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Subject: FW: [Metro.net] customer comment 
Date: Friday, November 20, 2009 3:33 PM 
From: Regional Connector <RSC_RegionalConnector@metro.net> 
To: Ginny Brideau <ginny@therobertgroup.com>, Clarissa Filgioun <clarissa@therobertgroup.com>, 
Dolores Roybal Saltarelli <roybald@metro.net> 
 
fyi 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: noreply@metro.net [mailto:noreply@metro.net] 
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2009 2:02 PM 
To: Regional Connector 
Subject: [Metro.net] customer comment 
 
Comment from 
 
First Name: David 
Last Name:  Bailey 
Email:      davito88@hotmail.com 
Phone:      505-263-0896 
URL: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Hey, 
 
After looking at the map here: http://thesource.metro.net/2009/11/19/new-regional-
connector-concept-proposed-for-1st-and-alameda-intersection/ I got an idea that should 
save a lot of money. Why not have all trains coming from the blue/aqua lines stop at the 
little tokyo station. Then lines heading for Union Station will continue in their current direction 
and lines heading to east LA can reverse direction after making the stop. I understand you 
will need to have the engineer move to the other side of the train, but he should be able to 
do that while the train is stopped. Seems like it would cost a lot less to only build one junction 
instead of 2 and not have to make another underground station less than a block away. 
Thanks. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Date: Friday, November 20, 2009 3:33 PM 
From: Regional Connector <RSC_RegionalConnector@metro.net> 
To: Ginny Brideau <ginny@therobertgroup.com>, Clarissa Filgioun <clarissa@therobertgroup.com>, 
Dolores Roybal Saltarelli <roybald@metro.net> 
 
fyi 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: noreply@metro.net [mailto:noreply@metro.net] 
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2009 2:02 PM 
To: Regional Connector 
Subject: [Metro.net] customer comment 
 
Comment from 
 
First Name: David 
Last Name:  Bailey 
Email:      davito88@hotmail.com 
Phone:      505-263-0896 
URL: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Hey, 
 
After looking at the map here: http://thesource.metro.net/2009/11/19/new-regional-
connector-concept-proposed-for-1st-and-alameda-intersection/ I got an idea that should 
save a lot of money. Why not have all trains coming from the blue/aqua lines stop at the 
little tokyo station. Then lines heading for Union Station will continue in their current direction 
and lines heading to east LA can reverse direction after making the stop. I understand you 
will need to have the engineer move to the other side of the train, but he should be able to 
do that while the train is stopped. Seems like it would cost a lot less to only build one junction 
instead of 2 and not have to make another underground station less than a block away. 
Thanks. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Subject: FW: [Metro.net] customer comment 
Date: Friday, November 20, 2009 9:29 AM 
From: Regional Connector <RSC_RegionalConnector@metro.net> 
To: Dolores Roybal Saltarelli <roybald@metro.net>, Ginny Brideau <ginny@therobertgroup.com>, 
Clarissa Filgioun <clarissa@therobertgroup.com>, "Sosa, Ray" <Ray.Sosa@aecom.com>, "'Jackson, 
Virginia'" <JacksonVF@CDM.com> 
 
fyi 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: noreply@metro.net [mailto:noreply@metro.net] 
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2009 8:41 AM 
To: Regional Connector 
Subject: [Metro.net] customer comment 
 
Comment from 
 
First Name: Joel 
Last Name:  Covarrubias 
Email:      joelcov@gmail.com 
Phone:      562.257.8142 
URL: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Metro Planning Staff: 
 
I wish to commend you on your recent efforts with the Little Tokyo community to create the 
new proposal for crossing First/Alameda.  The new proposed underground alternative(with 
rail in a tunnel under First/Alameda) is much better than the previous underground 
alternative, and it deserves to be included in the environmental process.  The new proposal 
is superior because it results in fewer impacts on the area. 
 
I live in Long Beach, and I am a dedicated user of (M) Rail.  The Regional Connector is 
possibly the most important and critical project Metro can build.  It is crucial that the 
Regional Connector be built soon and built right, for the success of the entire system. 
 
Thank You, 
 
Joel Covarrubias 
Long Beach 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Subject: FW: [Metro.net] customer comment 
Date: Monday, November 23, 2009 1:49 PM 
From: Regional Connector <RSC_RegionalConnector@metro.net> 
To: Ginny Brideau <ginny@therobertgroup.com>, Clarissa Filgioun <clarissa@therobertgroup.com>, 
Dolores Roybal Saltarelli <roybald@metro.net> 
 
fyi 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: noreply@metro.net [mailto:noreply@metro.net] 
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2009 9:31 PM 
To: Regional Connector 
Subject: [Metro.net] customer comment 
 
Comment from 
 
First Name: Yusef 
Last Name:  Shafi 
Email:      shafi.s.y@gmail.com 
Phone: 
URL: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
I am writing in strong support of the recent full-underground option for the regional 
connector recently posted in the MTA blog The Source. A fully underground connection in 
Little Tokyo will provide an invaluable transit connection while preserving local business and 
the pedestrian scale of the neighborhood. Also, having an underground station to 
complement the existing Little Tokyo/Arts District Station will undoubtedly help to handle the 
large crowds that will pass through the regional connector, and provide for more train 
arrivals and departures in the same amount of time by effectively adding a second platform 
to the station. An excellent example of the convenience of multiplatform and timed transfer 
systems can be found in downtown Oakland at 12th St, 19th St, and MacArthur Stations, and 
a similarly convenient station structure for this vital inter-regional link will be highly efficient. 
 
As an affiliate of the Centenary United Methodist Church just three blocks away, I look 
forward to the potential for a well-designed, convenient, and neighborhood-strengthening 
transit line to help continue to transform Little Tokyo in amazing ways. Thank you for 
responding to the concerns of the community and please keep up the great work in 
transforming our city and county for the benefit of all. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Subject: FW: [Metro.net] customer comment 
Date: Monday, November 30, 2009 6:17 PM 
From: Regional Connector <RSC_RegionalConnector@metro.net> 
To: Dolores Roybal Saltarelli <roybald@metro.net>, Ginny Brideau <ginny@therobertgroup.com>, 
Clarissa Filgioun <clarissa@therobertgroup.com> 
 
 
fyi 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: noreply@metro.net [mailto:noreply@metro.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 26, 2009 3:22 PM 
To: Regional Connector 
Subject: [Metro.net] customer comment 
 
Comment from 
 
First Name: richard 
Last Name:  Schumacher 
Email:      schumach@texas.net 
Phone: 
URL: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
The new fully underground concept is clearly superior.  Make it so. 
 
Someday you will have to do something about the tight radius curves at the 101 crossing.  
That will become a bottleneck. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Subject: FW: little tokyo/art rail project vote 
Date: Tuesday, December 1, 2009 12:28 PM 
From: Ann Kerman <kermana@metro.net> 
To: Ginny Brideau <ginny@therobertgroup.com>, Clarissa Filgioun <clarissa@therobertgroup.com> 
 
From: Mountain Spring [mailto:mtn_ssshupring7@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 01, 2009 11:42 AM 
To: Kerman, Ann 
Subject: little tokyo/art rail project vote 
  
hi! 
  
i vote for underground railing for above project.  the project should be done 
so the business shops's income from clients would be minimally affected. 
  
good secruity system against usage of rail as a get away means from the low 
income 
generated theives/criminals from area of east LA et. al must be also put in place 
regardless  
of the rail passage chosen. 
  
i like the idea of using an economical and modern rail to little tokyo from sierra 
madre 
gold line station.  the parking fee + gasoline costs $10 now to get there from my 
home 
and i would go there more often with my mother for shoppings. 
  
dorian nakamoto 
a recident from 
temple city, calif
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Subject: FW: Go For Broke National Education Center's comments on Metro Connector 3rd build 
option   
Date: Wednesday, December 2, 2009 12:30 PM 
From: Regional Connector <RSC_RegionalConnector@metro.net> 
To: Dolores Roybal Saltarelli <roybald@metro.net>, Clarissa Filgioun <clarissa@therobertgroup.com>, 
Ginny Brideau <ginny@therobertgroup.com> 
 
From: Mary Graybill [mailto:mary@graybillcom.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 01, 2009 12:43 PM 
To: Regional Connector 
Subject: Go For Broke National Education Center's comments on Metro Connector 3rd build 
option  
  
 
Dear MTA Planners: 
 
  
 
Continuing the connector line underground through the intersection at 1st and 
Alameda is a step in the right direction.  But there are still significant concerns with 
the plan and its impacts on the Little Tokyo Community.  To revisit our vote, we did 
not approve this option as presented but rather, we approved encouraging Metro to 
develop it.   
 
  
 
First, we believe it would be better long-term, and demonstrate greater vision and 
better planning for future transit needs, to locate the station on a lower level of 
Nikkei Center instead of on the Office Depot parking lot.  Construction on this now 
vacant parcel will have less impact.  A station there would be more convenient to 
City Hall and the Federal Building. It's close to the Arts District.  And it's an easy 
walk for all of Little Tokyo. 
 
  
 
Second, the taking of the Office Depot property and the years of construction on 
that parcel will not only impact residents of the Savoy but also all the surrounding 
businesses and organizations, including those across the street on 2nd and those to 
the west on Central.  Elimination of the parking creates access problems for people 
wanting to go to one of the affected businesses. Ray explained the boring machine 
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constraints but I expect that another solution can be found. 
 
  
 
Third, cut-and-cover construction through the 1st and Alameda intersection will 
again create a traffic nightmare.  It will seriously impact Savoy residents, JANM 
and nearby businesses.  And logistically, one wonders how the contractor is going to 
cut and cover under the new Eastside Gold Line tracks. 
 
  
 
Fourth, the City of LA needs the sales-tax increment from the impacted businesses.  
The City and its services are already suffering.  The economy may be improving but 
no government agency can afford to lose funding.  
 
  
 
Most of us involved in the Little Tokyo Community are very comfortable with 
public transit and appreciate its convenience.  Our experience is not limited to New 
York or Washington, DC, but rather, the majority of people in the community have 
traveled on systems in other countries, including Japan, the benchmark for public 
transit; Taiwan with its new high-speed rail running the length of the island nation 
and train stations under office towers and shopping centers;  Bangkok where an 
elevated system runs above old, established parts of the City; Singapore where 
everything is bright, shiny and easy to use; and/or fast-developing Shanghai.  In 
addition, may of us have also used public transit in Paris and other European 
capitals with old, established subway and rail systems. 
 
  
 
We want to thank Metro for bring this option forward and for continuing to develop 
it. 
 
  
 
Very best regards, 
 
Mary Graybill 



Page 3 of 3

 
for Go For Broke National Education System




