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AQMD provided written comments 
AQ/HRA Protocol

Need for Significance Thresholds
Quantification of Construction Impacts
Quantification of Localized Impacts for 
Criteria Pollutants 

Cal Trans response to AQMD 
comments on Significance Thresholds

Element Not Included
Cal Trans Policy, “…analyze 
significance on a case-by-case basis 
looking at the degree and intensity of 
impacts.”



OPR Thresholds of Significance
Advantages to establishing significance 
thresholds

“…significance determinations will be made on a 
consistent and objective basis.”
“…promotes consistency, efficiency, and 
predictability…”
“…clear differentiation of whether or not the 
project may result in a significant environmental 
effect.”
“…some assurance that a comprehensive review 
has been made.”
“…provides a rational basis for significance 
determinations.”
“…encourage project proponents to incorporate 
mitigation into the design of the project…”



Caltrans statewide policy dictates that 
significance thresholds are determined on a 
case-by-case basis. 

Per Caltrans policy, the number of benefited 
receptors will be compared to the number of 
adversely affected receptors to provide an 
overall determination of project impacts. 

Does not give assurance of 
consistency

Disclosure needed of  
location of benefits and 
adversely affected receptors 
Comparing total benefited to 
adversely affected receptors 
is averaging impacts
Does not address EJ issues
Use of AQMD Thresholds 
will address this issue






