have comparable ride
quality. In comparisen --

The Court Reparter: I'm having trouble hearing him.
12

M. Resyves: Could you speak up a 1itrle.
Alan Hawens: Okay,
In comparisen, the articulated buses Tike the
HABI that we have now will provide a bumpy ride behind the
center axle at the articulating joint.
ogn (irnaudible) tha travel Time LAT's have four
doors on the side; that is actually eight door cpenings on
the side. The articulated buses have three doors:
basically, one plus teo plus tmo spanings. At the Front
door the driver is (inavdiblel).
Ms. Reewes: We're having trouble hearing you. The
COurt regarter.
The Court Reperter: I°m sorry.

unidantified Speaker: S5low down.
Fage 16
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alan Hawens! Let's see. Also the sliding plate doors
of the NABI buses can go on a curve.

50, anyway, basically support LRT,
Ms, Reeves: Thank you.
Folloning Matchew we have Cora chong.

Matthew Hetz: Good morning, I'm Matthew Hatz., T liwvae
in westchaster, I'm a Tong-ternm transit rider and transit
sUpporTar

I greatly support Tight rail bacaude -- Far nany

isspes., One is it's nmore &ffFicient Fuel-wise. It's a
better ride for the riders, and I balieve people along tha
23

route -- Leimert Park to Inglewoed/Crenshaw area --
deserve Tight rail. Se I support the Tine completely, and
I want the mitigation that we Tooked at anmd talked about
and revigwed to make it a safe line.

But as a Westchastar residant I'17 tall you,
there's a Tot of Flak, There's a Tet of anger in
westchester, 8 lot of fear and gossip going o abour
mhat's gaing to happan. and they'ra vary upset becapse
Metro did not put a neeting in Westchaster,

I have ne trowble ceming ©o Inglewood. I Tived
in westchaster my whole 1ife, T shop in Inglewood. I grew
up hepe.

But they're upset. And I think part of their
concern is the maintenance Facility. and I think it's
nunger @, which 15 the one off Mash showld be preferred,
opposed to the one close to Hindry which would take some
building and so forth.

S50 I want to warn you there's a meeting tomorrow
night in westchester with Counciiman Rosendahl. I°we been
trying e tell people fT's o the benafit of everybody;
it's a goad system, it's a goad line. But, by nat
enpaging the wWestchester residents, you may have stirred
up a 1ittle hormets nest which you could have avedded.

Ms. Reewes: Thank you.

cora Chong is the last card that I hava.
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24

was There anyone else that has a speaker card or

mould Tike ta 111 one out?

cora Chong: Helle, my name 15 Cora chong. and I'm a
residant of Eestchaster,

unidentified speaker: Speak up,

Ms. Reewes: We can't hear you.

cora Chong: Coming from Homg Kong, a city that has &
highly efficient bus and rail system, I am really -— T'm
fully enthusiastic hearing about this project. I fully
suppert the Mght rail Tine because I balieve it will help
glieviare tralffic and tt will proavide more convanience Tor
people Ta mowe arcund.

People can more easily commenicate with each
other since the 1ight rail Tine, pesple can -- yeah --
Tlet's s=e.

I'm a high schopl student and I'm also taking the
environmental studies class. And seeing betwean 1ight
rail and bus Transit Tine, I think that the Tight rail
Tine has grester potantial voe have Jess environmantal
inpact hacause, as yau know, slectricity and alsa Tess
people (inaudiblal).

Ms. Reeves: Any other cards?
okay. we have a --
pave Monks: I just would Tike to address the
westchestar issua, And I would Tike o let evaryone know
25

that our project team will ba meeting with the wWestchestar
Neighbors Associates on Monday night, We'll bring a
selecrien of boards and information Te The community.
we've baan working with Denny Schneidar, who is with thae
group, and we will nake sure the Westcheaster community is
fully infermed about this predect,
Ms. Reewes! We have another special guest with us

this morming. I'd Tike to introdece supervlsor Mark

Ridley-Thomas,
Fage 18
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suparyisor Ridley-Thomas: Thank vou very much,
everyona. I'm pleased that you are herae.

This 45 a rather important Time and opportunicy
for 211 of us, and the ome requestT that I wish To make 1s
that you tell others about the significance of this
project.

&and I want to say from the top: My view is that
this is ene of the most important prejects going on
afywhera in the county of Las angeles. There is na
project that I can think of that is more inportant than
this affort with respect to transportation, with respect
to afr quality, with respect to econsmic develepment.
Those three objectives are importanc.

It s my viem working with your city council,
vour ¢ity leadership, that Inglessed has a Tot to gain and
berefit by way of this Crensham-South Bay Line. It is

28

fundamentally important in tarms of the issve of the
transformation of communities Prom an economic development
parspactive ad wel]l as other nportant jssusd, nat the
Teast of which would be the infrastructure that s
required to do impertant werk on transportatien as well as
the alr-quality 1ssues that I mentioened.

TEo oprions, Two alternatives. I want Tto make 1T
as c¢laar as I pessibly can I am for the Light Rail
Alternative,

I don't think abeut this in a ene-dimensional
may. I think about it in terms of the quality of
transportation that can and should be baneficial tao the
residents of this part of the county of Los Angeles that
hawe waited a very, very leng time To bepefit from these
extrasrd inary rescurces.

There it no public warks projects of which I an
aware that is Targer than this 1.5, approximataly
%1.5 bi111on to de very, wery significant work 1n this
part of the county of Los angeles. This makes sense in

terms of a rational plamning effort that involvaes
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rransportation,

Thiz §s not a vanity project of any sort. This
is a project that is need based. It gives definition to
what 1T means to have a ratienal policy for planning and

transportation in the county of Los angeles.,

The point has already been made about the issue
of jobs; it 95 an inportant paint. and I'n coenfident that
anybody hare who wants to contribute to unemployment
didn't show up to this mesting., This is the place where,
in fact. we talk about improving the quality of Tife. and
jobs is an fmporvant facter in that equation.

20 if you look at thii comprebensively, if you
Took at this helistically, it's hard o argue with forward
movement. We're not looking backward, we're looking
forward. This 15 about technology for the futuire. This
is about building for generations to come, That's why I'm
here; that's why I stand reselute in my effort ©o bring
this preject home on the 10th of December,

I would hope that there's Aot a VACAAE SEat AT
the MTA. I would hope that people are spilling aut of tha
auditorium and down the escalator and ouwt inte the patic
area and let them know That the Erenshaw-South Bay Line 1s
2 MUST. We MANT To see 1T happen. we want it properly
Tunded. and don't skinp av the paint of funding.
Everybody here cught te say, "don't skimpp,”

The Audience: Don'tT skinp.
supervisor Ridley-Thomas: They gught To fund it as it
should be funded: Fully. That's what we're pushing for.

S0 don't let me down,. Be thare on the 10th of
pecenmber, Be thare early, We'll give you ample

B

notification of the time, Wwe need To be in the house,
Becawse, as you know, Inglewsod s strategically in a
position te make this berver than it would otherwise be.

and, if you do that, I can assure you that Councilman
Fage 20
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Tabar will do & dance that we mon't Find Forperrable on
that day.

Thank you wery mech, I appraciate your time
today.

unidentified speaker: supervisor, before you go.
w117 we ba able to get preferred parking for tha buses wa
want ™o bring in?

suparvisor Ridley-Thomas: Yes. and if you wish To
bring busas, we will kelp in swhatevar way that we can on
that, and we'11 make sure that the bises are properly
accommodated,

50 brimg somebody. Don't be reluctant. bon't be
bashful about asking your friends, your neighbors, persons
in your sororities, those who worship with you in your
various centexts. Bring them. Bring them, This is
inperTant

This fs important because Julian bDixen Tried To
mork on this 25 years ago. Tom Bradley was working on
this a Tong, Tomy time agn., Henry Waxman and Diane Watson
working on this, I say it's time and it's time now To

bring this project hone.

Thank you wery mwch. I'm delighted that you
could be here.
M5, Resvas: We hava one mora card, Hugh
Brockingten,
Hugh Brockinguon: I just want ©e say go 1ight rail;
that's all.
Ms. Regves: well, thank you vary much for coming out
on a weakand and sharing your time and comments with us.
st 2 reminder that your comment:s need to be in
Monday octsber 26th by 5:00 p.om.
we have one additional hearing -- it's the fourth
and final == coming this Tuesday evening at
Transfiguration church on martin Luther kKing Boulevard in
Los Angeles, That's from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. There

are soma Fliers on the registration table with that date.
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and just Feel Tree to grab a stack if you have sone

Friendd you think are interested in artending.
and again, thank you wery much. WwWe appreciate

FOur Comments,
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Comment: 42-27. Joel Rane.
Response to comment 42-27A.

Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of
the planning process. Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred
alternative.

Response to comment 42-27B.

Comment noted. The selected LPA includes two underground segments for light rail along Crenshaw
Boulevard, between 39" Street and 48" Street and between 60" Street and Victoria Avenue. The inclusion
of these two underground segments follows a consistent application of criteria for considering grade
separations for LRT. These criteria include availability of right-of-way, environmental impacts (such as
traffic impacts, visual impacts, impacts to historic resources, and environmental justice impacts), and
Metro’s established Grade Separation Policy. In locations where there is available right-of-way, where
there is a lack of significant environmental impacts, or where conditions fail to meet the criteria of Metro’s
Grade Separation Policy, the Light Rail Transit alignment is proposed to remain at grade. The light rail
alignment will have aerial crossings at Aviation Boulevard and Manchester Avenue and at La Brea Avenue
and the Harbor Subdivision railroad right-of-way. A below-grade crossing at Centinela Avenue was carried
forward for further consideration in the design process where it was determined that the lack of significant
traffic impacts did not require the crossing to be grade separated.
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Comment 42-28. Dante Flores
Response to comment 42-28A.

Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of
the planning process. Chapter 4.14, Safety and Security, of the DEIS/DEIR determined that no adverse
impacts to safety would occur from the construction and operation of the Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail
Transit Project. The Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Transit Project would provide lighting near station areas
and security personnel to ensure that the line is part of a safe and secure system.

Response to comment 42-28B.

The Crenshaw/LAX Transit Project would not result in an increased exposure to the risk associated
with fault lines, nor would it exacerbate pre-existing seismic conditions either in a below-grade or
above-grade configuration. However, it would be more vulnerable to damage from ground shaking
during an earthquake. As part of the mitigation proposed for the project, a geotechnical study would
be conducted to identify design specifications required for maintaining structural integrity under
static and seismic loading and operational demands. These design specifications would ensure that
the risks from seismic hazards would be minimized to the greatest extent feasible.

Please Refer to Master Response 5 regarding traffic methodology and analysis.

Please Refer to Master Response 7 regarding safety treatments and approach to safety for the project.
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Comment 42-29. Claydine Burt.
Response to comment 42-29A.

Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of
the planning process. Metro acknowledges that the construction of the light rail system would affect
surrounding communities during construction. Metro will coordinate with the surrounding residents and
local businesses of the adjacent communities to minimize adverse effects to the extent feasible during
construction. Upon completion of the Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Transit Project, operation of the light rail
system would provide enhanced access to members of the surrounding communities. This enhanced
access would occur along all portions of the alignment, particularly near station areas.
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Comment 42-30. Damien Goodmon.

Response to comment 42-30A.

Please Refer to Master Response 1 Regarding support for a below-grade alignment along Crenshaw
Boulevard.

Response to comment 42-30B.

Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred alternative.
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Comment 42-31. Alan Havens.
Response to comment 42-31A.
Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of

the planning process. Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred
alternative.
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Comment 42-32. Matthew Hetz.

Response to comment 42-32A.

Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of
the planning process. Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred
alternative.

Response to comment 42-32B.

Please refer to Master Response 2 regarding comments pertaining to the effects of potential Maintenance
Facility Site B or D.
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Comment 42-33. Cora Chong.
Response to comment 42-33A.
Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of

the planning process. Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred
alternative.
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Comment 42-34. Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas.

Response to comment 42-34A.

Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred alternative.
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Comment 42-35. Hugh Brockington.
Response to comment 42-35A.
Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of

the planning process. Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred
alternative.
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CREWSHAY TRAWSIT CORRIDOR
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

ORAFT ENVIROMMENTAL REPJIRT

PUBLIC HEARING
TRAMSFICURATION CTHURCH HALL
251% WEST MARTIN LUTHER WING IR, BOULEVARD
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNWIA
OLTCEER &, 2009

FILE MO. PFOB7ES

REPORTED: BY DEBRA L. PRESUTTI

Ms. Resoves: Well, gopd ewening, and thank you for
coming te the public hearing for tha opraft Envirgnpental
Inpact statement/oraft Environmental IMpact Report.

My name 1% Roxi Reaves, I'm with The Les sndrews
Group, and I'17 be Facilitating this evening.

I hope yeu've a1l had a chance to walk around the
room and ook at the beards and have your questions
answered by project staff., If you haven't, the project

team will stay after the public comment portion so you'll

Fage 1
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have that opportunity Then.

when you came in tonight, you were given a few
different handouts. ¥ou ware given a conment form, fact
sheet, and speaker card, The comment form provides you
with inforpation on how To submit your comments in
mriting., and the fact sheer gives you information on the
alternatives that are erder consideration,

The format tonight will begin with a brief
presentation by our Preject Manager Rederick Ciaz.

and, if you would Tike to speak this avening, you
need to canplete one of the blue speoaker cards and then
turn it in to our registration tabla or one of the othar
staff menbers this evening.

This s yaur forum sa Tthe next hour is 501&1:(
devoted to your comnents. &nd as such, project staff

won'tT interrupt during the hearing Te make comments or

clarifications. If you have additional questions that are
not answared, again, you will have a chance te speak with
Roderick and other tasn membard At the and of the mesting.
and, if yau 3td11 nead additianal time after your two
minutas are up, you're welcome to submit a comment in
writing.

Just te remind you, the deadline for public
comment 1% Monday october 26th at 5:00 p.a.

and at this time I'd Tike To recegnize sonme
electeds and their representatives That are here with us
this evening. we have Cowcilmenber Bermard Parks. 'we
2150 have Dennis Rodriguez from Councilmenber Farks's
office, Farnando Ranirez from Suparvisor Mark
Ridiey-Themas's office, And we have Masa Alkire here from
the clty of E1 segurde. we have pan rosenfeld from
supervisar Mark Ridlay-Thomas™s office, and vincent Harris
also from the supervisor's office.

Thank yeu all fer coming this ewvening.

we alse hawe several cosmuity erpganizations with
us, and we'd Tike o exvend cur appreciation te them as

well, we have mamhers of the Enpowsrment Congrass Eest
Page Z
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ares Meighborbood Development Council. we have Park Mesa
Heights Conmunfity Council, Healthy african american
Families, Bus Ridars union, the Leimert Park Business
Inprovement District, citizen's Cealition for a safe

commnity, United Homecwners Association, Cherrywood 87eck
Club, Los Arngeles Neijghborhood Initiative, mMeClung Drive
Block Club, Transfiguration Church, and Save Leimert.

If T hava missed anyone, T apologize.

At this Time I'd T1ke o twrn 1T over te
roderick, wha will take us through sur presentation.

M. DaE: okay.

&5 Roxi said, my name is Redarick Diaz. Some of
you have seen me before., For those of you whe are new,
thank you for coming owt and catching up to the project.
we welcome you all this ewening.

The past teo years hawe bean a significant
process Tor us, analyzing selutions of how o make
investments in this corrider that make sense and Tmprove
transit azcessdibility in 4 north-south fashion, centered
around Crenshaw Bouleward.

we hawe started -- we'we peen 1n the middle of
mhat's called an envirormental review process, where we'we
been analyzing alvernatives. and the culmination is in
the rapert that wa'we just published, and you see hard
copies of that repert eover there on the tables. You
should have received either in the mail or when you sigmed
in today a co of that report.

and so that report is basically the major
milestone that wa have hara to mark the fact that we are

4

about te make a decisien related To the project
and what that repert 15 called 45 a Graft
environmental Impact Statement/Drafr Environmental Impact

Report, It has two names because it satisfies
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regqulremants both at the federal and the stave Tewel.

and o what we have here is the reporc az
published as of Septenber 1llth. and we have a 45-day
comnent perfod, and that comment period 15 open to
nenbers of the public as well as To public apencies and
ather entities for you To make & comment about the
altematives contained therein, how they are analyzed, and
any fdeas you have related ©o how the alternatives compare
to one angther and what features you'd Tike to see
incorporated or changed about the project.

and the report is availabla at all local public
Tibraries for reviaes, ard it's alse at available at
wwn. meTro. net/crenshas.  and that's also a gosd
informarion rescures i7 you want ather informacien about
the project.

S0 next 51ide, please,

Essentially, The report aralyzes four different
alrernatives. and the first teo alternatives represent
the Towar-cost alternatives:; wWhat would we do if we did
nothing in the corridor and what would we do if we did a
Tow=cost investmant inprovemant o bus service.  and so

5

those twe alternatives are called the Mo-Bulld, and tThe
second one 15 called the Transportation SysTem Managensnt
aAlternarive.

why we compare the other altarnatives to these
two alternatives 15 we have to make sure that whatever
investment we make 95 an improvement over doimg nothing
and is an improvement ower doing something that s
potentially lower in cost. 5o thosa are the two
alternatives that are evaluated in the report.

Then me get to the two other alternatives. and
thode twa alternatives are called the build aleernarives.
and so what would we do iF we build something, if we nade
an inyestment? and there are two aluernatives: dne
called the Bus fapid Transit Alternative, BRT; and, one
called the Light mail Transit aAltermative, LAT.

50 roughly they follow the same general alignment
Fage 4
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betwesan the Harber Subdiv -- the Green Lime, and cCrenshaw
Boulevard along the Harbor Subdivision there. Eo I'm
going te go over these twe altermatives im a 1ttle bitc
more detail.

Hext slide, please.

S50 the first altermnative is the Bus Rapid Transit
Alternative, Starting from the south we start hare at the
Green Lina and then we move north e a locatien at

aviation and Century. Many of you know theére's &

Travelodge there and, wnfortunately, an adult business
there, and 4 Carl's Jr. That §2 4 porential site For 4
connection that cennects e what's called the People
Hover, where the airport will make connections Toe get inmo
the alrport Terminals,

and then we follow the railrcad right-of-way
called tha Harbor Subdivision that Metro purchased back in
the early 90's, and that right-of-way serves downtown
Inglewssd and then approaches Crenshaw here at the Park
Meia neighborhood of L.oA., and then, when it reachas
Cremshaw, it goes north along Crenshaw Boulevard throwgh
Leimert Park ¥illage, stopping several times and
comecTing here with the Expo Line. and then 1T continues
north Te a connection AT the Purple Line &t
®Wilshira/Western

How aleng Crenshaw Boulevard betwesn the Harksr
Subdivisien and the Expo Line, the BRT aAlternative is
planned to operate, is proposed to operate, in what are
called exclusive bus lamnes; Tanes that are reserved just
for busas and in some cases right-tuming wehiclas to go
north. MHerth of the Expe Line, crenshaw starts o pget
really narrom, especially as you appreach the 10 and you
ga toward wilshire Boulevard, and it's not as aasy to
devota street space for bus Tanes. Se in this sectien
there are no bus lanes and the buses will have To travel

T
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in the midst of traffic.

Some of you joined us on soma tours of the Orange
Lime, and that is similar To what may go on here as
proposed at the Harbor Subdivision,

Now, That alternative costs roughly bemween £500-
and 00 million.

Then the next alternative is called tha LRT
alternative, and this enphasizes rail service basically,
aAnd so tha rail alternative roughly fallows the same
alignment, starting at the Sreen Line., continuing along
the Harbor Subdivision through downtown Inglewosod and than
coming narth, serving Lelmert Park village, and then
stopping here ar the Exposition Line.

Mom, it's important to note that it does stop
here at the Expesition Lime because going north would
incur a significant expense that 1s mot covered by the
project budget.

It also connects here in the south end to the
Grean Lina so that you can conceivabhly ride the servica
sonewhere along the 1inme and continue toward the south in
E1l segunde and toward Redonde peach. Tomard the narth we
leave opan the possibility For a Future extension toward
Wilshire BEoulevard.

The base cost of this alternative 1s about

1.3 bi171on, 51300 million. and so that's a rough

conparison of how the teoe alternatives compare.

Mow, a lot of you have talked to us over the past
two yaars, pointing out environnental considerations that
you want us te consider, and we'we done aur own
envirenmental analysis as wall.

and g6 Eha LRT alrerpnative hat associaved with e
design options. and all of these design options are alsa
reviewed 1n the centext of that environmental revies
reporT.

so me have six design eptions. The first one

would -- actually, Tet me go back a Tittle bit. Let ma
Fage &
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explain also.

The LAT alternative pazses by the south rurmays
of The airport in a trench wnderground, IT passes over
century Boulevard 1n an elevated fashion, over La Brea and
domntown Inglemosd in an elevated fashion, amd over
batwean 60th and &7th streets or roughly betwsan G0th and
wictoria Avenuve in an elevated configuration, In Leimart
Park village it has an wdarground cenfiguration betwean
ddth and 39tk streats to pass badsically m A subway
underground configuration thraugh the heart of Lainert
Park village.

50 Those are what are called grade separations or
elevared or below-grade sections. and a1l of those are
docunented in the pland of the report. Dkay. 5o there

8

are grade separations incorporated into the LAT
Alternative,

Mom, as I said, we did soma additional analysis
to fdentify what other design opriens and what other
environmantal Smpacts we nead to respond to. In arder to
hawve that respomse to those enwircnmental impacts properly
analyzed, we included these design eptions and they
basically are -- 1'11 describe the six design eptions.

The first design cption would move a station near
Century, closer to Cantury, to make the conmectian to tha
Pecple Mover to the airpert a Tittle bit better with a
shorter walk,

The second design option invelves a grade
separatian at Manchester avenue, Manchester Boulevard,
basically, because there's a lot of traffic coming of f the
405 and there's potentially a lot of confiicts there.

The third design cption invelves a grade
daparation at Centinala with basically an underpassi right
in frent of 5t., Jehn chrysestom church there,

The fourth design cption takes what 1s proposed
as an elevated configuratien betmsen G0Th and &0 -- and

the Harbor subdivision and places that e@levated line
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undergrodnd.  So between BOrh and the Harbor Subdivision,

Desdign Option 4 would place that underground.
The fifth desipgn option there iz in Leimert Park
]

willage. Thers would be a station right at King possibly
with an entrance at Stocker. But the fifth design optien
would place a station abowt .4 miles from that other
atation &t King to add 4 station near Varnon avenda.

and then the sixth desipn option inwolved:

Rather than coming up to grade to mest the Exposition Line
at 38ch street would involve continuing umderground to
join the Expo Line underground.  sSe, racher than hawving an
at-grade connection, you have an underground connection
where there'd be a Tevel change and people would climb a
set of stairs or elevators ©e get e the Expo Line
station.

50, importantly, wa have included those desion
optiens into the envirormental amalysis. and thay respond
to specific envirenmental concerns and impacts that we
faes. we've incorparated desipn eprions te respond to
specific anvironmental impacts.

and you see the cost thers. Roughly beteesn 11-
and £238 mill{on. Some of the more expansive design
oprions invelve those with additional underground
srations.

Now, Tet's see, We have potantial maintenance
facilities sites. So trains or buses have To go semeplage
to be repaired, cleansd. There 15 ome site here in The
city of E1 Segundo between twa railroad tracks northeast

11

af the carner of Resacrand and Sepulveda. And then we
have one site here near the neighborhoad of westchester
just west of the 405 Freeway here in this half-arrom
shaped plece of land. %o those are also subjects of the
ervi ronmental document.

Mext slida, pleasa.
Page &
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T S50 when our board makes a decision, they consider
B how these alterfnatives: conpare with respgect to sach other.
4 50 I provided a simple comparison for you today: Travel
1 time, ridership, capital cest, and dollars generated.
11  certainly. there are more factors that compare.
1 Mow, whan we compara apples to apples. Tet's say
11 on the same secticn, both of the alternatives save travel
14 time with respect to an eguivalent Metre Rapid bus. 5o we
15 have the BRT alternative which operates between the Gresn
14 Line and the Expo Line in Tess than 30 minutes, 28 to 30
1 minutes. And tha LRT alternatiwve at about 20 minutes, Sa
18 the L&T Alternative does save a Tittle bit more in travel
19 Time.
20 The BRT altermative doed exvtend to wilshire
£l Bovlevard and that adds ansther about 11 minutas to the
22 travel Time To get up To wWilshire,
Z3 in terms of ridership between the Green Line and
4 the Exposition Line, the BRT Alternative is in the Tow
25 10's, 10,000 ridars; the LRT Alternative is a bit highar.

12

1 The BRT Alternative, though, is abla to reach Wilshire

2 Boulevard and attract more riders that way,

3 capital cost. vou see the comparison. and I

4  talked about that before.

5 and then we have number of jobs generated. and
& that's also decumanted im the repert,

T Mow, the report dgecuments a lot of different

5 types of environmental impacts. They're all of these

located here. & Tot of you hawe browght wp in past
1 nmeetings concerns about moise and vibrations, wisual
11  impact, impacts o businesses, impacts related te
12  eonstruction) So those ape all documented in the report
13 and diselased.
14 Hext slide, pleasa.
15 50 we have a commentT peried, and this is
16 essentially where we are. we have public hearings here.

17 This is the last of the four public hearings.

Fage 9
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we have -- you can send the comnment Torms you

received today, either give it to & staff sember before
you lTeave or you can e-mail then to me at Metro. That's
ny address there, and that's the address Tisted on the
back of the comment form. You can alse e-pail them to me.
and you can also, T you'd rather speak To somscne amd
have than record your commant, you can call the project
hotline. The comments do need to b8 received by

13

Octobar 26th 2004,

And next s14de.

Mow, wmivere do we go from here? a11 of the
comnents of the public hearings contribute to what's
called a selection of the lecally preferred aluernative,
and that 15 a twe-phase precess where a conmitoes of our
board and then the whole board consider the decision,
which alternative to mowve forward with. And that is
December 10th 20049, the final board meeting.

after that is selected =-- whather it's the light
rafl, bus rapid transit, or do nothing -- we maove forward
with furthar environnental analysis of a project, the
project selected. And then we opan for servica in 2018,

S0 here wa then po To our comment period. I
think 1t°s & histeric day now. and a Tet of you may
renenber thAt time when strestcars used te run along
crenshaw Gowlevard, come down King and Leipert Boulevard
and then come down Crenshaw when the yelloew cars used to
run in the center of the street. and this is a chance o
basically bring that type of service back to these
cammmitias here.

and so this is then your chance to talk about the
alternatives that are on the table. and so, hopefully, 1F
you want ea speak, you Fillad out a comment form. And &
court reparter, this lovely Tady up heare, she's trained ®a

14

Tisten ta every word you say and type it so that t's in a
Fage 10
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transeripe for our purposes.

50, Roxi, I believe -- did you have someone --

Ms. Reeves: I'd Tike to acknowledge one ather person
with us this evening. We have James Westhrook from The
office of sempator Curren Price.

and now I would Tike to introduce Suparvisor Marc
Ridley-Thomas,

suparvisor Ridley=Thomas: Thank you very much, And
paod evening to avaryone. I'm delighted that you are
hare.

T want to say from the very beginning that the
way in which this community displays 1ts stremgth, fts
purpose, its intention for the best that can be delfvered
by the metropolitan Transportation auvthority and any othear
governmant entity is te show up in ferce Tike vou' re doing
tonight.

S0 L think you should begin by giving yourselves
2 big round of applause.

May T say the following: That for us the real
significant point of presence is on December the 10th at
the MTA Beard meating. Let me say That again: Decenbaer
the 10th at the MTA Board meating. That is when the board
will make the deternination az to what it will orf will not

da.
15

Mow, I <an tell yea, your prasence will make a
difference.

It s my hope and beyond that it is my
expectation that wa will be thers in force to essentially
deponstrate that wa expect the best of what this agency
can afferd this comnmunity with respect te the
crenshaw-south Bay Lime. and that means Tight rail as an
alternative For the conmunity rather than any ather
alternative, Because the best that can be afforded any
particular community from a regional perspective at this
point in Time 45 VTight rall. and we will push for as much
of it as is humanly possibkle to be underground.
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13 Now, any explanations rthat hawve been offerad that

14 ultimately suggest that we can't do it, the medsage that

15 we owght to be intent on delivering is the following:

165  Emcuses don' € count. Excuses don't count,

17 we're all adults, and we all understand that we

18 hawe To be govermed by the resources at our disposal,

149 right? Sonme of us want to do a range of things, but, in

o fact, we have to Tower those expectations when we begin to

21 cownt the nickels and dimes and dollars and the 1ike,

I I want to say this: Al1T of us are prepared to ba

23 reasonabla. Don't start skimping and saying what can't

L happen whan it comas to the rail that goes through the

25 commmities in which we Mwa. If anybody -- we'wve had

15

1 enough of that., and 4f it's good ensugh for ether

2 comminities te have Tight rall as an alterpative, well,

k| it's good enovgh for it to ba din tha Cranshaw-South Bay

4  corridor. And that's what wa have To argue for. We have
5 toargus for that by being present in substantial numbers
& How many af you have been dewn to the MTa for any
ol pubTic maestings?

8 well, Tat nme just say this: It would ba ny view

4  that 1f all of us were there to The extant tThat the

10 escalaters were Janned, 1T wouldn'T hurt ay Tealings. You

1L understand my paint? In other mords,

12 present te conmunicate this point,

17 reductien of traffic congestion,

14 alternative? The issue 1s pretiy clear.

wal have o be

13 Now, why iz Tight rail an appropriate

More efficient.

15 More time certain. More with respect to the vltimate

14 issue of economic developmant, air quality;, as wall as the

18 BUT Tet me say something about the aconanic

36.A 19 developmant aspecr of it. Jebs. Buses, you ger 3800

x4 in troubla,

CRENSHAW/LAX TRANSIT CORRIDOR PROJECT

0 jobs, 3500 jobs, correction. Light rail, 70O, HNow,
21 don't talk to me about the new math, just give me the
22 simple math. Ewerywhere you go, TBOD Jebs beats 3500 jobs

23 any day of the week. Particularly im an economy that 1s
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This §3 the Jargest public woerks project that
17

w111 see this community for the balance of the days tThat
any of us will Tiva; in sxcass of §1.5 billion. and this
community s overdue,

This preject was talked about over 25 vears ago.
when Julian Dixon was in Congresd, when Diane wWatson was
in the State Senate, when Tom Bradlay was the mayor. Do
you hear what I'm saying? &nd they ware talking about it
starting at crenshaw and wilshire. and 9t was mostily
thetr vision that sought To make this happen.

well, now me're going to turm that vision fnto &
reality, and we'ra going T2 cause it o go straight o the
south Bay with the suppert of the Metropolitan Transit
authority there, And then we're going to cause it o,
hopefully, make its way to the airport as would be
appropriate, And so there are many, many reasons for us
to be supportive of this,

I am unapalepetically suppsrtive for this effore
ta take place. It can happen. It will happen if we
organize aurselves and make the case as 45 evolving., GSo
make sure that yeu are in place and don’'t come alone;
bring semebody with you.

and there's g lot of discussion about the
significance of Martin Luthar King Hespital in terns of
how impertant it is to the broader community, and Jet ma
just simply say Te you that 15 a very significant project.

15

It 15 my highest priority. Burt I want te guancify it fer
oL,

Thiz prajact is thresa to four times mare in berms
of econonic investment., Oid you get that? I said three
to four tines more. So let's put it all in perspective
and deal with this issue in a way that is ours wo deal,
lang ovar due,

Page 13
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I'nm pleased to be able to represent you and argue

For the case that it"2 time for us %o get the quality
transportation corridor in the comnunity by which we are
impacted. aAnd, 1F you stand up, we can get 1T done,

Thank you wery muech.

M5. Reewes! Thank you., Supervisar.

I would Tike to fntroduce Councilmembar Bernard
Parks.

Counciimemper Bernard Parks: Good evening. Let me
say thank you all far being here. and I want to thank
those of the staff for reaching out to the community over
the Tast couple of years, &nd I think the Tast count we
had was something 1ike B0 different arganizations have
been rouched by this information.

I wmas 4 menber of the WTa Board & while back and
mas very pleased Te be a part of Measure R, te bring this
51.5 bi171on To the commundty becauvse, having grosn up in
Los angeles, 1t gives ws the first epportunity wo really

19

develap a netaork af rafl which many of us grew up riding
in the Eimes in the past.

when we can envision that this rail systen, First
of all, en Exposition Boulevard 1T takes ws all the way wo
the beach, conmects To the crenshaw Line where 1T can take
us To the airport. IL can Connect us te The Gresn Line
that can take us back to the east and conmect us to the
Blue Line that takes us either to Long Geach or downTown
to Unilon Station. AT the same time with the med Line
gaing down wWilshire Bouleward and eventually the Subway ta
the Sea. you begin to see a neteork of rail systens that
can sarvice this conmunity where you actually can get
sonewhers in g timely fashien, creave & elean environment,
arnd it's pot cost prahibiTive.

what T hope, as we mave Forward on this Tine and
others, is that we will entice pesple who have sptions te
ride the rall and bus systems. currently, tThe large
percentage of people that are on buses tend To be those

who hava no choices and that's their enly form of
Fage 14
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transportation. I believe, as me create this netwmark aof
buses and rail, we now have an opportunity to entice
people To come and park aleng the rail system, not pay
enornous parking desntown, be able Te ride The system To
mhere they can get to work and play without having te take
their car everywhara.

0

The neighbarhoods you 1dive in, iF it's anything
1ike tha one T Tive in, people leava in thres or four cars
every merning and three or four cars come back. and then
me wonder why crenshas bowlevard, slauson, the freemays
and a11 those other aread are blocked with Traffic.

certainly, I'n Tesking ferward in The sense of
this rail system becoming a reality.

what's important for us to realize it's going o
hawve some limitations. TIt's not going to give everybody
what thay want, It's not going to ba something for which
there will be wlimited funds., $1.5% million sounds Tike a
lot of money unti] you start spemding it. So chese are
things that over the next decade or so we're gaing to be
able to see how these Fumds are going to be spent and how
they spend well for the benefit of the comnunity.

The one thing I think is so {mgortant 1s how tThe
EIR has been put wegether for the community. Fersonally,
I hava sean where the staff has actwally given multipla
options se that they can be vetted during the
envirenmental precess; so that you, as you go through i,
can sae what their 9ntent is, what the gptions are =o, if
there is a decision made at a Tater time to add a station
somewhere, you don't have to stop the process for teo
years, 9o back out for an envirormental impact o
determine if thers should be an underground station at

11

Leimert Park or another facility.

These ara things that are impartant for us to
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know:  That these eprtions as they are laid outr also cost

nore money tham the 31.2 billion, L.5 billion. So these
are things that we have to realize. It's not unlinited;
it's a finite amount of money. And s¢ that means that we
211 need To be in a positien to make sure the money 1s
spent praperly and spent in a way in which we all will gec
the biggest bang For our buck,

But, again, the real issue is for us To have a
Time that's finished, that's complete; that cempletes the
ratwork ta the airpart and gives uws all anm oppartunity ta
mave safely through our community.

&t today's City Council I moved for a motion to
make sure that the city takes a rightful and active role
in alsa responding to this enviromnental fppacc.  So we
mill have our Flanning Department, our Transportation
Department, our CRA and others coming Together so that
they will hawe a ity report that will be put in the file
befere the October 26Th date.

The ore thing I'd racommend to all of you s
that, although you may ke here and want to speak on the
mike, please do net ignore the Jmportance of Fi174ng out a
card and putrting in your guestion. Bacause when you put
yaur quastion fn the system, it's mandatory that it's

22

responded o, vou can ofDen come To thede mestings and
speak on the micrephone, and you might get a response
back., But there's no guarantes or mandate That your
question verbally 1s going Te be responded To in a formal
narner.

S0 make sure that whatever you think or that you
believe is important, fi11 gut that card. Alse you have,
even afrer this meeting, going enline. ¥ou have until the
I6th to put in whatever commeant you balieve i3 impartant.
and it's mandatory that those comments will be responded
ta.

50, 1f you're interasted, we have the actual
notion that ment in today. It's on the back table. vou

get an idea of some of the issues that are of mest concern
Fage 16
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ta the &th District. and we hope that as the force
departments within the City put forth a report that they
i1l alse pull tegether the information so That the City
w111 be on record as to what it believes should be the
important issues and priorities as we build this Time,

S50 thank you for coming out, we look forward to
not enly being at the grownd breaking -- often this
commm ity in Tegislating we hawe more ground breaking than
ribbon cuttings. we mant to be at the ground breaking and
the ribban cutting to make sure we a1l benefit from the
expenditure of thase funds.

23

Thank you

Mr. Daz: Gefore I hand 4t back to Roxi, I want To
make sure as we enter the comment period, we will take as
nuch time as necessary to accomnodate everyons who wants
to make @ comment tonight., EBuwt T think what would be
really helpful alse is that, if you make your comment as
specifie as possible, efther im wreitoen o in spoken form,
w2 have ta be spacific in ocur resporisa. And o what could
halp us, if you like something, iF you don't Tike
something, if you want to talk about any of these four
alternatives, they're all epen for comment. But please do
feel fres o nake your comment as specific as possible.

S50 I'1) give it to Roxi, 5ha's going to be
walking through a1l the commant cards that she's received
so far, If you have a desire to make a conment, please
hand it to one of our staff, &nd we'll get it to her so
you can speak.

Thank you.

Ms. Reewes! S0 me'll start our public comments now.
Each speaker will be given two ninuces we make hizs or her
camnent. There will be & £lock on the screen For your
referance

Your commants are baing recorded this evening by
& court reporter. So please be sure To start by stating
your nama, speaking clearly and into the microphane so
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24

that the court reperter Can accurately transcribe your
COMNEnTs.

our first speaker this evening i3 Damien Goodnon
followed by Gregory Freeman.

Camian Goodmon:  Good evening, My nanme is Damien
Goodnon, and I'm the ceordinator of the citizens® campaign
ta Fix tha Expo Rail Line.

I wmant to begin by commending you for including
options an this line that we're building, underground
options. which we need more of.

our comcern as an arganization, a5 save Leimert
and some of the other organizations, pertains to the
absence of an wdaergrosnd eption betwsen 48th and 58%th
where there's only an at-grade optien and nothing else.
I've been to these neetings over these past few years, and
it's astonishing to me that you hawe any option for at
grade bacause people have continually said keap it
undergreund on Cranshaw.

Mewi, what you hawe not told us i3 thae everything
narth of the 10 Fresway on thizs Tine has to ba
underground. So I'n going to tell you, F everything
north of the 10 Freeway has To be underground, so should
everytning south of the 10 Freesdy.

we are sick and rtired in South oA, of being teld
that we should accept Tess than, IF this Tine has to be

25

underground in wWilshire's Park Mile, it needs to be
undergreund in Creanshaw's Park Mesa. If it has to be
undergreund in wilshire's Hanceck Park, Tt needs te be
underground in Leimart Park.

snd give us a station at Laimert Park village.
penying wus a statien at Leimert Park ¥illage would be Tike
building the Washingtom Metre and net putting a station on
U streer. or building the Mew vork ity subway and not

putting a station at 12% straet. You have the money. Wa
Page 15
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10 are a1l paying taxes for the & to o Billion. we'ra
1l talking about 1.3 bi17lion here. But & to % billion
12 dollars on the wilshire subway,
13 bon't walk to me about money. Tell me why my
14 commmity should hawe children walk across those tracks
15 where Crenshaw High School 95 in view Park (inaudible)
16 when thosa children on Witshire will not,
17 we are not second-class citizens just because we
18 Tive in the second supervisarial diserict.  we pay takes.
19 we want an equitable Tine to that mderground Tine. and
X Af you do that, we will sepport you. We're going to be at
21 that MTA Board meeting demanding the same thing!
22 underground an Crenshaw,
13 Thank you.
24 Ms. Reeves: Following Gregory we have Barbara
25 Lotthalland.

i 28

n
1 Gragery Freaman: Wi, my name i5 Greg Freaman, ard I'm
2 & mesmber of the Bus Riders union. and alse I use public
3 transit, and I'm a 1ife-leng resident of South LA,
4 and I'm hare today to wvoice support for a system

ig.h 5 of bus-enly lanes on crenshaw Bowlevard amd velce
& oppesitien to the constructien of a 1ght rail.
7 we gre proud of the efforts of the MTa and
B supsrvisor Mark Ridley-Thomas to focus on the transit
#  needs of the pesple of South Los Angeles and at the same
1 time To bring jobs te The community.
i1 superyisor Ridley-Thomas says that he supports
12 T1ight rail on Crenshas becawse it will create more jobs
13 thanm a bus rapid transit project. aAbsolutely, South L.A.
14 nmeeds joeb. But constructien jebs e build 1Tight rall are
15 short-verm jobs that will be gone in a couple of years,
18 and we a11 know fron padt expariencs that guarantesing
17 these jebs will go to Tocal residents will be an uphill
3.8 18 battle.

1g The sry clean Alr and Econcalc Justice 2lan will
i ] creata thousands of jobs. Mot just shart-term
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construction jobs, but alse permanent unionized jobs Tor

MTA: Tike deivers, nechanics, maintenance morkars, and do
forth, most of whom as we know could be taken by peopla of
color, The kind of permament enployment -- this kind of
permanent employment 15 critical for econonic recowvery in
27

South L.A.  But just as critical 1s a first=class bus
aystem that gets thousands of Tow-incoma bus riders to
their jobs on time and as thousands of wnenployed bus
riders in South L.4. Took for and take jobs anywhers im
the county.

The proposed project on Crenshaw mould provice
Tittle help to people along Crenshaw and even less to
people en short lines Tike en Century and Imperial and
Slavson. It might even be an excuse for MTA to further
reduce cur regular bus service, including longer wafit
tings for thess short Tines.

Thank you.

Ms, Resvas: After Barbara wa have cClint Simmons

sarbara Lotehalland: Gooad evening. My name 2
Barbara Lattholland. I am & long residant of Los Angeles,
in particular the Cranshaw Corridor, as well as the
co-chatr of the Bus Riders Union, Teday I'm representing
ower 3,000 dues-paying mestiers of that union,

A5 & public transic user, I am hers TO SUPPOFT
bus-enly Tanes down wilshire of the Crenshaw Lorridor
which was not mentioned very much today.

Given the long history of the sub-standard bus
service in South Central L.&., the Bus Riders Union
applavds the MTa and Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas's
interast in transit in this community. Thank you very

B

much,
Homever, the more we learn about this project,
the more we beliave this plan, either the Tight rail or

the bus rapid transit currantly fermed, 95 really 971
Fage 20
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advised. Ever since the mTa began bBuilding rails in Lo
over 10 year:s ago, busz riders have had the short end of
the stick. Bil1lHens of dollars have been spent on rail
that provides very Tittle support for the Transit
dependent.

MTA's Tong-rage transit plan calls for 30 years
of fare increases, service cuts for bus riders. while it
plans te spend hundreds of millions of dollars. of our
tax-payar dollars, Ffor Tight rail and highways.

bz me Took at this plan, there's wvery T1ittle usa
far the people on the Crenshaw corridor. Those of us that
Tiwe and use this corridor, we're only using 1t from
Exposition to just beforé Florence. That 15 mot the
crenshaw Corrider.

also that's why the Bus Riders umion is
supperting and would Tike Te suppert the bus-enly lane
going down Crenshaw. wWe do not want ©o be standing at the
bus stop as the train is passing us by.

Thank you.

Ms. Reewes: Following C19nt we have Masa Alkire,
cline simmens: I think you could speed fe up §f you
i

call three at a time and have them 1ine up That way. That
might be berter.

My namg is Clint Simmons, and I'm with Expo
Commmnity United. And all we have to do is look at the
Expg Line to see how 1T has completely destroyed South
Central Los angeles. We do not have north-south crossings
as we should hawa. There are too many strests that have
closed. They have run right by two schools that are right
on The tracks; that's Foshay and Dorsey High school.  and
hew pould anyore who 99 sane support that type of rail
aystam?

and we have the same thing now on the Crenshaw
Lime. Wwe want Te start at grade and then go elevated or
go uvnder. If we're going To have a 1ine on the Crenshaw
area, wa want tha sane thing they hava an wWilshire.

Page 21
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Either put it underground or we don't need 1t at all; chat

i my opinion.

we hawve suffered too much From second-class or
third-class type rail systems. There 15 nmot encugh grade
separation. A1l you have To do now 15 Try To cross
crenshaw, Yernont, western, La Brea, some of those streets
north and south, Those are the ones that are opan. The
anes that are clesed we can’t get acress at all with the
Expa Line. Let's Tearn frem that.

we cannat raly on our politicians) this s

sonething we nust do surselves. and the only way we can
do it is by getting actively involwed as we are now. But
don't Tet this be the Tast time we be here, Let's go To
the MTA Beard sien they must vote and make These decisiens
S0 We Can Try To get something that we cam use.

we have too many schools within a half a nile of
this line where kids will be crossing. And T can assure
you kids will be playing chicken and things of that
nature.  Let's put Gt enderground.  IF we're going oo have
it, let's have rail, rail, rajl mderground.

Thank you.

Ms. Reeves: Thank you.

Falloming Wasa we have andrea canty and then alan
Hanenms .

Masa Alkire; Hi, I'm Masa Alkire fren tha City of E]
segunde’s Planning Department.

gne of the compements of this project 15 an
option far a maintenance Facility within the city of El
Segundo.  And it's a 4.8 acre site that's callad out im
the project, Tha City is concermed abowt having an
aecurate anvironmental review of this site.

The document fdentifies the area ag 4 4.4 acre
site; but, when you Took ak the appendices, the proposed
bus terminal facility er rail facility appears much larger
and covers a larger area. 5o the ity 1s concerned that

31
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this be accurately represented throughowt the document.
Becawse the assumptions that are made off of that are
going e affect what sort of traffic 1mpacts the facility
has and what sort of other impacts <n the E1 Ssgundo
commumity.

#ls0, thare are certain parts of the document
that aren't analyzed swch as additiesal intersections that
will be placed in E]1 segunda to service this faciliry. sa
we'd Tike to see a17 that stuff accurately reviewed.

Thank you.

Ms. Reewes: Thank you.

Andrea canty!  Good evening. My name 15 andrea canty,
ghd I'm & nember of the Bth District comnunity as well as
a nmenber of the Dorsey Alwmi Asseciation,

and I just want ©e first mention that I'm very
disappeinted in the WTA's decision with the Expe rail
project, especially as it passes Dorsey High School and
Foshay that thers is no grade separation on the plans.
That just goes w0 show that there is no deep concern for
the students and their safery, being a parent myself and a
LAUSD &mp]ayee.

&% Far as the Crenshas Line iz concermad, I would
Tike to see this 1ine go wderground along Crenshaw
sBoulevard in totality. sAnd 1°d Tke you to alse take inmo
considerarion that crenshaw Boulevard s home for this

n

comnmity, where we establish a Tot of cultural activities
and a Tot of family ewents, and this is home to ws.

For example, just coming wp in another week or so
i A Taste of Soul event. &nd That event poes From Rodeo
orive a1 the may dosn to King boulavard and, iF chere is
na train gofing with a grads separation, then that i1 going
to impede on our commundty festivities. And we don't want
our guality of 1ife diminished becavse of this rail
project when we know we have resources Tto create a safe

rail and a good rail and enhance ocur transit line with
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naintaining our quality of Tile.

additionally, we do the Martin Luther King parade
on Crenshaw Boulevard as well. and so these are sone
things that belong to vs as culture. We don't have a ot
of culture here as african Americans, but the 1ittle that
me do, we WANT To presérve. 5o, please, take that intoe
cansideration,

I'm all for this rail Tine down Crenshaw, but I
want 1T tetally grade separated; and, additiomally, to
mitigate the traffic flow as you Took at the traffic poing
east and westbound. And, if the train is at-grade, then
that will be impading as wall.

Thank you.

Ms. Reewes! Thank you.
Following Alan we have Linda Ricks and Julfet

#

Bayd-Gantan,

Is Alan 5317 here?

Alan HWavans: My name is Alan Havens.

sefare reriring I spent about 22 years at
(inapdibla) on transit projects. I'm strongly in favor of
a Crenshaw 1ight rail Tine.

I notice the station put at 48th Street could
pain access to Leimert Plaza cultural area. Some years
ago T suggested a branch which would run partly on Leimerc
an the surface and partly a tunnel ofF Expositien that was
to have a fast sherter Tink from Crenshas to usC and
domitown LA, Clnaudible) 1 airpert service, Howewer, I
believed then and still believe that the best route is
indeed narth past tha Crenshaw Plaza mall; that should
have prierity.

on the current plan I potice on the map &
pasdaible map going past mideosn center, TFollowing partly
san Wicente off La Brea up to the Purple Ling. A& Crenshaw
Line step at Expesition would allow a walking track and
naintenance 1ink we the &tue, Gold, and Expo Light ratl
system. aAn extension morth of that would alse provide the

walking 1ink to tha east-west subway systen.
Fage 24
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I would suggest inicially the Crenshaw Line up o
Exposition ought to have at least one of the, say, six to
eight Trains per directien per houwr go east on Expo To ¢o
34

toward downtown L.A, to provide that direct subway Tink
and other service would be able ©o serve these LRT and
aibway stations as noted pravious]y.
So that's about it
Ms. Resves; Thank you.
Linda ricks: I'm Linda rRicks with Park mesa Helghts
commun ity council and Friends of the Hyde Park Library.
My Comncert 14 the stavion AT west Boulevard and
Florenca, The station at west Boulevard and Flerence has
no connections Te any major bus Tines, and it's a station
that would be right there at the cemetery., I don't think
that would be a good place for a station. I don’t see its
use there. That is my concarn,
Ms. Reewes: Thank you.
Fallewing Julfer we have addie arbar and
catherine walker.
luliet Boyd-Benton: First of all, ny name 5 Juliek
Benton -- Boyd-Benton, and I am a resident in - I have
been a resident in this area for well over A0 years on
11th Awvenus, which 5 one block east of crenshaw. I 1iwve
acress tha street from Crenshaw High School betwean 48th
and 50th
Iam == first of all, let me say I'm not opposed
ta progresi. I'm very happy to see progress. I'm wery
happy to ses jobs and businesses in our community. We

15

desperataly nesd that. Howaver, I don"t want to fag fr at
the expanse of cur children, of their safety,

In the area between Leimert Park rumning down,
heading south on Crenshaw between Leimart Park and

Florenca, I canm sa«, I can anvisicn at least four schools.
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aufte pessibly there nay even be more than that. and that

takes us to the issue of the safery of our children. Jand,
yes, thay should all know how to cross the street and
follow the signs and all of those kinds of tThings, but
they're children: that's why we Take care of that, And
they don't always do what they' re supposed to do. And we
dan't want to sead thenm Tose their Tives or be mained or
injured as a result of it,

&nd, even though 1T is secondary, a very critical
idsue to thoze of us who Tive one block east of Crenshaw
i% to Tive behind the train tracks. Each of these -- tha
brochura that was sent to my hone and a1l the maps and the
information that I'we seen since I'we been here, only
indicate to me that in the area along Crenshaw directly
behind my home, the only alternative, the only option for
Tight rail is to have a train track above ground.

Mow, I've spoken To several people here who have
safd things te me about how this Increases property value
and hkow wonderful it is To communities that it's begn im.

But I'm having a very hard tine being convinced that

hawing a train track rumming behind my home that I won't
be able Te hear 1T and that this does anything for my
property values.

Thank you.

Ms. Reeves: Thank you.

Catherine Walker: Good afterncon. I'm {atherine
walker. I'm from Crenshaw High Scheel. I Tive right in
front of the school. My house is the drive with the tum
arourd for the children, and it's a shanme that we don't
have no transportation for the kids.

Traffic, red buses, yellow buses all day Teng.
Different shifts going different places. and I'm for all
the way wnderground Tike Wilshire and wWestern. And it
w111 help us to cut down all the night cruisimg.

we hawe so much and can't take care of the
property and puslic service and take care of the parking

dosmtown, If we had the right kind of action, we wouldn't
Fage 26

Metro

Page K-1690

August 2011



Metro

48 .4

49 . B

Final Environmental Impact Statement/Final Environment Impact Report

Appendix K — Responses to Comments Received

091006 FO9TES
have To go downoown and pay all thar parking and then come
back and may not Ffind your car. we need this for our
kids.,
I've been in This area since 1970; 40 years, And
I'we been come from the gosd to the bad.  And some gone
bad, but it's tima of us to straighten wp and fly right
and do something for owr kids, Because our day is gome,
but the children have to have somevwhere to Tive,
37

Thank yeou.

Ms. Reewes! Thank you.

Folloming Addie we hawe Jerard wright and Gary
Gless,

Addie Arbor: I'm Addie Arbor, and I Tive in the view
Park community. and I'wve always been so thrilled with
this Crenshaw area, and so I call it our Beverly Hills.
Say it again: T call the Crapnshaw area our Bavarly Hills.

I think it's a wondarful thing, and it's wvery
pgood that me're working on cransporcation in the mamner in
mhich we are. But I fesl that in order to presarve the
beauty of our community and Crenshaw Boulevard that the
Tight rail would serve by putting it directly underground.
and I made a special mete. You'we heard this before:

Like wilshire Bouleward.

Morth on Crenshaw, south on Cranshaw, a1l the
way, Underground. No Tight rail =-- if Tlight rail can't
be vnderground, then we have to go back to piding the bus.

we love our comnmnity.

Ms. Regves: Thank you.

larard wWright: worderful, I'm here to support the
Tight rall project as propesed. I would Tike ©e see it go
up to wilshire and eventually get up to Hellywsed because
then it will really serve 8 great, great need fnot anly for
this commpunity but for the region in general, EBecause you

3B
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can pet Tolks o get to the airport, visitors to Leimert

Park village and actually see what a wonderful connunity
Leimert Park is, and get up to mid-wilshire and see the
nusewms and go up T Hellywooed,

with that being sald, Superviser ridley-Thomas
nmade an astute point of we have this §1.5 billien for the
crenshaw Corridor and how to manage those furds and invest
those funds; the key word is "inwvest"

I'm Togking at the south end of the Tine right
where f£°s in that trench arsund the airport batwesn 10dth
and 111th. &nd I don't know what the cost estimate is on
that, It Tooks like it's pratty high bacause you have to
go pretoy nuch below grade to mitigave the ILS or the
Tandings for the airpert. wou don't want 747's crashing
on the airport and naking the evening nems a1l the time.

S0 is there any possible way or at Teast seeing a
cosT gprien for reducing the cost of that petential, of
that lecation, via, you knew, just putting sandy walls
along the right-of-way and elewating 104th Street so that
we Then have more funds to distribuTe on the northern part
of The cerrider so we can improwve it and provide those
nitigation: the comnunity has asked Far?

Just Find ways to loak at thosa additional
options and find any and everymhere wa possibly can to

nake the most of sur SL.5 b1174on that we have for

Crenshaw Corridor. Because, like the superviser said,
it's been a long Tine coming. IT's been in studies since
actually earlier than the &0's; it's been in studies since
the sarly late &0's. So the Crenshaw Corridor has a place
in this transportation history, and we'd Tike to see that
buflt and become Feality.
Thank yau wery mech.
Ms. Reaweés: Thank you.
Following Gary we have Dowg Barnett and Kevin
Fridlington.
Gary Gless: Helle there, I'm cary Gless fron

Citizgen's Coalitien for a Safe Commumity.
Fage 28
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I'm hers, basically, in support of the Tight
rail. But the Tight rail needs to be underground.
100 percent, The safety of the children, evervbody
comnuting across. should be number gne.

and I feel that it should get the same respect --
Leimert -- as ewary other community. And this connects
the twe. And as a resident of windsor Hi1ls, T don't want
to go ahead and have te say the community next ©o me is
parting & raw deal. I think all the comnunities, no
natter wha they are and where they are located. all should
get the sane respact and the transportation that they
deserve.

Thank you.

40

Ms. Reeves: Thank you.
Doug Barnett: MWy grandfather came hers in 1880. T've
Tived in South Cantral for 20 years.

when tha Red Line opened in 198%, rail deaths in
anerica doubled. Iv deusled because iv elogged up every
EALE-WeLSE Artery batwesn wWestern aAveanus and Long Beach.
¥ou're gaing to see the same thing with the Red Line.

Ten years ago I wentT to hearings and I said grade
separation. We didn't pet it. dnd we're going o kil
people.

we've doublad our taxes in the Jast 10 years in
the secend Supervisorial District because a 1ot of houses
that peeple have owned for most of their Tifetimes have
ralled over in the last five years. There's no reason why
we don't have tha money im the Second District to pay for
real transportation.

I ride That subway Two of Three Times a meek,
maybe Tive or iy vimed a wesk spmetimes. Oy strange
circumstance, I can use both ands of that Red Line. very
few people can, and it's very important that these kinds
of systens come into this millennium. We're nowhere near
this mi1lenniun,

Steel whaals ard stael rails came on Tine in
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anerica in 183d. and we're still Tiwving with that crap.

we nesd it underground at Teast.
41

Ler the Jlapanese build 1.
Ms. Resves: Thank you.

Following Kewin wa have Steve Bagby and Alisia
Fajimimi.

Kevin Fridlington: Goad evening. Kevin Fridlington.
I have two separate conments.

First is I an a manber of tha HNeighborhood
councll of the Empomerment Congress west area; that 1s
culwer City to arlington, roughly lefferson To Vernon.

and I'm al2o chair of the Flanning, Land use, and
peautification Committee, speaking fer that group., Qur
group veted last night at cur meeting. Looking at all of
the options that were lald out, the baseline, the
underground options, we mada it wery simple: #Fut it
underground, That was the vote of the Land Use Conmittes
of The Neighborhosd Council Empowerment Congress West,

Put the Tine undergraund. That's direceion that I mas
given to give you.

we'll ba taking that recommendation alsa to our
board, and they'1l discuss 1t at Thelr next mesting.

speaking as an individual. I°m & resident of
Lefmert Park. I'm & mesber of sSave Leimert. and I have a
friend who was a planner with the City of Los Angeles onoe
and was talking about this, and the conment made to me was
public hearings are so hard and embarrassing for staff

42

becawse they really know what they're going to do before
the public hedring, and it really doesn't matoer what's
said. I hope that's not the case. T really, really hops
that that's not the case, and you're Tistening To what's
being said here Tenight.

I have bean To the scoping meetings at

Transfiguration., I'm serry, the scoping meetings at
Fage 30
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auduben, the alignment seetings here av Transfigurarion.
I have Tistened, sat and Tistened, To 217 that
conversation, and I would say 95 percent or higher of the
COMMENTs Sugpgest or state that this community wants 1ight
rafl placed underground.

But the options that we wers presented doesn't --
it gives us the reflection, but mot -- 50 please, Tight
rail umderground

Thank yau.

Ms. Reeves: Thank you.

Stava Baghy, Sr.: &Good evening my name is Steve
papgby, sr. I'm a former deputy coordinater of
transportation and housing for the Tate Congresswoman
Juanita Willender-pepanald, and I'm an active manbeas of
Dorsey High ATumi Associatien and the Coalition to Fix
the Expz Line,

For the gentleman who spoke earlier from windsor
Hi1ls, who said he would hate to see any of the bordering

43

camnimitias get & raw deal, the Exps Line 92 & case in
paint that that's already in place. I think it's
uncensclonable that La Brea, La €lenega. Robertson, and
awerland would have overpasses; but €renshaw, wWestern and
vermonT would not.

when we talk about aquity, mingrities are
consumers extracrdinaire,  and a half a cent sales tax as
of July 1st goes For Measure K money., Minority
comnmities are not getting an eguitable returm an their
tax dollars.

when you talk about the Subway to the Sea going
frem Fairfax and wilshire o Santa menica by way of ucLa
canplenaly underground, and you can't safeguard tha
atudents at Foshay Middle schaol ar Darsey High or dn thisz
case {renshaw, semething is amiss,

I'm a shear advecate for public transportation,
r'we seen rail lines mitigaved in the citles of Compron
and Lynwaad through the Alameda Corridor being cut and
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13 covered or Treénched. It just doesn't hawe o be subway,

0 per de. But below grade §s the way ©o go.  and there
Il should be eguity within Central Los angeles commensurate

22 to what's being proposed for west L.A.

23 Ms. Reeves: Thank you.
24 Following Ali5ia 1 hawe Charles srister.
5 and that's the Tast speaker card that I hawe., 5o
44
]
1 if there"s anyone else that would Tike to nake a camment,
2 pleasa grab a spaaker card from Rechallae or Staphanie, and
3 they'11 bring it up To me,
4 alisia Fajinimi: Wi, my name 75 Alisia Fajinismli. I'm
5 from Dics International Missionary Church. I'm a youth
% directer and a community Maison efficer,
7 I would T1ke tTo support The Light-rall Transitc
& Alternative., I balieve that we should have something at
54 .4 9 a1l than nothing. I belisve that once we start from
10 somewhere, Jater on things could expand. S0 Tet's all
11 support this project, and later on things can get bettar.
12 I wWeEnT Bo Crenshaw High scheal: T graduared from
13 crenshaw High Scheal. Wew I have a Bachelor's in
14 psychology. T undarstand feeling safe and all of that.
15 And it's important for the cemmunity to feel safe. %o
16 let's support this Tight-rail transit. and Taver on Things
17  can per barrer.
148 Thank you
18 Ms. Reeves: Thank you.
20 charles drister: Geod evening, my name 15 Charles
Il Brister from L-800 UNITE Us.
2 tne thing that concarns me about the construection
i1 I'we sean thus far on the Metro and othar gowvernment
24 projects 15 the scarceity of african-american workers. and
25 alds contractd; vary, very Ffaw go bo african americans.
45
55.40
L we've got these projects right in our community.
2 There's a ot of people Tooking fer work. And what I'd
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3 Tike vo knom is what will be done to ensure that me're

4 properly represented on these contracts and jobs?

5 Thank you

] Ms. Reeves: Thank you.

7 Is there anyone else that would Tike to make a

] wartal comnent? That was my last speakar card.

; Tony L, Clarke, sr.: My name is Tony Clark, 5r,, and

10 I just want to make this short and simple.

11 The Tight rail i3 che right thing to do, but

12 you'we got to do the thing right., Okay? It's nat about
=YY 1% just doing the right thing, it's about doing the right
L thing right. and the right way 15 Te put it vndergrowd.
15 M5. Reewes: okay. Thank you.
16 well, we'd Tike ©o thank a1l of you Ffor coming
17 out this avening and sharing your time with us and
1 providing us with your feedback.
19 you still have the epportinity to provide
1 feedback in written form. We have comment cards at the
21 front ragistration desk and that has information on how To
22 submit your comments. The deadline is October 26th, which
23 iz a monday, S:00 pom.
4 o pleasa Fagl Fras to pgrab some extra comment
25 forms if you have a neighbor ar a friend that you think

A5

1 would ba interestad,

2 &nd thank you very much fer coming out.
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Comment: 43-36. Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas.
Response to comment 43-36A.

Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of
the planning process. Metro acknowledges that the Light Rail Alternative would result in more
construction jobs than the BRT Alternative. Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the
locally preferred alternative.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (DEIS/DEIR) estimated that
approximately 7,800 jobs would be created by the Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Transit Project. This number
reflects total jobs, which includes direct, indirect, and induced jobs. Direct jobs are the result of (1)
expenditures on capital investment, which primarily occur during the construction phase of the project
and (2) ongoing operations of a transportation system, which include train operations, maintenance
activities, and administration. Indirect jobs occur through supporting industries, who supply goods and
services to enable the direct spending and jobs. This includes workers in industries supplying engines and
equipment needed for building vehicles, guideways and station facilities. Induced jobs are created through
the re-spending of worker income on consumer goods and services which include food, clothing, shelter,
recreation, and personal services.

The estimated jobs created by the construction of Crenshaw/LAX Transit Project would be 400 annual jobs
over the five-year construction period. For comparative purposes, the 5.3-year construction period of the
Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, a similar light rail transit project that was recently completed,
generated 432 annual construction jobs (full time equivalent worker hours). The Gold Line Eastside
Extension alignment is shorter than the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Project, and the Crenshaw/LAX Transit
Project could be expected to produce 10 to 20 percent more jobs during construction than the Gold Line
Eastside Extension. The 400 estimated annual jobs created during construction of the Crenshaw/LAX
Transit Project represents a conservative estimate that is consistent with Metro Gold Line Eastside
Extension construction data.
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Comment: 43-37. Councilmember Bernard Parks.

Response to comment 43-37A.

Comment noted. Metro appreciates the views and input from the commenter as it is an important part of
the planning process. Chapter 1, Purpose and Need, of the Final EIS/EIR, provides a comprehensive
analysis of why transit improvements are needed within the Crenshaw/LAX Corridor. The factors include
peak period congestion, limited transportation accessibility, poor regional connectivity, limited access to
services outside the Corridor, future economic development, high transit demand, transit dependency, and
benefit to the environment and improved sustainability. There has been an extensive public outreach
process where alternatives have been formulated, evaluated and refined. The evaluation process has
informed the affected residents of the relative impacts among options (alignment routes, vertical and
horizontal alignments, station locations, etc.). The Metro Board of Directors, in selecting an LPA,
considered the engineering and environmental documentation, as well as public comments and concerns.
As the commenter stated, all comments received during the public circulation period have been responded
to in the FEIS/FEIR. In instances where issues have arisen, design and alignment decisions have been
revisited. In instances where adverse effects have been identified, design options and mitigation measures
have been formulated to reduce or eliminate potential impacts on adjacent communities, and on adjacent
minority or low-income communities. The City of Los Angeles agencies referred to by the commenter
(CRA, Department of Transportation, and Planning Department) have been actively involved in the
planning and development of the project.
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Comment 43-38. Damien Goodmon.
Response to comment 43-38A.

Please Refer to Master Response 9 regarding grade separations and environmental justice.

Response to comment 43-38B.

Please Refer to Master Response 12 regarding a Crenshaw/Vernon Station.
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Comment 43-39. Gregory Freeman.

Response to comment 43-39A.

Please Refer to Master Response 6 regarding selection of the locally preferred alternative.
Response to comment 43-39B.

Construction of the Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Transit Project would result in approximately 400 jobs per
year over the five years that would be necessary to complete the project. In addition, approximately 128
annual jobs would be created during the operation of the project. Metro will be implementing a jobs
program for all the Measure R construction projects. The jobs program will be designed to maximize
employment opportunities for residents living in the construction area, provide for apprenticeship
opportunities, and reduce unemployment for Los Angeles County residents.
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Comment 43-40. Barbara Lottholland.
Response to comment 43-40A.

Comment noted. Bus service along Wilshire Boulevard is not part of the proposed project. Comments
concerning bus service along Wilshire Boulevard should be directed towards the Metro Passenger relations
Department.

Response to comment 43-40B.

Comment noted. Comments regarding the Metro Long Range Plan should be directed towards the
long range planning process.

CRENSHAW/LAX TRANSIT CORRIDOR PROJECT
August 2011 Page K-1703




Final Environmental Impact Statement/Final Environmental Impact Report @
Metro

Appendix K — Responses to Comments Received

Comment 43-41. Clint Simmons.
Response to comment 43-41A.

Please Refer to Master Response 1 Regarding support for a below-grade alignment along Crenshaw
Boulevard.
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Comment 43-42. Masa Alkire.

Response to comment 43-42A.

Please refer to Master Response 2 regarding comments pertaining to the effects of potential Maintenance
Facility Site B or D.
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Comment 43-43. Andrea Canty.

Response to comment 43-43A.

Comment noted. The large majority of community activities and events occur near Leimert Park or the
Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plazas, both areas where the alignment is below grade and would not prohibit
these events from occurring in the future. Should future events occur in an area where the
Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Line is operating at grade, either half of Crenshaw Boulevard could still be
closed for a parade and the other side could maintain restricted traffic flow.

Response to comment 43-43B.

Please refer to Master Response 1 regarding general support for a below-grade alignment along Crenshaw
Boulevard.

Please Refer to Master Response 5 regarding traffic methodology and analysis.

CRENSHAW/LAX TRANSIT CORRIDOR PROJECT
Page K-1706 August 2011




@ Final Environmental Impact Statement/Final Environment Impact Report
Metro

Appendix K — Responses to Comments Received

Comment 43-44. Alan Havens.
Response to comment 43-44A.

Comment noted. An Alternatives Analysis was completed during the preparation of the Draft EIS/EIR to
identify the transit alignment to be evaluated in the Draft EIS/EIR. The results of the Alternatives Analysis
are presented in Chapter 2, Alternatives Considered, of the Draft EIS/EIR. This analysis used criteria
including but not limited to, regional connectivity, ridership, and cost-effectiveness to compare the
different modes of transit and alignment options and determine which alternatives would be carried
forward for further analysis into the Draft EIS/EIR. The Alternatives Analysis identified that one
alignment be studied for further consideration based on the evaluation criteria. This alignment begins at
the southwest corner of the study area at the Imperial/Aviation Green Line Station and travels along the
Harbor Subdivision Railroad Right-of-Way until it reaches Crenshaw Boulevard, where it would travel in
the median of Crenshaw Boulevard and connect with the Metro Exposition Line or Wilshire Boulevard.
The two alternatives identified for further study in the Alternatives Analysis, along with a No Build
Alternative and a Transportation Systems Management Alternative underwent a comprehensive
environmental review in the Draft EIS/EIR.

The extension of the Crenshaw Light Rail Transit Line to Wilshire Boulevard and to the
Hollywood/Highland Station is not part of the Locally Preferred Alternative selected by the Metro Board of
Directors. Feasibility studies have been conducted by Metro that indicated that a future extension of light
rail transit to Wilshire Boulevard is feasible. Such a connection is included in the Strategic Element of
Metro’s Long Range Transportation Plan adopted in October 2009. A separate planning process could
explore a transit investment in the corridor if a future update to Metro’s Long Range Transportation Plan
identifies this as a funded project.
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Comment 43-45. Linda Ricks.
Response to comment 43-45A.

A station community workshop took place to identify the community’s interests, particularly in regards to
the location of the West Boulevard Station. There were competing community interests regarding whether
the station was located in the City of Inglewood, west of West Boulevard or in the City of Los Angeles, east
of West Boulevard. The community participation was included as part of the final evaluation for station
locations. The West Station will be located to the west of the Florence/West intersection, south of the
BNSF Railroad tracks in the City of Inglewood.
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