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Figure 2-1: Regional Location Map  
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Figure 2-2: Proposed Project Location 
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2.3.1.1 Alameda Station 

The Alameda Station would be on Alameda Street adjacent to the planned LAUS Forecourt and 
Placita de Dolores between Los Angeles Street and Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. The station would 
be approximately 173 feet long, 109 feet wide, and 78 feet high at its tallest point, with the 
passenger loading platform approximately 31 feet above Alameda Street. Vertical circulation 
elements (i.e., elevators, escalators, stairs) for pedestrian access, which would also serve as 
queuing areas to the station, would be introduced at-grade north of Placita de Dolores in a 
proposed new pedestrian plaza at El Pueblo on the west in an area currently used as a parking 
and loading area for El Pueblo. On the east, vertical circulation elements would be introduced 
at-grade from the planned LAUS Forecourt. Installation of the vertical circulation elements may 
include removal and replacement of trees, removal of parking and loading for El Pueblo, and 
installation of landscaping and hardscape.  

2.3.1.2 Alameda Tower 

The Alameda Tower would be on the Alameda Triangle, a City ROW between Alameda Street, 
North Main Street, and Alhambra Avenue consisting of a small green space flanked on all sides 
by roadways. The Alameda Tower would be 195 feet tall, with the cable suspended 175 feet 
above ground. Implementation of the Alameda Tower would include reuse and integration of the 
existing pavers at the Alameda Triangle, as well as landscape and hardscape updates to the 
Alameda Triangle.  

2.3.1.3 Alpine Tower 

The Alpine Tower would be located on a City-owned parcel, currently being used as non-public 
parking storage for City vehicles, at the northeastern corner of Alameda Street and Alpine Street, 
adjacent to the Metro L Line (Gold). The Alpine Tower would be 195 feet tall at its tallest point, 
with the cable suspended 175 feet above ground. The Alpine Tower would also include the 
installation of landscaping and hardscaping near the base of the tower.  

2.3.1.4 Chinatown/State Park Station 

The Chinatown/State Park Station would be adjacent to Spring Street in the southernmost portion 
of Los Angeles State Historic Park. The southern portion of the station would be on City ROW, 
while the northern portion of the station would be integrated into the southern boundary of 
Los Angeles State Historic Park. The station would be approximately 200 feet long, 80 feet wide, 
and 98 feet tall at its tallest point, with the passenger boarding platform approximately 50 feet 
above-grade. Access to the boarding platform would be from the mezzanine via elevators and 
stairs. Composed of three levels, elevators and stairs from the ground level would lead up to a 
mezzanine, 27 feet above-grade, and ramps for the queuing area would lead up to the boarding 
platform, which is 50 feet above ground.  
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Figure 2-3: Proposed Project Alignment 
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The Dodger Stadium Station is adjacent to Dodger Stadium, which is operated as an MLB 
Stadium. The Project Sponsor will request consideration by the Los Angeles Dodgers of the 
potential for the Dodger Stadium Station to include a mobility hub, where outside of game day 
periods, passengers would be able to access a suite of first and last mile multi-modal options, 
such as a bike share program and individual bike lockers, to access Elysian Park and other nearby 
neighborhoods, including Solano Canyon. Issues to be addressed regarding the mobility hub 
include maintaining security for Dodger Stadium and the surrounding surface parking areas  

Implementation of the Dodger Stadium Station would require the removal of parking spaces, as 
well as removal and replacement of landscaping. 

2.4 System Oper ations  

 Typical Operating Logistics 

During operations, the cabins would travel on a continuous loop between the Alameda Station 
and the Dodger Stadium Station. Cabins would pass through passenger stations at roughly one 
foot per second (less than one mile per hour) to allow for unloading and loading. If needed, a 
cabin could be stopped to accommodate passenger boarding. After the cabins pass through the 
unload/load zones, the doors would close and the cabins would accelerate to match the line speed 
of the haul rope before reattaching to the haul rope.  

At Alameda Station, arriving cabins (southbound) would decelerate, doors would open, and 
passengers would unload. The cabins would execute a U-turn in the station before passing 
through the load zone (for northbound passengers), load passengers (if any), close doors, then 
accelerate to be reattached to the haul rope.  

At the Chinatown/State Park Station, cabins would detach from the rope and decelerate to the 
station speed. Because passenger access would be provided at this station, the cabins would 
decelerate to about one foot per second (less than one mile per hour), and the doors would open. 
After traveling through the unload and load zones, the cabin doors would close, and the cabins 
would accelerate to line speed and then reattach to the haul rope.  

At the Broadway Junction, where passenger unloading or loading is not proposed, the cabins 
would detach from the haul rope, decelerate to a speed of approximately six mph, execute a slight 
turn to follow the alignment, and then re-accelerate and reattach to the haul rope. As described 
in Section 2.3.1.5, the Alameda Station to Broadway Junction and Broadway Junction to Dodger 
Stadium Station systems come together at the Broadway Junction. When the cabins detach from 
the haul rope in the Junction, their move from one haul rope to the other haul rope would not be 
perceptible by passengers. 

At the Dodger Stadium Station, the cabins would decelerate, doors would open, and passengers 
would unload. Because the Dodger Stadium Station would be an end station, the cabins would 
execute a U-turn in the station before passing through the load zone (for southbound passengers), 
load passengers (if any), close doors, then accelerate and reattach to the haul rope. As described 
above, gondola cabins would enter, traverse, and depart stations under fully automated control. 
Operation of the proposed Project would require approximately 20 personnel. Station attendants 
would be in each station to assure safe boarding or to execute stops, if necessary. Attendants 
would also provide customer interaction and observation; if a passenger needs special 
assistance, an attendant may either further slow or stop a cabin. A separate operator may sit in a 
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area from primarily vehicle-oriented and industrial uses, to a mixed-use pedestrian-oriented 
community that would accommodate residential, light industrial, and commercial uses. The CASP 
was developed to meet the several key purposes, including: 

�x Transform an underserved and neglected vehicular-oriented industrial and public facility 
area into a cluster of mixed-use, pedestrian-oriented, and aesthetically pleasing 
neighborhoods. 

�x Increase access to open space. 

�x Re-connect historical communities. 

�x Facilitate pedestrian mobility, encourage bicycle use, and provide access to a variety of 
transit options including frequent light rail and bus connections, shared vehicles and 
bicycles, and taxis. 

�x Respect historically significant buildings, including massing and scale, while at the same 
time encouraging innovative architectural design that expresses the identity of 
contemporary urban Los Angeles. 

Amongst other zoning regulations, the zoning regulations applicable to the proposed Project 
related to aesthetics include the following general requirements for exterior building lighting: 

a. Light levels shall be measured with a photoelectric photometer, following the standard 
spectral luminous efficiency curve adopted by the International Commission on 
Illumination.  

b. The outdoor lighting for all projects in the Urban Center, Innovation, and Village Districts 
shall be designed such that it produces a maximum initial illuminance value no greater 
than 0.20 horizontal and vertical foot candles when measured at the site boundary and no 
greater than 0.01 horizontal foot candles when measured 15 feet from the site. No more 
than 5.0% of the total initial lumens shall be emitted at an angle of 90 degrees or higher 
from nadir (straight down).  

c. The outdoor lighting for all projects in the Greenway District2 shall be designed such that 
it produces a maximum initial illuminance value no greater than 0.01 horizontal and vertical 
foot candles when measured at the site boundary. None of the total initial lumens shall be 
emitted at an angle of 90 degrees or higher from nadir (straight down).  

d. Lighting shall be provided along all vehicular access ways and pedestrian walkways.  

e. All low pressure sodium, high pressure sodium, metal halide, fluorescent, quartz, 60 watts 
or greater incandescent, mercury vapor, and halogen fixtures shall be fully shielded in 
such a manner as to preclude light pollution or light trespass on any of the following: an 
abutting residential use district; a lot zoned for residential use; the public right of way, a 
park, or open space.  

 

2  Los Angeles State Historic Park is designated as Open Space and is in the Greenway Zoning District under the 
CASP, which allows for the development of recreation and open space uses. 
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�x The extent to which the project affects recognized views available from a length of a public 
roadway, bike path, or trail, as opposed to a single, fixed vantage point. 

Based on these factors, the Project would have potentially significant impacts with respect to 
views if its development were to obstruct an existing view of a valued visual resource. 

3.2.2.3 Shading 

�x A project impact would normally be considered significant if shadow-sensitive uses would 
be shaded by project-related structures for more than three hours between the hours of 
9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time (between late October and early April), or 
for more than four hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Pacific Daylight 
Time (between early April and late October).  

3.2.2.4 Nighttime Illumination  

�x The change in ambient illumination levels as a result of project sources; and  

�x The extent to which project lighting would spill out of the project site and affect adjacent 
light-sensitive areas. 

3.3 Evaluation Methodology  

The methodology approach presented herein generally follows the guidance outlined in the 
Guidelines for the Visual Impact Assessment of Highway Projects (2015) published by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA). Despite assessment guidance, it is acknowledged that the 
findings of an analysis of existing visual or aesthetic resources and potential visual or aesthetic 
impacts can be highly subjective, depending on the background of the assessor and the opinions 
of viewers. The qualities that create an aesthetically pleasing setting or that result in the 
perception of a visual element as aesthetically positive or negative vary from person to person. 
Different viewers may consider a change in the visual environment as either beneficial or adverse. 

The analysis of aesthetics considers the visual quality of the area immediately surrounding the 
proposed Project alignment, and the impacts of the proposed Project with respect to the existing 
aesthetic environment. The analysis considers the physical aspects of the Project and its 
associated design features, as well as an evaluation of visual simulations showing existing and 
future conditions at representative locations. The following steps were followed to assess the 
existing aesthetic setting and potential aesthetic impacts with implementation of the proposed 
Project: 

1. Identify the area of potential impact, including the geographic area of Project visibility.  

2. Identify landscape units (LU) that include the limits of a particular viewshed or the distinct 
transition in the aesthetic setting that correspond primarily to changes in land use. 

3. Identify key observation points/key views that include views critical or representative of 
the visual character of the area. 

4. Describe existing aesthetic resources (visual character and visual quality). 

5. Describe potential viewers and predict viewer response, including exposure and 
sensitivity. 
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Figure 3-1: Area of Potential Impact 
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Therefore, commercial and office tenants are not considered a viewer group. Similarly, residents 
in residential buildings are not considered a viewer group in the analysis. Any references to and 
analysis of residential views and resident viewer groups, which are assumed to be associated 
with private residential properties, are provided only for informational purposes, because the L.A. 
CEQA Thresholds Guide (2006) does not protect private views from residential properties.  

Table 3-5. Viewer Groups 

Viewers Description 
Viewer Response 

Viewer Exposure Viewer Sensitivity 

Pedestrians 

People walking to or from land 
uses (e.g., business patrons, 
employees, students, transit 

users, retail shoppers, 
restaurant-goers, and civic 

building users) 

High due to long 
duration of views 
and walking at a 
leisurely pace. 

Moderate due to 
primary focus in 
other activities or 

engaged in 
observing their 
surroundings. 

Recreationalists 
(including 
Tourists) 

Users of parks, open space 
and trails (e.g., bicyclists, 

hikers). 

Moderate due to 
somewhat long 

duration of views 
and riding or 

generally traveling 
at a slower speed. 

High due to 
specifically seeking 
a pleasant visual 

setting or 
experience. 

Motorists 

Commuters, local residents, 
bus drivers and commercial 
truck drivers traveling to and 

from land uses. 

Low due to short 
duration of views 
and high travel 

speeds. 

Low due to task or 
demand of paying 
careful attention to 

the road ahead. 
Source: FHWA, 2015 

 

 Visual or Aesthetic Impact 

Visual or aesthetic impacts may include the loss of scenic resources, obstruction of scenic views, 
and the introduction of new project-related features that may influence the significance, scale, or 
character of the existing visual environment. Project-related features associated with the 
proposed Project consist of cables, three passenger stations, a non-passenger junction, towers, 
gondola cabins, cables, signage, and lighting. 

The extent of visual impacts is determined for each LU, with as much objectivity as is practical 
given the subjective nature of aesthetic perceptions, by assessing changes to the visual resources 
(i.e., visual character and visual quality) and predicting viewer response to those changes.  

Changes in visual character is evaluated by identifying how visually compatible a project would 
be with the existing visual condition. If the visual character of the project would be similar to the 
existing visual character, visual compatibility would be high. If the visual character of the project 
contrasts strongly with the existing visual character, the visual compatibility would be low. 
Similarly, to evaluate the change in visual quality, the existing visual quality ratings are compared 
to the overall ratings for post-project conditions. In terms of viewer response, a minor change to 
the existing visual resource would have a low viewer response to change; a moderate change 
with moderate viewer response; and a high level of change with high viewer response. 
Architectural renderings and photo-realistic visual simulations were created and used to illustrate 
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where visual changes would be most noticeable after implementation of the proposed Project. 
These renderings are conceptual and do not represent the final design of the Project at this time. 

Based on the assessment framework described above, the overall visual impacts were 
qualitatively categorized or ranked as low, moderate, or high, as described in Table 3-6 (Visual 
Impacts). 

Table 3-6. Visual Impacts 

Visual Impact Change in Visual Resources Change in KOPs Level of Viewer 
Response 

Low 

Slight change; new project 
features would be built in a 

manner generally compatible 
with the existing environment 

No change 
Little or no response 
to change because it 
is barely noticeable 

Moderate Moderate change Moderate or negligible 
change 

Moderate or sensible 
response 

High 

Extensive change; new visual 
elements would be 

incompatible with the existing 
environment 

Prevalent change; new 
views would be 

incompatible with the 
existing environment 

High due to visual 
dominance 

Source: FHWA, 2015 
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location since views of broad horizons, aesthetic structures, and other scenic resources would 
not be available to the public.7 

 Scenic Resources 

Scenic resources refer to natural or manmade features of high aesthetic quality. Views of these 
resources from public and private areas contribute to the overall attractiveness of the City and the 
quality of life enjoyed by its residents, visitors, and workforce. Such features can include 
landscaping, heritage trees, or natural vegetation and landforms, as well as buildings and other 
structures with aesthetic value. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Appendix G, this area of 
consideration includes specific mention of such natural or manmade features that are within the 
view field of a state scenic highway. 

No State- or County-designated scenic highways or eligible State scenic highways are in the 
Project area. The closest officially designated State scenic highway is State Route 2 (SR-2), 
approximately 11 miles north of the Project alignment (Caltrans, 2022). 

The Arroyo Seco Parkway/SR-110, which runs northeasterly from its interchange with U.S. 101 
to East Glenarm Street in Pasadena, is also in the Project area. Although the Arroyo Seco 
Parkway/SR-110 is a National Scenic Byway8 and a California Historic Parkway9, SR-110 is not 
an officially designated State scenic highway, as determined by Caltrans Scenic Highways �± 
Scenic Highway System List. 

 Light and Glare 
 
The Project area is a developed, urban area with a high amount of existing ambient lighting. The 
high levels of ambient lighting exist due to vehicular and pedestrian street lighting, building 
security lighting, outdoor landscaping lighting, and lighting along and adjacent to the various 
dedicated transit guideways traveling to LAUS, such as the elevated Metro L Line (Gold). In 
addition, high levels of ambient lighting are exhibited from vehicle and truck headlights traveling 
on streets and the SR-110. Cathedral High School currently has high-poled sports field lighting 
visible from North Broadway, Los Angeles State Historic Park, and area residents when in use. 
Dodger Stadium has extensive television-quality sport field lighting in use during games and 

 

7  City of Los Angeles, CEQA Thresholds Guide, 2006. 
8  The National Scenic Byways Program was established as part of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 

Act of 1991 as a means to maintain the scenic, historic, recreational, cultural, archeological, and natural qualities 
of scenic byways. The National Scenic Byways Program provides procedures for state designation of National 
Scenic Byways, in cooperation with local jurisdictions, as well as the designation of All-American Roads and 
Federal Agency Scenic Byways. Federal Agency Scenic Byways are roads or highways located on lands under 
Federal ownership which have been officially designated by the responsible federal agency as a scenic byway. 

9  The California Historic Parkway System includes those portions of the State highway system that (1) were 
constructed prior to 1945; (2) have been recognized by Caltrans or the Office of Historic Preservation in the 
Department of Parks and Recreation as having historical significance, including notable landmarks, historical sites, 
or natural or human achievements that exist or that occurred during the original construction of the parkway or in 
the immediately adjacent land area through which the parkway currently passes; (3) are bounded on one or both 
sides by federal, State, or local parkland, Native American lands or monuments, or other open space, greenbelt 
areas, natural habitat or wildlife preserves, or similar acreage used for or dedicated to historical or recreational 
uses; and (4) are traversed, at the time of designation and by the department's best count or estimate using existing 
information, by not less than 40,000 vehicles per day on an annual daily average basis (California Streets and 
Highways Code, Section 280). 
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Table 4-1. Landscape Units/LUs and KOPs 

Landscape Unit Extent KOPs Included Viewer Groups 

1 Arcadia Street to Cesar 
Chavez Avenue KOP 1 through KOP 7 

Motorist, Union 
Station patron, 

pedestrian, El Pueblo 
tourist 

2 Cesar Chavez Avenue to 
Alpine Street KOP 8 through KOP 10 Motorist, pedestrian 

3 
Alpine Street to Southwestern 
Corner of Los Angeles State 

Historic Park 

KOP 11 through KOP 
15 

Motorist, transit 
commuter, pedestrian 

4 
Southwestern Corner of Los 

Angeles State Historic Park to 
North Broadway 

KOP 16 through KOP 
19 

Motorist, transit 
commuter, 
pedestrian, 

recreationalist 

5 North Broadway to SR-110 
(Arroyo Seco Parkway) 

KOP 20 through KOP 
25 

Motorist, pedestrian, 
patrons of nearby 

school 

6 SR-110 (Arroyo Seco 
Parkway) to Dodger Stadium 

KOP 26 through KOP 
30 

Motorist, pedestrian, 
Dodger Stadium 

patron 
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Figure 4-1: KOP Locations Overview 
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Figure 4-2: Detailed KOP Locations Map of Southern Portion of Alignment 
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Figure 4-3: Detailed KOP Locations Map of Middle Portion of Alignment 
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Figure 4-4: Detailed KOP Locations Map of Northern Portion of Alignment 
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Figure 4-5: Map of Landscape Units   
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 Landscape Unit 1 �± Arcadia Street to Cesar E. Chavez Avenue 

Landscape Unit 1 (LU-1) begins at the intersection of Alameda Street and Arcadia Street, directly 
north of U.S. 101, and continues north along Alameda Street to Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. LU-1 
is characterized by historic landmarks that are visually memorable. The historic Los Angeles 
Union Station Passenger Terminal is on the eastern side of Alameda Street, directly across from 
El Pueblo de Los Angeles (El Pueblo) historic landmark, and Placita de Dolores, on the western 
side of Alameda Street. LAUS includes several lines of tall palm trees and other landscaping 
along the vehicular and pedestrian entrance/exit from Alameda Street (Figure 4-6). Originally 
constructed in 1939, LAUS includes a combination of Spanish Colonial Revival and Art Deco 
architectural styles, which result in the building and grounds being one of the most identifiable 
landmarks in the City (Los Angeles Conservancy, 2020). For more information on the historic 
Los Angeles Union Station Passenger Terminal and El Pueblo landmarks, see the Historical 
Resource Technical Report prepared for the proposed Project. 

 

Figure 4-6: Existing View of LAUS Looking South along Alameda Street  

El Pueblo is near the site of the early Los Angeles pueblo or town, where settlers established a 
farming community in 1781, and is considered to be the historic and symbolic heart of the City 
(El Pueblo, 2022). The attractions, museums, and other uses in El Pueblo in LU-1 include 
Los Angeles Plaza Park (Father Serra Park), Placita de Dolores, Avila Adobe, Olvera Street 
marketplace, Plaza Substation, Old Winery, El Pueblo Gallery, and surface Parking Lot 3. Parking 
Lot 5 in El Pueblo is currently being used as the site of a temporary homeless shelter operated 
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Post Office Terminal Annex and Philippe the Original buildings, see the Historical Resource 
Technical Report (Appendix G) prepared for the proposed Project. 

Other visible uses in this LU include a gas station, the four-story Metro Plaza Hotel, The California 
Endowment complex of modern buildings of one to four stories, small-scale and older commercial 
businesses and restaurants, Alameda Triangle, a City ROW that contains landscaping and 
hardscaping (Figure 4-7), a large industrial complex of up to three stories that houses auto repair 
and fleet services, and undeveloped land.  

 

Figure 4-7: Existing View of Alameda Triangle Looking North from Alameda Street 

The primary viewers in LU-2 consist of motorists and pedestrians. Alameda Street has five to six 
travel lanes in this LU, with small to mature trees along the public sidewalk on both sides of the 
street from Main Street (just south of Alameda Triangle) north to Alpine Street. Additional trees 
and landscaping are visible adjacent to the Alameda Street public ROW on the properties of the 
United States Post Office Terminal Annex, The California Endowment, and the Alameda Triangle. 
A mix of typical roadway lighting, decorative roadway lighting, and decorative pedestrian-level 
lighting is provided. There is a south-facing view of some downtown Los Angeles multi-story 
buildings, including City Hall. There are interrupted and distant north-facing views of the Elysian 
Hills, as well as the San Gabriel Mountains to the northeast (specifically when viewing northeast 
along Main Street from Alameda Street). In addition, the elevated Metro L Line (Gold) structure 
and the multi-story Metro at Chinatown Senior Lofts building at the northwestern corner of 
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Alameda Street and Alpine Street are visible from the northern portion of LU-2. Overhead power 
transmission lines and poles are along portions of the western side of Alameda Street in this LU.  

The most prominent views are of the modern buildings and aesthetically pleasing landscaping 
visible as part of The California Endowment, and secondarily the historic United States Post Office 
Terminal Annex building accentuated by palm trees. However, there are also elements in this LU 
that have an older visual impression. Therefore, the existing visual quality of LU-2 is moderately 
low. 

Landscape 
Unit 2 

Vividness Intactness Unity Visual Quality 

Moderate Low Low Moderately Low 

 
 Landscape Unit 3 �± Alpine Street to Southwestern Corner of Los Angeles 

State Historic Park  

Landscape Unit 3 (LU-3) begins on the northern side of Alpine Street and continues north along 
Alameda Street to the southwestern corner of Los Angeles State Historic Park, approximately 
535 feet north of College Street. Starting on the northern side of College Street, Alameda Street 
becomes Spring Street. LU-3 is characterized by a mix of multi-family residential, commercial, 
industrial, parking, and transit uses, as well as undeveloped land. 

Visible uses within this LU include the 7- to 10-story Metro at Chinatown Senior Lofts building 
(Figure 4-8), an older three-story mixed use building, including commercial/restaurant on the 
ground floor and multi-family residential above, two-story Homeboy Bakery/Homegirl Café, a large 
area of school bus parking, the elevated Metro L Line (Gold) Chinatown Station and tracks, five- 
to six-story Blossom Plaza multi-family residential complex, historic Capitol Milling Company 
Building, which has recently been adapted into office and restaurant spaces, and a large vacant 
parcel. The elevated Metro L Line (Gold) Chinatown Station includes architecture and roof 
features consistent with traditional Chinese architecture found in the adjacent Chinatown 
community. The elevated Metro L Line (Gold) light rail guideway crosses over Alameda Street 
just north of Alpine Street, and then travels along the western side of Alameda Street/Spring 
Street. A large concrete column, which supports the existing elevated guideway, is in the center 
of the roadway approximately 200 feet north of Alpine Street. 

The primary viewers in LU-3 consist of motorists, residents, pedestrians, and transit commuters. 
As previously mentioned, visual impacts under the L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide (2006) are 
assessed based on changes to public views. Therefore, description of resident viewer groups is 
provided only for informational purposes, as the L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide (2006) does not 
protect private views from residential properties. 

Alameda Street/Spring Street provides five to six travel lanes in this LU, with small trees along 
the public sidewalk on both sides of the street throughout the LU, except for the sidewalk adjacent 
to the Metro L Line (Gold) Chinatown Station. Additional small trees and shrubs are occasionally 
visible adjacent to the Alameda Street/Spring Street public ROW on the private properties. A mix 
of typical roadway lighting, decorative roadway lighting, and decorative pedestrian-level lighting 
is provided. In addition, security lighting is provided at the elevated Metro L Line (Gold) Chinatown 
Station and tracks. There is a south-facing view of some downtown Los Angeles multi-story 
buildings, including the Metro Headquarters Building (One Gateway Plaza). There are interrupted 
and distant north-facing views of the Elysian Hills and a small portion of the San Gabriel 
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Mountains. In addition, the elevated Metro L Line (Gold) tracks and landscaping associated with 
Los Angeles State Historic Park are visible from the northern portion of LU-3. Overhead power 
transmission lines and poles along North Broadway to the west, and along Main Street to the 
east, are visible from portions of this LU. In addition, the overhead catenary wire system 
associated with the operation of the Metro L Line (Gold) are visible on the elevated structure. 

The most prominent views are of the elevated Metro L Line (Gold) Chinatown Station and tracks. 
The existing visual quality of LU-3 is low due to the lack of visual resources and the interruption 
of views due to the elevated Metro L Line (Gold) Station and structure above portions of Alameda 
Street/Spring Street.  

 

Figure 4-8: Existing View of Metro Gold Line Chinatown Station Looking North along 
Alameda Street 

 

Landscape 
Unit 3 

Vividness Intactness Unity Visual Quality 

Low Low Low Low 
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Other visible uses in this LU includes one- to two-story commercial/office and industrial uses on 
the southeastern side of Spring Street, across Spring Street and to the southeast of Los Angeles 
State Historic Park. The Metro L Line (Gold) light rail tracks are at-grade adjacent and 
north/northwest of Los Angeles State Historic Park. North Broadway is elevated, and directly 
north/northwest of the Metro L Line (Gold) tracks and Los Angeles State Historic Park. A slope 
separates the Metro L Line (Gold) tracks from North Broadway, and consists of a vacant strip of 
land that is lightly vegetated and contains two billboards. 

The primary viewers in LU-4 consist of motorists, residents, pedestrians, transit commuters, and 
recreationalists. As previously mentioned, visual impacts under the L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide 
(2006) are assessed based on changes to public views. Therefore, description of resident viewer 
groups is provided only for informational purposes, because the L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide 
(2006) does not protect private views from residential properties. 

Spring Street provides four to five travel lanes in this LU, with small trees located periodically 
along the public sidewalk on the southeastern side of the street throughout the LU. Numerous 
additional small- and medium-sized trees and shrubs and grassy areas are visible adjacent to 
Spring Street public ROW in Los Angeles State Historic Park. A mix of typical roadway lighting 
and decorative roadway lighting is provided. In addition, security lighting is provided at 
Los Angeles State Historic Park, as well as the other private properties in the LU. There is a south-
facing view of some downtown Los Angeles multi-story buildings, including the Metro 
Headquarters Building (One Gateway Plaza) and the downtown skyline, as well as the elevated 
Metro L Line (Gold) Chinatown Station. There are northwest-looking views of the Elysian Hills and 
the existing buildings along the elevated North Broadway. A small portion of the San Gabriel 
Mountains is visible viewing to the north. Overhead power transmission lines and poles along the 
southeastern side of Spring Street are visible from portions of this LU. A tall tower is visible to the 
northwest, which is on top of Elysian Park Radio Hill in the Elysian Hills. The tower includes an 
antenna clearly visible in the area. In addition, the overhead catenary wire system associated with 
the operation of the Metro L Line (Gold) is visible transitioning from elevated to at-grade.  

The most prominent views are of Los Angeles State Historic Park and associated landscaping 
and hardscape features, as well as the views of downtown Los Angeles looking south from 
Los Angeles State Historic Park. Secondary in prominence is the view from the park and Spring 
Street of Elysian Hills and the buildings/uses along North Broadway, which is elevated above the 
grade of the park. Although noticeable, the features in this view are inconsistent visually, and the 
view is somewhat cluttered. However, views from Los Angeles State Historic Park towards the 
surrounding existing urban landscape exhibit various visual values. The existing visual quality of 
LU-4 is moderately low, because although the park landscaping and view of downtown are 
aesthetically pleasing, and present a broad view of the historical development of downtown Los 
Angeles, the area outside of the park lacks visual quality and is inconsistent with the features of 
the park. 

Landscape 
Unit 4 

Vividness Intactness Unity Visual Quality 

Moderate Low Low Moderately Low 
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Figure 4-10: Existing View Looking Northwest Towards Bishops Road from North 
Broadway 

The most prominent views are of the downtown Los Angeles skyline from along North Broadway. 
Secondary in prominence are views from North Broadway looking down into Los Angeles State 
Historic Park and the associated elevated Roundhouse. Although these views are aesthetically 
pleasing, the existing visual quality of LU-5 is moderately low because it includes numerous visual 
interruptions, as well as intervening development, billboards, and overhead power lines/poles that 
impact the quality of the downtown views. 

Landscape 
Unit 5 

Vividness Intactness Unity Visual Quality 

Moderate Low Low Moderately Low 

 

 Landscape Unit 6 �± SR-110 to Dodger Stadium  

Landscape Unit 6 (LU-6) begins on the eastern boundary of the northbound SR-110/Arroyo Seco 
Parkway. The northbound Arroyo Seco Parkway in this area is slightly upslope as compared to 
the area in LU-5 discussed above. The southbound side of the freeway (to the west) is separated 
and upslope from the northbound side. Dodger Stadium is at a higher elevation than the freeway 
and is atop the Elysian Hills in an area locally known as Chavez Ravine. The community of Solano 
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Canyon, an area of single- and multi-family residences, is in a canyon primarily along Solano 
Avenue in the Elysian Hills, which is traversed by SR-110. LU-6 is characterized by 
transportation/public facility uses, residential, and open space uses.  

The Arroyo Seco Parkway and Dodger Stadium in this LU are visually memorable. As previously 
discussed, the Arroyo Seco Parkway in the Project area is a designated National Scenic Byway 
and California Historic Parkway. The freeway was constructed in phases and was considered 
both a scenic parkway and a high-speed, limited-access freeway (NPS, 1985). The freeway has 
three to four travel lanes in each direction and is known for its views of the downtown Los Angeles 
skyline from the southbound direction. Dodger Stadium was completed in 1962, and is considered 
to have a Mid-Century Modern architectural style (Los Angeles Conservancy, 2020a). 

The primary viewers in LU-6 consist of motorists, residents, pedestrians, and patrons of the 
Dodger Stadium. As previously mentioned, visual impacts under the L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide 
(2006) are assessed based on changes to public views. Therefore, description of resident viewer 
groups is provided only for informational purposes, as the L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide (2006) 
does not protect private views from residential properties. 

Trees and other vegetation are visible adjacent to the southbound and northbound Arroyo Seco 
Parkway, as well as in the area surrounding the large Dodger Stadium parking areas that are on 
all sides of the stadium (Figure 4-11). There are south/southeast-facing views of the downtown 
Los Angeles skyline from the southbound Arroyo Seco Parkway. The north-facing view along the 
northbound Arroyo Seco Parkway includes mature trees on both sides of the freeway, as well as 
the tall antenna tower atop Elysian Park Radio Hill in the Elysian Hills. Due to the topography of 
Elysian Hills, views from within the community of Solano Canyon are primarily blocked.  

A mix of typical roadway lighting and decorative roadway lighting is provided on both sides of the 
Arroyo Seco Parkway. Dodger Stadium includes a large amount of standard parking lot lighting 
in the vast parking areas adjacent to the stadium. The stadium includes high-poled sports field 
lighting that is specified to be bright enough for sports television filming standards. Some graffiti 
is visible on walls bordering the Arroyo Seco Parkway.  

The most prominent views are of the downtown Los Angeles skyline from the southbound Arroyo 
Seco Parkway. The existing visual quality of LU-6 is moderate due to the interruption of views, 
including the view of downtown, as well as the memorable quality of Dodger Stadium.  

Landscape 
Unit 6 

Vividness Intactness Unity Visual Quality 

Moderate Low Moderate Moderate 
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Table 4-2. Summary of Visual Quality of the Project Alignment 

Landscape 
Unit Visual Features Vividness Intactness Unity Visual 

Quality 

LU-1 

Landmarks LAUS and El Pueblo 
(including Olvera Street, Father 
Serra Park, Placita de Dolores, 

and Avila Adobe)  

High Moderate Moderate Moderately 
High 

LU-2 

Landmark United States Post 
Office Terminal Annex building, as 
well as The California Endowment 

landscaping and Alameda 
Triangle; overhead power lines and 

poles, undeveloped land  

Moderate Low Low Moderately 
Low 

LU-3 

Capitol Milling Company building, 
elevated Metro L Line (Gold) 

Chinatown Station and tracks, as 
well as concrete support column in 

the center of street; overhead 
power lines and poles, 

undeveloped land  

Low Low Low Low 

LU-4 

Los Angeles State Historic Park 
landscaping and views of 

downtown Los Angeles skyline, 
view of Elysian Hills and North 
Broadway buildings, overhead 
power lines, undeveloped land 

Moderate Low Low Moderately 
Low 

LU-5 

Los Angeles State Historic Park 
landscaping and elevated 

Roundhouse, views of downtown 
Los Angeles skyline, Radio Hill 
Gardens tower and antenna, 

overhead power lines 

Moderate Low Low Moderately 
Low 

LU-6 
Scenic Arroyo Seco Parkway (SR-
110), Dodger Stadium, numerous 
trees and other vegetation, graffiti  

Moderate Low Moderate Moderate 
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5.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

The potential for the proposed Project to result in visual character, scenic vistas, scenic resources, 
light and glare, and shading impacts during the construction and operational phases are 
discussed below. 

5.1 Proposed Project  

 Construction Impacts 

The proposed Project alignment consists of a portion of the public ROW, including roadway and 
sidewalks, as well as City-owned, State-owned, and private properties. Trees also exist in the 
public ROW of Alameda Street, Spring Street, North Broadway, and other streets adjacent to the 
proposed Project alignment. During the construction phase, the visual character of the alignment 
would change temporarily from existing conditions. Construction activities would require 
equipment such as construction barriers and sound walls, cranes, and other appurtenances that 
would be visible during much of the approximately 25-month construction period, which could 
begin as early as 2024. Construction activities would include similar equipment to other 
construction projects in the City, such as high-rise buildings in nearby Chinatown and the CASP. 
Certain areas may be fenced off with construction barriers and sound walls, resulting in a contrast 
and change in visual character from the existing conditions. The construction barriers and sound 
walls would include a privacy screen. In addition, the designated construction areas along the 
alignment would experience additional truck traffic compared to existing conditions, with trucks 
moving materials on- and off-site, and work crews and construction equipment moving around 
the sites and between the Project components. 

Views that are considered scenic to certain viewers, such as those of the downtown Los Angeles 
skyline, LAUS, El Pueblo, Los Angeles State Historic Park, Arroyo Seco Parkway, Dodger 
Stadium, or the San Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountains may temporarily change due to the 
presence of construction activities. However, there are no designated scenic vistas present in the 
API. In addition, no State- or County-designated scenic highways or eligible State scenic 
highways are in the Project area. Therefore, scenic vistas and scenic resources would not be 
impacted during construction.  

Some residents may have private views of the Project construction from their windows. Although 
residents would be highly sensitive to visual changes and would have a higher degree of personal 
investment in the Project, as previously mentioned, visual impacts under the L.A. CEQA 
Thresholds Guide (2006) are assessed based on changes to public views. Therefore, any 
references to and analysis of residential views and resident viewer groups, which are assumed 
to be associated with private residential properties, are provided only for informational purposes, 
because the L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide (2006) does not protect private views from residential 
properties. 

Motorists would primarily experience fleeting views of construction activities while driving along 
the roadways along and adjacent to the proposed Project alignment. In addition, drivers would 
have views while idling at the various traffic signals surrounding the alignment. The change in the 
visual character of the alignment during the construction phase would be noticeable by passing 
drivers. However, drivers are considered to have a low sensitivity to any visual changes, because 
they are likely passing through the API to reach their destinations, and do not necessarily have a 
personal investment in the visual character or quality of the API. 
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Pedestrians would primarily experience views of construction activities while walking along public 
sidewalks, in transit stations, and near businesses adjacent to the proposed Project alignment. 
Pedestrians would experience changes to views of the downtown Los Angeles skyline, LAUS, 
El Pueblo, and Los Angeles State Historic Park. The change in the visual character of the 
alignment during the construction phase would be noticeable by these viewers. However, 
pedestrians are considered to have a moderate sensitivity to visual changes, because they may 
be engaged in observing their surroundings.  

Recreationalists would similarly experience views of construction while bicycling or visiting parks 
or recreational facilities such as Los Angeles State Historic Park, Los Angeles Plaza Park (Father 
Serra Park), Placita de Dolores, Elysian Park, and Radio Hill Gardens along or nearby the Project 
alignment. Recreationalists are considered to have high sensitivity to visual changes. Views from 
recreationalists in Elysian Park may experience minor changes to views of Dodger Stadium, but 
this would be only minimally noticeable because of the distant aspect of that view and the 
presence of vegetation. In addition, certain southwest-facing views of the downtown Los Angeles 
skyline from the Los Angeles Historic Park would be partially interrupted during construction. 
Construction of the proposed Chinatown/State Park Station, Broadway Junction, cables, and 
cabins would represent new visual elements for recreationalists who seek to enjoy the large open 
space area and views of the downtown Los Angeles skyline. However, the cables have similar 
characteristics to the overhead power lines that are prevalent in views in this area. Therefore, the 
installation of proposed cables would not significantly impact views in this area. 

The following best management practices would be implemented during construction as feasible: 
visually obtrusive erosion-control devices, such as silt fences, plastic ground cover, and straw 
bales, should be removed as soon as the area is stabilized; stockpile areas would be neatly 
organized and covered with plastic depending on weather events; whenever possible, stockpiled 
areas should be in less visibly sensitive areas. Details regarding the implementation of best 
management practices for the proposed Project are discussed further in Section 3.10, Hydrology 
and Water Quality. 

Overall, construction activities would represent a temporary change in the visual quality and 
character of the API, similar to other construction projects in the City. Project components would 
potentially stand out as memorable or remarkable features in the landscape due to their scale, 
which would have a temporary impact on visual character and quality of the API and its 
surroundings compared to existing conditions. However, impacts from construction activities 
would be temporary, and post-construction views of Project-related construction activities, 
equipment, stockpiles, and fencing would be removed once construction is completed. Therefore, 
construction visual impacts would be less than significant. 

5.1.1.1 Light and Glare 

Construction activities would primarily occur during daytime hours. Some activities may require 
work outside of daytime hours (e.g., concrete pours, activities to close street lanes). If limited 
construction activities occur outside of daytime hours, lighting would be directed toward the 
construction areas, and minimal spillover lighting is anticipated. Construction would result in 
additional lighting at staging and station, junction, and tower construction areas. This would 
require sufficient lighting for construction crews; however, the lighting equipment would be hooded 
and shielded to minimize spillover effects and glare. Construction would not significantly increase 
the ambient light levels in the vicinity because construction duration would be short and 
temporary, would be confined to localized sites, and would not constitute a substantial source of 
light or glare.  
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5.1.1.2 Shading 

Construction has the potential to temporarily alter shading in the API because construction 
activities would introduce heavy equipment (i.e., cranes, bulldozers, scrapers, and trucks). With 
the exception of cranes, construction equipment, trucks, and related elements visible during the 
construction phase would only temporarily cast minimal shadows, because a majority of this 
equipment does not have significant height and mass. Overall, any shading that would occur as 
a result of construction activities would be temporary and intermittent for an approximately 
25-month period. Therefore, the potential for construction activities to result in shading and 
shadows would be minimal; impacts from construction would be less than significant. 

 Operational Impacts 

The following analysis provides a LU-by-LU discussion of potential visual impacts associated with 
introduction and operation of the proposed Project. Discussion of the selected KOPs are included 
in the analysis of each LU. Figures showing the existing and proposed (or simulated) views of the 
proposed Project are included for each KOP in Appendix A. The proposed Project components 
shown in the visual simulations in this report should be considered conceptual only for 
environmental analysis purposes, and are pending the final design process. 

5.1.2.1 Landscape Unit 1 �± Arcadia Street to Cesar E. Chavez Avenue 

In LU-1, the proposed Alameda Station would be constructed over Alameda Street between 
Los Angeles Street and Cesar E. Chavez Avenue, adjacent to El Pueblo and the planned LAUS 
Forecourt. From the Alameda Station to the northern extent of LU-1 at Cesar E. Chavez Avenue, 
the proposed Project would remain in the public ROW. As detailed in Section 2.0, Project 
Description, the Alameda Station would be approximately 173 feet long, 109 feet wide, and 78 feet 
high at its tallest point, with the passenger loading platform approximately 31 feet above Alameda 
Street. Queueing would occur at the LAUS Forecourt and new pedestrian plaza at El Pueblo, with 
ticketing/fare checking in the station.  

KOP 1 

KOP 1 (Figure 5-1 in Appendix A) shows the existing viewpoint from the perspective of a 
pedestrian, motorist, or El Pueblo tourist looking east towards Alameda Street and LAUS from 
Los Angeles Street, adjacent to El Pueblo. The public ROW, including decorative lighting, palm 
trees, bushes, and other landscaping are visible in the foreground. Visible in the middleground is 
Alameda Street and the several rows of tall palm trees and other landscaping that accents the 
front of the historic LAUS. Visible in the background is the LAUS building, including the entrance 
and clock tower, as well as the high-rise Metro Headquarters Building (One Gateway Plaza).  

KOP 1 (Figure 5-1 in Appendix A) also shows a pedestrian, motorist, or El Pueblo tourist looking 
east towards Alameda Street and LAUS from Los Angeles Street, adjacent to El Pueblo, with the 
visual simulation of the proposed Project. The proposed Alameda Station is northeast from the 
KOP, in the Alameda Street ROW (to the left). As the simulation illustrates, the proposed Alameda 
Station would not be visible from this view. Therefore, there would be no noticeable visual change 
from this viewpoint, and existing views of LAUS from this portion of El Pueblo would not be 
blocked, diminished, or interrupted. 
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Central City Community Plan. With regard to Chapter 5, Urban Form and Neighborhood Design, 
the proposed Project would improve the quality of the public realm through Project design, which 
would promote accessibility via improved pedestrian pathways that would be complementary, and 
appropriate to the scale and character of the existing buildings in the surrounding area. As 
illustrated in Figures 5-24 through 5-29, the proposed Project would not conflict with Objective 5.1 
of the Central City North Community Plan pertaining to the preservation of visual links to open 
space areas, because the Project would form a background feature, but would not block views of 
open space areas. The Project would also provide attractive transit services in compliance with 
the Mobility Plan 2035.  

There are no designated scenic vistas in LU-5, as well as no scenic resources in a State scenic 
highway. The proposed Project in LU-5 would not have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic 
vista, and would not substantially damage scenic resources in a State scenic highway. The 
operation of the proposed Project in LU-5 would not substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of public views of the site and its surroundings, and the impact would be less 
than significant. 

5.1.2.6 Landscape Unit 6 �± SR-110 to Dodger Stadium 

LU-6 begins at SR-110 (Arroyo Seco Parkway) as the Project alignment travels northwest above 
the freeway towards Dodger Stadium. The proposed Stadium Tower would be on hillside private 
property north of Stadium Way between the Downtown Gate entrance road to Dodger Stadium 
and SR-110. The northern terminus of the system would be in a parking lot at the Dodger Stadium 
property, where the proposed Dodger Stadium Station would be constructed. The Stadium Tower 
would stand 179 feet tall, with the cable suspended approximately 145 feet and 152 feet above 
ground at the southern and northern approaches, respectively. The Dodger Stadium Station 
would be approximately 194 feet long, 80 feet wide, and 74 feet high at its tallest point. Queueing 
and ticketing/fare checking would be located adjacent to the station. 

KOP 26 

KOP 26 (Figure 5-29 in Appendix A) shows the existing viewpoint from the perspective of a 
motorist or commuter looking southwest towards downtown Los Angeles from southbound 
SR-110 (Arroyo Seco Parkway). Visible in both the foreground and middleground is the freeway 
ROW, hillside topography, mature trees, and vegetation, particularly on the right side of the 
freeway, as well as a fenced pedestrian walkway on the left that parallels the freeway and includes 
decorative light poles. A partial view of the downtown Los Angeles skyline is visible in the 
background, and is interrupted by mature trees along the freeway in the distance. 

KOP 26 (Figure 5-29 in Appendix A) also shows this motorist or commuter view looking southwest 
towards downtown Los Angeles from southbound Arroyo Seco Parkway with the visual simulation 
of the proposed Project. In the simulated view, the Stadium Tower is visible. The Stadium Tower 
would be on hillside private property north of Stadium Way between Downtown Gate and SR-110, 
and would stand 179 feet tall with the visible cable suspended approximately 104 feet above 
ground over southbound SR-110. The height of the new tower would be a visually prominent 
feature in the Los Angeles skyline, and due to the proximity in this view, appears to be taller than 
the buildings in the partial view of downtown Los Angeles, although the tower is not actually 
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not consider the proposed cables and cabins. The cables would be too narrow to cast noticeable 
shadows, and the cabins would be constantly moving along the cables and would not cast 
shadows onto any one use for a substantial amount of time. 
 
Alameda Station 

Winter shadow diagrams for the proposed Alameda Station are depicted on Figure 1 through 
Figure 4 of Appendix B. A small portion of the Olvera Street outdoor marketplace, the outdoor 
courtyard at the Avila Adobe, and Placita de Dolores, on the western side of Alameda Street, 
would be shaded by the new station for only one hour starting at 9:00 a.m. A small useable 
outdoor space, including eating tables and umbrellas, which is on the rooftop of the Mozaic 
Apartments on the eastern side of Alameda Street, would be partially and then fully shaded from 
12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., for a total of three hours. This small outdoor space has some existing 
shading from the adjacent rooftop areas of the apartment building. A ground-floor outdoor 
courtyard area in the center of the Mozaic Apartments would be shaded for only one hour at 
3:00 p.m. However, this courtyard experiences a large amount of existing shading from the 
surrounding apartment building structure above. 

Spring shadow diagrams for the proposed Alameda Station are depicted on Figure 5 through 
Figure 9 of Appendix B. A portion of Placita de Dolores on the western side of Alameda Street 
would be shaded by the new station for two hours from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. The small useable 
outdoor space on the rooftop of the Mozaic Apartments would be shaded for three hours from 
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Summer shadow diagrams for the proposed Alameda Station are depicted on Figure 10 through 
Figure 14 of Appendix B. A portion of Placita de Dolores on the western side of Alameda Street 
would be shaded by the new station for two hours from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. The small useable 
outdoor space on the rooftop of the Mozaic Apartments on the eastern side of Alameda Street 
would be shaded for two hours from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Fall shadow diagrams for the proposed Alameda Station are depicted on Figure 15 through 
Figure 19 of Appendix B. A portion of Placita de Dolores on the western side of Alameda Street 
would be shaded by the new station for two hours from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. The small, useable 
outdoor space on the rooftop of the Mozaic Apartments on the eastern side of Alameda Street 
would be shaded for three hours from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. A ground-floor outdoor courtyard 
area in the center of the Mozaic at Union Station Apartments, directly east of the Mozaic 
Apartments, would be shaded for only one hour at 5:00 p.m. However, similar to the ground-floor 
courtyard in the Mozaic Apartments, the courtyard in the Mozaic at Union Station Apartments 
experiences a large amount of existing shading from the surrounding apartment building structure 
above. 

Based on the analysis above, the proposed Alameda Station would result in the shading of a 
shade-sensitive use for more than three hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
Pacific Standard Time (between late October and early April). During Winter, the small useable 
outdoor space on the rooftop of the Mozaic Apartments would be partially and then fully shaded 
for a total of three hours. However, this outdoor space has existing shading from the adjacent 
apartment roof structure, and the entire space would not be fully shaded by the station for the 
entire three hours. The proposed Alameda Station would not result in the shading of shade-
sensitive uses for more than four hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Pacific 
Daylight Time (between early April and late October). Therefore, shadow impacts from the 
Alameda Station would be less than significant. 
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Alameda Tower 

Winter shadow diagrams for the proposed Alameda Tower are depicted on Figure 20 through 
Figure 23 of Appendix B. The shadow diagrams show that no shade-sensitive uses would be 
shaded by the proposed Alameda Tower. Some existing commercial and industrial uses would 
experience minor shading along the eastern and western sides of Alameda Street. The base of 
the proposed tower would be in public ROW, in the Alameda Triangle, between Alameda Street, 
North Main Street, and Alhambra Avenue. The Alameda Triangle includes areas of grass and 
trees, but would not be considered a useable outdoor space due to its small size and lack of 
amenities (e.g., benches, tables, playground, and similar amenities). A small portion of the parcel 
directly below the proposed tower in the northwestern corner and northern portion of the parcel 
would be shaded from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. However, a majority of the parcel would not be 
shaded throughout the day in the Winter. 

Spring shadow diagrams for the proposed Alameda Tower are depicted on Figure 24 through 
Figure 28 of Appendix B. Shadow impacts during Spring would be similar to those discussed for 
Winter. Similar to the Winter shadow diagrams, the Spring shadow diagrams show that no shade-
sensitive uses would be shaded by the proposed Alameda Tower. A small portion of the Alameda 
Triangle directly below the proposed tower in the northwestern corner and northern portion of the 
parcel would be shaded from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. However, this parcel is not considered a 
useable outdoor space, and a majority of the parcel would not be shaded throughout the day in 
the Spring. 

Summer shadow diagrams for the proposed Alameda Tower are depicted on Figure 29 through 
Figure 33 of Appendix B. Shadow impacts during Summer would be the same as those discussed 
for the Spring. 

Fall shadow diagrams for the proposed Alameda Tower are depicted on Figure 34 through 
Figure 38 of Appendix B. Shadow impacts during Fall would be the same as those discussed for 
Spring. 

Based on the analysis above, the proposed Alameda Tower would not result in the shading of 
shade-sensitive uses for more than three hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
Pacific Standard Time (between late October and early April), or for more than four hours between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time (between early April and late October). 
A small portion of the Alameda Triangle directly below the proposed tower in the northwestern 
corner and northern portion of the property would be shaded all day in each season of the year. 
However, a majority of the Alameda Triangle would not be shaded throughout the day in each 
season. Moreover, the Alameda Triangle is public right-of-way, and is not considered to be a 
shade-sensitive use. Therefore, shadow impacts from the Alameda Tower would be less than 
significant. 

Alpine Tower 

Winter shadow diagrams for the proposed Alpine Tower are depicted on Figure 39 through 
Figure 42 of Appendix B. A small portion of the useable outdoor seating area, including several 
tables and chairs on the rooftop of the six-story portion of The Metro at Chinatown Senior Lofts 
along Spring Street, would be shaded for two hours at 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. However, this 
rooftop area does experience some existing shading from the adjacent taller portion of the multi-
family residential building. A small outdoor seating area of the Homegirl Café, at the southeastern 
corner of the intersection of Alameda Street and Bruno Street, would be shaded for one hour at 
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1:00 p.m. However, this outdoor seating area receives existing shading from the adjacent 
Homegirl Café building. No other shade-sensitive uses would be shaded in the Winter. Some 
non-sensitive commercial, multi-family residential, industrial uses, as well as the Metro L Line 
(Gold) aerial guideway would be shaded at various times throughout the day in Winter. 

Spring shadow diagrams for the proposed Alpine Tower are depicted on Figure 43 through 
Figure 47 of Appendix B. Similar to the discussion of Winter above, in Spring, a small portion of 
the useable outdoor seating area on the rooftop of the six-story portion of The Metro at Chinatown 
Senior Lofts would be shaded for one hour at 10:00 a.m. However, this rooftop area does 
experience some existing shading. The small outdoor seating area of the Homegirl Café would 
not be shaded by the proposed Project in Spring. No other shade-sensitive uses would be shaded 
in the Spring. Some non-sensitive commercial, multi-family residential, industrial uses, as well as 
the Metro L Line (Gold) elevated structure, would be partially shaded at various times throughout 
the day in Spring.  

Summer shadow diagrams for the proposed Alpine Tower are depicted on Figure 48 through 
Figure 52 of Appendix B. The shadow diagrams show that no shade-sensitive uses would 
experience shading from the proposed Alpine Tower in the Summer. Some non-sensitive uses, 
as described for Spring, would be partially shaded throughout the day in Summer. 

Fall shadow diagrams for the proposed Alpine Tower are depicted on Figure 53 through Figure 57 
of Appendix B. Similar to the discussion of Winter, in Fall, a small portion of the useable outdoor 
seating area on the rooftop of the six-story portion of The Metro at Chinatown Senior Lofts would 
be shaded for two hours at 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. However, this rooftop area does experience 
some existing shading. The small outdoor seating area of the Homegirl Café would not be shaded 
by the proposed Project in Fall. No other shade-sensitive uses would be shaded in the Fall. Some 
non-sensitive uses, as described for Winter and Spring, would be partially shaded throughout the 
day in Fall. 

Based on the analysis above, the proposed Alpine Tower would not result in the shading of shade-
sensitive uses for more than three hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Pacific 
Standard Time (between late October and early April), or for more than four hours between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time (between early April and late October). 
Therefore, shadow impacts from the Alameda Tower would be less than significant.  

Chinatown/State Park Station 

Winter shadow diagrams for the proposed Chinatown/State Park Station are depicted on 
Figure 58 through Figure 61 of Appendix B. A small segment of the western walkway in and near 
the southern entrance of Los Angeles State Historic Park would be shaded for four hours from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. In addition, a small segment of walkways in the eastern side of the park 
would be shaded for three hours from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Also, a small area of the 
southwestern portion of the park green space would be shaded for four hours from 11:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. The covered outdoor seating area associated with the Cargo Snack Shack directly 
northeast of the proposed station would receive shading for two hours, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
No other shade-sensitive uses would be shaded in the Winter. Some non-sensitive 
industrial/manufacturing uses, the Metro L Line (Gold) ROW, a small park building, as well as a 
vacant lot would be partially shaded at various times throughout the day in Winter. The vacant lot 
is the future site of the approved College Station mixed-use development project. 
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Spring shadow diagrams for the proposed Chinatown/State Park Station are depicted on 
Figure 62 through Figure 66 of Appendix B. Similar to Winter, a small segment of the western 
walkway in and near the southern entrance of Los Angeles State Historic Park would be shaded 
for four hours from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. In addition, a small segment of walkways in the eastern 
side of the park near the entrance would be shaded for four hours from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Also, a small portion of the southwestern portion of the park green space would be shaded for 
three hours from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The northern corner of the newly constructed Llewellyn 
Apartments, southeast of the proposed Chinatown/State Park Station on the northern side of Main 
Street, would be partially shaded for one hour at 5:00 p.m. No other shade-sensitive uses would 
be shaded in the Spring. Some non-sensitive industrial/manufacturing uses, the Metro L Line 
(Gold) ROW, a small park building, as well as a vacant lot (site of approved College Station 
project) would be partially shaded at various times throughout the day in Spring.  

Summer shadow diagrams for the proposed Chinatown/State Park Station are depicted on 
Figure 67 through Figure 71 of Appendix B. A small segment of the western walkway in and near 
the southern entrance of the Los Angeles State Historic Park would be shaded for three hours 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Similar to Spring, a small segment of walkways in the eastern side 
of the park would be shaded for four hours from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Also, a small portion of 
the southwestern portion of the park green space would be shaded for two hours from 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. No other shade-sensitive uses would be shaded in the Summer. Some non-sensitive 
industrial/manufacturing uses, the Metro L Line (Gold) ROW, as well as a vacant lot (site of 
approved College Station project) would be partially shaded at various times throughout the day 
in Summer. 

Fall shadow diagrams for the proposed Chinatown/State Park Station are depicted on Figure 72 
through Figure 76 of Appendix B. A small segment of the western walkway in and near the 
southern entrance of Los Angeles State Historic Park would be shaded for four hours from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. A small segment of walkways in the eastern side of the park would be 
shaded for four hours from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Also, a small portion of the southwestern 
portion of the park green space would be shaded for two hours from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. No 
other shade-sensitive uses would be shaded in the Fall. Some non-sensitive industrial/ 
manufacturing uses, the Metro L Line (Gold) ROW, as well as a vacant lot (site of approved 
College Station project) would be partially shaded at various times throughout the day in Fall. 

Based on the analysis above, the proposed Chinatown/State Park Station would result in the 
shading of shade-sensitive uses for more than three hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time (between late October and early April) in the Winter. Small 
portions of the eastern and western walkways and park green space near the southern entrance 
of the park would be shaded by the proposed Chinatown/State Park Station in the Winter. These 
park-related areas would be directly adjacent to the proposed station and are also considered to 
be a part of the proposed Project site. Los Angeles State Historic Park is an urban park in a highly 
developed area, and includes a total of approximately 32 acres of passive recreation, including 
expansive additional areas of walkways and open green space for patrons to use. The relatively 
small areas of park walkways and green spaces that would receive shading from the proposed 
station are considered to be elements of the southern entrance to the park, but not routinely 
useable outdoor spaces. In addition, the outdoor seating area associated with the Cargo Snack 
Shack, which would receive shading for only two hours, currently includes an overhead shade 
canopy, so the proposed Project would not shade an uncovered outdoor seating area. Therefore, 
these impacts are not considered to be significant for these reasons. Also, the proposed 
Chinatown/State Park Station would not result in the shading of shade-sensitive uses for more 
than four hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time (between 
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early April and late October). Therefore, shadow impacts from the Chinatown/State Park Station 
would be less than significant. 

Broadway Junction 

Winter shadow diagrams for the proposed Broadway Junction are depicted on Figure 77 through 
Figure 80 of Appendix B. A portion of the front patio of the multi-family residential building at the 
northeastern corner of Bishops Road and Savoy Street (455 Savoy Street) would be shaded for 
one hour at 9:00 a.m. A small portion of the front yard of a multi-family residential building 
(438 Savoy Street) would be shaded for one hour at 11:00 a.m. The backyard area of a single-
family residence (434 Savoy Street) on the southern side of Savoy Street, adjacent and east of 
438 Savoy Street, would be shaded for two hours from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. The backyard area 
of another single-family residence (430 Savoy Street) adjacent and east of 434 Savoy Street 
would be shaded for two hours from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. No other shade-sensitive uses would 
be shaded by the proposed Broadway Junction in Winter. Some non-sensitive institutional, office, 
and commercial uses would be partially shaded at various times throughout the day in Winter. 
The vegetated area at the southeastern corner of Bishops Road and Savoy Street would 
experience shadows, but is a part of the Project site for Broadway Junction, and would be 
developed as part of the proposed Project. 

Spring shadow diagrams for the proposed Broadway Junction are depicted on Figure 81 through 
Figure 85 of Appendix B. A small portion of Los Angeles State Historic Park, south of North 
Broadway, would be shaded for one hour at 5:00 p.m. No other shade-sensitive uses would be 
shaded by the proposed Broadway Junction in Spring. Some non-sensitive institutional, office, 
and commercial uses, as well as the Metro L Line (Gold) ROW would be partially shaded at 
various times throughout the day in Spring. As previously discussed, the vegetated area at the 
southeastern corner of Bishops Road and Savoy Street would be landscaped as part of the 
proposed Project.  

Summer shadow diagrams for the proposed Broadway Junction are depicted on Figure 86 
through Figure 90 of Appendix B. A small portion of Los Angeles State Historic Park, south of 
North Broadway, would be shaded for one hour at 5:00 p.m. No other shade-sensitive uses would 
be shaded by the proposed Broadway Junction in Summer. Some non-sensitive institutional, 
office, and commercial uses, as well as the Metro L Line (Gold) ROW would be partially shaded 
at various times throughout the day in Summer. As previously discussed, the vegetated lot at the 
southeastern corner of Bishops Road and Savoy Street would be developed with landscaping as 
part of the proposed Project. 

Fall shadow diagrams for the proposed Broadway Junction are depicted on Figure 91 through 
Figure 95 of Appendix B. The shadow diagram analysis for Fall would be the same as discussed 
for the Summer above. 

Based on the analysis above, the proposed Broadway Junction would not result in the shading of 
shade-sensitive uses for more than three hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
Pacific Standard Time (between late October and early April), or for more than four hours between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time (between early April and late October). 
Therefore, shadow impacts from the Broadway Junction would be less than significant.  
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Stadium Tower 

Winter shadow diagrams for the proposed Stadium Tower are depicted on Figure 96 through 
Figure 99 of Appendix B. No shade-sensitive uses would be shaded by the proposed Stadium 
Tower in Winter. Some non-sensitive uses such as the Dodger Stadium parking lot entrance and 
parking lot, and SR-110 ROW, including the freeway and adjacent vegetated areas, would be 
partially shaded at various times throughout the day in Winter.  

Spring shadow diagrams for the proposed Stadium Tower are depicted on Figure 100 through 
Figure 104 of Appendix B. The tower would shade a small portion of the Radio Hill Gardens park 
directly east of the SR-110 ROW for two hours at 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. No other 
shade-sensitive uses would be shaded by the proposed Stadium Tower in Spring. Some 
non-sensitive uses such as the Dodger Stadium parking lot entrance, and SR-110 ROW, including 
the freeway and adjacent vegetated areas, would be partially shaded at various times throughout 
the day in Spring.  

Summer shadow diagrams for the proposed Stadium Tower are depicted on Figure 105 through 
Figure 109 of Appendix B. The tower would shade a small portion of the Radio Hill Gardens park 
directly east of the SR-110 ROW for one hour at 5:00 p.m. No other shade-sensitive uses would 
be shaded by the proposed Stadium Tower in Summer. Some non-sensitive uses such as the 
SR-110 ROW, including the freeway and adjacent vegetated areas, would be partially shaded at 
various times throughout the day in Summer. 

Fall shadow diagrams for the proposed Stadium Tower are depicted on Figure 110 through 
Figure 114 of Appendix B. The tower would shade a small portion of the Radio Hill Gardens park 
directly east of the SR-110 ROW for two hours at 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. No other 
shade-sensitive uses would be shaded by the proposed Stadium Tower in Fall. Some 
non-sensitive uses such as the Dodger Stadium parking lot entrance, and SR-110 ROW, including 
the freeway and adjacent vegetated areas, would be partially shaded at various times throughout 
the day in Fall. 

Based on the analysis above, the proposed Stadium Tower would not result in the shading of 
shade-sensitive uses for more than three hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
Pacific Standard Time (between late October and early April), or for more than four hours between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time (between early April and late October). 
Therefore, shadow impacts from the Stadium Tower would be less than significant. 

Dodger Stadium Station 

The Dodger Stadium Station has been screened out of requiring shadow diagrams and a shadow 
analysis in accordance with the L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide (2006). The document states that 
if a project element would include light-blocking structures in excess of 60 feet in height above 
the ground elevation that would be located within a distance of three times the height of the 
proposed structure to a shadow-sensitive use on the north, northwest, or northeast, then shadow 
diagrams and associated analysis should be conducted. No shade-sensitive uses are currently 
within this radius from the proposed location of the Dodger Stadium Station. Therefore, detailed 
shadow diagrams and analysis were not required for the Dodger Stadium Station.  
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properties for more than three hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Pacific 
Standard Time (between late October and early April), or for more than four hours between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time (between early April and late October). 
Therefore, less than significant shadow impacts are anticipated.  
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6.0 RECOMMENDED MITIGATION 

The implementation of mitigation measures is not required because the proposed Project would 
not result in significant impacts. 
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7.0 PROJECT DESIGN FEATURES 

AES-PDF-A Project Lighting. The Project would also include the following project design 
features related to lighting:  

�x Building Lighting will not exceed 60 watts.  

�x Building Lighting outdoor luminaires will not exceed 6,200 initial lumens.  

�x Sign Lighting luminance will not exceed 10,000 candelas per m2 (cd/m2) during 
the day from after sunrise until 45 minutes prior to sunset. Sign Lighting will not 
exceed 300 cd/m2 at night from sunset until 45 minutes prior to sunrise.  

�x Sign Lighting luminance shall transition smoothly from daytime luminance to 
nighttime luminance and vice versa.  

�x Illuminated signs that have the potential to exceed 300 cd/m2 will include an 
electronic control mechanism to reduce sign luminance to 300 cd/m2 at any 
time when ambient sunlight is less than 100 footcandles (fc). 
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Figure 5-1: Existing and Simulated Views of KOP 1 –  Looking East from  Los Angeles Street 
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Figure 5-2: Existing and Simulated Views of KOP 2 –  Looking North on Alameda Street
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