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Metro Westside Extension Transit Corridar - Comment Farm
Emerson Middle School Meeting - October 9th, 2007

Edward Anastas

1336 Oak St Apt A
Santa Monica, CA 90405
phone: 310 452-7452
edward@anastas.org

COMMENTS:

I was borm and raised here in Los Angetes and 1 have to say that | am embarrassed about the condition of
our clty. People LAUGH about our situation when I dlscuss Los Angeles. Yes, we are a JOKE! It is an absolute
outrage that we have not been working on doing more! and now, thls meeting/study Is all we have to show
for! Someone should be fire for this extreme level of incompetence and negligence!

Even this process that you are talking about Is not a solution. It is only a study that will probably take
upwards of a year and then once it is done it still may not result in any funding from the Federal
government! We know all too well after Katrina that we cannot rely on our Fedesal government to get us
out of this mess. We need to make it a priority and take action from many different angles, lastly being from
Federal funding. COME ONE PEOPLE! WAKE UP! We need 1) State funding, 2) Federal funding, 3)
Alternative private funding options... and NOT ONE LESS. We need to look inta all of these options and get
them all going simultaneously. You have to reallze we are trying to catch up now. We were behind when
were warking on the red line down Wilshire and now we are nat just behind, we are pathetic!

I have lived in New York City (three years), Europe (9 months), and treveled to some of the most important
transportation capitals of the world, like Curitiba Brazil, Paris, Dublin, Basll, Milan, Madrid, London, Tokyo and
locally San Francdisco, Chicago, Seattle, Boston etc., etc. 1 have experienced the gamut of transportation
options In addition to studying Urban Design at Columbia University.

Gas companies have had record profits, why... because the corporate model is designed to make maoney...
THAT'S IT! not to look out for our Interests. Along with the car companies they sabotaged our public transit
systems early on and left us with no other cholces than gas guzzling cars! We need to make them pay for
the transit that these corporations destroyed by taxing their profits. We need at least a 50% tax on their
profits which would be just a start in recovering aur transit systems. Exxon alone made $10 Billion dollar
profits In 2005, let alone the others like BP and the car companies as well over the last decade.

Although T am not representing Cycle Santa Monica (http://cycdesantamonica.blogspot.com}, 1 am a
member. 1 want to bring up the importance of bicycle transportation by looking at Berlin who is trying to
have 14% of their commuters on bikes! (see attachment A) They are doing this using dedicated bike ways
and several other means. Lyon France has been using a Velov bike sharing system {see attachment B) for
several years and several other cities are already investing in this same system.

| also STRONGLY, STRONGLY! support MONORAILS, because of the cost comparison and time it takes to get
them implemented.

We need incentives for living dose to our work, NOW! We should receive tax breaks for living
close ta work and a lot of breaks to make people wake up! match Pasadena’s $500 rebate on
electric bikes! It would be very easy to get our city to be way greener and use public transit
more if we didn't all live an hour from our work.

There should also be penalties for driving too far to work and we need to put a ban on funding for new
highway construction. [t has been proven throughout the world that making it easier for cars will only
promote them. Take a look at Copenhagen how they don't allow car transport through certain areas of the city, only
delivery trucks. As you approach the cenlral axis of the city you cannol pass through the main street, but rather are
required to go around. | know this may seem countenntuitive, but making traffic worse 1s really going o be the only way
to wake peopie up to public transit, as it has done for this study, but it can get much worss.
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