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SUBJECT: 2011 CALL FOR PROJECTS CRITERIA SECTION ADDRESSING LAND 
USE AND SUSTAINABILITY POLICIESIPRINCIPLES 

ACTION: RECEIVE AND FILE 

RECOMMENDATION 

Receive and file status report on the 201 1 Call for Projects criteria section addressing 
Land Use and Sustainability Policies/Principles. 

A September 9, 2009 Planning and Programming Committee motion, directed staff to 
incorporate sustainability and SB 375 into the Call for Projects funding program. As a 
result, the applications for the 201 1 Call for Projects have been revised to include 
additional questions in the Land Use and Sustainability Policies/Principles Criteria 
section, as determined appropriate for each of the eight transportation modes. While 
the questions in this section vary by mode, the Land Use and Sustainability 
Policies/Principles Criteria will uniformly account for 20 out of a total of 100 points in 
each application. 

Given the evolving nature of state regulatory programs and lack of a regionally adopted 
Sustainable Communities Strategy, a proposed project's sustainability will be assessed 
based on its compatibility with regional transportation system and surrounding land use 
characteristics, as well as (in most modes,) its alignment and consistency with the 
policies and principles from existing state, regional and local sustainability documents. 
The modifications included in the applications are intended to be a starting point for the 
integration of SB 375 into the Call for Projects program and will be refined and 
expanded to consider policy changes as part of the development of the Sustainable 
Communities Strategy. 

The Call for Projects is a competitive grant program started in 1993 and typically 
conducted biennially in odd years. The program has evolved to address new agency 
initiatives, Board directives and recently passed legislation. MTA is required to prepare 



and program revenues in the Transportation lmprovement Plan (TIP) across all 
transportation modes based on the planning requirements of the Transportation Equity 
Act for the 21'' Century (TEA 21) and Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), including the 
adherence of Federal and State statutes. This process is accomplished through 
planning and programming of funds on a multimodal basis through the MTA board- 
adopted Long Range Transportation Plan; and processed and coordinated through the 
Regional Transportation lmprovement Plan, and State Transportation lmprovement 
Plan documents. Projects awarded will receive funding for capital improvements using 
local, state and federal funding or a combination thereof, which is assigned based on 
each of the modes eligibility-type of projects and/or program in order to leverage the 
maximum of fund sources for the County. 

The reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from transportation is required by 
Assembly Bill (AB) 32 and Senate Bill (SB) 375. However, the rules, mechanisms, and 
plans for implementing this legislation and calculating emission reductions are still under 
development. AB 32 establishes a statewide reduction goal, across multiple sectors, to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020. SB 375 establishes a 
process to help achieve the goals of AB 32 that requires metropolitan planning 
organizations to develop a Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from passenger vehicles through integrated land-use, 
housing and transportation planning efforts. Strategies developed locally, at the county 
scale, and regionally, will be incorporated by SCAG into a regional SCS plan. It should 
be noted that the Board recently approved the California Air Resources Board's (ARB) 
greenhouse gas reduction targets for the region. This demonstrates our level of 
commitment to implement a subregional strategy that can further reduce GHG 
emissions for Los Angeles County and the region. 

Three standard questions, modified, supplemented and applied as deemed appropriate 
for each mode, have been included in the 201 1 Call for Projects in response to the 
agency's commitment to sustainability and state climate change laws (AB-32 and SB 
375). These questions assess the following standard criteria: 

The project's ability to support place-based principles and priorities that address 
SB 375 goals. 
The project's location in relation to areas prioritized for sustainable development 
or regional mobility. 
The jurisdiction/agency's use of sustainable design elements to reduce energy, 
water, waste and air pollutants that occur throughout the lifecycle of a project. 

Place-Based Priorities 

The first criterion uses place type categories to assess a projects consistency with the 
goals of SB 375 and the intent of the law, to better integrate transportation investments 
with transportation and land-use policies. The place type categories were selected from 
the Caltrans Smart Mobility 2010 Framework and seek to distinguish a project location 
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based on the surrounding community's design and its regional accessibility. These two 
factors play a significant role in determining travel behavior, and therefore, are important 
to consider when identifying transportation investments that will reduce vehicle miles 
traveled. 

In each of the modal applications, the applicant will select one or more place type that 
applies to the project location. Once the place type(s) has been identified, the applicant 
will identify how the project meets the associated transportation priorities listed for that 
place type. Priorities were modified and tailored to fit each modal application. Points will 
be awarded based on a project's ability to satisfy any or all of the priorities, not based 
on the place type alone. 

Strateqic Opportunity Areas 

The second criterion also responds to the goals of SB 375 and relates to the location of 
the project. This criterion recognizes that strategic opportunity areas have been 
identified by state, regional and local plans for sustainable development and regional 
mobility. These opportunity areas may include: 

Transit Priority Project areas-These are areas defined by SB 375. They are 
locations where a project may be able to take advantage of CEQA streamlining 
benefits. 
Regional, Subregional or City Plans- Areas that have been identified in adopted 
plans, policies andlor principles consistent with Compass Blueprint in targeting 
growth to reduce vehicle miles traveled or greenhouse gas emissions. 
Countywide Significant Arterial Network (CSANFThis is a regional network of 
significant arterials that was developed with input from subregional and local 
agencies to guide transportation planning and help target arterial improvements. 

In each of the modal applications, applicants will identify the location of the project, and 
how it contributes to the sustainability or mobility goals for these locations. 

Sustainable Desiqn Elements 

The third criterion, relates to AB 32 and the agency's broader environmental goals, and 
seeks to identify how sustainability design elements have been incorporated into a 
project's design to reduce construction-related and long-term environmental impacts, 
including efforts to conserve energy and water resources and reduce waste and air 
pollutants. 
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NEXT STEPS 

The 201 1 Call for Projects Application workshop is scheduled for November 16, 201 0 
with several subsequent workshops scheduled throughout the subregion in an effort to 
reach out to all local jurisdictions that were unable to attend the initial workshop. The 
final application package will be presented to the Board on December 9,2010 for 
approval. 

Prepared by: Desiree Portillo-Rabinov, Transportation Planning Manager 
Sarah Jepson, Sustainability Policy Manager 
Diego Cardoso, Executive Officer, Countywide Planning & Development 
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Executive Director Countywide Planning 
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