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SUBJECT: SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES REGIONAL PLANNING GRANT 

ACTION: RECEIVE AND FILE 

RECOMMENDATION 

Receive and file report on the countywide partnership and program developed to 
apply for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development's (HUD) 
Fiscal Year 2010 Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program. 

On May 19, 2010, the Ad Hoc Sustainability Committee received a report on the 
HUD Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant program and directed 
staff to partner with Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), 
subregional agencies, the City of Los Angeles, and the County of Los Angeles to 
develop a project proposal that would meet the requirements of the grant 
program and support the planning and implementation of the regional andlor 
subregional SB 375 Sustainable Communities Strategy. Pursuant to the 
Committee's direction, MTA formed a countywide partnership and submitted a $5 
million request to fund the Sustainable Corridors Implementation Strategy. While 
the MTA was not awarded funding for this proposal, there is interest among the 
countywide partners in continuing to pursue the project concept and ensuring our 
region is positioned to take advantage of future funding opportunities released by 
the federal Partnership for Sustainable Communities. 

BACKGROUND 

The HUD, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the U.S. 
Department of Transportation (DOT) have formed the Partnership for Sustainable 
Communities to advance development patterns and infrastructure investment 
programs that achieve improved economic prosperity and healthy, 
environmentally sustainable, and opportunity-rich communities. As part of this 
partnership, HUD is taking the lead on funding, evaluating, and supporting 
integrated regional planning for sustainable development. The Fiscal Year 201 0 



Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program was one of the first 
funding programs released by the partnership. The program provided awards of 
up to $5 million for the development of regional plans for sustainable 
development like the Southern California Compass Blueprint. In regions with 
existing regional plans for sustainable development, funds were available to 
create more detailed execution plans. Eligible applicants included 
multijurisdictional and multisectoral consortiums representing the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization, the traditional principal city, cities or local governments 
representing no less than 50 percent of the population and a non-profit, 
foundation, or educational institution. SCAG decided not to be the lead on any 
single application, but rather agreed to support applications that were brought to 
them from countywide consortiums. 

DISCUSSION 

The MTA reached out to the subregional coordinators engaged in the SB 375 
planning process and coordinated the development of a consortium and 
application to fund the Sustainable Corridors Implementation Strategy. The 
consortium included ten partners representing 78 of the 88 cities in the county 
and included: SCAG, the City of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles, 
Gateway Cities Council of Governments (GCCOG), South Bay Cities Council of 
Governments (SBCCOG), Westside Cities Council of Governments (WCCOG), 
San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments (SGVCOG), Los Angeles Regional 
Collaborative for Climate Action (LARC), and Move LA. The scope of work 
included developing a corridor-wide planning framework for fixed-guideway 
transit and arterials to address the interdependent challenges of economic 
growth, social equity, accessibility and mobility, and environmental excellence 
and providing funding for up to five demonstration corridors. 

HUD reviewed 225 eligible grants for the Regional Planning Grant Program. 
Less than one in every five grants was awarded funding. In California, grants 
were awarded to the California State University, Fresno Foundation ($4 million) 
and the Sacramento Area Council of Governments ($1.5 million). 

NEXT STEPS 

Staff is pursing opportunities to continue to work with the proposal development 
team to maintain the countywide collaboration that will be required for the region 
to be successful in attaining funds through the federal Partnership for 
Sustainable Communities. These actions include the following: 

Meeting with HUD to learn more about the scoring of our application and 
to identify areas for improvement; 
Working with interested countywide partners to refine the scope of the 
project; 
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Submitting a request for technical assistance from SCAG1s Compass 
Blueprint Program in partnership with the City of Los Angeles and 
Councilmember Cardenas to create a sustainable corridor strategy for the 
Orange Line. The Compass Blueprint application targets the Orange Line, 
as a way of engaging the San Fernando Valley in the Sustainable 
Corridors Implementation Strategy and to take advantage of opportunities 
identified by the City of Los Angelesls Sustainable Transit Communities 
project; 
Refining the framework for corridor analysis and integrated planning 
through work on the MTA's Sustainable Communities Planning 
Framework; and 
Tracking potential funding opportunities available through the state and 
federal government. 

These actions are intended to advance MTA's goal of supporting the subregions 
and cities in developing and implementing more sustainable communities. Staff 
will continue to engage and provide updates to the Board on these activities. 

Prepared by: Sarah Jepson, Sustainability Policy Manager 
Diego Cardoso, Executive Officer, Countywide Planning & 
Development 
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