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1 Introduction

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Study Background

This Cultural Resources Effects Report was prepared to present an analysis of effects of the
West Santa Ana Branch (WSAB) Transit Corridor Project on historic properties in accordance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) (Section 106). It
additionally presents an analysis of significant impacts of the WSAB Transit Corridor Project
on historical resources in accordance with and the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA). An effects/impacts? analysis was performed for all archaeological and built
environment historic properties/historical resources identified in the previously prepared
WestSanta Ana BranchTransit Corridor Project Cultural Resources Survey RBegoft (\WSAB
Survey Report; Metro 2020a). The WSAB Survey Report was submitted to the State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO) on March 30, 2020. SHPO did not provide comments or
objections on the revised Area of Potential Effects (APE) or review of the eligibility
determinations. Consultation with SHPO is included in Appendix B.

The APE has been delineated to consider all potential effects (physical, noise, vibration,
visual) to archaeological and built environment historic properties; this includes direct
effects, those that may occur concurrently with the Project, and indirect effects, which may
occur following project implementation (Advisory Council on Historic Preservation [ACHP]
2019). For considerations of “direct APE” (also referred to as the archaeological APE), the
APE includes areas of physical effect and ground disturbance such as the alignment right-of-
way (ROW), stations, laydown yards, maintenance facilities, and parking lots plus street or
parcels directly above the proposed tunnel areas. The APE extends from the existing ground
surface to approximately 90 feet above the existing ground surface and approximately 115 feet
below the existing ground surface. To ensure that non-physical effects to the built
environment were adequately considered, the “architectural APE” includes a one parcel
buffer (except where the alignment is at-grade and project work is limited within the existing
ROW) and the width of a highway where construction activities cross highways. The APE
map is provided in Appendix A.

The current study encompasses the assessment of effects on historic properties under
Section 106 and impacts on historical resources under CEQA of a No Build Alternative in
addition to four Build Alternatives (Alternatives 1, 2, 3, and 4), including design options,
station locations, and maintenance and storage facility (MSF) site options.

The background research effort conducted for the study is summarized in the WSAB Survey
Report and included the following: a search of the California Historical Resources
Information System, review of previously conducted historic survey results, archival research,
and Native American and local interested party consultation. The effort identified eight
archaeological sites determined or presumed eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP). While the Assembly Bill (AB) 52 and Section 106 consultation

' The analysis presented in this study complies with both Section 106 and CEQA. The language used by Section 106 and CEQA
vary. Therefore, throughout the document a slash (“/”) is used to differentiate between the language used for analysis in
compliance with each law. For example, Section 106 analyzed effects to historic properties whereas CEQA analyzed significant
impacts to historical resources, addressed throughout this document as “effects/impact” and “historic properties/historical
resources.”
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1 Introduction

performed as part of the study did not identify any Tribal Cultural Resources (TCRs) or Tribal
Cultural Properties (TCPs), one of the eight archaeological sites in the APE is an assumed
TCR due to the presence of prehistoric human burials within it. The WSAB Survey Report
identified 18 built environment resources previously listed in or determined eligible for
listing in the NRHP. An additional 36 built environment resources were determined eligible
for listing in the NRHP as a result of the WSAB Survey Report, for a total of 54 built
environment resources within the APE (Metro 2020a).

The eight archaeological sites and 54 built environment resources noted above are historic
properties for the purposes of Section 106 and historical resources for the purposes of CEQA.
An assessment of effects/impacts on these 62 historic properties is included in this report.
The WSAB Survey Report identified 14 additional properties determined to be ineligible for
the NRHP but eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) or local
designation making them historical resources for the purposes of CEQA. As properties
ineligible for listing in the NRHP, these 14 additional properties are not considered historic
properties for the purposes of Section 106. An assessment of impacts to these 14 historical
resources is also included in this report (Metro 2020a).

In accordance with guidance provided by the ACHP, for the purposes of this study potential
direct effects are those that may come from the Project at the same time and place with no
intervening cause and indirect effects are those that are caused by the undertaking that are
later in time or farther removed in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable (ACHP 2019).
Potential direct, indirect, and cumulative effects to identified historic properties were
assessed using the standards for federal undertakings as described in Section 106 of the
NHPA and its implementing regulations 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Section 800.
Potential impacts to historical resources were assessed using the CEQA thresholds of
significance as outlined in Section 15064.7.

As a result of this study, the Project was found to have a potential adverse effect on five
archaeological historic properties within the APE; therefore, a Finding of Adverse Effect has
been made for the Project. There would be no adverse effect to built environment historic
properties as a result of the Project.

Through the implementation of mitigation, none of the historical resources identified within
the APE would be significantly impacted as a result of the Project. The Project would
therefore result in a CEQA finding of less than significant impact with mitigation
incorporated.

1.2 Disposition of Data

This report will be filed with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Metro, the South
Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) located at California State University, Fullerton,
and Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Rincon).
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2 Project Description

2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This section describes the No Build Alternative and the four Build Alternatives studied in the
WSAB Transit Corridor Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact
Report (EIS/EIR), including design options, station locations, and MSF site options. The
Build Alternatives were developed through a comprehensive alternatives analysis process and
meet the purpose and need of the Project.

The No Build Alternative and four Build Alternatives are generally defined as follows:

x No Build Alternative—Reflects the transportation network in the 2042 horizon year
without the proposed Build Alternatives. The No Build Alternative includes the
existing transportation network along with planned transportation improvements that
have been committed to and identified in the constrained Metro 2009 Longrange
Transportation Plaif2009 LRTP) (Metro 2009) and the Southern California
Association of Governments (SCAG)’s 20162040 Regional Transportation
Plan/Sustainable Communities Stratd@fP/SCS) (SCAG 2016), as well as additional
projects funded by Measure M that would be completed by 2042.

x Build Alternatives—The Build Alternatives consist of a new light rail transit (LRT)
line that would extend from different termini in the north to the same terminus in
the City of Artesia in the south. The Build Alternatives are referred to as:

Alternative 1: Los Angeles Union Station (LAUS) to Pioneer Station; the northern
terminus would be located underground at LAUS Forecourt.

Alternative 2: 7th Street/Metro Center to Pioneer Station; the northern terminus
would be located underground at 8th Street between Figueroa Street and Flower
Street near the existing 7th Street/Metro Center Station.

Alternative 3: Slauson/A (Blue) Line to Pioneer Station; the northern terminus
would be located just north of the intersection of Long Beach Avenue and
Slauson Avenue in the City of Los Angeles, connecting to the current A (Blue)
Line Slauson Station.

Alternative 4. Interstate (I-) 105/C (Green) Line to Pioneer Station; the northern
terminus would be located at 1-105 in the City of South Gate, connecting to the C
(Green) Line along the 1-105.

Two design options are under consideration for Alternative 1. Design Option 1 would locate
the northern terminus station box at the LAUS Metropolitan Water District (MWD) east of
LAUS and the MWD building, below the baggage area parking facility. Design Option 2
would add a Little Tokyo Station along the WSAB alignment. The design options are further
described in Section 2.3.5.

Figure 2-1 illustrates the four Build Alternatives and the design options. In the north,
Alternative 1 would terminate at LAUS and primarily follow Alameda Street south
underground to the proposed Arts/Industrial District Station. Alternative 2 would terminate
near the existing 7th Street/Metro Center Station in the Downtown Transit Core and would
primarily follow 8th Street east underground to the proposed Arts/Industrial District Station.

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project

Revised Preliminary Cultural Resources Effects Report June 2021 | 2-1



2 Project Description

Figure 2-1. Project Alternatives
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2 Project Description

From the Arts/Industrial District Station to the southern terminus at Pioneer Station, Build
Alternatives 1 and 2 share a common alignment. South of Olympic Boulevard, the Build
Alternatives would transition from an underground configuration to an aerial configuration,
cross over the 1-10 freeway and then parallel the existing Metro A (Blue) Line along the
Wilmington Branch ROW as it proceeds south. At Slauson Avenue, Alternatives 1, 2, and 3
would turn east and transition to an at-grade configuration to follow the La Habra Branch
ROW. At the San Pedro Subdivision ROW, the Build Alternatives would turn southeast to
follow the San Pedro Subdivision ROW and then transition to the Pacific Electric Right-of-Way
(PEROW), south of the 1-105 freeway. Build Alternatives 1, 2, 3, and 4 would then follow the
PEROW to the southern terminus at the proposed Pioneer Station in Artesia. The Build
Alternatives would be grade-separated where warranted, as indicated on Figure 2-2.
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2 Project Description

Figure 2-2. Project Alignment by Grade
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2 Project Description

2.1 Geographic Sections

The approximately 19-mile corridor is divided into two geographic sections—the Northern
and Southern Sections. The boundary between the Northern and Southern Sections occurs at
Florence Avenue in the City of Huntington Park.

2.1.1 Northern Section

The Northern Section of the Project Corridor includes approximately 8.0 miles of Alternatives
1 and 2 and 3.8 miles of Alternative 3. Alternative 4 is not within the Northern Section. The
Northern Section covers the geographic area from downtown Los Angeles to Florence
Avenue in the City of Huntington Park and would generally traverse or be adjacent to the
Cities of Los Angeles, Vernon, Huntington Park, and Bell, and the unincorporated Florence-
Firestone community of Los Angeles (LA) County (Figure 2-3). Build Alternatives 1 and 2
would traverse portions of the Wilmington Branch (between approximately Martin Luther
King Jr Boulevard along Long Beach Avenue to Slauson Avenue). Build Alternatives 1, 2, and
3 would traverse portions of the La Habra Branch ROW (between Slauson Avenue along
Randolph Street to Salt Lake Avenue) and San Pedro Subdivision ROW (between Randolph
Street to approximately Paramount Boulevard) along the Northern Section.

Figure 2-3. Northern Section

Source: Metro 2020
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APPENDIX A — CULTURAL RESOURCES APE MAP
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APPENDIX B — SHPO CONSULTATION
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